
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

 
   

 
   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
  

    
 

    
   

 
 

   
  

  
  

 
 

  
  

 
 

     

   OCTOBER 9, 2026 

BEESS Weekly Memo 

Rule Updates  

Notice of Rule Development 
The following rule will have a rule development workshop on October 20, 2026, at 10 a.m. ET. 
Participants may join via the virtual link listed in the notice. To view the draft, if available, and 
submit comments for the following rule, go to the Florida Department of Education (FDOE) 
State Board Rules Under Review: 

• Rule 6A-1.0017, Florida Administrative Code, School Environmental Safety Incident 
Reporting (SESIR) 

Events Coming Soon  

Learning Ally Live Dyslexia Simulation 
In honor of Dyslexia Awareness Month, Learning Ally invites you to an interactive Dyslexia 
Simulation for K-12 professionals: Decoding the Experience. Step into the shoes of students with 
learning differences and gain valuable insight into their daily classroom experiences. Join the live 
simulation, October 13, 2026 (3:30 p.m. ET). 

For more information and to register, go to Decoding the Experience Registration. Reminder: 
Bring a pen, some paper and an open mind. This event is live-only and will not be recorded. 

Para-to-Teacher Future Recruitment Session 
Does your school have paraprofessionals who could excel as special education teachers? 
The Para-to-Teacher Support Program is holding a virtual question-and-answer session on 
October 22, 2026, at 6 p.m. ET. During this session, Dr. Beth Wilt will explore funding 
opportunities available for paraprofessionals with an associate degree, the equivalent college 
credit hours or a bachelor’s degree in a non-education field. 

For more details on eligibility requirements and information about colleges and universities that 
offer financial support for earning initial certification in special education, please visit Para to 
Teacher Tuition Support for Exceptional Student Educators. 

To request the zoom link for the session, send an email to paratoteach@uwf.edu. 

https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/beess-resources/presentations-pubs/weekly-memo.stml
https://web02.fldoe.org/rules/
https://flrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?id=6A-1.0017
https://events.zoom.us/ev/ArAXGTF-Y9EvCDL1RFZFctg-29tYurdx2xa2aO1J5UTN5CfyKtws%7EAtzemi29TaRjZx-c95UswFPKWv8slxLAIm-9vQj8nFOChSCbplIS7v78ALkoZ1MeoC9KQ8gHAvoN62cXIc6lkSpDfQ
https://uwf.edu/soe/community-outreach/para-to-teacher-support-program/
https://uwf.edu/soe/community-outreach/para-to-teacher-support-program/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/#inbox
mailto:paratoteach@uwf.edu


 

 
 

    
 

  
    

   
 

    
 

    
  

 
    

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
   

   
  

  
 

  
  

     
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
    

 
 

  
 

    
 

 
 
 

Statewide Emotional/Behavioral Disabilities (E/BD) Contacts’ Meeting 2026-27 
The Multiagency Network for Students with Emotional/Behavioral Disabilities (SEDNET) 
Administration project, in collaboration with local SEDNET projects, is hosting two virtual statewide 
E/BD Contacts’ meetings and one in-person meeting. Please register in advance for the virtual 
meetings. The dates and times of the 90-minute virtual meetings are as follows: 
October 30, 2026, at 10 a.m. ET; October Virtual Meeting Registration 
December 9, 2026, at 10 a.m. ET; December Virtual Meeting Registration 

The in-person meeting dates are April 29, 2027, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. ET and April 10, 2026, 8:30 
a.m. to noon ET. Additional information will be forthcoming. 

Please contact Dr. Charlene Grecsek at cgrecsek@usf.edu with any questions. 

Job Vacancies  

Instructional Support Services Seeking Training Specialist 
The Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services (BEESS) is pleased to share an 
employment opportunity within its Instructional Support Services section. The Florida Center for 
Interactive Media has posted a Training Specialist position (Job ID 63685) to support statewide 
training, technical assistance, resource development and professional learning initiatives that 
advance BEESS’ priorities. This is an excellent opportunity for individuals who are passionate 
about supporting educators, students, and families through high-quality training and technical 
assistance that strengthens outcomes for children and youth with disabilities across Florida. The 
position will close on October 22, 2026. To view the job description and apply go to FSU Jobs and 
search on the position number. 

Informational Items  

Disability History and Awareness Weeks October 2026 
The FDOE issued a memorandum regarding Disability History and Awareness Weeks October 
2026. See the memo for more information. 

Clarification for Local Educational Agencies (LEAs): House Bill (HB) 1279 
The FDOE issued a memorandum regarding clarification for LEAs: HB 1279. See the memo for 
more information. 

Resource Materials and Technology Center for the Deaf/Hard of Hearing (RMTC-DHH) Leading 
Deaf/Hard of Hearing (DHH) Programs Website 

RMTC-DHH is pleased to share the newly launched Leading DHH Programs webpage, developed 
specifically for exceptional student education (ESE) administrators and leaders responsible for 
DHH services in Florida. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/2C5FWJobQlGGvYg1DTOx3A
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/11ELbK7tS8KOp7ygBI2TDg
mailto:cgrecsek@usf.edu
https://jobs.omni.fsu.edu/psc/sprdhr_er/EMPLOYEE/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM_FL.HRS_CG_SEARCH_FL.GBL?Page=HRS_APP_SCHJOB_FL&Action=U
https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-11117/2026-139.pdf
https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-11117/2026-139.pdf
https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-11118/2026-140.pdf
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/resources/leading-dhh
mailto:cgrecsek@usf.edu


 

 
 

   
 

     
    

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
    

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

The webpage provides frequently asked questions, guidance documents, leadership resources 
and downloadable tools to support informed decision-making, program implementation and 
oversight of services for students who are deaf/hard of hearing. For additional information or 
support regarding any of the topics on the webpage, please reach out to info@rmtcdhh.org. 

2025-2026 Summer Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Program Accountability 
The FDOE issued a memorandum regarding 2025-2026 Summer VPK Program Accountability. 
See the memo for more information. 

Tip of the Week  

Timestamp Brief Interactions with Parent or Advocate 
Every communication with a parent or advocate can be important. Keep a running log or voice 
notes documenting brief communications with parents or advocates along with the dates and 
times. Follow up, if necessary, with a phone call or email later. (Special Ed Connection®) 

Patricia Bodiford 
Bureau Chief 

For more information, contact 
850-245-0475 

mailto:info@rmtcdhh.org
https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-11116/2026-135.pdf
https://www.specialedconnection.com/LrpSecStoryTool/login.jsp
mailto:info@rmtcdhh.org
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