
 

  
  

 
   

 
   

   
 

  
  

  
 

 
 

 
  

   

    
   

   OCTOBER 2, 2026 

BEESS Weekly Memo 

Rule Updates  

Notices of Rule Development 
The following rule will have a rule development workshop on October 15, 2026, at 10 a.m. ET. 
Participants may join via the virtual link listed in the notice. To view the draft, if available, and 
submit comments for the following rule, go to the Florida Department of Education (FDOE) 
State Board Rules Under Review: 

• Rule 6A-1.09401, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), Student Performance Standards 

To view the draft, if available, and submit comments for the following rules, go to the FDOE 
State Board Rules Under Review: 

• Rule 6A-1.001, F.A.C., District Financial Records 
• Rule 6A-1.0451, F.A.C., Florida Education Finance Program Student Membership Surveys 

Events Coming Soon  

Program Accountability, Assessment and Data Systems (PAADS) Technical Assistance (TA) 
Calls 

During the PAADS TA calls next week, we will focus specifically on Proportionate Share 
Application Feedback Forms. These sessions will provide an opportunity to review common 
feedback items, discuss application revisions, and address questions related to correcting and 
resubmitting applications. Please come prepared with any questions regarding feedback your local 
educational agency (LEA) has received, or issues encountered during the review process. The 
calls will take place on the following dates: 

• Tuesday, October 6, 2026, at 10 a.m. ET 
• Thursday, October 8, 2026, at 2 p.m. ET 

https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/beess-resources/presentations-pubs/weekly-memo.stml
https://web02.fldoe.org/rules/
https://flrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?id=6A-1.09401
https://web02.fldoe.org/rules/
https://flrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?id=6A-1.001
https://flrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?id=6A-1.0451


 

 
 

   
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
  

     
 

  
    

 
 

   
  

  
  

 
 

  
  

 
 

    
 

  
  

    
 

  
  

   
 

   
 

 
  

      
 

 
   

     
 
 
 
 
 

You can use following link to join the sessions: IDEA Entitlement Application Office Hours | 
Meeting-Join | Microsoft Teams. The same Teams link will be used for both sessions. 

We look forward to working with you next week and supporting LEAs in the timely completion of 
these requests. 

Learning Ally Live Dyslexia Simulation 
In honor of Dyslexia Awareness Month, Learning Ally invites you to an interactive Dyslexia 
Simulation for K-12 professionals: Decoding the Experience. Step into the shoes of students with 
learning differences and gain valuable insight into their daily classroom experiences. Join the live 
simulation, October 13, 2026 (3:30 p.m. ET). 

For more information and to register, go to Decoding the Experience Registration. Reminder: Bring 
a pen, some paper and an open mind. This event is live-only and will not be recorded. 

Para-to-Teacher Future Recruitment Session 
Does your school have paraprofessionals who could excel as special education teachers? 
The Para-to-Teacher Support Program is holding a virtual question-and-answer session on 
October 22, 2026, at 6 p.m. ET. During this session, Dr. Beth Wilt will explore funding 
opportunities available for paraprofessionals with an associate degree, the equivalent college 
credit hours or a bachelor’s degree in a non-education field. 

For more details on eligibility requirements and information about colleges and universities that 
offer financial support for earning initial certification in special education, please visit Para to 
Teacher Tuition Support for Exceptional Student Educators. 

To request the zoom link for the session, send an email to paratoteach@uwf.edu. 

The Florida Instructional Materials Center for the Visually Impaired (FIMC-VI) Florida Cane 
Quest® 2026 

Florida Cane Quest® is an annual regional event for students with visual impairments across 
Florida in grades 3-12 who are cane travelers. Students are grouped by grade and skill level into 
four competitive categories, providing opportunities for students to demonstrate their skills, build 
confidence and experience the excitement of traveling independently. The 2026 Florida Cane 
Quest® will be in Tampa on November 14, 2026. 

Families attending Florida Cane Quest® participate in a workshop designed to help them better 
understand how their children learn and develop skills for traveling with a cane. The event 
provides an opportunity to celebrate students’ progress and growing independence while bringing 
families together to learn, connect and share in their children’s accomplishments. Created by the 
Braille Institute, Cane Quest® is designed to challenge, motivate, and celebrate students as they 
develop and strengthen essential orientation and mobility skills. 

For registration information and additional details about this exciting event, please visit 
FIMC-VI Florida Cane Quest® or contact Sue Glaser at sglaser@fimcvi.org. 

https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/218704231315324?p=xpkkUaaa2sXIDb2R2L
https://teams.microsoft.com/meet/218704231315324?p=xpkkUaaa2sXIDb2R2L
https://events.zoom.us/ev/ArAXGTF-Y9EvCDL1RFZFctg-29tYurdx2xa2aO1J5UTN5CfyKtws%7EAtzemi29TaRjZx-c95UswFPKWv8slxLAIm-9vQj8nFOChSCbplIS7v78ALkoZ1MeoC9KQ8gHAvoN62cXIc6lkSpDfQ
https://uwf.edu/soe/community-outreach/para-to-teacher-support-program/
https://uwf.edu/soe/community-outreach/para-to-teacher-support-program/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/#inbox
https://www.fimcvi.org/student-and-family-events/fcq
mailto:sglaser@fimcvi.org
mailto:sglaser@fimcvi.org
mailto:paratoteach@uwf.edu


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
     

 
   

   
 

   
     

 
    

  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
     

  
   

   
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

    
 

  
 

 
 

   
 

    
  

 
   

 

Job Vacancies  

Position Available in FIN (Region 1 – Job ID#63248) 
FIN, an IDEA-funded state project, is seeking a FIN facilitator in the Florida Panhandle. The FIN 
facilitator will work in a regional capacity to serve the following districts: Bay, Calhoun, Escambia, 
FAMU Lab School, Franklin, FSU Bay, FSU Lab School, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, 
Jefferson, Leon, Liberty, Okaloosa, Santa Rosa, Tallahassee Collegiate Academy, Walton, 

Washington, and Wakulla. The application is open until position is filled. To view the full job 
description and apply, go to the FSU Jobs webpage. 

To learn more about FIN, go to the FIN webpage. For questions, contact Kelly Claude and 
JaSheena Ekhator at lsi-finadmin@fsu.edu. 

Informational Items  

Florida Youth Council (FYC) October Newsletter Available 
The FYC, a youth-led initiative supported by The Family Café, helps youth and young adults with 
disabilities develop leadership and self-advocacy skills and provide input on issues affecting them 
across Florida. The October 2025 edition of its newsletter, The Noodle, features members’ 
perspectives on Disability History and Awareness Weeks and Disability Employment Awareness 
Month. Please share with students, families and other interested stakeholders. For more 
information about FYC or The Family Café, contact Sarah Fahey at sfahey@familycafe.net. 

Action Items  

The 29th Annual Family Café Call for Presenters 
The Family Café is accepting presentation proposals for the 29th Annual Family Café, which will 
be held in June 18-20, 2027 in Orlando. Presenters play a vital role in sharing knowledge, 
resources, innovative practices and personal experiences that support Florida’s disability 
community and families. 

Individuals with expertise in disability services, education, self-advocacy, family engagement, 
transition, employment, community inclusion, health care or related topics are encouraged to 
submit a proposal. The proposal deadline is January 8, 2027. 

For proposal requirements and submission information, go to Speaking Opportunities at the 29th 
Annual Family Café. To learn more about The Family Café, visit The Family Café. 

Please consider sharing this opportunity with colleagues, partners, families, self-advocates and 
community stakeholders who may be interested in presenting. 

https://jobs.omni.fsu.edu/psc/sprdhr_er/EMPLOYEE/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM_FL.HRS_CG_SEARCH_FL.GBL?FOCUS=Applicant&Page=HRS_APP_SCHJOB&Action=U&SiteId=1
https://fin-network.org/
mailto:lsi-finadmin@fsu.edu
https://floridayouthcouncil.org/new/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/October-2025.pdf
mailto:sfahey@familycafe.net
https://familycafe.net/annual-family-cafe/presenters/
https://familycafe.net/annual-family-cafe/presenters/
https://familycafe.net/
mailto:sfahey@familycafe.net
mailto:lsi-finadmin@fsu.edu


 

 
 

    
 

  
 

    
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

     
    

 
 

 
  

  
  

 

    
 

 
     

   
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 

 
  

  
   

  
 

 
 
 
 

The 29th Annual Family Café Exhibit Hall Space Now Available 
Exhibit Hall registration is now open for the 29th Annual Family Café. With more than 15,000 
registrants, including individuals with disabilities, family members, advocates and professionals, 
the event provides organizations and businesses an opportunity to connect directly with Florida’s 
disability community. Exhibitor opportunities are available for agencies, service providers, 
businesses and community organizations interested in sharing resources and supports with 
attendees. 

The Family Café is also accepting applications for its Micro-Enterprise Program, which highlights 
qualified small businesses owned and operated by individuals with disabilities, as well as its Book 
Fair for authors with disabilities and writers whose work engages with the disability experience. 

For information about exhibit opportunities and applications, visit the 29th Annual Family Café 
or contact Sarah Fahey, event manager, The Family Café, at 850-224-4670 or 
sfahey@familycafe.net. 

Resiliency Florida Characteristic of the Month—Honesty 
Starting in the 2019-20 school year, every Florida public school was required to annually provide 
children in grades 6-12 at least five hours of mental health instruction. This mental health 
instruction is now referred to as Resiliency Education, Civic and Character Education and Life 
Skills Education. The Resiliency Florida initiative for Florida schools was launched in February 
2021 to emphasize 11 Resiliency characteristics to empower students to persevere and overcome 
life’s inevitable challenges. Visit the Resiliency Florida website for more information and additional 
resources. 

October’s featured characteristic is Honesty, which means telling the truth. Visit the following web 
pages for grade-specific parent and teacher resources pertaining to Honesty: 

• K-2 Parent Resource 
• 3-5 Parent Resource 
• 6-8 Parent Resource 
• 9-12 Parent Resource 
• K-2 Teacher Guide 
• 3-5 Teacher Guide 
• 6-8 Teacher Guide 
• 9-12 Teacher Guide 

Restraint Data for August 2026 is Now Available 
August 2026 data for restraint incidents submitted to the Involuntary Examination, Restraint, and 
Seclusion (known as IERS) web application is now available. The data have been posted to the 
Program Accountability, Assessments & Data Systems web page and can be located by scrolling 
down to the section titled “SWD Restraint Data – SY 2026-27,” and selecting the appropriate 
month. Pursuant to section 1003.573(8), Florida Statutes, “The department shall maintain 
aggregate data of incidents of restraint and disaggregate the data for analysis by county, school, 
student exceptionality and other variables, including the type and method of restraint used. This 
information shall be updated monthly, deidentified and made available to the public through the 
department’s website.” 

https://familycafe.net/annual-family-cafe
mailto:sfahey@familycafe.net
https://www.buildresiliency.org/
https://fdc71760-6de1-4313-bcde-697aeb3612a5.filesusr.com/ugd/ab06c2_b60b1f61c46842669b0a37eca98eb122.pdf
https://fdc71760-6de1-4313-bcde-697aeb3612a5.filesusr.com/ugd/ab06c2_05b3f76fd8304363806e8cf6b02a42bc.pdf
https://fdc71760-6de1-4313-bcde-697aeb3612a5.filesusr.com/ugd/ab06c2_a38c2e0b46404ce2a624316c81d2a98a.pdf
https://fdc71760-6de1-4313-bcde-697aeb3612a5.filesusr.com/ugd/ab06c2_df965f475aec4292b606ad0235995361.pdf
https://fdc71760-6de1-4313-bcde-697aeb3612a5.filesusr.com/ugd/ab06c2_57e921ee91604d3692721945495747b1.pdf
https://fdc71760-6de1-4313-bcde-697aeb3612a5.filesusr.com/ugd/ab06c2_17f8789b18a44bcbad6eabe7b77255c4.pdf
https://fdc71760-6de1-4313-bcde-697aeb3612a5.filesusr.com/ugd/ab06c2_21ca24beb87746eea23b880442007c4c.pdf
https://fdc71760-6de1-4313-bcde-697aeb3612a5.filesusr.com/ugd/ab06c2_3e51a868f2274d75b4ecd13050a4e3d4.pdf
mailto:sfahey@familycafe.net


  
 

  
  

 
 

 

Tip of the Week  

Use Individual Educational Plan (IEP) Notes Section to Describe Parent’s Input 
The notes section of an IEP, along with prior written notice and other forms of documentation, can 
help demonstrate that the IEP team genuinely considered the parent’s concerns. It also shows 
the district provided him with a meaningful opportunity to participate. (Special Ed Connection®) 

Patricia Bodiford 
Bureau Chief 

For more information, contact 
850-245-0475 

https://www.specialedconnection.com/LrpSecStoryTool/login.jsp
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