
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

      
  

   
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
   

  
   

 
     

   
     
      
    

   
      

   
    

 
     

 
     

   

   SEPTEMBER 25, 2026 

BEESS Weekly Memo  

Rule Updates  

Notices of Proposed Rule 
This rule revision is scheduled for the State Board of Education meeting on October 14, 2026: 

• Rule 6A-1.09414, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), Course Requirements - Grades 
PK-12 Exceptional Student Education 

• Rule 6A-5.071, F.A.C., Professional Learning Catalogs 

To view the above-mentioned final proposed rule and submit comments, go to the Florida 
Department of Education (FDOE) State Board Rules Under Review. 

Professional Learning  

FIN Statewide Sessions 2026-27 
FIN, an Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)-funded state project, is facilitating a 
series of statewide professional learning and technical assistance sessions for district and school 
leaders and teachers on the topics listed below. The session dates for each topic are provided for 
reference, and the registration links are on the attached flyer. Please disseminate the flyer to 
schools in your local educational agency. The sessions, dates and times (Eastern Time) are as 
follows: 

• State Performance Plan Indicator 5: Educational Environments Data Quality – FTE Survey 
Period 2, October 1, 2026, from 10:30 a.m. to noon 

• Peers as Partners in Learning, October 7, 2026, from 3 to 4 p.m. 
• Instructional Strategies – Overview, October 13, 2026, from 10:30 a.m. to noon 
• Instructional Strategies – Feedback, Scaffolding and Engagement, November 2, 2026, 

from 10:30 a.m. to noon 
• Collaborative Teaching Partnerships – What Administrators Need to Know, November 17, 

2026, from 10:30 a.m. to noon 
• Collaborative Teaching Walkthrough Tool – Administrators, November 19, 2026, from 

10:30 a.m. to noon 
• Scheduling Supports for Students with Disabilities, December 2, 2026, from 10:30 a.m. to 

noon 
• Instructional Strategies – Engagement, Flexible Grouping and Repetition, December 3, 

2026, from 10:30 a.m. to noon 

https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/beess-resources/presentations-pubs/weekly-memo.stml
https://flrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?ID=6A-1.09414
https://flrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?ID=6A-5.071
https://web02.fldoe.org/rules/


 

 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 

   
 

   
   

 
 

   
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   
     

 
   

  
   

     
 

    
  

 
 
 
 
 

For more information regarding these sessions, see the attached flyer or contact FIN or a local FIN 
facilitator. 

• Filename: PL Session Registration-Q2

Florida Instructional Materials Center for the Visually Impaired’s (FIMC-VI’s) Working with the
Experts: Visually Impaired—Understanding and Implementing the Learning Media Assessment 
(LMA) 

Strengthen your confidence in conducting LMAs during this interactive two-day workshop 
designed for Teachers of Students with Visual Impairments. Gain a deeper understanding of the 
purpose and components of the LMA, learn effective strategies for administering the assessment, 
and explore how to collect meaningful, objective data that informs instructional and literacy 
decisions. Through hands-on activities, case studies and collaborative discussions, participants 
will explore strategies for conducting comprehensive LMAs and adapting the assessment process 
to meet individual student needs. Participants will leave with practical tools and strategies to 
conduct high-quality LMAs that support data-driven educational decisions and meaningful 
outcomes for students with visual impairments. To learn more and register, go to the FIMC-VI 
Working with the Experts Fall 2026 webpage. For questions, contact Tiffany Conrad at 
tconrad@fimcvi.org. 

Action Items  

Updates on the Florida Teacher Certification Examinations and Florida Educational  Leadership 
Examination  

The FDOE issued a memorandum regarding updates on the Florida Teacher Certification 
Examinations and Florida Educational Leadership Examination. See the memo for more 
information. 

Job Vacancies  

Position Available in FIN (Region 1 – Job ID#63248) 
FIN, an IDEA-funded state project, is seeking a FIN facilitator in the Florida Panhandle. The FIN 
facilitator will work in a regional capacity to serve the following districts: Bay, Calhoun, Escambia, 
FAMU Lab School, Franklin, FSU Bay, FSU Lab School, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, Jackson, 
Jefferson, Leon, Liberty, Okaloosa, Santa Rosa, Tallahassee Collegiate Academy, Walton, 
Washington, and Wakulla. The application is open until position is filled. To view the full job 
description and apply, go to the FSU Jobs webpage. 

To learn more about FIN, go to the FIN webpage. For questions, contact Kelly Claude and 
JaSheena Ekhator at lsi-finadmin@fsu.edu. 

mailto:LSI-FINAdmin@fsu.edu
https://fin-network.org/directory/
https://fin-network.org/directory/
https://www.fimcvi.org/training/working-with-the-experts-fall
https://www.fimcvi.org/training/working-with-the-experts-fall
mailto:tconrad@fimcvi.org
https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-11114/2026-131.pdf
https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-11114/2026-131.pdf
https://jobs.omni.fsu.edu/psc/sprdhr_er/EMPLOYEE/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM_FL.HRS_CG_SEARCH_FL.GBL?FOCUS=Applicant&Page=HRS_APP_SCHJOB&Action=U&SiteId=1
https://fin-network.org/
mailto:lsi-finadmin@fsu.edu
mailto:lsi-finadmin@fsu.edu
mailto:tconrad@fimcvi.org


 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

  
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Tip of the Week  

Confirm Prior Written Notice (PWN) Passes the “Stranger Test” 
After convening a meeting to discuss individual educational plan changes, make sure your PWN 
clearly explains why the meeting was convened and what was discussed. It should be 
straightforward so that even a stranger can understand what happened. Do not just note what the 
team decided without including the context. (Special Ed Connection®) 

Patricia Bodiford 
Bureau Chief 

For more information, contact 
850-245-0475

https://www.specialedconnection.com/LrpSecStoryTool/login.jsp


Statewide Professional Learning Sessions (2026-2027) 
Audience: District and School Administrators, Leaders and Teachers 

Join FIN for one or more statewide professional learning sessions in October, November, 
and December 2026 to learn a variety of best practices related to supporting students with 

disabilities using in-class supports.

Register here: https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/fc2JJYpDnB. Session links will be emailed one week prior 
to the event. Contact FIN at LSI-FINAdmin@fsu.edu, find your FIN facilitator on the FIN website at 

www.FIN-Network.org, or call 850-645-7593 with questions. 

State Performance Plan Indicator 5: Educational Environments Data Quality - FTE Survey Period 2 
October 1, 2026 | 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (EST) 

FIN will review the educational environments data elements and calculation of the percentage of time that 
students with disabilities spend with their peers without disabilities. This is a repeat from September 10, 
2026. 

Peers as Partners in Learning 
October 7, 2026 | 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. (EST) 

Learn more about the Peers as Partners in Learning program and courses at the middle and high school 
levels. Hear from others and share your own experiences! 

Instructional Strategies – Overview 
October 13, 2026 | 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (EST) 

Join FIN as we share an overview of 8 research- and evidence-based strategies to support students with 
disabilities in general education classes.   

Instructional Strategies – Feedback, Scaffolding and Engagement 
November 2, 2026 | 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (EST) 

Join FIN as we explore in more depth the research- and evidence-based strategies of feedback, scaffolding 
and engagement to support students with disabilities in general education classes.   

Collaborative Teaching Partnerships – What Administrators Need to Know 
November 17, 2026 | 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (EST) 

Hear the basic elements of how to support teachers who teach together to provide specially designed 
instruction (SDI) for students with disabilities using in-class models of support. This is a repeat from 
September 22, 2026. 

Collaborative Teaching Walkthrough Tool – Administrators 
November 19, 2026 | 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (EST) 

Learn how FIN’s non-evaluative walkthrough tool is used to provide job-embedded coaching and technical 
assistance for teacher teams providing SDI for students with disabilities using in-class models of support. This 
is a repeat from September 24, 2026. 

Scheduling Supports for Students with Disabilities 
December 2, 2026 | 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (EST)  

Join FIN as we review the steps in scheduling supports for students with disabilities prior to creating a master 
schedule. Examples and tips are provided as steps are discussed. 

Instructional Strategies – Engagement, Flexible Grouping, Repetition 
December 3, 2026 | 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (EST)  

Join FIN as we discuss more research- and evidence-based strategies to support students with disabilities in 
general education classes. Topics include additional engagement strategies, flexible groups, and repetition.

FIN is an Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)-funded state project by the Florida Department of 
Education, Division of K-12 Public Schools, Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services. 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/fc2JJYpDnB
mailto:LSI-FINAdmin@fsu.edu
https://fin-network.org/
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