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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good morning (afternoon), my name is Chelsea Strickland, and I serve as an Educational Program Director for Instructional Support Services within the Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services at the Florida Department of Education. I appreciate the opportunity to spend time with you today on a topic that is both a priority for the Florida Department of Education and a requirement under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) for improving outcomes for students with disabilities through specially designed instruction (SDI).

As we move through this session, we will take a clear, practical look at what SDI is, what it is not, and most importantly, what it should look like when implemented with fidelity. Our goal is to ensure a shared understanding that supports consistent, high-quality instructional practices across local educational agencies, so that students with disabilities are not only accessing the state academic standards but are also making meaningful and measurable progress. This is not just about compliance—it is about ensuring that instruction is intentionally designed to meet each student’s unique needs and that those supports are evident, actionable and effective in the classroom.

Let’s get started.
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Learning Objectives

Participants will:

 Understand the definition and characteristics of
SDI;

* Increase their knowledge of the elements of SDI
(content, methodology and delivery); and

* Discuss SDI within the general education setting.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Participants will:
Understand the definition and characteristics of SDI;
Increase their knowledge of the elements of SDI (content, methodology and delivery methods); and
Identify the relationship between the effect of the student’s disability and the determination of that student’s SDI.
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Specially Designed Instruction (SDI)

Defined
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SDI is the unique set of supports and instruction determined by the individual educational plan (IEP) team to address the individual needs of a student with a disability and is different than accommodations or differentiation; for example, providing braille is an accommodation, while teaching a student how to read and use braille is SDI.

SDI is:
Designed to address the student’s IEP goals, account for the impact of the disability and support access to and progress within the state academic standards;
Provided through instruction delivered by qualified instructional personnel, including general education teachers, exceptional student education (ESE) teachers and related service providers as appropriate; and
Individualized and skill-specific, focusing on what the student needs to be explicitly taught to make meaningful educational progress.
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Common Misunderstandings

“ Service Delivery | Accommodations

Instructional How teachers Tools or changes
methods that the  collaborate and in the
exceptional work together to environment that
student education deliver instruction. allow the student
(ESE) teacher to access the
plans and delivers. general education
curriculum.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 Let’s review essential terms:
SDI is what the ESE teacher plans. If a student is receiving instruction in the general education setting, SDI is planned by the ESE teacher; however, SDI may be delivered by the general education teacher(s) or by both the ESE and general education teachers. 
Service delivery models are structures such as consultation, support facilitation or co-teaching. These collaborative models are how SDI is delivered to the student. 
Accommodations are what a student uses to gain access to the state academic standards. Accommodations are used to increase, maintain or improve the capabilities of students with disabilities. SDI is a service; accommodations are a support tool.
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General Education
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Intended . All students, including
Audience ST ST those with IEPs
. ESE-certifi :
Staff Responsible SRR SENT General education staff

(planning and oversight)

State academic
Learning Goals Addressing needs from standards and
and Outcomes the student’s disability schoolwide behavior
expectations

www.FLDOE.orq
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Presentation Notes
Students with disabilities must have access to the least restrictive environment and opportunities to make progress toward both state academic standards and IEP goals. Effective implementation of SDI requires ongoing collaboration between ESE and general education teachers to support student success across instructional settings. 

ESE teachers must understand state academic standards and maintain shared responsibility for student progress within the educational environment. General education teachers must understand and support the SDI identified within the student’s IEP to ensure meaningful participation and progress in the classroom. SDI is not provided solely by ESE-certified staff, but by all instructional staff as identified in the IEP.

SDI is “setting neutral,” meaning that the instruction and supports identified in the IEP follow the student across educational settings and environments.
s
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Comparison of SDI and
General Education (Continued)

Aligned to content, :
5 Aligned to state

Curriculum methodology and the :
: : academic standards and
Alignment delivery that the student )
general expectations
needs
. State, local educational
Indicator of Progress toward IEP
agency and grade-level
Success goals

assessments
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Presentation Notes
SDI focuses on adapting content, methodology, and delivery to address the individual needs resulting from the student’s disability while maintaining alignment to grade-level standards and the state academic standards. Student success is measured by both progress toward IEP goals and performance on state, district and classroom assessments aligned to grade-level expectations.

SDI is the responsibility of qualified special education personnel, but may also be delivered by qualified general education teachers or related service providers based on the student’s IEP. The entire IEP team shares responsibility for the development, implementation and monitoring of SDI to ensure meaningful educational progress for the student.
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Embedded within tiered A replacement for tiered
instruction instruction
A service An accommodation

Aligned with specific IEP goals A MESETEIE G e e

standards
What a teacher does What a student does
(the strategy) (the task)
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Presentation Notes
[Read slide.]
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e Individualized e Purposeful e Teaching
e Personalized e Intentional e Coaching
e Customized e Planned e Directing

fldoe.org
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Presentation Notes
[Read slide.]
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Improves academic
y performance and skill

// development
/ Benefits

Increases student
participation and
motivation

Provides supports for
the unique needs of
learners
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Presentation Notes
SDI offers several benefits for students with disabilities:
Improved learning outcomes: With tailored instructional methods, students are more likely to succeed academically. This approach helps promote grade-level or higher success for students with disabilities, leading to improved academic performance and skill development (e.g., increased mastery of content and increased achievement on assessments).
Increased engagement: Greater student participation and motivation (e.g., strategies, interactive lessons and student choice activities).
Support for various learners: Promotes involvement in the general education environment and reduces achievement gaps, meeting the needs of students with various disabilities (e.g., learning disabilities and physical impairments).
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Designing the Specialized Instruction
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SDI begins with identifying how the student’s disability impacts involvement and progress in the state academic standards and educational environment. The IEP team must intentionally connect the present levels statement to the design of specialized instruction, supports and services.�
Effective SDI requires the team to determine:
What specific skill does the student need to learn (content)?
What evidence-based instructional approach will be used (methodology)?
How, where and by whom the instruction will be delivered (delivery)?

This process ensures SDI is purposeful, individualized and aligned to the student’s unique disability-related needs.
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Designing SDI

* SDI should focus on the knowledge, skills,
strategies and presentation that the student needs
to have access to and make progress on the state
academic standards.

* The need for SDI should be evident in the IEP’s
Present Levels of Academic Achievement and
Functional Performance statement.

www.FLDOE.orq
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Planning SDI is a purposeful and systematic process that requires careful analysis and intentional decision-making. Each component of the IEP must clearly connect, beginning with the present levels of academic and functional performance statement. Measurable annual goals, services, supports and instructional decisions must directly align to the student’s identified needs. The IEP should demonstrate clear and logical connections between the student’s disability-related needs, goals and the SDI provided.
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Need for SDI
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An IEP must include:

(1) A statement of the child’s present levels of academic
achievement and functional performance, including—

(i) How the child’s disability affects the child’s
involvement and progress in the general education
curriculum (i.e., the same curriculum as for
nondisabled children); or

(ii) For preschool children, as appropriate, how the
disability affects the child’s participation in appropriate
activities.

34 C.F.R. § 300.320(a)(1)
12
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Presentation Notes
The present levels statement is a required component of the IEP under IDEA and describes the student’s current academic and functional performance using objective data. It explains how the student’s disability impacts participation and progress in the general education curriculum and school activities. It also identifies the student’s strengths, needs and educational impact using data sources such as assessments, teacher reports, observations and behavior data. The present levels statement serves as the foundation for developing measurable annual goals, SDI, supports and services within the IEP.
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Content The knowledge and skills taught to
the student to access the state
academic standards and participate
in the educational environment.

Methodology The strategies that the teacher uses to
teach the state academic standards.

Delivery of The way the content is presented to
Instruction ensure the state academic standards are
accessible to the student.

13
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SDI includes three key elements: content (what is taught), methodology (the practices, approaches, and strategies used to teach), and delivery (the who, where, and when instruction occurs). The IEP must identify the special education services, related services and supports needed for the student to make meaningful progress. SDI must support progress toward IEP goals, access to the state academic standards, and participation in the LRE. Understanding the elements of SDI helps IEP teams develop aligned, individualized supports that address the student’s unique needs.


http://www.fldoe.org/

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

Content

fldoe.org

The knowledge, skills and strategies that the student
needs to access to the state academic standards
and participate in the educational environment.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Read slide.] 

Specially designed instruction may require adapting content to address a student's unique learning needs resulting from a disability while maintaining access to grade-level state academic standards.
Examples of this are:
• Teach additional foundational, executive functioning, self-regulation or social skills needed for successful learning.�• Simplify language, provide background knowledge and break complex tasks into smaller, manageable steps.�• Use explicit strategies, modeling, visuals and concrete examples to improve understanding and engagement.
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Content: Questions to Consider
Does the student require changes to grade-level content to
address the student’s unique needs?

Do the data indicate that the student needs specialized
instruction in a specific academic or functional area?

What foundational skills are identified in the goals that
require SDI?

How can we use the student’s documented strengths and
current knowledge to meet the identified areas of need?

15
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As IEP teams consider adapting content, these questions should be discussed.

[Read slide.]
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The practices and approaches that the teacher uses
to teach or how instruction is delivered.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Methodology is the “how” of SDI and includes the instructional practices, strategies and approaches used to teach the identified skill.

Methodology must be intentionally adapted to address the unique learning needs resulting from the student’s disability and ensure meaningful access to instruction. Effective SDI methodology often includes explicit instruction, modeling, guided practice, scaffolding, systematic sequencing and ongoing checks for understanding with feedback. Instructional approaches must be individualized, recognizing that strategies effective for one student may not be appropriate or effective for another student.
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Methodology: Questions to Consider

* |s there a method that has proven to be more
effective for this student when acquiring
knowledge and skills?

* Are there methods that have been ineffective for
this student when acquiring knowledge and skills?

* What are effective methodologies for teaching
students with similar instructional academic and
functional content needs?

www.FLDOE.orq
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Methodology is the “how” of SDI and reflects the instructional practices and approaches used to teach the identified skill. 

Instruction must be intentionally adapted to address the unique learning needs resulting from the student’s disability. Effective SDI methodology is often explicit, systematic, structured and includes repeated opportunities for practice and feedback. Examples of methodology include modeling, guided practice, scaffolding, chunking information and frequent checks for understanding. Instructional strategies must be individualized, recognizing that what works for one student may not work for another.
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By whom, where and when instruction is delivered.

BEH
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Delivery addresses who is providing the instruction, where the instruction is occurring and when and how often the instruction is delivered.

Delivery decisions must be intentionally designed to meet the student’s unique needs resulting from the student’s disability. Adaptations to delivery may include changes in setting, scheduling, instructional grouping or the personnel responsible for providing instruction. SDI delivery decisions must be driven by student data and individualized need, not convenience, staffing patterns or routine practice. Unless data clearly indicate otherwise, SDI should be delivered within the general education environment to support access to the state academic standards and peers in alignment with LRE requirements.
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* What instructional delivery changes are needed?

* Does the delivery (specifically group size and
setting) provide sufficient opportunities for the
student to practice and receive explicit feedback?

19
www.FLDOE.orq



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Effective SDI delivery requires intentional planning to ensure the conditions are in place for the student to successfully learn and apply the skill. Delivery decisions should address instructional group size, setting, scheduling and opportunities for practice based on the student’s individualized needs. IEP teams must ensure that delivery decisions are driven by data and designed to maximize student access, engagement and progress. Students must have sufficient opportunities for explicit practice, corrective feedback and skill reinforcement for instruction to be effective.

Delivery is a critical component of SDI and should never be treated as an afterthought or based solely on convenience or routine practices.
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1. Review Wynter’s

Meet Wynter information sheet.

2.  Brainstorm a list of
possible effects of
Wynter’s disability in the
math classroom that you
have identified.

=
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* How can SDI be
intentionally planned
for and implemented
for Wynter?

e Consider content,
methodology and
delivery.

20
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Presentation Notes
Review Wynter’s profile to identify her strengths, areas of need and the impact of her disability on performance within the math classroom. Consider how the effects of Wynter’s disability appear during instruction and identify barriers that may interfere with access, participation and progress.

Collaborate with your group to design SDI that is individualized, aligned and planned to address Wynter’s identified needs. Ensure that all three elements of SDI are addressed: the content (what skill needs to be taught), the methodology (how the skill will be taught) and the delivery (who, where and how often instruction will occur). Focus on developing SDI that is specific, data-informed and grounded in effective instructional practices that support meaningful student progress.
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How can SDI happen naturally within the flow of the general
education setting and the math lesson?

Consider:
1. Whole-class instruction

2. Flexible grouping

3. Opportunities for practice
4. Checking for understanding
5. Integrating technology

21
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SDI should be intentionally embedded within the general education environment to support access, participation and progress alongside peers. 

Let’s look at a few key considerations:
Effective SDI within whole-class instruction may include modeling, think-alouds, pre-teaching and other explicit instructional strategies aligned to student need. 
Flexible and purposeful grouping allows teachers to provide targeted instruction based on identified skill deficits and changing student needs. 
Repeated, structured opportunities allow for practice.
Ongoing checks for understanding and immediate feedback help strengthen skill acquisition. 
Technology should be strategically integrated to support access, engagement and feedback while remaining aligned to the instructional goal and student need.
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Chelsea Strickland
Educational Program Director
Chelsea.Strickland@fldoe.org

850-245-0475

www.FLDOE.org
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Presentation Notes
Please note our contact information. We are here to support you and your staff. Have a great afternoon!
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