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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For presentation access purposes, closed captioning is on, and American Sign Language (ASL) interpreters are available. 

[If the presentation is on Teams] We want to remind the audience if you need closed captioning, please turn that on under your settings (review the how to). [Inform audience if ASL interpreter is available during the presentation.]

I will begin with an overview of our department’s mission, vision and goals.

http://www.fldoe.org/
www.FLDOE.org

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

fldoe.org

FDOE’s Mission and Vision

* The mission of Florida’s Early Learning-20 education
system shall be to increase the proficiency of all
students within one seamless, efficient system, by
allowing them the opportunity to expand their
knowledge and skills through learning opportunities
and research valued by students, parents and
communities.

* Florida will have an efficient world-class education
system that engages and prepares all students to be
globally competitive for college and careers.

From: Section (s.) 1008.31, Florida Statutes (F.S.), and FDOE’s Strategic
Plan

www.FLDOE.orq



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It’s appropriate to begin with the underlying thought that students with disabilities (SWDs) are students first.
It is our aim to increase the proficiency of all students (through one seamless system), including SWDs.

[Read slide.]

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1008.31&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.31.html
www.FLDOE.org

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

fldoe.org

FDOE Goals

* Highest student achievement
e Seamless articulation and maximum access
e Skilled workforce and economic development

* Quality efficient services

From:s. 1008.31, F.S., and FDOE’s Strategic Plan (2021).

www.FLDOE.orq



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our goals are achievement, progression, readiness and access for all students.

[Read slide.]

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1008.31&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.31.html
http://www.fldoe.org/policy/state-board-of-edu/strategic-plan.stml
www.FLDOE.org
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Florida High School Graduation
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This presentation will cover Florida high school graduation requirements and high school student progression and transition.


http://www.fldoe.org/
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

fldoe.org

Florida High School Graduation Requirements

* Florida students entering grade 9 may choose from one of five options to earn
a standard diploma.
e 24-credit program
e 18-credit Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning
(ACCEL) option
e Career and Technical Education (CTE) Pathway
* An International Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum
* An Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE) curriculum

* Florida’s public high school graduation requirements are specified in:

* 5.1003.4282, F.S., Requirements for a standard high school diploma.

* 5.1002.3105, F.S., ACCEL options.

* More detailed information regarding the CTE Pathway option for a standard
high school diploma is available at http://www.fldoe.org/academics/
career-adult-edu/career-tech-edu/pathways-option.stml.

* Academic Advisement- What Parents and Students Need to Know: Students
Entering Grade 9in 2023-24 and Thereafter

www.FLDOE.org



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the state of Florida, there are different pathways available to graduation and it is very important for both educators and students to understand these options upon entering high school as a freshman. The most common of these is the 24-credit program, which has similar requirements to other states. The requirement can also be found in ss. 1003.4282 and 1002.3105, F.S. For further information about career and technical education (CTE) pathway options, please visit the Career and Adult Education link provided in the slide.
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http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.4282.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.4282.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1002/Sections/1002.3105.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1002/Sections/1002.3105.html
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

Standard Diploma Graduation Pathways
s. 1003.4282, E.S.

fldoe.org

24-credit, 2.0 GPA Required for Graduation

* Standard (available to all students)
 Standard via Access Courses

(available only to students with the most significant cognitive disabilities)
* Standard via Employment and Academic-Based Courses

(available only to students with disabilities (SWDs))

CTE Graduation Pathway (available to all students)
18-credit, ACCEL (available to all students)

International Program Options
* International Baccalaureate (IB)
* Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE)

www.FLDOE.orq



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For SWD with IEPs, all pathways have the support of specialized instruction, related services, annual and postsecondary goals, transition services, appropriate accommodations, and in some cases modifications, to support success in coursework and attainment of the standard diploma.  SWD also have an eligibility process facilitated by the IEP team to consider assessment waivers in ELA as well Algebra 1 and other End-of-Course examinations.

Review 24-credit pathways briefly (as the next few slides highlight Standard via Access and Standard via Employment and Academic-Based Courses). Reference link to Grad Pathways Chart (and possible handouts) that showcase options and course requirements (a future slide showcases this too).

The 18-credit programs are designed for students who are clear about their future goals and are ready to pursue them beyond high school in an accelerated manner. The accelerated diploma requires parent and counselor approval.  This option is available to students pursuing the Standard Diploma via Access Courses, although students on access points may need more time, not less, to receive FAPE.

CTE Graduation Pathway: (minimum of 18 credits) CTE can play a role in every diploma pathway- some pathways demand it, some are optional, and a couple can use CTE to replace core requirements
Students using this option must meet all of the requirements for a 24-credit standard diploma, except that fewer electives are required. Two elective credits in CTE Courses must result in program completion and industry certification. For students who entered 9th grade before the 2023-2024 school year, two elective credits in electives or work-based learning programs are required. For a student who enters grade 9 in the 2023-2024 school year and thereafter, one and one-half credits in electives or work-based learning programs are required.
�There are two international programs available in many high schools throughout the state: the International Baccalaureate (IB) and Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE).  Both programs are available pathways to a standard high school diploma pursuant to section 1003.4282 (1)(a), Florida Statutes.

These programs both have predetermined course requirements set by their international governing organizations, as well as minimum GPAs and state assessments. 

IB is based on curriculum administered by an organization with headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. IB diplomas are offered by more than 70 public and private schools in Florida. Students must complete an academically rigorous curriculum and pass required examinations. For more information, please visit: http://www.ibo.org.

AICE is based on curriculum administered by the University of Cambridge in England. AICE diplomas also require students to complete an academically rigorous curriculum and pass required assessments. For more information, please visit: http://www.cie.org.uk/.



http://www.fldoe.org/
https://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.4282.html

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

<

Standard Diploma
Graduation Pathways (continued)

fldoe.org

e Standard Diploma via Access Courses

Students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.

Modifications to the rigor and complexity of the standards with retention of the salient
content.

CTE course substitution allowances.

* Standard Diploma via Academic and Employment Requirements

SWDs who complete one-half elective credit in an employment-based course.
Completion of an Employment Transition Plan via an individual educational plan (IEP)
team.

CTE course substitution allowances.

e 18-credit, ACCEL

This option provides a way for students to meet graduation requirements with fewer than
24 credits.

Available in all versions of standard diploma pathways.

Students must meet the applicable grade 9 cohort graduation requirements of

s. 1003.4282(3)(a)-(e) and (h), E.S. (for students entering 9th grade in 2023-24 and
beyond).

www.FLDOE.orq



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are the graduation pathways to earn a standard high school diploma. The Standard Diploma via Access courses is only for those students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. However, the Standard Diploma via Academic and Employment Requirements is for any student with a documented disability and IEP. The Academically Challenging Curriculum to Enhance Learning option is for all students, regardless if they do or do not have a disability.

http://www.fldoe.org/
ttp://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1003.4282&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.4282.html
ttp://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1003.4282&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.4282.html
ttp://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1003.4282&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.4282.html

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

fldoe.org

Graduation Requirements:
Earning a Standard Diploma

An |[EP documents the necessary specialized instruction, supports, services, goals,
accommodations and modifications to facilitate learning, promotion, standards
proficiency, and high school diploma and postsecondary goal attainment.

SWDs are afforded all available interventions and supports through the multi-tiered
system of supports. Examples may include academic interventions and remediation,
credit recovery and/or forgiveness, flexible/hybrid scheduling, course substitutions,
mentors, and co-enrollment in virtual classes offered by the district and/or Florida
Virtual School.

SWDs are eligible for waivers of assessment results relevant for graduation
requirements via a process facilitated by the IEP team.

Free appropriate public education (FAPE) is available for SWDs through age 21 if:
* The student has not met the requirements to earn a standard diploma.
* The student has met the eligibility requirements to defer a standard diploma
upon meeting graduation requirements (s. 1003.4282, F.S.).

www.FLDOE.orq



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SWDs are afforded available interventions and supports as they work towards earning a diploma. The student's IEP specifies the needed specialized instruction and supports to help them earn a diploma and to attain their postsecondary goals. SWDs  may be eligible for waivers of the required assessment results which is determined through the IEP team. FAPE is available through the age of 21 with the stated conditions.


http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1003.4282&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.4282.html

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

tldoe.org

High School Student Progression

and Transition

10
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

Local Progression

fldoe.org

e Pursuanttos. 1001.32(2), E.S., “In accordance with the provisions of
s. 4(b) of Art. IX of the State Constitution, district school boards shall
operate, control, and supervise all free public schools in their respective
districts and may exercise any power except as expressly prohibited by
the State Constitution or general law.”

e Pursuanttos. 1003.02, F.S., district school boards must establish,
organize and operate their public K-12 schools and educational
programs, employees and facilities. Their responsibilities include staff
development, public K-12 school student education including education
for exceptional students and students in juvenile justice programs,
special programs, adult education programs and career education
programs.

11
www.FLDOE.orq



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
District School Boards hold the authority to determine the rules, policies and procedures related to the admission, classification, promotion and graduation of students for the public schools within their respective district. Therefore, while there are state statutes and rules to follow, districts are provided flexibility to determine policy and operate their schools in the manner they see fit provided that they are in compliance with State Board of Education Rule.

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode%3DView%20Statutes%26SubMenu%3D1%26App_mode%3DDisplay_Statute%26Search_String%3D1001.32%26URL%3D1000-1099/1001/Sections/1001.32.html&data=01|01|LoriMB@LeeSchools.Net|4ff2f97f0959437b04f608d7dc010934|7cd7bd8e981148719dbd91bfafbd097b|0&sdata=wF8S07PJAsSQhuTXfaqc/kfQe2fW7YhplXaqhAZveOE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode%3DView%20Statutes%26SubMenu%3D1%26App_mode%3DDisplay_Statute%26Search_String%3D1001.32%26URL%3D1000-1099/1001/Sections/1001.32.html&data=01|01|LoriMB@LeeSchools.Net|4ff2f97f0959437b04f608d7dc010934|7cd7bd8e981148719dbd91bfafbd097b|0&sdata=wF8S07PJAsSQhuTXfaqc/kfQe2fW7YhplXaqhAZveOE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode%3DView%20Statutes%26SubMenu%3D1%26App_mode%3DDisplay_Statute%26Search_String%3D1001.32%26URL%3D1000-1099/1001/Sections/1001.32.html&data=01|01|LoriMB@LeeSchools.Net|4ff2f97f0959437b04f608d7dc010934|7cd7bd8e981148719dbd91bfafbd097b|0&sdata=wF8S07PJAsSQhuTXfaqc/kfQe2fW7YhplXaqhAZveOE%3D&reserved=0
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?mode=View%20Statutes&SubMenu=1&App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=1003.02&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.02.html

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

fldoe.org

Students Transferring with an IEP
Rule 6A-6.0334, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.)

e Students with an IEP who transfer to another school within the state
or out of state must be initially provided the following:

* FAPE through consultation with the parents or legal guardians.

* Services at the new school must be comparable to the services
described in the IEP at the student’s previous school district.

* Services are provided until the new Florida school district either:

* For in-state transfers: Adopts the student’s IEP from the previous
school district or creates a new one.

* For out-of-state transfers: Conducts an initial evaluation pursuant to
subsections 6A-6.0331(4) and (5), F.A.C,, (if determined to be
necessary by the new district) and develops, adopts and
implements a new IEP.

Refer to the linked rule above for more details on students who transfer to
virtual education or who are gifted.

www.FLDOE.orq
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This slide explains the process of a student transferring to another school with an IEP. There are requirements to consider that are dependent on whether the student is transferring in-state or out-of-state. [Read the slide and ask for questions.] Note that the link to Rule 6A-6.0334, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), provides more detailed information. It is important that the student be provided FAPE upon enrollment at the new school.


http://www.fldoe.org/
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?ID=6A-6.0334
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?ID=6A-6.0334
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/RuleNo.asp?ID=6A-6.0334

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

Secondary Transition

fldoe.org

S. 300.43 of Title 34, Code of Federal Regulations, defines
transition services as a coordinated set of activities for an SWD
that is designed within an outcome-oriented process that
promotes movement from school to post-school activities,
including postsecondary education, vocational training,
integrated employment, continuing and adult education, adult
services, independent living, or community participation.

S.1003.5716, F.S., ensures quality planning for a successful
transition of an SWD to postsecondary education and
career opportunities.

13
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Secondary transition is designed within an outcome-oriented process that promotes movement from school to post-school activities, including postsecondary education, vocational training, integrated employment, continuing and adult education, adult services, independent living, or community participation.
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

fldoe.org

Transition to Postsecondary Education

and Career Opportunities
Section 1003.5716, F.S.

An |EP team must start the transition process during the
student’s seventh grade year or when the student attains the
age of 12, whichever occurs first.

An |EP team must have an operational plan in place that is
implemented on the first day of the student’s first year in high
school or when he or she attains the age of 14, whichever occurs
first.

The IEP must include a statement of the student’s intent to
pursue a standard high school diploma and must document
discussion of the process of deferment of a standard high school
diploma and a signed statement of the student’s intention to
defer the high school diploma, if applicable.

www.FLDOE.orq
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The IEP team must initiate the transition process by the student’s seventh-grade year or upon reaching the age of 12, whichever comes first.
Additionally, the team must establish and implement an operational plan by the first day of the student’s first year in high school or when the student turns 14, whichever occurs first.
Furthermore, documentation must include a statement of the student’s intent to pursue a standard high school diploma. This should reflect discussions regarding the option to defer the diploma, along with a signed statement of the student’s decision to defer, if applicable.


http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.5716.html

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

fldoe.org

Self-Determination, Legal Rights and
Responsibilities

Self-determination, legal rights and responsibilities regarding educational
decisions transfer to the student upon age 18. This information must be
provided to the student and parents at least one year before the student
reaches the age of majority. This information must also include ways in
which the parent may continue to participate in educational decisions,
including:

* Informed consent to grant permission to access records protected
under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)

* Powers of Attorney

* Guardian Advocacy

* Guardianship

* Supported decisionmaking agreements (s. 1003.5716, F.S.)

15
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Self-determination involves taking control and making decisions that shape one’s life. It equips students with essential skills and abilities to make decisions, advocate for themselves and function independently.

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=1000-1099/1003/Sections/1003.5716.html

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

Supported Decisionmaking Authority
(House Bill 73, 2024)

Created s. 709.2209, F.S., Supported decisionmaking agreements

fldoe.org

Amended s. 1003.5716, F.S., Transition to postsecondary education and
career opportunities

Required that the information provided to parents and students include
the ways the parent may continue to participate in educational decisions,
including:

* Informed consent to grant permission to access confidential records
protected under the FERPA as provided in s. 1002.22, F.S.

* Powers of attorney as provided in chapter 709, F.S.

* Guardian advocacy as provided in s. 393.12, F.S.

* Guardianship as provided in chapter 744, F.S.

e Supported decisionmaking agreements as provided in s. 709.2209, F.S.

16
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
House Bill (HB) 73 Supported Decisionmaking Authority created s. 709.2209, F.S. This section defines a supportive decisionmaking agreement as an agreement in which the power of attorney grants an agent the authority to receive information and to communicate on behalf of the student without granting the agent the authority to bind or act on behalf of the student on any subject matter. 

HB 73 also amended s. 1003.5716, F.S., Transition to postsecondary education and career opportunities, to require that the information provided to parents and students regarding self-determination and the legal responsibilities include decisionmaking agreements as a way for parents to continue to participate in their child’s educational decisions.  These rights transfer to the student upon age 18.  
Rules 6A-6.03028 and 6A-6.03311, F.A.C., were amended to include this change.

[Include information on how this was designed to be less restrictive for students while still allowing parental input and guidance for SWDs.]


http://www.fldoe.org/
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tldoe.org

Deferral of High School Diploma

17
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

Deferral of Diploma

Deferral of the standard diploma

fldoe.org

* FAPE ends upon receipt of a standard diploma OR the age of 22.
* Deferral of diploma is allowed up to the age of 22 or whenever the
student accepts a diploma, whichever occurs first.

Process for both is described in Rule 6A-1.09963, F.A.C.

Deferral is an IEP team decision.
Based on the individual transition needs of the student.

The decision to defer can be made for students who are expected to meet high
school graduation requirements and have a transition plan for:

* accelerated college credit;

industry certification;

a collegiate high school program;

courses to satisfy the Scholar designation; or
a structured work-study program.

18
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
An SWD whose IEP requires special education, transition planning, transition services or related services through age 21, may defer receipt of their standard diploma. After deferral, the student must be enrolled in accelerated college credit instruction, industry certification courses that lead to college credit, a collegiate high school program, courses necessary to satisfy the requirements for Scholar designation or a structured work-study, internship, or pre-apprenticeship program to continue to receive FAPE.  

School districts must inform the parent and the student the year in which the student is expected to meet graduation requirements, that failure to defer receipt of a standard high school diploma after all requirements are met releases the school district from the obligation to provide FAPE. This communication must state that the deadline for acceptance or deferral of the diploma is May 15 of the year in which the student is expected to meet graduation requirements, and that failure to attend a graduation ceremony does not constitute a deferral.


http://www.fldoe.org/
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=6A-1.09963
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=6A-1.09963
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Resources

* Project 10: Transition Education Network has developed a
Transition Requirements Checklist, which features both
federal and state requirements that are age specific to help
students, families and educators work together to develop
an IEP that addresses all of the transition services needs of
the student to facilitate positive post-school outcomes for

SWDs.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Project 10 has many resources available to families regarding secondary transition. Be sure to look into this checklist for both federal and state requirements pertaining to all of the elements in a TIEP. 

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://project10.info/Documents/Transition_Requirements_Checklist_w_Legislative_Updates_FINAL_12.14.23_1.pdf

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

tldoe.org

Contact Information
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF

Kimberly Brumage, Ed.S.
Secondary School Counseling Consultant
Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services
(BEESS)
Kim.Brumage@fldoe.org
850-245-7851

Noal Weiland
State Lead - Secondary Transition
BEESS
Noal.Weiland@fldoe.org
850-245-0475

fldoe.org

www.FLDOE.orq
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WWwWW.FLDOE.org

youtube.com/educationFL @EducationFL

www.FLDOE.org
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