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Reaching New Heights: Systematically Elevating 
Verbal Reasoning Through Poetry
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Objectives

• Define verbal reasoning and identify related skills 
that contribute to skilled reading.

• Participate in a poetry analysis using an evidence-
based framework for verbal reasoning.

• Use an evidence-based framework for verbal 
reasoning to develop benchmark-based questions 
for a poem on the Benchmarks for Excellent Student 
Thinking (B.E.S.T.) English Language Arts (ELA) 
Standards booklist.
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How is Verbal Reasoning Defined?

1. Jot down 3-5 words 
or phrases related to 
verbal reasoning.

2. Use the words and 
phrases on your 
sticky note to write a 
working definition of 
verbal reasoning on a 
separate sticky note.
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Culminating Writing Task

12.R.1.4 Evaluate works of 
major poets in their 
historical context.
Clarification 1: A poet’s historical 
context is the period in which the 
writing occurred, not when it was 
discovered or became resurgent. 
Clarification 2: Evaluation of a 
poet in context may include 
similarity to or differences from 
the work of contemporaries and 
the literary period, critical 
reception at the time, and scope 
of work.
Clarification 3: For more 
information, see Literary Periods. 

Evaluate the effectiveness of the Langston 
Hughes poem, “Harlem,” in reflecting on the 
historical context in which it was written.

How confident do you think 
students would feel in their 
ability to independently 
respond in a way that 
demonstrates mastery with this 
text and task?

Imagine this is a group of 
students in your school or 
district. How confident do you 
feel?

What role does verbal 
reasoning play in skilled 

reading? 
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Building Background

Handout #1
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“Harlem” by Langston Hughes
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“Harlem” by Langston Hughes, Continued
Handout #2
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Handouts #1, #2

Collaborative Analysis & Reasoning
• 4 Rounds of Discussion

• Each round is three minutes long.
• Each round promotes progressively more complex layers of reasoning.

• Talking Chips
• Take two chips from the center.
• Place one chip in the center each time you respond. 
• When no one in the group has chips left, take two and continue the conversation.

• Conversation
• Begin with the card marked with a      . Read the card aloud.
• After group members have responded, move to another card that makes sense to 

discuss next.
• Let the cards facilitate, not dictate the conversation. 

• Resources
• Refer to Handout #1 Building Background for “Harlem.”
• Use Handout #2 “Harlem.”

• Use the blank space under the poem to take relevant notes.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Handout #1, #2

Round 1 
• Talking Chips

• Take two chips from the center.
• Place one chip in the center each time you 

respond. (Posing a question does not require a 
chip.)

• When no one in the group has chips left, take two 
and continue the conversation.

• Conversation
• Begin with the card marked with a      .
• After group members have responded, move to 

another card that makes sense to discuss next.
• Let the cards facilitate, not dictate the 

conversation. 

• Resources
• Refer to Handout #1 Building Background for 

“Harlem.”
• Use Handout #2 “Harlem.”

• Use the blank space under the poem to take 
relevant notes.
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Round 2 
• Talking Chips

• Take two chips from the center.
• Place one chip in the center each time you 

respond. (Posing a question does not require a 
chip.)

• When no one in the group has chips left, take 
two and continue the conversation.

• Conversation
• Begin with the card marked with a      .
• After group members have responded, move 

to another card that makes sense to discuss 
next.

• Let the cards facilitate, not dictate the 
conversation. 

• Resources
• Refer to Handout #1 Building Background for 

“Harlem.”
• Use Handout #2 “Harlem.”

• Use the blank space under the poem to 
take relevant notes.

Handouts #1, #2
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Round 3 
• Talking Chips

• Take two chips from the center.
• Place one chip in the center each time you 

respond. (Posing a question does not require a 
chip.)

• When no one in the group has chips left, take 
two and continue the conversation.

• Conversation
• Begin with the card marked with a      .
• After group members have responded, move to 

another card that makes sense to discuss next.
• Let the cards facilitate, not dictate the 

conversation. 

• Resources
• Refer to Handout #1 Building Background for 

“Harlem.”
• Use Handout #2 “Harlem.”

• Use the blank space under the poem to 
take relevant notes.

Handouts #1, #2
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Round 4 
Handouts #1, #2

• Talking Chips
• Take two chips from the center.
• Place one chip in the center each time you 

respond. (Posing a question does not require a 
chip.)

• When no one in the group has chips left, take two 
and continue the conversation.

• Conversation
• Begin with the card marked with a      .
• After group members have responded, move to 

another card that makes sense to discuss next.
• Let the cards facilitate, not dictate the 

conversation. 

• Resources
• Refer to Handout #1 Building Background for 

“Harlem.”
• Use Handout #2 “Harlem.”

• Use the blank space under the poem to take 
relevant notes.
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Culminating Writing Task

Evaluate the effectiveness of the Langston 
Hughes poem, “Harlem,” in reflecting on the 
historical context in which it was written.

How confident do you think 
students would feel in their 
ability to independently respond 
in a way that demonstrates 
mastery with this text and task?

Imagine this is a group of 
students in your school or 
district. How confident do you 
feel?
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Handout #4

Framework for Verbal Reasoning
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Framework for Verbal Reasoning

Handouts #3, #4
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Framework for Verbal Reasoning

Handouts #3, #4
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Framework for Verbal Reasoning

Handouts #3, #4
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Framework for Verbal Reasoning

Handouts #3, #4
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Activate Metacognition Through Inferences

Local Cohesion 
(word meaning): 

The reader clarifies the 
meaning of words and 

phrases by linking them 
to other words and 
phrases in the text.

Global Coherence
(text-connecting): 

The reader makes 
inferences that make 

the text form a 
consistent and 

meaningful whole so a 
mental model can be 

built.

Elaborative 
(gap-filling):

The reader makes 
inferences that go 
beyond the text, 
forming a deeper 
understanding or 
connection that 

enriches the mental 
representation of the 

text.

Handouts #3, #4
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Culminating Writing Task

Write to explain how Dylan Thomas uses 
structure in his poem “Do Not Go Gentle 
into That Good Night” to convey his 
message to the reader.

7.R.1.4 Analyze the impact of various 
poetic forms on meaning and style.

Clarification 1: Poetic forms for this 
benchmark are sonnet and villanelle.
Clarification 2: Instruction in this 
benchmark should focus on how the 
structure of each poetic form affects its 
meaning.

What does planning with 
verbal reasoning in mind 
look, feel and sound like?

http://www.fldoe.org/


www.FLDOE.org
22

“Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night” 
                                                                                                      by Dylan Thomas

Handouts #4, #5
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Handouts #4, #5, #6, #7

Your Turn

Directions: 
Create one or two questions 
for each step of the verbal 
reasoning framework to help 
students be prepared to 
answer the culminating task. 

Culminating Task: Write to explain how 
Dylan Thomas uses structure in his poem 
“Do Not Go Gentle into that Good Night” 
to convey his message to the reader.

7.R.1.4 Analyze the impact of various 
poetic forms on meaning and style.

Clarification 1: Poetic forms for this 
benchmark are sonnet and villanelle.
Clarification 2: Instruction in this 
benchmark should focus on how the 
structure affects its meaning.

Define rave. How does the use of this 
word contribute to the overall 
meaning of the poem? (7.V.1.3)

How does the author’s use of irony to 
describe death contribute to the tone 
of the poem? (7.R.3.4) (7.R.3.1)

Explain a theme that Dylan Thomas 
develops with the repetition of “Rage, 
rage against the dying of the light.” 
(7.R.1.2)

What new understanding of villanelle 
structure did you learn from analyzing 
the poem? (7.R.1.4)

Framework for Verbal Reasoning
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Objectives          

• Defined verbal reasoning and 
identified related skills that 
contribute to skilled reading.

• Participated in a poetry analysis 
using an evidence-based 
framework for verbal 
reasoning.

• Used an evidence-based 
framework for verbal reasoning 
to develop benchmark-based 
questions for a poem on the 
B.E.S.T. ELA Standards booklist.

 

Refine & Reflect          

• How might you refine your 
original definition based on your 
experience during this session?

• What is one practice you might 
implement based on your 
learning?
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