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What Will you Gain from this Session? 
• Session Goal:

o Provide districts and school leaders with updated
information regarding social studies and the
implementation of Florida’s Civics Literacy Excellence
Initiative.

• Session Topics:
o Updates for Regional Civics Coaches.
o Additional resources available.
o Summer professional learning events.
o Standards, benchmarks and courses.
o Updates for Grades 9-12.
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Regional Civics and Instructional Guide
Updates 
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Regional Civics Literacy Personnel 

• Super Region One: North
Regional Director – Tyler Eastridge 
Tyler.Eastridge@fldoe.org 

• Super Region Two: Central/West
Regional Director – Traci Mulitsa 
Traci.Mulitsa@fldoe.org 

• Super Region Three: Central/East
Regional Director – Kenneth Chestnut 
Kenneth.Chestnut@fldoe.org 

• Super Region Four: South
Regional Director – Lauren Kappler 
Lauren.Kappler@fldoe.org 
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Civics Literacy Website 

CivicsLiteracy.org 
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Instructional Guide for Grades 6-8
• This resource contains strategies to assist 

educators in implementing the new and revised 
civics and government benchmarks.

• https://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/subj
ect-areas/social-studies/civics-lei.stml

• CivicsLiteracy.org/resources/guides

https://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/subject-areas/social-studies/civics-lei.stml
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/subject-areas/social-studies/civics-lei.stml


 

  Instructional Guide for Civics 
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Social Studies Resources 
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 Florida Department of Education 
Website 

https://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/subject-areas/social-studies/ 
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Other Resources 
• Hundreds of new lesson plans and original tutorials

that align to the Civics and Government standards
and benchmarks have recently been approved by
the Department and added to CPALMS.org and
Florida Joint Center for Citizenship (FJCC).

• The Department has been working on revising our
comprehensive standards resources for social
studies and it is our plan to have those printed and
available at our summer learning events.
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Summer Professional Learning 
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Summer Professional Learning Content 
• Several different content areas: Social Studies,

Civics, Financial Literacy, Mathematics,
Computer Science and Exceptional Student
Education.

• Social Studies sessions will focus on the newly
adopted benchmarks and will be broken into
three grade bands: K-5, 6-8 and 9-12.

• Civics Sessions will be broken into three grade
bands: K-5, 6-8 and 9-12.

• Financial Literacy sessions will focus solely on
Grades 9-12.
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2023 Legislative Updates 
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House Bill 1537 (2023) 
History of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 

• House Bill (HB) 1537 amended section (s.) 1003.42,
Florida Statutes (F.S.), requiring the history of Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders to be included in
specified instruction and providing requirements for
such instruction.

• A workgroup was convened to review Florida’s state
academic standards for alignment to
these requirements.

• The workgroup provided the Florida Department of
Education (FDOE) with recommendations and the
proposed benchmarks were adopted in May 2024.
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House Bill 1537 (2023) 
9/11 Heroes’ Day 
• Following the passage of HB 1537, the Governor

proclaims September 11th of each year as “9/11
Heroes’ Day,” to be observed in all public schools.

• All middle and high school students enrolled in a
Civics or United States Government class
will receive at least 45 minutes of instruction on
“9/11 Heroes’ Day” topics.

• The Civics workgroup was convened to create
standards specific to “9/11 Heroes’ Day.”
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2024 Legislative Updates 
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Senate Bill Analysis 
• We are now going to take a look at a recent piece 

of legislation that was signed into law in 2024, 
Senate Bill (SB) 1264. 

• Looking at lines 33-79 of the bill. 
• Working with your table or a partner, read through 

the specified lines of the bill and see if you can 
answer the question on the next slide. 

• We will go over the bill and its effects in greater 
detail in a few minutes. 
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Senate Bill Analysis 
• What statute is being amended? 
• What is being added to required instruction? 
• What action is the Florida Department of Education 

directed to take? 
• What grade level(s) does this requirement apply 

to? 
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Senate Bill 1264 (2024) 
History of Communism 

• Senate Bill 1264 amended s. 1003.42, F.S., adding the 
history communism to be included in specified 
instruction and provided requirements for such 
instruction. 

• The legislation is not set to take full effect until the 
2026-2027 school year. 

• It further directs the Florida Department of Education 
to prepare and offer standards aligned to the 
requirements of the bill. 
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Senate Bill 1264 (2024) 
Instructional Requirements 

• The history of communism in the United States and 
domestic communist movements, including their 
histories and tactics. 

• Atrocities committed in foreign countries under the 
guidance of communism. 

• Comparative discussion of political ideologies, such as 
communism and totalitarianism, which conflict with 
the principles of freedom and democracy essential to 
the founding principles of the United States. 

20 

http://www.fldoe.org/


 

     
     

    
     

 
   
   

 
      

   
      

  

 

 

 

www.FLDOE.org 

Senate Bill 1264 (2024) 
Instructional Requirements, continued 
• The increasing threat of communism in the United 

States and to our allies through the 20th century, 
including the events of the Cultural Revolution in the 
People’s Republic of China and other mass killings 
from communist regimes. 

• The economic, industrial and political events that 
have preceded and anticipated communist 
revolutions. 

• The communist policies of Cuba and the spread of 
communist ideologies throughout Latin America, 
including the roots of the Communist Party of Cuba 
and guerilla forces throughout Latin America. 21 
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Senate Bill 1264 
Rule 6A-1.09401, F.A.C., Standards Updates 
• In response to SB 1264, the Department called for a 

workgroup made up of Florida social studies 
educators and national content experts. 

• The workgroup is in the process of creating a 
standalone strand of K-12 standards for the history of 
communism. 

• These standards are anticipated to go before the 
State Board of Education (SBOE) for adoption in April 
2025. 
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Senate Bill 1264 
Rule 6A-1.09412, F.A.C., Course Updates 

• Following their adoption, we anticipate the new 
standards will be implemented into courses. 

• The proposed courses will go before the SBOE for 
adoption in June 2025 for implementation in 2025-
26. 
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Updates for Grades 9-12 
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Financial Literacy Graduation Requirement 
• Section 1003.4282(3)(h), F.S., established the 

requirement that, beginning in the 2023-2024 
school year, students entering Grade 9 must earn 
one-half credit of instruction in personal financial 
literacy and money management. 

• There are currently 5 courses that fulfill this 
requirement. 

o Personal Finance and Money Management (2102371) 
o Personal Finance and Money Management Honors (2102373) 
o Economics with Personal Finance (2102300) 
o Economics with Personal Finance Honors (2102305) 
o Personal Financial Literacy (8500120) 
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FDOE Task Forces 
• The Florida Department of Education continues 

to work closely with two task forces. 
o The Commissioner of Education’s African American 

History Task Force 
o The Commissioner of Education’s Task Force on 

Holocaust Education 
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New and Revised Standards 
• Following the work done by the Asian American and 

Pacific Islander Workgroup and the Civics Workgroup 
due to HB 1537, several new and revised standards 
were created. 

• Additionally, while the workgroups were completing 
their respective tasks, the members, along with 
other Florida educational stakeholders, suggested 
revisions to existing Civics and Government 
standards to improve accuracy as well as clarity for 
Florida teachers and students. 
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New and Revised Standards 
• The proposed new and revised standards were 

then posted online January 24, 2024, and remained 
open for public comment until February 9, 2024. 

• Public feedback was then incorporated into the 
standards. 

• Another rule workshop was held Monday, April 15, 
2024. 

• These standards were presented before and 
adopted by the Florida State Board of Education 
during their May 29, 2024, meeting. 
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New and Revised Courses 
• Following the adoption of the aforementioned standards and 

benchmarks, several new and revised courses are being 
created. 

• These new courses will incorporate the African American 
History Standards adopted in 2023. 

o This includes the creation of a brand new, one credit African American 
History Honors course for high school. 

• The benchmarks created and revised by the Civics and Asian 
American Pacific Islander Workgroups will also be 
incorporated. 

• The History of Communism Standards that are being developed 
will be implemented throughout K-12 courses. 

• These courses are anticipated to be presented to the State 
Board of Education during their meeting in June 2025. 
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Timothy MacGregor 
Director, Social Studies & The Arts 

Bureau of Standards and Instructional Support 
Student Success is our STANDARD 
Florida Department of Education 

Phone: (850) 245-0489 
Email Address: Timothy.MacGregor@fldoe.org 
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    Bureau of Standards and Instructional Support (BSIS) 
Professional Learning Feedback 
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31 

http://www.fldoe.org/


 

www.FLDOE.org 

www.FLDOE.org 
32 

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://twitter.com/EducationFL
https://www.facebook.com/EducationFL
https://www.youtube.com/user/EducationFL
https://www.pinterest.com/floridadoe

	Social Studies Updates
	What Will you Gain from this Session?
	Regional Civics and Instructional Guide Updates
	Regional Civics Literacy Personnel
	Civics Literacy Website
	Instructional Guide for Grades 6-8
	Instructional Guide for Civics
	Social Studies Resources
	Florida Department of Education Website
	Other Resources
	Summer Professional Learning
	Summer Professional Learning Content
	2023 Legislative Updates
	House Bill 1537 (2023)�History of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders
	House Bill 1537 (2023)�9/11 Heroes’ Day
	2024 Legislative Updates
	Senate Bill Analysis
	Senate Bill Analysis
	Senate Bill 1264 (2024)�History of Communism
	Senate Bill 1264 (2024)�Instructional Requirements
	Senate Bill 1264 (2024)�Instructional Requirements, continued
	Senate Bill 1264 �Rule 6A-1.09401, F.A.C., Standards Updates
	Senate Bill 1264 �Rule 6A-1.09412, F.A.C., Course Updates
	Updates for Grades 9-12
	Financial Literacy Graduation Requirement
	FDOE Task Forces
	New and Revised Standards
	New and Revised Standards
	New and Revised Courses
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Website for FDOE
	2024 Charter School Conference SS Updates.10.25.24.TM.pdf
	Instructional Guide for Grades 6-8




