


                                                                   

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Final Order on Broward County School Board vs. Wanda J. Collins 

Board Meeting Date 

January 23, 2024 

Requested Action 

Approve the Final Order adopting the Recommended Order entered on November 7, 
2023, by Cathy M. Sellers, Administrative Law Judge, in the matter of Broward County 
School Board vs. Wanda J. Collins, Case No. 22-0938TTS, in the State of Florida Division of 
Administrative Hearings. 

Background/History 

This item requests Board approval of the Final Order adopting the Recommended Order 
upholding the Superintendent’s recommendation to terminate Wanda J. Collins 
(“Collins”), a mathematics teacher at Crystal Lake Community Middle School (“Crystal 
Lake”). Collins earned four, consecutive, overall “Needs Improvement” evaluations, 
based on metrics that included an Instructional Practice Score and Student Performance 
Score. Under Section 1012.33(3), Florida Statutes, a professional service contract with 
instructional staff, supervisors, and school principals shall be renewed each year unless: 
the employee receives two consecutive annual performance evaluation ratings of 
unsatisfactory under Section 1012.34, Florida Statutes, two annual performance 
evaluation ratings of unsatisfactory within 3-year period under Section 1012.34, Florida 
Statutes, or three consecutive annual performance evaluation ratings of needs 
improvement or a combination of needs improvement and unsatisfactory under Section 
1012.23, Florida Statutes. 

The Administrative Complaint was served on Collins recommending her termination and 
she timely requested a hearing. The School Board approved the recommendation, and 
the matter was transferred to the Division of Administrative Hearings (“DOAH”) to assign 
an Administrative Law Judge (“ALJ”) to conduct the final hearing challenging the School 
Board’s discipline. The DOAH hearing was held, and on November 7, 2023, the ALJ 
entered a Recommended Order in favor of the School Board upholding termination of 
Collin’s employment as a teacher. 

The Superintendent recommends that the School Board approve the Final Order 
adopting the Recommended Order. The School Board’s decision is final. 

For more information, please contact: 

Maya A. Moore 
Assistant General Counsel  
754-321-2050 



                                                                   
Alignment to 2027 Goals and Guardrails 

Business Operations. 

Measurable Outcome(s)/Return on Investment  

Not applicable. 

Financial Impact 

There is no financial impact to the district.  



THE SCHOOL BOARD OF BROWARD COUNTY. FLORIDA 

BROWARD COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD. 

Petitioner. DOAH CASE lo.: 22-0938TTS 

vs. 
RSBM Agenda : 0 .1-23-24-C- I 

W /\NOA J. COLLI 1S. 

Respondent. 
I 

FINAL ORDER 

THIS CAUS , came before THE SCllOOL 80!\RD OF BROWARD COU 'TY. 

FLORIDA (hereafter referred to as the .. SCHOOL BOARD"") at its meeting conducted on January 

23. 2024. to consider adoption of the Recommended Order entered on November 7. 2023. by Cathy 

M. Sellers. Administrati e Law .Judge c·ALr) of the State of Florida Division of Administrative 

Hearings. 

IT IS TH EREUPON !\DJUDGED that: 

1. No party filed exceptions. 

2. The SCHOOL BOARD adopts the Recommended Order in its entiret . which is 

incorporated herein by reference (sec Recommended Order attached hereto as Exhibit '"A .. ). 

3. THE SCI IOOL BOAR 0 hereby terminates Respondent. WA DA .l. COLLI rs as 

a teacher. 

DONE A ·o ORDER ED in Fort Lauderdale. Broward County. Florida. this d-'t> \ ~Y 
. 2024. 



Copies Furnished to: 

DENISE M. HEEKIN. ESQ IRE 
BRYANT. MILLER. OLIVE. P.A. 
I Southeast Third Avenue 
Suite 2200 
Miami. Florida 33131 

ROBERT F. MCKEE. ESQUIRE 
ROBERT F. MCKEE. P.A . 
1401 E. 22 11d A venue 
Tampa. Florida 33605 

DR. PETER B. LICATJ\ , Superintendent of Schools 
011ice of the Superintendent 
The School Board of Brmvard County. Florida 
600 Southeast 1 hird A enue - I Otb Floor 
Fort Lauderdale. Florida 3330 I 

STATE OF FLORIDA. DIVISIO OF 
AD it! lfSTRJ\ llVE HE/\Rl GS 
The DeSoto Bui lding 
1230 Apalachee Parkway 
Tallahassee. Florida 32399-3060 




































































































