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April 28, 2025 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We are writing to express our support for the proposed establishment, development, and implementation of an 

Elementary Education Bachelors Degree Program at North Florida College.  The vast majority of our Dual 

Enrollment program is through North Florida College and many of Suwannee Counties students earn post-

secondary degrees from this institution.  We believe that a teacher preparation program that equips future 

educators with the knowledge, skills, and a passion for education will greatly benefit our community.  North 

Florida College aims to address the demand for well-prepared, well-qualified new teachers.  

This program is timely and will help meet the educational needs of our area.  Last year, over half of our new 

teachers had little or no background experience in the field of education.  We believe having access to teachers, 

who have been trained in pedagogy and evidence-based instructional practices will strengthen our teachers 

teaching and as a result increase the success of our students. 

Suwannee School Suwannee District is currently developing an “Educator Academy” in an effort to “grow our 

own” teachers.  We are collaborating with North Florida College to develop a partnership that will enable 

students to participate in our program and articulate seamlessly into North Florida College and this new 

Elementary Education Program.  In addition, students involved in the new program at NFC could potentially 

complete internships with our district schools giving them hands-on teaching experience and us a potential pool 

of candidates.   

Suwannee School District has worked with NFC on many projects and we are excited at the prospect of an 

Elementary Education Bachelors program.  We believe that this will have a positive impact on both students and 

our community. 

Please feel free to contact me at 386-647-4601, 386-688-4847 (cell), or email me at 

tamara.boggus@suwannee.k12.fl.us. 

 

Sincerely, 

Tamara Boggus 

Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
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November 8, 2024 
 
 
RE: North Florida College’s Bachelor's Degree in Elementary Education 
 
Dear FLDOE:  
 
I am writing this in support of the NFC’s application to offer a Bachelor’s degree in 
Elementary Education.  
 
My name is Philip H. Pinello and I am the Director of Administrative Services 
(HR)/Assistant Superintendent for the Hamiton County School District. One of my main 
duties as HR Director is to recruit and retain highly qualified teachers and staff. 
 
This new program that NFC is planning to offer will help us with our goal of hiring 
certified teachers. With the program within a short driving distance, we will be able to 
point many of our prospective teachers to this local college and hopfully help us grow 
our own instructional staff.   
 
This is a program that is much needed in our community due to the lack of certified 
classroom teachers in our rural area. I fully support this application to help with our 
search for and the hiring of qualified teaching candidates. 
 
If you have questions about this letter of support, you can contact me at 
philip.pinello@hamiltonfl.com or by calling (386) 792-7815. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Philip H. Pinello 
Assistant Superintendent 
Hamilton County School District 
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