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New Worlds Reading Offers Free 
Monthly Books for Eligible Children 

The New Worlds Reading Initiative is a free Florida
literacy program for VPK students who are not yet
meeting standards on the Florida Assessment of
Student Thinking (FAST) assessment.

This statewide book delivery program is a
collaborative effort with the Florida Department of
Education, school districts, the University of Florida
Lastinger Center, and other local and state
organizations.

Enrollment flyers are available in English (PDF),
Spanish (PDF) and Haitian Creole (PDF). Enroll today!

You Can 
Still Register! 

It’s not too late to register for VPK. To be eligible for
VPK, children must live in Florida and be 4 years old
on or before September 1 of the current school year.

Families can register their eligible child on the Early
Learning Family Portal. Then check out the
Prekindergarten Family Guide for tips and resources
for a successful program year.

Registration for the 2026-2027 program year will
begin January 1, 2026.

Looking ahead to November... 

Family Engagement Month
November celebrates the vital role families
play in their children’s early learning.
Building strong partnerships between
families and early learning programs is vital
to support development and success. Look
for resources to help strengthen the bond
between you and your child while achieving
developmental milestones at home and in
school.

Don’t miss an issue! 
Scan the QR code 

and sign up to 
receive Parents’ 

Pages. 

Sign up to receive 
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Fun Fall Family Science Activities 
Leaf Color Change Investigation: Why do leaves change
color? Collect green and colored leaves, then soak them in
a jar of rubbing alcohol for 30 minutes. Place a small
piece of a coffee filter in the jar and watch the magic as
the pigments from green and colored leaves are
extracted. (This activity aligns with Florida Early Learning
and Developmental Standards, VI.A Scientific Inquiry
Through Exploration and Discovery.)

Apple Sauce Science: Gather a few apples and discuss 
their properties that include round, hard, smooth and 
crisp. Cut the apples into small chunks and start to cook 
in a pot. Let your child mash, stir and observe the 
transformation with supervision. Discuss that heat 
changes the apples’ texture and scent. (This activity 
aligns with Florida Early Learning and Developmental 
Standards, VI.C. Physical Science.) 

Fall Theme Sensory: Let your child use their sensory 
organs (eyes, ears, skin, nose and mouth) to discover 
different textures, sounds and tastes with fall-themed 
objects. Let your child hear the sounds of crunching 
leaves, feel the slimy and smooth textures inside a 
pumpkin and explore the flavor of apples by tasting 
fresh apple slices. (This activity aligns with Florida Early 
Learning and Developmental Standards, VI.A Scientific 
Inquiry Through Exploration and Discovery.) 
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