Proposed Revisions to the Perkins State Plan (highlighted in red) for hte 2027-2028 program year

Rural Innovation Grants
Florida has determined that its general allocation adversely impacts rural districts because of their size. Specifically, the model for allocation of funds based on population results in allocations for small population districts that are not sufficient to make a meaningful impact on the availability and quality of CTE programs in those areas. Many of these rural areas include a high percentage of students who are members of subgroups or who are economically disadvantaged. The state therefore resolved that a primary goal in the use of state reserve funds would be to provide additional funding to rural areas through rural innovation grants.

The rural grants will be based upon geographic identifications of counties classifieds by the state as rural and rural municipalities in nonrural counties. Rural areas are defined by the state and documented by the Rural Economic Development Initiative (REDI), which recognizes those rural or economically distressed counties or communities designated pursuant to sections 288.0656 and 288.06561, Florida Statutes, as REDI qualified. The REDI program is administered by Florida Commerce within the Office of Tourism, Trade and Economic Development, and the designation of the REDI counties is updated periodically. Only rural counties and nonrural counties with rural municipalities as identified by REDI shall be considered for participation in this funding. 

The geographic allocation by rural county will be calculated as follows:
· minimum base amount of $50,000; and
· inverse proportionate share of remaining funds based upon the non-seasonally adjusted labor force form size for the most recently available year. The inverse proportionate share formula allows smaller districts to receive a larger share of the overall allocation.
The geographic allocation for nonrural counties with rural municipalities will be calculated as follows: 
· base amount of $25,000 for each county with at least one rural municipality.
Eligible recipients providing secondary and postsecondary programs in the geographic area will be required to submit a joint application based upon a local agreement. The local agreement on use of the Rural Innovation Grant funds must include the school district, any district postsecondary institution serving the county and the FCS institution serving the county. The fiscal arrangement for funds must include documentation that the students served with the funds are from the rural count/rural municipalities or receiving services in the county or municipalities and must reflect the project and the size of the population (secondary and postsecondary) impacted by the funds. 
If all eligible recipients cannot reach an agreement on the use of funds, FDOE will select the fiscal agency and make allocation decisions based upon the number of students served in the county with the proposed use of funds.
While the current Rural Innovation Grants address the needs of CTE students residing in rural counties, feedback during the State Plan public comment period indicated that consideration should be given to rural communities located within counties not designated as “rural.” Many of the state’s larger counties, for example, have significant rural populations that face many of the same challenges as rural-designated districts that receive additional grants through the Reserve Fund. During the first year of the Plan, FDOE will further investigate the unique needs of these communities to determine if an expansion of the Rural Innovation Grants, or other accommodations, are warranted. 

