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Welcome and Housekeeping 
Reminders for Participants 
• Log onto the GoToWebinar to view 

presentation 
• Mute phone by dialing *6 and 

avoid placing call on hold 
• State your name and organization 

when asking a question or making 
a comment  
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Today’s Workshop Agenda 

 Briefly review revisions to 
select Certification Rules from 
Chapter 6A-4 

 Solicit questions and 
comments from workshop 
participants 

 

3 



2016 Legislative Acts 

 Chapter 2016-142  
House Bill 1157: Post-

Secondary Education for 
Veterans 

 Chapter 2016-117 
House Bill 189: STEM Teacher 

Certification 
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Defense Language Proficiency Test 
(DLPT)/Defense Language Institute (DLI) 

 6A-4.002, F.A.C., General Provisions 
 Satisfies specialization requirements 

and subject mastery for world 
language certification 
 DLPT: Requires passing scores of 2 or 

higher on subtests in Reading & 
Listening  
 DLI: Requires official documentation 

of Basic program completion 
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DLPT Languages 
Arabic 
Chinese 
French 
German 
Greek 
Hebrew 
Hindi 
Italian 
Japanese 
Persian Farsi 
Portuguese 
Russian 
Spanish 
Turkish 

Proficiency 
Level 

Score 

Functionally Native 
Proficiency 5 

Advanced Professional 
Proficiency Plus 4+ 

Advanced Professional 
Proficiency 4 

General Professional 
Proficiency Plus 3+ 

General Professional 
Proficiency 3 

Limited Working 
Proficiency Plus 2+ 
Limited Working 
Proficiency 2 
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Professional Certificates 

 6A-4.004, F.A.C., Florida Educator’s 
Certificates  

 Proposed revisions:  
 Revise specificity of requirements for 

earning a professional certificate 
 Include reference to provisions for 

renewal and extensions 
 Remove reference to verification of 

subject matter competencies 
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STEM Teacher Certification 

 6A-4.004, F.A.C., (cont’d) 
 Add alternative requirements for certification 

in a science, technology, engineering, or 
mathematics (STEM) grades 6-12 area: 
 Hold a master’s degree or higher in a STEM area 
 Earn passing scores on educator certification exams 
 Teach a high school course 
 Achieve a highly effective rating based on student 

performance on a standardized state or national 
exam as outlined in a FLDOE approved district 
evaluation plan 
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Sample STEM 
Courses/Certifications 

Course Exam Certification Grade 6-12 

Marine Science 1 IB Chemistry, Earth-Space Science, Physics, 
Biology 

Statistics and Probability IB Mathematics 

Computer Science A AP Computer Science (K-12) 

Environmental Science AP Chemistry, Biology, Earth-Space Science 

Biology I AS Level AICE Biology 

Integrated Science 3 Honors EOC (Biology) Earth-Space Science, Biology, Physics, 
Chemistry  

Algebra I Honors EOC (Algebra) Mathematics 
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Review and Comment 

 Proposed draft language will be 
available for review and open for 
comments at:
 State Board Rules Under Review

 
 

https://app1.fldoe.org/rules/default.
aspx 

 Educator Certification Rule 
Development 

http://www.fldoe.org/teaching/certif
ication/ed-certification-rule-dev/  
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Questions and Comments 

 Submit questions/comments via chat window 
 Caller identifies him/herself and 

organization(s) representing 
 Provide brief, clear and concise 

comments 
 Questions and comments will be captured for 

further review and consideration  

 
   Thank you! 
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Log onto the GoToWebinar to view presentation

Mute phone by dialing *6 and avoid placing call on hold

State your name and organization when asking a question or making a comment 

Welcome and Housekeeping

Reminders for Participants
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Today’s Workshop Agenda

Briefly review revisions to select Certification Rules from Chapter 6A-4

Solicit questions and comments from workshop participants
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The purpose of today’s rule development workshop is to present proposed revisions to two certification rules codified in Chapter 6A-4: 

		Rule 6A-4.002, General Provisions

		Rule 6A-4.004, Florida Educator’s Certificates. 





Stakeholders will have the opportunity to ask questions and provide comments about the proposed rule revisions. We will have a break for questions after presenting the changes to General Provisions. You may submit comments at any time during the workshop via the chat window. 

*









2016 Legislative Acts

Chapter 2016-142 

		House Bill 1157: Post-Secondary Education for Veterans



Chapter 2016-117

		House Bill 189: STEM Teacher Certification
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*



On Slide 4, we have provided citations to the legislative acts of the 2016 Florida Legislature that have prompted revisions to the educator certification rules. They relate to post-secondary education for veterans and certification requirements for educators in science, technology, engineering, or mathematics (STEM) areas. 

*









6A-4.002, F.A.C., General Provisions

Satisfies specialization requirements and subject mastery for world language certification

DLPT: Requires passing scores of 2 or higher on subtests in Reading & Listening 

DLI: Requires official documentation of Basic program completion



Defense Language Proficiency Test (DLPT)/Defense Language Institute (DLI)
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*



The State Board of Education (SBE) will consider proposed revisions to the Examinations section (4) of the General Provisions rule. 



The Defense Language Proficiency Test (DLPT) will be added as an additional option for meeting specialization AND subject mastery requirements in a world language. A reference to the Basic Program of the Defense Language Institute (DLI) currently codified in rule 6A-4.0243, Specialization Requirements for World Languages, will be inserted in the rule. Successful completion of the DLI Basic program will also satisfy subject area mastery. 



Currently, the Department offers certification in 16 languages. The DLPT and DLI will be offered in addition to the ACTFL and FL SAEs. Required verification will be official score reports for the DLPT and official transcripts notating successful program completion for the DLI.

*
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		DLPT Languages

		Arabic

		Chinese

		French

		German

		Greek

		Hebrew

		Hindi

		Italian

		Japanese

		Persian Farsi

		Portuguese

		Russian

		Spanish

		Turkish



		Proficiency Level		Score

		Functionally Native Proficiency		5

		Advanced Professional Proficiency Plus		4+

		Advanced Professional Proficiency		4

		General Professional Proficiency Plus		3+

		General Professional Proficiency		3

		Limited Working Proficiency Plus		2+

		Limited Working Proficiency		2

































































*



The charts on Slide 6 list the fourteen languages for which the DLPT is offered and the passing scores and proficiency levels. The minimum passing score of 2 on the DLPT is equivalent to the passing score of above the intermediate level on the ACTFL. 



Applicants will be able to use the DLPT for Spanish, German, and French although FL subject area exams are offered in these languages. 



The ten (10) year limitation on educator certification exams in (4)(a) of this rule will apply to DLPT scores. 



**We will now PAUSE for questions about the DLPT/DLI.** 

*









6A-4.004, F.A.C., Florida Educator’s Certificates 

Proposed revisions: 

Revise specificity of requirements for earning a professional certificate

Include reference to provisions for renewal and extensions

Remove reference to verification of subject matter competencies

Professional Certificates
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The State Board of Education will also consider changes to the rule that specifies requirements for Florida Educator’s Certificates. Currently, the rule provides a general definition of the Professional Certificate. The revisions include detailed eligibility and application requirements for issuance of a Professional Certificate. An additional revision to the rule is inserting a reference to Rule 6A-4.0051 regarding renewal and extension of a Professional Certificate. 



The option to use subject matter competencies is limited to subject coverages without state developed or State Board approved examinations. The reference in this rule is superseded by law. Acceptable means for demonstrating mastery of subject area knowledge are defined in 1012.56, Florida Statutes. 

*









6A-4.004, F.A.C., (cont’d)

Add alternative requirements for certification in a science, technology, engineering, or mathematics (STEM) grades 6-12 area:

Hold a master’s degree or higher in a STEM area

Earn passing scores on educator certification exams

Teach a high school course

Achieve a highly effective rating based on student performance on a standardized state or national exam as outlined in a FLDOE approved district evaluation plan







STEM Teacher Certification
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This amendment to the rule includes alternative criteria for applicants seeking certification in STEM areas for grades 6-12. These alternative requirements include holding an advanced degree in a STEM field, teaching a high school course in the field of the advanced degree and achieving a highly effective rating based on student performance on International Baccalaureate (IB), Advanced Placement (AP), Advanced International Certificate of Education (AICE) or state assessments such as an end-of-course (EOC). STEM educators will also be required to earn passing scores on educator certification exams- general knowledge, subject area, and professional education. 



Applicants satisfying these alternative requirements will be considered to have demonstrated mastery of professional preparation and education competence. It is a new pathway to the Professional Certificate. 



*









Sample STEM Courses/Certifications
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		Course		Exam		Certification Grade 6-12

		Marine Science 1		IB		Chemistry, Earth-Space Science, Physics, Biology

		Statistics and Probability		IB		Mathematics

		Computer Science A		AP		Computer Science (K-12)

		Environmental Science		AP		Chemistry, Biology, Earth-Space Science

		Biology I AS Level		AICE		Biology

		Integrated Science 3 Honors		EOC (Biology)		Earth-Space Science, Biology, Physics, Chemistry 

		Algebra I Honors		EOC (Algebra)		Mathematics































*



The Department compiled a list of courses from the Course Code Directory that require an IB, AP, AICE, or EOC exam and certification in a STEM area. The chart on Slide 9 provides a snapshot of the sample STEM courses with corresponding exams and certifications.  



Teachers assigned to STEM courses requiring one of the four exam types specified in law may be eligible for the alternative requirements for the Professional Certificate in a STEM area. 



Computer Science is the only STEM coverage that will cover grades K-12. 

*









		Proposed draft language will be available for review and open for comments at:

		State Board Rules Under Review



https://app1.fldoe.org/rules/default.aspx

		Educator Certification Rule Development



http://www.fldoe.org/teaching/certification/ed-certification-rule-dev/ 

Review and Comment
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Current Certification Rule language codified in Chapter 6A-4 of the Florida Administrative Code, as well as notices of rule actions, may be retrieved from the Administrative Code site hosted by the Florida Department of State.

Once finalized, draft language proposed for rulemaking will be made available for review and public comment at the State Board Rules Under Review site.

Educator Certification will post all relevant materials to its Rule Development site.

*









Questions and Comments

Submit questions/comments via chat window

Caller identifies him/herself and organization(s) representing

		Provide brief, clear and concise comments



Questions and comments will be captured for further review and consideration 



   Thank you!
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That concludes our presentation for today’s rule development workshop to address Educator Certification Rules in Chapter 6A-4 of the Florida Administrative Code. 



At this time, we invite your comments or questions regarding the rule revisions.



Thank you for your participation. 

*
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