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HB 989 Instructional Materials
(CH. 2017-177, Laws of Florida)

Bill Sponsor:  Representative Donalds
Effective Date: July 1, 2017

DOE Contact: Hershel Lyons, Chancellor, Division of Public Schools, (850) 245-0509

Executive Summary:

The bill makes several revisions to a district school board’s adoption process for instructional materials.
Specifically, the bill revises district school board responsibilities, including maintaining instructional
materials information on its website, allowing residents of a district to challenge the use or adoption of
instructional materials, revise the process for a resident to challenge instructional materials, requiring
procedural protections for a public hearing, and revising evaluations of materials to prohibit certain
materials.

Section 1.
Amends s. 1002.20, F.S., K-12 student and parent rights, to:
o Align statutory citations with the re-designations of subsections in s. 1006.28, F.S.

Section 2.
Amends s. 1006.28, F.S., Duties of district school board, district school superintendent; and school
principal regarding K-12 instructional materials, to:

e Provide definitions for “adequate instructional materials,” “instructional materials,” “resident,” and
“purchase.”

e Add the requirement that district school boards are responsible for the content of materials “and
any other materials...made available in a school library, or included on a reading list.”

e Require each school district shall maintain a current list of instructional materials on its website.

e Add parents or a resident of the county to those who must be covered by the district school board
policy regarding objections to specific instructional material and given an opportunity to proffer
evidence for objection, including materials that do not meet criteria of ss. 1006.31(2) or s.
1006.40(3)(d), F.S., or pornographic material.

e Add that public hearings held for timely petitions be held before an “unbiased and qualified hearing
officer.” The hearing officer may not be an employee or agent of the school district.

e Require that school districts provide access to materials or books, upon written request.
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Section 3.
Amends s. 1006.283, F.S., District school board instructional materials review process, to:
e Require the public hearing for district adoption of materials to allow for a parent of a student in
public school or resident to offer evidence that recommended materials do not meet criteria
provided in s. 1006.31(2), F.S.

Section 4.
Amends s. 1006.31, F.S., Duties of the Department of Education and school district instructional materials
reviewer, to:
e Require that the selection criteria in s. 1006.34(2)(b), F.S., are to be used by state instructional
reviewers and be free of pornography and material prohibited under s. 847.012, F.S.

Section 5.
Amends s. 1006.40, F.S., Use of instructional materials allocation; instructional materials, library books,
and reference books; repair of books, to:

e Remove the requirement that at least 50 percent of the instructional materials allocation be used
for the purchase of digital or electronic materials that are included on the state adopted list.

e Remove the need for compliance with subsection (3) from districts implementing their own
instructional materials program under s. 1006.283, F.S.

e Require that, except as authorized in (b) and (c), district school boards shall use the annual
allocation only for purchase of materials that meet standards and are included in the state adopted
list.

e Add materials purchased must be free of pornography, suited to student needs and appropriate for
grade level.

e Each school district is responsible for content of all materials used in the classroom “or otherwise
made available.”

e Provide that districts implementing their own instructional materials program do not have to comply
with subsection (5).

e Allow a district that implements its own instructional materials program under s. 1006.283, F.S., to
use all of its annual instructional materials allocation on instructional materials not on the state-
adopted list but must meet criteria of s. 1006.31(2), F.S., and be consistent with course
expectations based on district’s student progression plan and course description.

Section 6.
Amends s. 1006.42, F.S., Responsibility of students and parents for instructional materials, to:
e Align statutory citations with the re-designations of subsections in s. 1006.28, F.S.
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Section 7.
e Provides an effective date of July 1, 2017.

General Implementation Timeline:
July 1, 2017  District implementation to begin.

No state implementation tasks required.
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