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Our Mission

UF Lastinger Center for Learning and Scholastic

TheUFLastinger Center is to improve the quality of teaching, learning, and childcare. We research, 
develop, and scale equitable educational innovations for adults and children that put all learners on 
trajectories for lifelong success.



New Worlds Reading Initiative Vision Year 2
Create at-home libraries 
for eligible students

Establish community & 
statewide partnerships

Build excitement for 
reading through statewide 
promotional campaign

Develop teacher experts in 
the science of reading 
through microcredentials 
and create home school 
connections in literacy

Develop caregivers' 
confidence & capacity to 
support children's reading

UF Lastinger Center for Learning and Scholastic



Florida public and charter school 
students in kindergarten
through fifth grade are eligible 
based on the following criteria:

• Any student who has been 
identified as not yet reading 
on grade level based on The 
Florida Assessment of 
Student Thinking (FAST)

• Any student who receives Tier 
2 or Tier 3 reading instruction

*Current Eligibility

UF Lastinger Center for Learning and Scholastic



NWRIOutreach 
at a Glance
NWRIYear 1Overview

• Attended Community Outreach Events
• Community Health Fairs
• School Resource Fairs
• Community Family Nights
• School Science Fairs

• Regional Outreach Efforts
• District Information Sessions and 

weekly emails
• 700,000 NWRI Flyers Mailed to Every 

Elementary School Twice last Year
• Over 500 Flyers Distributed at Outreach 

Events
• Pop-Up Banners

• Piloted in schools For One Week

Gainesville Health Fair

Faith & Family Ag Festival

Resilience Family Fest

Party for the Planet
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“I like that my parents don’t always have to buy me books. Ican get them in the 

mail. It’s also kind of fun. Itmakes me feel like reading more because they’re 

mine. I like to read all kinds of books. When Iget a book in the mail with my name 

on it on the box, Ifeel like I’m special.”

- NWRIStudent Testimonial
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Year2Data 
(October 2022 - Present)

NEWWORLDSREADINGINITIATIVE

556,392

UF Lastinger Center for Learning and Scholastic

Eligible children 
across the state 

of Florida

125,530+ 227,774+
Eligible children Books shipped 

enrolled



Year2LiteracyResources
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Literacy 
Resources

•Book Lists

•Interactive Reading 
Guides (IRGs)

•Videos

UF Lastinger Center for Learning and Scholastic

 



Interactive Reading 
Guides (IRGs)
•K-2 IRGs are printed and 
mailed to families

•K-5 digital IRGs available 
on the New Worlds 
Reading website

•Scope & Sequence for 
word work aligned with the 
Florida B.E.S.T ELA 
Standards

UF Lastinger Center for Learning and Scholastic



Student Enrollment Data 
Outreach

Engagement
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● Updated Flyers will be 
shipped to Florida 
Public and Charter 
Schools

● Please support 
Principals to identify 
students already 
enrolled

● Useflyers to market 
to eligible students 
who are not yet 
enrolled
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Updated Flyers



NewWorlds 
Reading

School Toolkit

UF Lastinger Center for Learning and Scholastic



Sample Messaging to Teachers
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Sample Messaging to Parents
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Sample Social Media
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Visual Assets
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2022-2023 School &Community 
Engagement Includes:

Engagement 
Opportunities

• Host/Co-Host Literacy Nights
• Family Academy Nights
• Academic Nights
• Foster Current Relationships to 

Continue Enrolling Eligible 
Students

• Creating Stronger Partnerships 
with Lower Enrolled Districts

• Creating Stronger Partnerships 
with School Family and 
Community Engagement 
Liaisons

• Partnering with Public Libraries
• PTA/PTO sponsored events
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With access to student level 
enrollment data, how can we 
reach more eligible students 

to enroll?
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“My daughter Isa struggling reader, so to be a part of this program isawesome. 

Thebook program has encouraged [my child’s] reading, which has improved 

her whole life. For her now to feel comfortable enough to just pick up a book that 

has been sent to her has changed her. Nowshe says ‘Hey, Mom, I’m gonna go sit 

and read’. That didn’t happen before.”

- NWRIFamily Testimonial
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NEWWORLDSREADINGINITIATIVE

NextSteps 1

2

3

Help us get eligible students registered
District Toolkit & School Toolkit will be shared

Be an ambassador for the 
program
Spread the word to families, communities, & educators

Follow us on social media
Learn about our events

@NewWorldsReading @newworldsreading @newworldsFL

www.newworldsreading.com
21 UF Lastinger Center for Learning and Scholastic

http://www.newworldsreading.com/


THANKYOU

visit: www.newworldsreading.com
or email: new.worlds@coe.ufl.edu

@NewWorldsReading
22 UF Lastinger Center for Learning and Scholastic

@newworldsreading @newworldsFL

http://www.newworldsreading.com/
mailto:new.worlds@coe.ufl.edu


Books
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New Worlds 
Reading 
Scholarship 
Accounts.
Helping struggling readers afford the support they 
need to succeed.



Our Mission
Step Up For Students empowers families to pursue and engage in the most appropriate 
learning options for their children, with an emphasis on families who lack the 
information and financial resources to access these options.

Step Up For Students is a state-approved nonprofit scholarship funding organization that helps
administer four scholarships for Florida schoolchildren:

Florida Tax Credit 
Scholarship Program
(FTC) for lower to
middle income
families

The Family Empowerment 
Scholarship(FES) for lower to
middle income families and
students with unique 
abilities (formerly Gardiner)

The Hope Scholarship for
public school students
who are bullied or 
victims of violence

New Worlds Reading
Scholarship Accounts for
K-5 public school
students who struggle
with reading



Who Qualifies?



Eligibility Requirements



The Scholarship



The New Worlds Reading Scholarship Program offers families access to Education Savings Accounts (ESAs) worth $500 each.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R6HgI9mdsgA&feature=share&si=ELPmzJkDCLju2KnD5oyZMQ


New Worlds Reading Scholarship Accounts



How to Apply



How to Apply

1 Visit 

stepupforstudents.org/reading

Click “Apply Now” at the top of 
the webpage

2
Create a 
Guardian Profile 
+ Add Students

This is quick and 
easy and works 
just like setting up 
an account on any 
website

3
Complete the 
Application

Most information 
will be pulled in 
from the Guardian 
Profile and My 
Students page

http://www.stepupforstudents.org/reading


Important!
• Schools/providers should NOT complete 

guardian profiles and applications on 
parents’ behalf. ESAs are like bank 
accounts that only parents/guardians 
should have access to.

• Step Up For Students will communicate 
important information to the email 
address they use when the 
parent/guardian creates their account.



Education Market Assistant

• Step Up For Students has created a 
platform that allows parents to 
manage their scholarships from 
application to spending the funds.

• You’ll see different features of 
EMA throughout this presentation.
First stop: Creating an account!



Demo Let’s go through the process 

together!



Next Steps
Step Up For Students and the FL 
Department of Education work together 
to determine applicant eligibility. This 
process may take up to 45 days.

Families will receive an email when 
their student’s eligibility has been 
determined, but they can also log in to 
their account any time to view their 
application status.

If awarded a scholarship, families will  
receive another email notifying them 
when their student’s account is funded.



How to Use the 
Scholarship Funds



There are 3 ways to utilize the scholarship 
through the EMA platform:

1 Direct Pay 

Providers

Families can 
shop for tutors, 
and after-school 
and summer 
literacy 
programs!

2 MyScholarShop

Families can shop 
for pre-approved 
instructional 
materials!

3 Reimbursements

Families can pay 
for products and 
services out-of-
pocket and submit 
a receipt for 
reimbursement!



#1: Direct Pay Providers

Through the EMA Marketplace, families can shop for tutors and summer and after-school literacy 

programs. Services are paid for through EMA and parents never have to pay out-of-pocket!



#2: MyScholarShop

Through the EMA Marketplace, families can access MyScholarShop. Think of this like an Amazon 

for pre-approved instructional materials. Products on MyScholarShop are paid for through EMA 

and the parent never has to pay out-of-pocket!



#2: MyScholarShop

Instructional materials include laptops, tablets, online software programs, books, and more!



#3: Reimbursements

Not seeing a specific provider or product 

available through our direct-purchasing 

marketplace? No problem!

Families can always pay for qualifying 

services and products out-of-pocket and 

submit a receipt to be reimbursed.



How can you help?



Spread the word!
Do you know students who could benefit? Tell their 

parents to visit stepupforstudents.org/reading

(or sufs.org/reading)!

Do you know a service provider or vendor that could help 

struggling readers? Send them to stepupforstudents.org 

to learn more about how to participate!

Would you like flyers to help spread the word? Email 

Melissa Jaramillo (mjaramillo@sufs.org).

stepupforstudents.org/reading
sufs.org/reading
stepupforstudents.org


Q&A

Let’s spend a few minutes 
working through any questions 

you may have!



Next Steps

Thank you for taking the time to learn about the New Worlds 
Reading Scholarship Program! Do you have additional questions? 
Shoot me an email!

stepupforstudents.org
877.735.7837 Jennifer Canning

New Worlds Reading Scholarship Accounts Director

P: 727-451-9839
E: jcanning@sufs.org
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