Introduction to Literary Periods

and Rhetoric in Writing
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Objectives

 Develop an understanding of literary periods and
rhetoric and their connection to related B.E.S.T.
English Language Arts (ELA) benchmarks.

e Examine sample instructional activities aligned with
R.3.4 Understanding Rhetoric benchmark.

 Analyze student writing samples to determine
instructional needs.
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Handout #1

Literary Periods: Grades 6-8

Grades 6-8 begin with the
Colonial and Early
National and Romantic
literary periods.
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Literary Periods: Grades 9-12

Grades 9-12 begin with the
Classical, Medieval and
Renaissance literary
periods.
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Infusion of Literary Periods

Comparative Reading

ELA.6.R.3.3: Compare and contrast how authors from
different time periods address the same or related topics.

Benchmark Clarifications:_

Clarification 1: Texts for this benchmark should be selected
from the following literary periods:
. Colonial and Early National Period (1600-1830)
- Romantic Period (1790-1870)
Realism and Naturalism Period (1870-1930)
- Modernist Period (1910-1945)
- Contemporary Period (1945-present)
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Why are literary periods important?

By reading texts from different literary periods,
students build their background knowledge and
vocabulary. These are major factors in becoming

skilled readers.

Background knowledge encompasses context,
exigence, author's perspective, social issues of the

time period and anachronisms.
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Handout #2

Literary Periods and Rhetoric — Example

Excerpt from “A Modest Proposal” by Jonathan Swift

“I do therefore humbly offer it to publick consideration, that of the hundred
and twenty thousand children, already computed, twenty thousand may be
reserved for breed, whereof only one fourth part to be males; which is more
than we allow to sheep, black cattle, or swine, and my reason is, that these
children are seldom the fruits of marriage, a circumstance not much regarded
by our savages, therefore, one male will be sufficient to serve four females.
That the remaining hundred thousand may, at a year old, be offered in sale to
the persons of quality and fortune, through the kingdom, always advising the
mother to let them suck plentifully in the last month, so as to render them
plump, and fat for a good table. A child will make two dishes at an
entertainment for friends, and when the family dines alone, the fore or hind
quarter will make a reasonable dish, and seasoned with a little pepper or salt,
will be very good boiled on the fourth day, especially in winter.” (Paragraph 9)

How might not discussing the time period of this piece impact students’
ability to explain the author’s use of rhetoric?
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What is Rhetoric?

Rhetoric: the art or skill of
speaking or writing formally and
effectively especially as a way to

persuade or influence people
(Glossary, p. 218)
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Why is teaching rhetoric important?

Rhetoric connects purpose to the act of writing.

Awareness of rhetoric helps to build discernment in
the audience.

Knowledge of the techniques of rhetoric creates
more effective communicators.

Understanding rhetoric gives the reader/listener a
more thorough understanding of the levels of
meaning within a piece.

www.FLDOE.org



http://www.fldoe.org/



http://www.fldoe.org/

Rhetoric Progression

R.3.4 Understanding Rhetoric

ELA.12.R.3.4 Evaluate rhetorical choices across multiple texts.

ELA.11.R.3.4 Evaluate an author’s use of rhetoric in text.

ELA.10.R.3.4 Analyze an author’s use of rhetoric in a text.

ELA.9.R.3.4 Explain an author’s use of rhetoric in a text.

ELA.8.R.3.4 Explain how an author uses rhetorical devices to support
or advance an appeal.

ELA.7.R.3.4 Explain the meaning and/or significance of rhetorical
devices in a text.

ELA.6.R.3.4 Identify rhetorical appeals in a text.

www.FLDOE.org

11


http://www.fldoe.org/

Rhetorical Appeals and
Descriptors

Ethos: an appeal to credibility,
ethics or moral principles

Pathos: an appeal to emotion

Logos: an appeal to logic or reason

Kairos: an appeal to time or place

A text written to evoke haste in responding to
the declining Florida panther population
discusses the implication of panther mortality
rates.

A text incorporates sound reasoning supported
by the citation of relevant statistics in order to
attract monetary support for legislation
proposed to protect endangered species.

A text includes the use of vivid, emotive
language, intended to incite intense feeling in a
reader regarding the destruction of the Florida
panther’s natural habitat.

A text written to encourage support for the
protection of the Florida panther features an
interview with a renowned biologist who is an
expert on endangered species.
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Handout #3

Let’s Try It!

Text: “Eulogy of the Dog” by George G. Vest
Benchmark: ELA.6.R.3.4: Identify rhetorical
appeals in a text.

Directions: Read through the text. Then highlight examples of
ethos, pathos and logos. Be sure to label each highlighted section.

Remember:

Ethos: an appeal to credibility, ethics or moral principles
Pathos: an appeal to emotion

Logos: an appeal to logic or reason

13
www.FLDOE.orqg



http://www.fldoe.org/

Handout #3

What background knowledge would

make this text more accessible to your
students?

Logos

Ethos

Pathos
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1
Handout #4
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Handouts #1, #5
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Handout #6
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Handout #1

Grade 10 Example

Text: “For the Equal Rights Amendment” by Shirley Chisholm
Benchmark: ELA.10.R.3.4: Analyze an author’s use of rhetoric in a text.

Discussion Question: As we read the speech “For the Equal Rights Amendment,” jot down at
least one rhetorical device that is used to advance a rhetorical appeal in the speech and
analyze the impact of the rhetorical device on the author’s purpose or perspective. Discuss
your findings with your group.

Possible Answer: Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm uses metaphors to support ethos
throughout the text by comparing the advancement in civil rights and the barriers facing the
rights of women to establish a significant need for change.
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Rhetoric in Student Writing

“...rhetoric will be introduced earlier, now during
6th grade, so that students will have an

understanding of the appeals — logos, pathos, and
ethos — when starting argumentative writing. It is

vital that students have the tools of
understanding how argumentation works as they
are learning to write arguments.”

B.E.S.T. ELA Standards, page 7
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Student Use of Rhetoric Considerations

Initial Student
Response

“Do you like social media? Well, | love it.
Everyone should use social media.”

Instructional

The question is attempting to appeal to the

Guidance reader’s emotions, but it falls short of evoking
powerful emotions. Using a more pointed
qguestion with emotion-evoking language will
help the student develop pathos.

Improved “Can you imagine the loneliness and

Student heartbreak of not seeing your family or friends

Response each day? Social media provides the much-

needed connection at our fingertips.”
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Student Rhetorical Analysis Considerations

Initial Student
Response

“The author uses pathos to achieve his
purpose.”

Instructional
Guidance

Students need to know that using the Greek
term does not get to the specificity that is
needed to achieve the level of the standards
after 6th grade. Teachers would want students
to first address either pathos or purpose. The
author appeals to the reader's sense of fairness
OR the author uses pathos to make them feel
sympathy for the hungry child.

Improved
Student
Response

“The author appeals to the reader’s sense of
fairness in order to make them feel sympathy
for the hungry child.”
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Handouts #4, #5

Student Use of Rhetoric - Let’s Try It!

Initial “Many people like social media.”
Student

Response

Instructional | How could this writer strengthen
Guidance the ethos in the sentence?
Improved Jot down an improved sentence.
Student

Response
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Reflection
Start-Pause-Continue
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Survey

Introduction to Literary Periods and Rhetoric in Writing
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