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FCAT 2008 Grade 10 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 1-B 

Score Point: 1 

The writer takes the position that students should volunteer to work in the community. The 
support consists of fragmentary lists. The writer mentions a couple of benefits to the community 
and lists some volunteer opportunities for students: “raeding to the kid, steart a car whis, cleans 
parks, clean our school, start a poregam like big brother and sister, and be drug free.” There is 
little evidence of an organizational pattern, exemplified by a lack of transitions and the use of 
illogical connections between ideas. Word choice is limited, and frequent errors occur in the 
conventions of usage and mechanics. 
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Anchor Paper 2-A
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FCAT 2008 Grade 10 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 2-B 

Score Point: 1 

The writer takes the position that the decision to work three hours in the community should be 
left to the student’s discretion. The writer attempts an organizational pattern with a minimal 
beginning, middle, and end, but the result is a paper that lacks a sense of completeness. The 
writer does not develop support for his/her position: “community leader should know that most 
high school students won’t work for free. So that plan more than likely will not work, unless 
you have some sort of way to reward them.” Errors occur in the basic conventions of sentence 
structure, mechanics, usage, and punctuation. 
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FCAT 2008 Grade 10 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 3-B 

Score Point: 1 

This writer addresses the topic and takes the position that students do not have time to volunteer 
to work for three hours in the community. The writer uses the transitional terms “first,” “second,” 
and “third” to introduce supporting ideas. The support, however, is brief: “have to do home 
work during the after noon,” “have to do chords … that can take the hole after noon,” and 
“have to work … and that can take the hole after noon.” Although the writer does mention that 
other responsibilities take too much time from a student’s week, the support is undeveloped:  
“weekend … days are to spend with your family.” Frequent errors occur in mechanics, usage, 
and punctuation, and some commonly used words are spelled incorrectly. 
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Anchor Paper 4-A
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FCAT 2008 Grade 10 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 4-B 

Score Point: 2 

This brief response begins with the position that students should not have to do community 
service. The response has a brief beginning, middle, and end. To support the idea that students 
should not do community service, the writer states that “the students job is to accell in the class 
room, not clean up trash.” This idea is vaguely extended: “It is the city’s job to do that … thats 
why we pay taxes.” The writer provides list-like support for students already having enough to 
do at school: “such as finish all classwork, prepair for tests, get home and do homework.” Word 
choice is limited and predictable, and convention errors occur in sentence structure and spelling. 
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FCAT 2008 Grade 10 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 5-B 

Score Point: 2 

The writer takes the position that it is a “great idea” for students to do volunteer work. 

The response has a sense of organization, including having a beginning, middle, and end.  

Transitional devices are used sporadically. Support is generally undeveloped and nonspecific.  

The writer provides a vague extension for students feeling “better about themselfs for doing 

something helpful” by adding “people will think better of you.” Some sense of specificity occurs 

in the conclusion when the writer says, “Just think about it those 3 Hours you do at home after 

school watching T.V. or hanging out with friends could be spent wisely.” Errors occur in the 

conventions of sentence structure, usage, and spelling. 
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FCAT 2008 Grade 10 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 6-B 

Score Point: 2 

This writer takes the position that students should volunteer to work for three hours in the 
community. The writer attempts an organizational pattern. Transitions, however, are rarely used, 
and ideas do not progress logically. Support is erratic. Many of the writer’s ideas are nonspecific, 
such as volunteer work that allows the students to “get to experiance how it is to work.” The 
specific idea of “helping the young chidren on there homework” is extended, but the extension 
lacks specificity: “they can get reddy for there future.” Errors occur in the conventions of 
mechanics, usage, and spelling. 
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FCAT 2008 Grade 10 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 7-B 

Score Point: 3 

This response takes the position that students should volunteer to work in the community. “it’s 
always good to give back to the community, and to help other’s that need help.” A predictable 
organizational pattern is provided, but transitional terms are used ineffectively. Although the 
writer extends the supporting ideas, the support is limited and vague: “we could work with kid’s 
That cant read, and teach Them how to. and the one’s that cant here, we could teach them sign 
Language.” Word choice is adequate, and some sentence variety is present. Errors occur in the 
conventions of usage, punctuation, and spelling. 
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FCAT 2008 Grade 10 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 8-C 

Score Point: 3 

This response takes the position that high school students should volunteer to work in the 
community. The response demonstrates a basic organizational pattern. Transitions are not used 
effectively throughout the response, and development of support is uneven. The first point, “this 
can teach teenagers to help others” is minimally extended with a list: “feeding animals, helping 
senior citizens, … helping needy familys.” The second point, responsibility, is supported in a 
section that includes a brief comment on each of the following: working, caring, and helping. 
The third point is briefly extended, and the fourth and final point is extended but the support is 
repetitive and nonspecific: “it would be great to have kids help make our world less polluted, are 
at least our community. Pollution is ruining our society more and more everyday … teenagers 
can help our community be less polluted.” Word choice is adequate, and the response generally 
follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, punctuation, and spelling. 
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FCAT 2008 Grade 10 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 9-C 

Score Point: 3 

This response takes the position that students should work in the community. An organizational 
pattern is demonstrated, but the writer fails to provide logical connections between ideas. 
Support is provided through examples of how community service would benefit young people 
and the community, but the examples are generally undeveloped and often unrelated to one 
another. The inconsistency in support is illustrated with the writer’s idea that students’ “views 
on certain things could change” because of community service. Both the abstract idea of youth 
becoming “more sensible to the feelings of people experiencing poverty” and the more concrete 
idea that “not recycling their newspaper could cause a major dissruption in our ecosystem” are 
provided. Word choice is adequate, although some vague words are included (e.g., “things” and 
“stuff”). Sentence structures are varied, and the response generally follows the conventions of 
mechanics, usage, punctuation, and spelling. 
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FCAT 2008 Grade 10 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 10-B 

Score Point: 4 

This response takes the position that students should work in their community. This position is 
narrowed in the introduction: “You have to earn what you want in order to get what you want.” 
An organizational pattern is apparent, and transitional devices are used effectively. The writer 
develops support for each argument, but some of the details lack specificity: “They can learn 
new things … This will help them later on in life … they can already have some Idea of what to 
do, so they won’t have to get retrained.” The third paragraph contains some specificity when the 
writer lists what students could get if they work: “a new car/truck, a new house … grocery’s put 
in the house.” Word choice is adequate, and sentence structures are varied. The conventions of 
mechanics, usage, punctuation, and spelling are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 11-B
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FCAT 2008 Grade 10 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 11-C 

Score Point: 4 

This response takes the position that students should volunteer to work in the community. The 
first paragraph introduces three improvements teenagers will experience if they volunteer. 
An organizational plan is apparent. Each body paragraph discusses one of the improvements 
mentioned in the introduction. Examples are used to elaborate some of the arguments. For 
instance, to heighten leadership skills for teenagers, the writer suggests the following: “the 
community leaders want to figure out a way to keep the new park on 3rd street clean … you 
could get a group together and plan out the best way to solve the excess trash.” The concluding 
paragraph includes a new supporting idea: “we can change everyone’s hypocritical and 
judgemental views.” The word choice is adequate, and sentence structures are varied. The 
response generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, punctuation, and spelling. 
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Anchor Paper 12-B
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FCAT 2008 Grade 10 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 12-C 

Score Point: 4 

The writer takes the position that students should volunteer in the community. An organizational 
pattern is apparent, and some transitioning is effective. The introduction previews the three 
main arguments of the response. The support is consistently developed and includes a specific 
illustration in the last body paragraph: “[Matthew] would get into trouble and fights and so would 
[Thomas]. Until one day [Thomas] mother Signed him up to volunteer at the local Community 
park. He changed his ways. In result of [Thomas] changing his behavior [Matthew] notice a 
difference … and he also too changed.” Word choice is adequate, and the writer demonstrates 
variation in sentence structure. The response generally follows the conventions of mechanics, 
usage, punctuation, and spelling. 
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Anchor Paper 13-B
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FCAT 2008 Grade 10 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 13-C 

Score Point: 5 

This response focuses on the position that “volunteer work is something that should be included 
in the education of all high school students” because it produces “mature and stable adolescents 
going into adulthood.” The organization of the response is strengthened by effective transitional 
devices, which assist with the logical progression of ideas. To develop support for the arguments, 
the writer uses personal anecdotes and specificity: “For the past 2 years … my parents made 
me begin volunteering at the local retirement home. While there I was responsible for planning 
weekend activities for the sweet and loving elderly. Although I would have much rather been 
hanging out at the beach … the residents of the retirement center needed me to organize 
events so their weekends wouldn’t be dull.” A mature command of language is sometimes 
demonstrated, and there is variation in sentence structure. The response generally follows the 
conventions of mechanics, usage, punctuation, and spelling. 
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Anchor Paper 14-A
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FCAT 2008 Grade 10 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 14-C 

Score Point: 5 

This response takes the position that it is a “good idea” for students to do volunteer work in the 
community. The organizational plan, with effective transitional devices, provides for a logical 
progression of ideas. The introduction briefly states the three arguments to be developed in the 
response. The supporting arguments are elaborated with specificity: “When I was in seventh 
grade I volunteered at the elementary school [a few blocks] from where I live. I was helping the 
kindergarten teachers with their classes. Ever since doing that I have wanted to be a kindergarten 
teacher. … If you volunteer at a school and get sick of the children, you know you could never 
be a teacher.” The writer demonstrates a mature command of language. Sentence structures 
are varied, and the conventions of mechanics, usage, punctuation, and spelling are generally 
followed. 
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Anchor Paper 15-A
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Anchor Paper 15-B
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FCAT 2008 Grade 10 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 15-C 

Score Point: 5 

This response takes the position that high school students should volunteer to work in the 
community. The organizational plan provides for a logical progression of ideas. The effective 
use of transitional devices allows the writer to control a large amount of information. A sense of 
completeness is also demonstrated by the writer’s ability to connect each argument to the benefits 
of volunteering: “the warmth and good vibes you get from helping others.” The development 
is both specific and ample: “last year I helped out at a veterinarian clinic. I was given the 
opportunity to help out with the sick and injured animals. Although I wasn’t quite the doctor, 
I was glad to be able to be included and needed in helping out with animals. Also … I am one 
step closer in pursuing my career as a veterinarian.” There is variation in sentence structure, 
and a mature command of language is demonstrated. The conventions of mechanics, usage, 
punctuation, and spelling are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 16-A
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Anchor Paper 16-B
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FCAT 2008 Grade 10 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 16-C 

Score Point: 6 

This response takes the position that high school students should not be required to volunteer. 
The writer provides some insight into the writing situation by noting that this “initially well 
intended” plan is actually “foolhardy.” The organizational plan is characterized by a logical 
progression of ideas within each paragraph. Arguments are developed through substantial, 
relevant support. An example follows: “Some students simply wouldn’t do the extra three a week 
because they would see it as unfair. This would result in some form of punishment, turning what 
were very good community members into hooligans over an unjust law! This would hurt the high 
school students’ records and would in turn anger the parents.” A mature command of language 
with freshness of expression is demonstrated. Sentence structures are varied, and few convention 
errors occur. 
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Anchor Paper 17-A
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Anchor Paper 17-B
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FCAT 2008 Grade 10 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 17-C 

Score Point: 6 

This response takes the position that high school students “should NOT volunteer!” The 
forcefulness of the introductory paragraph, as well as the use of rhetorical questions, shows a 
commitment to the subject and the purpose. The organizational plan and substantial support 
contribute to a sense of completeness. Each argument is consistently elaborated: “High school, 
studying, extracurricular activities, family and friends, and an enourmous amount of other 
responsabilities weigh down the shoulders of students. On the average day for me, clubs takes 
me an hour after school, cleaning up at my house & taking care of pets, etc takes about 2 hours 
everyday, and homework school requirements and needs takes 2 hours, and a persons got to eat, 
that’s another hour.” The writing demonstrates a mature command of language with freshness of 
expression. Sentence structures are varied, and few errors occur in conventions. 
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Anchor Paper 18-B
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Anchor Paper 18-C 

Score Point: 6 

This response is in favor of students volunteering to work in the community, though the writer 
also reflects insight into the writing situation by recognizing “obstacles” and then refining 
his position: “Instead of forcing students to help the community, they should be motivated.” 
The organizational pattern establishes a logical progression of ideas. The ideas progress from 
the issue of motivation to how the students can “become a great assett to the community at 
large.” The support describes in detail how the students’ skills “would be a great commodity to 
fundraising” and how the main “obstacles” can be overcome. The development of the support in 
this purposeful response is specific and substantial: “Many students today would say something 
like ‘I can’t do that, I have practice!’ or ‘I can’t help, my club is meeting today!’ Well by making 
it only three hours a week, those excuses could be thrown right out the window, because it would 
be only twenty-five minutes per day.” Mature command of language with freshness of expression 
is demonstrated. Sentence structures are varied, and few convention errors occur. 
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