
WRITING+ 

FCAT 2008


GRADE 8

PERSUASIVE


ANCHOR SET




Copyright Statement for This Assessment and School Performance Publication 

Authorization for reproduction of this document is hereby granted to persons acting in an official 
capacity within the Uniform System of Public K-l2 Schools as defined in Section 1000.01(4), 
Florida Statutes. The copyright notice at the bottom of this page must be included in all copies. 

All trademarks and trade names found in the publication are the property of their respective 
owners and are not associated with the publishers of this publication. 

Permission is NOT granted for distribution or reproduction outside the Uniform System of Public 
K-12 Schools or for commercial distribution of the copyrighted materials without written 
authorization from the Florida Department of Education. Questions regarding use of these 
copyrighted materials should be sent to the following: 

The Administrator

Assessment and School Performance


325 West Gaines Street

Florida Department of Education

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400


Copyright © 2008

State of Florida


Department of State




FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 1-A


© Florida Department of Education FCAT 2008




FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 1-B 

Score Point: 1 

This response minimally addresses the topic of students reading more at home, and little, if any, 
development of an organizational pattern is apparent. The paper is a fragmentary and partially 
incoherent listing of related ideas: “I think 20 minutes every day for learn more and better,” 
“every one go to the school for know read, write, math, science other thing,” “Every day study 
more and more never said no for the read,” and “The students always read for the parents.” 
Limited and inappropriate word choice obscures meaning, and gross errors in sentence structure 
impede communication. Frequent and blatant errors occur in the basic conventions of mechanics 
and usage. 
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Anchor Paper 2-A
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 2-B 

Score Point: 1 

This brief response minimally addresses the topic of students reading more at home, and little, 
if any, development of an organizational pattern is apparent. The writer asserts that “I think 
students should read at home.” Support consists of two undeveloped arguments: “because there 
Vocabulary Will expand and they’ll get more Smarter” and “It keeps them busy so they have 
something to do besides something bad like drugs.” Word choice is limited, and errors occur in 
the basic conventions of mechanics and usage. 
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Anchor Paper 3-A
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 3-B 

Score Point: 1 

This response minimally supports the position that “the EFFECT on us students would be very 
bad” if students were made to read more at home. Little, if any, development of an organizational 
pattern is apparent. Support consists of three unsubstantiated reasons: “alredy making us do alot 
of hard School work 6 hours and 30 min. a day 5 days a week pluse Home-work,” “would make 
us student have leas time to go outside and play and exersise,” and “we alredy read more went 
were on the computer, or wactcing tv, or playing a video game.” Word choice is limited, and 
some commonly used words are misspelled. 
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Anchor Paper 4-A
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 4-B 

Score Point: 2 

This writer takes the position that “people should read more,” stating that “Reading is essential 
to getting good grades” and “It has been scientifficly proven that reading enhances youre writing 
skills.” Little evidence of an organizational pattern is demonstrated, and the paper lacks a sense 
of completeness. Development of support is inadequate, consisting of several vague extensions: 
“when you read a book it makes you think,” “it is improving your vocabulary and language 
skills,” “if youre grades are slipping you could goto youre teacher and ask him/her for a reading 
assignment for extra credit,” and “will improve there test scores and reading experience.” Word 
choice is limited, and there is little variation in sentence structure. 
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Anchor Paper 5-B
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 5-C 

Score Point: 2 

The writer focuses on the topic by taking the position that “students need spend more time 
reading at home like 1 houwer or more time.” Little evidence of an organizational pattern 
is demonstrated, and the paper lacks a sense of completeness. Development of support is 
inadequate, consisting of bare reasons: “have a good memorise and a good spelling,” “get good 
grades in your clases,” and “you do not going to be nobody,” with vague extensions: “no forget 
important thing . . . and faster to write something,” “espesial in Lenguage Art,” and “you read 
faster . . . and understend what you are reading.” There is little, if any, variation in sentence 
structure, and gross errors in sentence construction and in the basic conventions of mechanics 
and usage occur. Commonly used words are misspelled.  
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 6-B 

Score Point: 2 

The writing is connected to the topic of whether or not students should read more at home but 
includes loosely related material: “I don’t think you should put articles in about messing with 
kids lives . . . So, Mr. Editor, think about that article.” Little evidence of an organizational pattern 
is demonstrated; the response includes an introduction, brief body paragraphs, and an ending. 
Development of support is inadequate, consisting of three arguments: “kids need time to be 
themselves,” “kids have plenty of time to read at school,” and “Kids still feel that way,” each 
with slight extensions: “they only have a few times to be kids after school, homework, and extra-
curricular activities,” “Kids have time in class to read,” and “remember when you were a little 
kid? How you wanted to play with your friends instead of doing homework and reading?” Word 
choice is limited, and there is little variation in sentence structure. 
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Anchor Paper 7-A
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 7-B 

Score Point: 3 

The writer takes the stand that “Children should spend more time reading at home, and every 
were else . . .” The writing is generally focused on the topic, and an organizational pattern has 
been attempted, but the paper lacks a sense of wholeness. One argument, “Any place you go their 
is some thing to read,” includes several extensions: “pick up the T.V. guid and see whats on,” “go 
to Burger King and read the meunie,” “Take the Shampoo & Condshiner & the Soap,” and “If 
you like skating read about how to do tricks. . .” The second argument, “Now that you’ve read 
so much fun reading . . . you’r ready for a real book,” is slightly extended: “Now you can chose 
a book you really like and take it and read it where ever you like.” Word choice is adequate but 
limited. There is little, if any, variation in sentence structure. Knowledge of the conventions of 
mechanics and usage is usually demonstrated. 
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Anchor Paper 8-B
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 8-C 

Score Point: 3 

The writing is generally focused on the topic: “Newspaper are import for the students future. 
That is why think newspaper so be read every day.” An organizational pattern has been attempted 
and includes an introduction, three basic arguments: “It tells you is happeing over the world,” 
“tell some things that are important,” and “Some effect would be by that they mean even like to 
read,” and a brief conclusion. Each argument includes some support, but development is erratic. 
Word choice is adequate but limited and occasionally vague. Errors occur in sentence structure 
and basic conventions; however, these errors do not interfere with the reader’s understanding. 
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Anchor Paper 9-A
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Anchor Paper 9-B
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 9-C 

Score Point: 3 

The writer takes the position that “The effect it would have on students if they read more at 
home, in my opinion, would be good . . .” An organizational pattern has been attempted and 
consists of an introduction, four body paragraphs, and a conclusion. Some support is included, 
but development is erratic. Each argument is extended by a few supporting details, with the 
greatest development of support provided for the “it’s fun and it opens up your imagination” 
argument: “While T.V. just shows you everything and you can’t picture anything or guess whats 
going to happen. Books can take you to so many places. They can bring out your emotion it can, 
make you laugh, cry, it can make you angry, or sad.” Word choice is adequate, but there is little 
variation in sentence structure. Knowledge of the conventions of mechanics and usage is usually 
demonstrated, and commonly used words are usually spelled correctly. 
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Anchor Paper 10-A
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 10-B 

Score Point: 4 

The writing is generally focused on why students should not spend more time reading at home. 
An organizational pattern is apparent, and some transitional devices are used effectively. The 
support, including word choice, is adequate, although development is uneven. More support 
is provided for the “students already spend alot of time reading at school” and “teachers send 
home works” arguments, while weaker support is provided for the argument about the effect 
on students. There is little variation in sentence structure, but most sentences are complete. 
Convention errors do occur, but they do not interfere with meaning. 
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Anchor Paper 11-A
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 11-B 

Score Point: 4 

The writer is in favor of reading and summarizes this position in the conclusion: “So it doesn’t 
matter what you read or when, just pick up a book and read.” An organizational pattern is 
apparent, helping to provide some sense of completeness to the response. Development 
of support, including word choice, is adequate. Some specific support is presented in each 
argument: “Reading can be fun if you read an action book, or a mystery book, or maybe one 
about aliens . . . I used to read a book called Encyclopedia Brown, a series of books about a 
young kid who was a great detective & helped solve myteries with his father, who was a cop. 
. . The books about the time when there were castles, and swords, and bows would be exciting 
because there would be alot of wars where people would get killed.” There is little variation in 
sentence structure, and the paper generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, and 
spelling. 

© Florida Department of Education FCAT 2008 



FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 12-A
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Anchor Paper 12-B
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 12-C 

Score Point: 4 

The response is generally focused on the idea that “students should spend more time reading at 
home.” The writer argues that “It would probibly have tirmendice affect on students” but also 
acknowledges “it dose have its flaws.” The organizational pattern is apparent, and the response 
exhibits some sense of completeness. The support, including word choice, is adequate, although 
development is uneven, and the writer presents more elaborated details in favor of, rather than 
against, reading at home. There is little variation in sentence structure, but the conventions of 
mechanics and usage are generally followed. 
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Anchor Paper 13-A
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Anchor Paper 13-B
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 13-C 

Score Point: 5 

This writer takes the position that students should not spend more time reading. The 
organizational pattern includes effective transitional devices, provides for a progression of 
ideas, and conveys a sense of completeness. The response demonstrates a mature command of 
language enhanced through precision in word choice: “fat, lazy bookworms” and “gullible and 
impressionable,” and use of rhetorical questions: “Starting to see my point yet?” and “who will 
the people blame for their childrens’ behavior?” There is variation in sentence structure, and 
sentences are complete except when fragments are used purposefully: “Still not convinced?” The 
paper generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling. 
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Anchor Paper 14-A
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Anchor Paper 14-B
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 14-C 

Score Point: 5 

The writer thinks that “it is very good for student’s to read at home” because “it will . . . make 
you smarter,” “could help students with there english fluency,” and “will help students do better 
on the FCAT.” An organizational pattern includes effective transitional devices, provides for a 
progression of ideas, and conveys a sense of completeness. The writing demonstrates a mature 
command of language enhanced through precision in word choice: “if you are a newcomer” 
and “In Retrospect,” intentional fragments: “So Read!,” a simile: “They would sooner or later 
be as smart as Albert Einstein,” use of rhetorical questions: “Have you ever heard or read that 
before,” a specific example: “I thought Ghandi never ate meat but when I read a biography on 
him I then knew he did eat meat once,” and a plea to the audience: “So please Mr. editor or Mrs. 
editor allow us to read at home.” There is variation in sentence structure, and the paper generally 
follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling. 
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Anchor Paper 15-A


© Florida Department of Education FCAT 2008




FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 15-B
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 15-C 

Score Point: 5 

This response focuses on the topic by developing arguments both “for and against reading at 
home.” The organizational pattern includes effective transitional devices and provides for a 
progression of ideas. The paper has ample support and conveys a sense of completeness. The 
writing demonstrates a mature command of language including precision in word choice: “I 
would come back blue in the face from laughing” and “don’t push your kids into classics and 
‘ughh’ poetry,” purposeful fragments: “Reading at home. A students worst nightmare,” as well as 
rhetorical questions: “I mean who wants to read To Kill A Mockingbird . . . Why can’t we read 
what we want to.” There is variation in sentence structure, and sentences are complete. The paper 
generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling. 
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Anchor Paper 16-A
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 16-B
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 16-C 

Score Point: 6 

This response focuses on the opinion that “this author is down right crazy” and presents 
insightful arguments on why students should not have to read at home. The paper conveys a 
sense of completeness and adherence to the main ideas: “I wouldn’t know what to read,” “I don’t 
think reading at home will help us in life,” and “It’s a waste of time.” The organizational plan, 
with some effective transitional devices, provides for a logical progression of the arguments. The 
support is substantial and includes specific details: “like ‘The Hardy Boys’ and ‘Harry Potter,’” 
“go to Martial Arts and learn . . . about Yin and Yang, peace, loyalty, trust,” and “watch a movie 
. . . like ‘Pearl Harbor,’ or ‘Saving Private Ryan’ . . . watch a play in New York about ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’.” The writer uses creative writing strategies appropriate to the purpose of the paper: 
intentional repetition, rhetorical questions, a quotation, and a plea to the reader. The writing 
demonstrates a mature command of language with freshness of expression: “I know I don’t want 
to read about some guy who got kidnapped in 1817 . . . it’s not like we’re going to get offered a 
chance to answer a question about a book, and get 1 billion dollars.” Sentence structure is varied, 
and sentences are complete. Few, if any, convention errors occur in mechanics, usage, and 
punctuation. 
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Anchor Paper 17-A
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Anchor Paper 17-B
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 17-C 

Score Point: 6 

Written from the perspective of a teacher, this response is focused on “how important it is 
that children read at home.” The paper conveys a sense of completeness and adherence to the 
main idea, and its organizational pattern provides a logical progression of ideas. The support 
is substantial and demonstrates a commitment to and an involvement with the subject: “Being 
an English teacher, I greatly know how important reading is to their grades” and “I often 
assign reading a novel as a long-term project.” The writing demonstrates a mature command 
of language with freshness of expression: “they could greatly improve their vocabulary and 
comprehension by seeing first hand through their own eyes different methods of expressing the 
main idea and different words to add to their growing minds,” “I don’t send home Dick and Jane 
or See Spot Run. No! I assign them Novels such as A Day No Pigs Would Die, The Land, and 
The Hobbit/Lord of The Rings; trilogy,” “I don’t expect them to do it in one night, for Heavens 
sake,” and “they’re just learning how to jump & hold by pushing ‘·’ and ‘A’.” Sentence structure 
is varied, and few convention errors occur in mechanics, usage, and punctuation. 
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Anchor Paper 18-A
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Anchor Paper 18-B
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FCAT 2008 Grade 8 Writing+ Persuasive ANCHOR Set 

Anchor Paper 18-C 

Score Point: 6 

This writer clearly focuses on the position that students should spend more time reading at 
home. The organizational plan includes effective transitioning that provides a logical progression 
of ideas. The paper conveys a sense of wholeness and adherence to the main ideas: “Reading 
can help you get smarter and can be so much fun.” Support is concrete and illustrative, with 
freshness of expression: “you should spend more time flippen’ through those pages,” “read 
fluently without a breaky voice,” and “Best book I’ve ever read, and trust me, I’ve read a lot!” 
The writing demonstrates a mature command of language, using creative strategies appropriate 
to the purpose of the paper, such as a vivid narrative introduction, rhetorical questions, personal 
anecdotes, surveys, quotations, a simile, and percentages, all of which involve the reader and 
enhance the writer’s point of view. Sentence structure is varied and complete, and few errors in 
the conventions of mechanics, usage, and punctuation are evident in this response. 
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