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Introduction 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

NOTE ABOUT TEXT READERS: The alternate text provides an exact representation of the student’s response,
including spelling and usage errors.

Introduction 
Student papers are scored following administration of the FCAT Writing assessment each year.
Prior to each scoring session, members of the Writing Rangefinder Committee (comprised of 
Florida educators) read student responses and select papers to represent the range of quality 
allowed within the established criteria for each score point on the rubric. These papers are used 
to train the readers for the holistic scoring of the FCAT Writing responses. Each anchor set 
(scoring guide) includes a student response and an annotation to explain why it was assigned a 
particular score. This provides the basis for developing a common understanding of the scoring 
criteria. A skilled scoring director and scoring supervisors are responsible for training, assisting, 
and monitoring readers throughout the training and holistic scoring process. All scoring is 
monitored by Florida Department of Education staff. 

It should be noted that the nature of holistic scoring addresses the writing elements of focus, 
organization, support, and conventions as an interrelated body of evidence. These elements are 
not scored separately or analytically. More information about the holistic scoring method and 
links to the FCAT Writing rubrics are available at http://fcat.fldoe.org/rubrcpag.asp. 

Structure of Anchor Sets 
The released 2011 FCAT Writing Anchor Sets for Grades 4, 8, and 10 contain examples of 
responses used as training materials for the 2011 writing assessment. Personal information has 
been removed or fictionalized to protect the identity of the writer. For spring 2011, only one 
type of prompt per grade was administered for FCAT Writing; thus, for each tested grade, one 
Anchor Set was used. 

Description of Prompt for Grade 10: Writing to Explain (Expository) 
The Grade 10 expository prompt directed the student to explain how being famous would affect 
someone’s life. 
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Score Point 1 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 1 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 1 

The writing addresses the topic with a brief attempt to explain how being famous would affect 
someone’s life. Little evidence of an organizational plan is apparent in the simplistic list presented. 
Development of supporting ideas consists of generalizations and a brief extension (they will be able to 
get the better things in life like, having millions of fans, signing cards, taking pictures), and word choice 
is limited. Errors occur in sentence structure and in the basic conventions of mechanics, usage, and 
punctuation. 
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Score Point 1 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 2 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 1 

The response minimally addresses the topic, explaining how being famous would affect someone’s life. 
A basic organizational pattern is present, with a brief introduction, a loosely related listing of ideas, and 
a simple conclusion. Awkward use of transitions contributes to the lack of a sense of completeness (The 
Second affect they also have, It also chanches There life, The Theerd affect). Development of support is 
limited and consists of generalizations (they are Rich. They Don’t have to work hard to urned money) 
and fragmentary lists (so of them wounld whant to Speend more Time with there Family and they cant 
because they have to go pleases or some of them have busses that bos them and tell them what to Do). 
While the basic conventions of mechanics, usage, and punctuation are present, frequent and blatant 
errors occur in sentence structure, and commonly used words are misspelled. 
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Score Point 2 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 3 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 2 

The writing addresses the topic by explaining how being famous “may cause good and bad things which 
affect that person.” An organizational pattern is present, with a short introductory paragraph, body, and 
a simple ending. A few repetitive transitional devices are used (When you get famous, But their is a bad 
part about being famous too, once you become famous). Development of support is erratic, consisting of 
generalizations (it Starts off good because everybody likes you and you can get pretty much whatever 
you want) and a single nonspecific extended idea (people will be following you and won’t give you any 
privacy. Also when you wanna go out and do Stuff they always got to be hiding and Stuff). Word choice 
is predictable, limited and vague. Errors occur in the basic conventions of sentence structure, mechanics, 
usage and punctuation, but commonly used words are usually spelled correctly. 
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Score Point 2 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 4 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 2
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Score Point 2 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 4 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 2 

The writing addresses the topic by explaining how being famous would affect someone’s life negatively 
(by making them choose A bad choice once upon-A-time in life). The organizational pattern includes a 
simple beginning, body, a concluding statement, and uses basic transitions (In addition, When someone 
becomes famous, Finally, In conclusion). Development of supporting ideas is erratic, repetitive, and 
lacks specificity (Some people do out of hand things that will get them in trouble with the Law, or even 
people around them in the neighborhood. Most of the time A famous person will commit to do something 
wrong then when trouble comes they depend on their fame to get them out of trouble). A few ideas are 
extended (When someone become famous and have good wealth for the first time in their life, they often 
get big headed. Being beigheaded will lead someone down the wrong path that will cause that person 
his/her fame and wealth). Word choice is limited and vague (fame very rare causes people that grew up 
in live and their parents had good wealth). Errors occur in the basic conventions of sentence structure, 
mechanics, usage and punctuation, but commonly used words are usually spelled correctly. 
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Score Point 2 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 5 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 2
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Score Point 2 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 5 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 2 

The response addresses the topic (We as human love being in the spot light. There are many ways being 
famous could affect are lifes) but includes loosely related ideas. The organizational pattern includes an 
introduction that lists the ideas supported in the body and a conclusion that restates these ideas. 
Development of support is repetitive and erratic, with jumps between ideas both between and within 
paragraphs (Someone else is running your life. You can’t real do anything you want to do. You can’t go 
out and hand with friends). Ideas are extended without specificity (you would want more and more. You 
would want everthing to your self. you would’nt care who lite belong to or where it come from). Word 
choice is predictable, limited and vague. Errors occur in the basic conventions of sentence structure, 
mechanics, usage and punctuation, but commonly used words are usually spelled correctly. 
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Score Point 3 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 6 (page 1 of 1) Score Point 3 

The response is generally focused on the topic (Being famous can change your life completly). An 
organizational pattern is demonstrated, with body paragraphs supporting the ideas summarized in the 
introduction and conclusion, and a few transitional devices are evident (With more money, With 
everything you want). The development of support is uneven and includes ideas that are simply extended 
(you have new friends and enimies. Everyone else thats famous may like you or dislike you) and those 
that are developed with more specificity (Famous people are usually rich. With more money you could 
have a lot more stuff like a bigger house, fast cars, big televisions and whatever else you want. With 
everything you want you would probably be very bored after a while). Word choice is adequate, and 
some variety in sentence structure is demonstrated. Some errors are present, but the basic conventions of 
mechanics, usage, punctuation, and spelling are generally followed. 
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Score Point 3 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 7 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 3
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Score Point 3 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 7 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 3 

The writing is focused on the topic and explains how being famous would affect someone’s life (the 
person will Show off. thinking he is every body number one star). A basic organizational pattern includes 
an introduction that clarifies ideas, body paragraphs that expand on the topic, and a simple conclusion. 
Development of support is uneven, with one elaborated idea (they want everything their way. For 
instance: Terrell owens . . . . The Phildelphia Eagles picks him, then aFter the Eagles won so many 
games and went to the Playoffs, Terrell owens thinks he did it all by himself. When the Eagles lost the 
Super Bowl, Terrell owens blame the Quarterback for their defeat) and a layered extension (Famous 
people attend to get in a conflict with the law. Some of them, drive their vehicle while intoxicated or they 
have a concealed weapon in the car). Word choice is adequate. Although some errors do occur in the 
basic conventions, they do not impede understanding. 
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Score Point 3 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 8 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 3
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Score Point 3 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 8 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 3 

The writing in this response is focused on the topic (this fame changes their lives. Well, fame can 
changes anybody’s life). An organizational pattern provides an introduction and conclusion that clarify 
ideas, and uses transitional devices (but then again, One thing, most lickley, So in conclusion). 
Development of support is uneven, with more specific information presented in the first body paragraph 
(I think every famous person has fans. . . . If a fan see’s you around most likely they will stop you and at 
least get an autograph. It probably feels good that there’s people out there that loves you because of 
what you do), followed by nonspecific layered extensions and extended ideas in subsequent paragraphs 
(Then you have the popparatsies. Most likely the worst thing about being famous. They are all in your 
business trying to get any information about you, whether its good or bad). Word choice is adequate, 
and sentence structure shows some variety. Although some errors occur, writing conventions are 
generally followed. 
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Score Point 4 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 9 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 4
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Score Point 4 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 9 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 4 

The writing in this response is clearly focused on how being famous would affect someone’s life (IT’S 
CRAZINESS!). An organizational pattern is apparent, strengthened by the use of transitional devices 
(Another reason, At first, Then, Now tell me, Even when) and a sound conclusion. Supporting ideas are 
previewed in the introduction and clarified in the body paragraphs. Development of support is consistent 
and includes a combination of personal reflection (If you became famous than you wouldn’t have time 
for your friends. Then, your friends might think that you forgot about them. Now tell me, Who wants 
that? I know I wouldn’t) and specific details (Cameras everywhere, blinding lights, news reporters all 
over the place. All of the attention will get to you, some how, some way. . . . Even when you tell the 
people to go away or get lost, they don’t do it). Word choice is adequate, and sentence structure shows 
variety. The response generally follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, spelling and punctuation. 
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Score Point 4 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 10 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 4
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Score Point 4 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 10 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 4 

The response is focused on an explanation of how being famous would affect someone’s life (Most 
famous people now days have horrible attitudes, bad family relationships, and no privacy to lead their 
own life). An organizational pattern is apparent and is strengthened by the use of transitional devices (At 
that age; That is what happens; A lot of the time; So, the next time) and a sound introduction and 
conclusion that frame the ideas developed in the body. Ideas are consistently developed, although the 
support lacks specificity (That is what happens to people who become famous. They get cocky. As if 
they’re better than you. Famous people expect a higher level of praise than the average person). Word 
choice is adequate, with some attention to detail (Always being in the spotlight usually goes to a persons 
head), and sentence structure is varied. Although errors do occur, basic conventions are generally 
followed. 

Florida Department of Education FCAT 2011 17 



Score Point 4 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 11 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 4
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Score Point 4 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 11 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 4 

The response is clearly focused on some negative aspects of fame (Being famous is not as easy as 
everyone says it is there are a lot of things that come with it). An organizational pattern is apparent and 
is strengthened by the use of transitional elements between and within paragraphs (Lets say, Sometimes, 
There are times, Then sometime, Usually, During the season, Also) and by a developed conclusion. 
Ideas are consistently developed, although the support often lacks specificity (you are adjusting to a new 
lifestyle. Don’t expect to get the privacy you are used to because media is always going to be eyeing 
you. If you are out in public there’s always going to be people all over you. Especially if you are a well 
known athlete and your out in public you can’t wait to go back home). Word choice is adequate, and 
writing conventions are generally followed. 
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Score Point 5 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 12 (page 1 of 3) Score Point 5
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Score Point 5 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 12 (page 2 of 3) Score Point 5
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Score Point 5 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 12 (page 3 of 3) Score Point 5 

The writing is focused and clearly explains how being famous would affect someone’s life (lives can 
change from somewhat ordinary to extrodinary). Ideas progress logically from the rhetorical command 
in the introduction (Imagine for a moment, how your life would change if you were famous) through the 
body and conclusion, aided by the use of transitional devices (When people become famous, These 
people, Take Martin Luther King Jr. for example, For instance). Support is consistently developed with 
ample specific details and elaborated ideas (Famous people become rich in what seems like overnight. 
Always having money at hand, they can make luxurious lifes for themselves. These people can purchase 
the newest and most stylish brands of accesories such as Louis Vuitton and Dooney and Bourke purses). 
A mature command of language is present overall, and the writing demonstrates some variation in 
sentence structure (Many famous people grow up regular kids. When they became famous, people begin 
to want to know everything about their personal lives. This usually happens to actors). Although some 
errors occur, this response generally follows standard writing conventions. 
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Score Point 5 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 13 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 5
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Score Point 5 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 13 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 5 

The writing is effectively focused on how being famous might make someone’s life more difficult 
(Being famous is not easy). Ideas progress logically, and a well-developed introduction and conclusion 
help to create a sense of completeness. Ideas are consistently developed with ample, specific elaboration 
(Politicians, athletes and performers have a busy life and this can cause stress. Not only do they have to 
worry about the way they look but, give speeches, go to meetings, and performers worry about making a 
new compact disc and video. Having too much to do can cause stress and this leads to having health 
problems). A mature command of language is demonstrated in the varied sentence structure and 
attention to word choice (Not only do rumors start easily, but it can affect the persons career and way of 
dealing with these problems. Many times has it happened that people start rumors just for the fact that it 
can make others fame go down the drain). Although some errors are present, the response generally 
follows the conventions of mechanics, usage, punctuation, and spelling. 
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Score Point 5 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 14 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 5
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Score Point 5 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 14 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 5 

The writing is focused on the topic (famous people’s lives are affected dramatically. Whether its the 
money the make, the spotlight they get, or the way they see things, they are definitely affected on a daily 
basis). The effective use of transitional devices both between and within paragraphs contributes to an 
overall sense of completeness (This year, In fact, Secondly, Some famous people, At times, Since, 
Because). Ideas progress logically and are consistently developed with ample details and specific 
examples (Being famous can really bring in the money. Famous people are paid to wear certain clothes, 
be in advertisements, and they sometimes have their own shoe or apparel line. This year Tiger Woods 
brought in 87 million dollars total. Only seven million came from golf tournaments. The other 80 million 
came from his endorsement with Nike. . .). A mature command of language is demonstrated throughout 
the response in the varied sentence structure and appropriate word choice (Some famous people get away 
from the pressure of being in the spotlight by moving to a rural area or just leaving the country, but 
some people love it. At times it seems like famous people do things to get attention because that draws 
media which makes them more popular). Few errors in writing conventions are present. 
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Score Point 6 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 15 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 6
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Score Point 6 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 15 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 6 

This purposeful response is focused on negative effects of fame and reflects insight into the topic 
(Celebrity can be a blessing. Who wouldn’t want glory and riches? However, fame can also be a curse). 
Effective use of transitional devices within paragraphs contributes to the progression of ideas and to a 
sense of completeness in the writing (they will more likely than not have taxing, grueling schedules. 
With all of the running around celebrities do, from job to job, place to place, there is very little, if any, 
time to start a family. The dreams they may once have had of finding love . . . may never transpire). 
Development of support is substantial, specific, and relevant (Where they go, what they eat, what they 
wear, and who they are dating is all information put up for grabs every day by media. Celebrities find 
themselves having to do their grocery shopping incognito, check into hotels under pseudonyms, and not 
long after their star has risen do they realize that life will never be the same). Creative use of a personal 
experience shows involvement with the subject (Just because I myself was included in the gaggle of fans 
waiting for the band to make an appearance, does not mean that I didn’t feel for them and that I did not 
empathize with them for the injustice of not being able to peacefully and solitarily get fresh air). The 
writing demonstrates a mature command of language with freshness of expression. Sentence structure is 
varied and well controlled, and few conventions errors occur. 
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Score Point 6 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 16 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 6
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Score Point 6 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 16 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 6 

This purposeful response has a clear focus on the topic (being famous has it’s ups and downs, but one 
thing is certain and that is that your life will be dramatically altered) and reflects insight into the writing 
situation. The organizational pattern provides for a logical progression of ideas, enhanced by the use of 
effective transitions between and within paragraphs (Because of these; With more money, for example; 
Not just that; While you may not have any financial worries; Once you’re famous). The development of 
support is substantial, providing relevant details and demonstrating a commitment to and involvement 
with the subject (I’m talking about the papa razzi. Once you’re famous they’re everywhere . . . If you go 
somewhere you must now look your best at all times and you can’t be wild and crazy like when you were 
a kid, because if you do then it will be all over the internet, t.v., magazines, everywhere! It’ll be posted 
for the world to see, so don’t screw up. You could be going to the bathroom and there will be papa 
razzi). A mature command of language is evident in the specific word choice and freshness of 
expression (Your days of poverty will be nothing but dust in the wind. . . . Long gone are the days when 
you would ask the cashier, “How much is it?”, because now all you have to do is set down a wad of 
cash and walk out). Sentence structure is varied, and few conventions errors occur. 
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Score Point 6 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 17 (page 1 of 2) Score Point 6
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Score Point 6 2011 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Expository Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 17 (page 2 of 2) Score Point 6 

The response is focused and purposeful, and reflects insight into the writing situation (With fame comes 
numerous changes, however—many of which may be sudden and unaccounted for. Whether or not 
people find joy in their new lives is a personal matter, but the changes are inevitable for the new 
celebrity). The organizational pattern includes a well-developed introduction and conclusion that 
contribute to a sense of completeness. Transitional devices are used effectively to create a logical 
progression of ideas (More often than not, Of course, On the contrary, However). The development of 
support is substantial, with layered, relevant support that demonstrates commitment to and involvement 
with the subject (many celebrities, no matter how demure or soft-spoken, receive intense criticism and 
must deal with numerous preconceived notions. Journalists may write erroneous article to increase 
revenues, spreading faulty rumors. Associating with old friends may feel like dealing with a stranger’s 
façade, as even friends are prone to stereotype. Celebrities are instantly deemed selfish, careless, 
pompous, and “lost in their own fake world”). A mature command of language is apparent in the 
sophisticated word choice and sentence structure (The perfunctory task of grocery shopping may become 
an onslaught of fans and journalists. . . . Routine tasks, such as a daily 8:00 AM espresso at Starbucks, 
may end up changed around spontaneously to avoid those who learn of one’s whereabouts). Few errors 
in conventions are present. 
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