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Introduction  2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Introduction 
Student papers are scored following administration of the FCAT Writing assessment each 
February. Prior to each scoring session, members of the Writing Rangefinder Committee 
(comprised of Florida educators) read student responses and select papers to represent the range 
of quality allowed within the established criteria for each score point on the rubric. These papers 
are used to train the readers for the holistic scoring of the FCAT Writing responses. Each anchor 
set (scoring guide) includes a student response and an annotation to explain why it was assigned 
a particular score. This provides the basis for developing a common understanding of the scoring 
criteria. A skilled scoring director and scoring supervisors are responsible for training, assisting, 
and monitoring readers throughout the training and holistic scoring process. All scoring is 
monitored by Florida Department of Education staff. 

It should be noted that the nature of holistic scoring addresses the writing elements of focus, 
organization, support, and conventions as an interrelated body of evidence. These elements are 
not scored separately or analytically. More information about the holistic scoring method and 
links to the FCAT Writing rubrics are available at http://fcat.fldoe.org/rubrcpag.asp. 

Structure of Anchor Sets 
The released 2010 FCAT Writing Anchor Sets for Grades 4, 8, and 10 contain examples of 
responses used as training materials for the 2010 writing assessment. Personal information has 
been removed or fictionalized to protect the identity of the writer. For spring 2010, only one 
type of prompt per grade was administered for FCAT Writing; thus, for each tested grade, one 
Anchor Set was used. 

Description of Prompt for Grade 10: Writing to Persuade (Persuasive) 
The Grade 10 persuasive prompt directed the student to persuade state legislators whether school 
libraries should provide Internet access for students. 

Florida Department of Education FCAT 2010 

NOTE ABOUT TEXT READERS: The alternate text provides an exact representation of the student’s response, 
including spelling and usage errors.      
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Score Point 1 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 1 (Page 1 of 1) Score Point 1 

The writing in this response minimally addresses the topic by taking only a basic position (is 
necessary because they need the internet todo a lot of think). The brevity of the piece, with only 
the single sentence provided, contributes to both a lack of completeness and a limited attempt at 
organization. Development of support for the position is bare, consisting of generalizations with 
simple word choice (like Homework, for look information). Blatant errors occur in conventions. 
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Score Point 1 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 2 (Page 1 of 1) Score Point 1 

The writing in this response attempts to address the topic by taking a narrowed position in favor 
of Internet access (Yes, they should have internet accessbut just for school reasons and if not then 
it would be blocked). Little evidence of an organizational plan is apparent in the random list that 
is presented. Development of supporting ideas consists of generalizations (It doesn't matter who 
you are sooner or later your going touse the internet . . . If the children are abusing there 
privlages then suspend them from the library). Limited word choice is demonstrated. Errors in 
sentence structure and in the basic conventions of mechanics, usage, and punctuation are present 
(Some students don't have computers or others waits for the last seconed to finish their project). 
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Score Point 1 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 3 (Page 1 of 1) Score Point 1 

The writing in this response minimally addresses the topic, narrowing its position in favor 
of Internet access (in some State legislators the schools libraries should not provide internet 
access for students. I don't see that is Like a good decision). A basic organizational pattern is 
present, with a minimal introduction, a list of supporting ideas, and a simple conclusion. Limited 
use of transitions results in abrupt shifts between ideas, contributing to the lack of completeness. 
Development of supporting ideas is limited and nonspecific with basic word choice (sometimes 
we got project to do and some students doesn't have computers at home. How we can do 
Homework and project if we dosen't have internet in the school libraries). Errors in basic spelling 
and usage conventions are present. 
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Score Point 2 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 4 (Page 1 of 1) Score Point 2 

The writing in this response addresses the topic by taking a position in favor of Internet access (so 
yes, Libraries should Provide Internet). An organizational pattern is presented using a rhetorical 
device in the introduction (Do you have internet at your home? Well, the answer is Probually yes) 
and an extended sequence in the body, and ending with a general list of ideas and a simple 
conclusion. While development of support provides some extensions (So where would those 
students who have no internet go if the library didn't Provide internet? It would be really hard for 
them), brief generalizations are also included (You can also use the Internet to help you with your 
homework or to look up your grades online). Word choice is predictable, and commonly used 
words are generally spelled correctly. 
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Score Point 2 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 5  (Page 1 of 2)  Score Point 2 
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Score Point 2 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 5 (Page 2 of 2) Score Point 2 

The writing in this response addresses the topic, with a position in favor of Internet access. The 
organizational pattern includes a basic introduction, a marginally extended body, and a brief 
concluding statement (The reasons I have stated are why I believe internet access available a 
school for students should be something students are allowed to do). Some basic transitional 
elements are demonstrated. Development of support includes both extended ideas (If students are 
willing to take their time at lunch, or Before or after school, then adminstrators and state 
legislators should let internet access be avlalable. Teachers are allowed internet access. why not 
at least give high school students the same privileage) and nonspecific generalizations (Although 
the public library may have internet access some people are unable to get to a public library 
maybe do to family issues). Word choice is limited and predictable, and some errors in mechanics, 
usage, punctuation, spelling, and sentence structure are present. 
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Score Point 2 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 6 (Page 1 of 1) Score Point 2 

The writing in this response addresses the topic, with a position in favor of Internet access (I 
believe that internet access should be used in libraries because of teens unable to relax, Also to 
get information for reports and Just for anmusement). An organizational pattern is presented that 
includes an introduction, which lists the ideas supported in the body, and a conclusion, which 
restates these ideas and the position. Basic transitional elements are present (first reason, The next 
reason, last reason is). Development of support is erratic but does include some extended ideas 
(some, but not all teens lack internet capability. They will need The internet for reports or Just for 
ammusement. The problem is that many parents have low compensating Jobs so money is low and 
cannot afford the internet) and some repetitive, nonspecific details (the internet helps with 
projects and reports. Without internet grades will fall even more Than before. Espically reports 
and projects). Word choice is predictable, and some conventions errors occur. 
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Score Point 3 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 7 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 3
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Score Point 3 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 7 (Page 2 of 2) Score Point 3 

The writing in this response is generally focused on the topic, narrowing its position in favor of 
Internet access (Thats crazy. So, how will students do their research papers). An organizational 
pattern is demonstrated, with body paragraphs attempting to relay how Internet access via the 
school's library is related to student research papers. Transitional elements are used as an attempt 
to provide a logical progression of ideas (I would like to start by saying, Its not Just me). 
Development of support is uneven, combining specific information (Some Students don't use the 
BooK's to Find what they are looKing For. They go to google and Type in what they are looKing 
For) with general extensions (many oF the students at my school spend most oF their school day 
in the library. They love the library. Thats where they do their Research papers). Word choice is 
adequate, and sentence structure is varied. Some errors are present, but the basic conventions of 
mechanics, usage, punctuation, and spelling are generally followed. 
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Score Point 3 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 8 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 3
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Score Point 3 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 8 (Page 2 of 2) Score Point 3 

The writing in this response is focused on the topic, establishing a position in favor of Internet 
access (I think All School librariesH Should have interNet access). An organizational pattern is 
demonstrated, with a simple introduction, body paragraphs that expand on the topic, and a basic 
conclusion that restates this information. Development is uneven; the first supporting idea 
provides some general layered extensions (Some students dont have computers to have internet 
Access on, So the go to the school library to get information . . . Finding inFormation on the 
internet is alot easer the looking through A booK . . . iF they can't Find what thier looKing For on 
the internet, they can go look in the booKs), and the second supporting idea is developed with 
personal reflection (I know how hard homework can be. So I go tothe Schools library to get on the 
internet to helPmefinish My homework or Study For a test. like me some student dont have 
internet accses at home, so schools library helPs me with that). Word choice is adequate. 
Although errors occur in the basic conventions, they do not impede understanding. 
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Score Point 3 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 9 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 3
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Score Point 3 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 9 (Page 2 of 2) Score Point 3 

The writing in this response is focused on the topic, taking a position in favor of Internet access in 
the library (Without a doubt state legislators should provide Internet access). An organizational 
pattern is demonstrated and is supported through the use of transitional elements (Last but not 
least, In addition). The introduction previews the supporting ideas that are presented in the body 
paragraphs. Development of support is uneven, with more specific, layered development in the 
first body paragraph (it will help out the less fortunate kids. For Example, If theres a student with 
no money and no computer how is that student suppose to do a research project or homework 
assignment? As you can see no Internet access equals no grade and no grade equal Failure), 
followed by extended ideas and generalizations (computer access for students will help with a 
abundant amount of things. Specifically students can have a better education. They can learn the 
modern way), before a minimal conclusion. Word choice is adequate, and some variation in 
sentence structure is demonstrated. Some errors are present, but conventions are generally 
followed. 
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Score Point 4 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 10 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 4
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Score Point 4 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 10 (Page 2 of 2) Score Point 4 

The writing in this response is focused on the topic, narrowing its position in favor of Internet 
access (Internet in school. I think it's one of the best ideas ever!). An organizational pattern is 
apparent, and is strengthened by the use of transitional devices. Supporting ideas are previewed in 
the introduction and re-enforced in the conclusion. Development of support is consistent and 
includes a combination of specificity (The internet is an electric Library just faster and easier. No 
more taking hours to look up information on one thing, type in a Key word hit search and every 
thing you need to know pops right up) and personal reflection (it's great because then they Learn 
more than you would have expected them too. I know I can't sit and read for very long so I rather 
use the computer because then I can read and if I get tired print it out and go home then read 
some more later). Word choice is adequate, with some attention to detail, and variation in 
sentence structure is demonstrated (Sometimes information on things that you never would have 
thought of pops up. Now your Learning!). The response generally follows the conventions of 
mechanics, usage, spelling, and punctuation. 
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Score Point 4 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 11 (Page 1 of 3) Score Point 4
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Score Point 4 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 11 (Page 2 of 3) Score Point 4
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Score Point 4 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 11 (Page 3 of 3) Score Point 4 

The writing in this response is focused on the topic, narrowing its position in favor of Internet 
access (Schols Provide many resources the library is best. Students Should be allowed to go to 
their school library and have access to the intenet). An organizational pattern is apparent and is 
strengthened by the use of transitional devices (To begin with, Equally important, To conclude). 
The introduction previews supporting ideas with specific details (In fact, 42% of the students 
attending an most schools dont have access to computers at home, we also could use the internet 
for projects). Support is consistently developed (student could Be able to go to the library, for 
instance to fcat explorer to practice reading and math. This gives students an opportunity to raise 
fcat scores. Clearly we could also be able to boost up our school grade) but does lack some 
specificity in both the first and third body paragraphs (teachers do assign projects and homework 
that requires intenet. The children attending schools could have an oppurtunity to go to the 
library in the morning, in lunch or afterschool to do their research papers, homework or anything 
they have to do involving school. that needs use of internet). Word choice is adequate, and 
variation in sentence structure is demonstrated. Although punctuation and mechanics errors are 
present, conventions are generally followed. 
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Score Point 4 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 12 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 4
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Score Point 4 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 12 (Page 2 of 2) Score Point 4 

The writing in this response is focused on the topic, narrowing its position in favor of Internet 
access (So you believe school libraries should not provide Internet access for students? I think 
this really is not a good idea). An organizational pattern is apparent, strengthened between and 
within paragraphs by the use of transitional elements (To begin, For example, Lastly). The 
introduction previews the supporting ideas that are presented and repeated in the body paragraphs 
with a sense of logical progression (schools wouldn't have helpful programs for students during 
school . . . my school provides a program called "Reading Plus" for all Intensive Reading classes. 
This program gives us practice for the big test, "FCAT"). Supporting ideas are reviewed and 
restated in the conclusion. Development is consistently supported with layered generalizations in 
the first paragraph (Other students may not be able to go to a public library because of other 
important things such as work, errands, etc. Meanwhile, having internet access at school is 
helpful to students during lunch time and before school starts. It's helpful to students who need 
projects that require research), and specific details in the remaining two (they might want to 
explore the internet on something that interests them. Explicit, violent, or nudity should always be 
blocked. For example, when I'm completed with an assignment on the computer, I always check 
my current grades on Edline to see how I'm doing). Word choice is adequate and shows some 
specificity (a taste of what the test might be like), and variation in sentence structure is 
demonstrated. Conventions are generally followed in the response. 
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Score Point 5 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 13 (Page 1 of 3) Score Point 5
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Score Point 5 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 13 (Page 2 of 3) Score Point 5
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Score Point 5 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 13 (Page 3 of 3) Score Point 5 

The writing in this response is focused on the topic, narrowing its position in favor of Internet 
access through the persuasive techniques of a rhetorical question (I, for one, think that is a 
rediculous thought. I mean, we pay our tax dollars, right?) and an appeal to reason (At my school, 
half of the library has some type of computers sitting on desks for the students use. that is the way 
it should be). An organizational pattern presents a logical progression of ideas, specifically 
moving from the high cost of computers to the difficulty of Internet connectivity. This pattern 
includes an informative introduction that previews the supporting ideas, transitional devices that 
enhance the progression of ideas, and a conclusion that reviews the position and contributes a 
sense of completeness (It should be on the Bill of Rights. I think it is unfair if it is not provided). 
Development of ideas is consistently supported with ample specific details (They are thankful to 
get descent electricity, let alone to get internet access that is'nt slow as molasses) and elaborated 
support (People pay there tax dollars every year. They mine as well go towards their own 
childrens education. Espeacially now-a-days. Everyone wants their child to have the best 
education they can). A mature command of language is present, and some variation in sentence 
structure is demonstrated. Although some errors occur, this response generally follows 
conventions. 
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Score Point 5 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 14 (Page 1 of 2) Score Point 5
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Score Point 5 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 14 (Page 2 of 2) Score Point 5 

The writing in this response is effectively focused on the topic, narrowing its position in favor of 
Internet access because it contributes to the success of the student (Cutting of a school's library's 
internet can be the same as decreasing the students chance of being successful). An 
organizational pattern is provided, and body paragraphs specifically present a logical progression 
of thought. Use of transitional devices is present, further contributing to the essay's sense of 
completeness. Support is consistently developed with each of the three supporting ideas 
examined, clarified, and elaborated with a personal reflection by the student (a schools library 
internet gets students further involved with the school . . . It helps students sign up for clubs. For 
example I wanted to sign up for my schools football team and it was the last day. With my luck I 
went to my school's library and used the internet. Went on my school's website and signed up). A 
mature command of language is demonstrated with a variety in sentence structure and attention to 
word choice (adding more flavor and originality to the project instead of making it tasteless). 
Although some punctuation errors are present, the conventions of mechanics, usage, and spelling 
are generally followed. 
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Score Point 5 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 15 (Page 1 of 3) Score Point 5
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Score Point 5 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 15 (Page 2 of 3) Score Point 5
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Score Point 5 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 15 (Page 3 of 3) Score Point 5 

The writing in this response is effectively focused on the topic, narrowing its position in favor of 
Internet access to include the benefits of using all of the library's resources (Because of the 
libraries easy access to research information, I passed by to use its resources. The library made it 
easier for me to complete my assignment). An organizational pattern is evident, strengthened by 
the use of transitional devices both between and within paragraphs and supported with a sound 
conclusion, which contributes to an overall sense of completeness. The introduction establishes 
the topic, and the subsequent body paragraphs elaborate on the supporting ideas. Ample details 
are present (the internet is a vital tool. Although books are a good resource, sometimes the 
internet is even better because it provides students with far more resources to choose from. The 
library is a smart place to have access to the Internet because everything is in one location), and 
specific examples provide further development (group projects can be a hassle for some students 
because of many different reasons, such as not being able to get together with their group . . . I 
personally don't enjoy group projects because of the stress of getting together, but the library has 
made it easier for me). A mature command of language is demonstrated throughout the text, with 
variation in sentence structure and appropriate word choice. Conventions of usage, mechanics, 
punctuation, and spelling are generally followed. 
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Score Point 6 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 16 (Page 1 of 3) Score Point 6
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Score Point 6 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 16 (Page 2 of 3) Score Point 6
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Score Point 6 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 16 (Page 3 of 3) Score Point 6 

This purposeful response is focused on the task and reflects insight into the writing situation. The 
writer effectively utilizes a narrative device to introduce the topic, building the position of 
favoring Internet access (no internet access in schools would be an outrage). A logical 
progression of ideas is employed in the organizational pattern provided, further enhanced with the 
use of transitional devices, contributing to a sense of completeness. The introduction clarifies the 
position and provides a preview of supporting ideas, which are presented with consistent 
elaboration in the body paragraphs. Development of support is substantial, with specific details (8 
out of 15 students cant afford internet. They cant afford to pay their electricity bill much less 
possess a computer in their house hold. Not providing internet access in school libries is like 
putting a bass in a tank full of SharKs. They were doomed from the start) and relevant examples 
throughout (Not to mention the information in these books were last updated durring the stone 
age. Fred Flintstone wouldnt even use school library books). A mature command of language and 
a freshness of expression are demonstrated, which shows a commitment to the subject (But if they 
do decide to go on Nick.com and play a game or two theres no need to birth a cow because it will 
be blocked). A variety in sentence structure is used, and although spelling and punctuation errors 
are present, the response generally follows conventions. 
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Score Point 6 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 17 (Page 1 of 3) Score Point 6
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Score Point 6 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 17 (Page 2 of 3) Score Point 6
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Score Point 6 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 17 (Page 3 of 3) Score Point 6 

The writing in this response is focused and purposeful in its favoring of Internet use, reflecting 
insight into the writing situation. An organizational pattern is evident, starting with a succinct, 
concise introduction that presents two supporting ideas (If we let students use internet in school 
they would not only find what they need but become used to current technology they need to use 
late in life) and a reasoned conclusion (Overall the changes would appear to make schooling 
more effective in many ways and teaching children for life much easier), contributing to a sense of 
completeness. Transitional devices are effectively used between and within paragraphs to further 
enhance the logical progression of ideas (After taking that into consideration think of how the time 
spent working with computers would help). A commitment to the subject is evident through the 
development of ideas, consisting of specific, relevant, concrete details (In school libraries you 
can find encyclopedias, newspapers, magazines and plenty of literature on current events as well 
as history. But these books are limited because they are printed . . . The thoughts and ideas of last 
year may be wrong this year. With internet the students have an up-to-date resource that is 
guaranteed), and elaborated support (In a rapidly growing world of technology this would help 
future business leaders and adults, giving them an edge in the world. Using one of the Microsoft 
Office applications could prove useful for a project but even more when you are hired). A mature 
command of language is evident, and the writer demonstrates sophistication in word choice and in 
sentence-structure variation. Few errors in conventions are present. 
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Score Point 6 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 18 (Page 1 of 3) Score Point 6
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Score Point 6 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 18 (Page 2 of 3) Score Point 6
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Score Point 6 2010 FCAT Writing Grade 10 Persuasive Anchor Set 

Anchor Paper 18 (Page 3 of 3) Score Point 6 

The writing in this response is purposefully focused on the topic, narrowing the position in 
opposition of Internet access (School libraries should, most definitely, not be providing Internet 
access to students). An organizational pattern is evident and establishes a logical progression of 
ideas, which is further enhanced with effective transitional devices both between and within 
paragraphs (To start off, Even though) that contributes to a sense of completeness. The 
introduction presents an extended preview of supporting ideas that are sequenced in the body 
paragraphs; the ideas are consistently elaborated, reflecting insight into the writing situation. The 
conclusion reviews the position, recapping the supporting ideas and reinforcing the sense of 
completeness (All of this could be avoided by banning Internet access in school libraries). 
Development of support is substantial throughout, providing specific, concrete details (Schools 
are supposedly "safe" and "friendly" learning enviorments. I don't want to glance at my neighbors 
computer and see someones head getting blown off. It's just disgusting) and relevant examples, 
demonstrating a commitment to and involvement with the subject (Bobby rolls his eyes, and 
clicks on the Internet Icon. Ping! He types in the search bar, and about 20,000 results turn up. He 
clicks on a site that looks promising . . . At home he copys the sites information, pastes and saves 
it to a document, and he's done). A mature command of language with freshness of expression is 
exhibited, including variation in sentence structure and appropriate word choice. Few conventions 
errors are present. 
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