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Overview

**What is PIRLS and which education systems
participate?

**How are U.S. students performing compared to their
International peers in:
¢ 4th-grade reading?

*¢*How are students performing
In participating U.S. states?



What Is PIRLS...?

* Progress in International Reading Literacy Study

(PIRLS)
o 4th-grade reading assessment

e Developed by the TIMSS & PIRLS International Study

Center at Boston College, under contract to the
International Association for the Evaluation of Educational

Achievement (IEA)

2001 2006 2011

*In 1999, no grade 4 assessment.



PIRLS participating education systems

57 education systems

2011



U.S. PIRLS national and state sample sizes

National Sample Florida Sample
4th grade 4th grade
Schools: 370 Schools: 77

Students: 12,726 Students: 2,598




PIRLS 2011 framework

Definition The ability to understand and use those written language
forms required by society and/or valued by the individual.
Young readers can construct meaning from a variety of
texts. They read to learn, to participate in communities of
readers in school and everyday life, and for enjoyment.

Content Literary and informational texts

Cognitive dimensions Focus on and retrieve
Make straightforward inferences
Interpret and integrate
Examine and evaluate



What is on the PIRLS assessment?




What is on the PIRLS assessment?




U.S. average score (556) higher
=ore  than the PIRLS scale average (500)
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Ontario-CAN; Ireland; England-GBR55

Morthern Ireland-GBR 558
Cenmark -g

Metherlands 546

Sweden 542
Hungary 5319

Slovak Republic535

Nev 230 533

Australiz 527

France 520
Spain 513
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556 UMITED STATES
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545 Czech Republic
541 Italy; Gemany; Israel; Portugal

538 Ouebec-CANMN
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28 Lithuania

26 Poland
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02 Romania
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g Kong-CHN 57
Russian Fe :I rt| nF|nIn:I555
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. Denmark 554
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Sweden 542
Hungary 539

Slovak Republic535
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France 520
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Belgium [French}-BEL 506

Georgiz 488

Dubszi-UAE4T6
Azarbaijan 462

Colombia 448

Saudi Arabiz 430

Qatar 425

Oman 391

B Higher than U.S.

B Not measurably

563 FI rl:I -USA
S&7 Singapore

556 United States

EE3 Croatiz; Chinese Taipei-CHN
548 Canada; Alberta-CAN

545 Czech Republic

541 Italy; Germany; lsrael; Portugal
538 QuebecCAN

532 Bulgaria
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525 Lithuania
526 Poland

515 Andalusia-ESP

502 Romania

- 500

477 Malta

471 Trinidad and Tobago

457 Iran, Islamic Rep. of; Maltese-Maltz

4329 United Arab Emirstes

428 Indonesia
424 Abu Dhabi-UAE

different than U.S.
® Lower than U.S. 9

310 Marocco




Average reading scores of 4th-grade
<o StUAeNts increased from 2006 to 2011 in 13
education systems, including the U.S.

Hong Kong-CHN
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Singapore

UNITED STATES
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England-GBR — 12
Slovenia — o*
Poland _ 6*
Norway — o*
Georgia — 17

Trinidad and Tobago

Iran, Islamic Rep. of 36*

Indonesia 24*

20 30 40

o
=
o

-20 -10
Change in average score
*p < .05. Change in average scores is significant.
NOTE: Education systems ordered according to average reading score in 2011.
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Average reading scores of 4th-grade
=ae  StUdents decreased from 2006 to 2011 in 8
education systems

Alberta-CAN -12¢ _

Sweden -g* _
tay 10+
Germany -7
Hungry 12+
Bulgaria 15
Austria -9* _
Lithuania -O* _
-?;0 -2IO -]I.O (I) 1I0 2IO 3I0

Change in average score

*p < .05. Change in average scores is significant.
NOTE: Education systems ordered according to average reading score in 2011.
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PIRLS international reading benchmarks

| Graded

Advanced (625)

High (550)

Intermediate (475)

Low (400)

Students can interpret figurative language, distinguish and
interpret complex information from different parts of text,
and integrate ideas across text to provide interpretations
about characters’ feelings and behaviors.

Students can recognize some textual features, make
inferences on the basis of abstract or embedded
information, and integrate information to recognize main
ideas and provide explanations.

Students can identify central events, make straightforward
inferences from the text, and begin to make connections
across parts of the text.

Students can retrieve explicitly stated details from literary
and informational texts.
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READING

Percentages of U.S. 4th-grade students
reaching PIRLS reading benchmarks were
higher than international medians in 2011

Percent

100 , 98 95
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®m UNITED STATES
® International median

Low Intermediate High Advanced

Benchmark

NOTE: All U.S. percentages are significantly higher than the corresponding PIRLS international median
at the .05 level of statistical significance.
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Two systems had higher percentages of 4th-grade
rEAoR students reaching Advanced than the U.S.

Singapore 24
Florida-USA 22
Russian Federation 19
Northern Ireland-GBR 19
Finland 18 B Higher than U.S. (p < .05)
England-GBR 18 B Not measurably different
than U.S. (p < .05)
Hong Kong-CHN 18
UNITED STATES 17
Ireland 16
Ontario-CAN 15
0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Percentage reaching Advanced benchmark

NOTE: Education systems with lower percentages of students reaching the Advanced
benchmark than the percentage of U.S. students reaching the Advanced benchmark are not
included in figure.
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For more information
PIRLS

PIRLS at NCES:
http://nces.ed.qov/surveys/pirls/
International Data Explorer:
http://nces.ed.qov/surveys/pirls/idepirls/

Contact:

Sheila Thompson
NCES
Sheila.Thompson@ed.gov
202-502-7425
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