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August 6, 2012
M E M O R A N D U M
TO:

Florida College System Financial Aid Directors

FROM:
Carrie Henderson, Division of Florida Colleges[image: image4.jpg]COLLEGE SYSTEM




SUBJECT:
Clock-to-Credit Hour Conversion


The Division of Florida Colleges has received a number of questions related to the clock-to-credit hour conversion formula used for financial aid reporting to the U.S. Department of Education (USDOE), in which one semester credit hour is equal to at least 37.5 clock hours (37.5:1), that went into effect  July 1, 2011.  Representatives from the Division of Florida Colleges and the Division of Career and Adult Education participated in a recent conference call with USDOE about issues related to clock-to-credit conversion.
The State Board of Education authorizes Career and Technical Certificate programs (also known as Postsecondary Adult Vocational or PSAV programs) in Rule 6A-14.030(8), Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.).  PSAV programs are measured in clock hours.  The USDOE confirmed that colleges should use clock hours in all facets of administering Title IV funds, eliminating the need for the clock-to-credit conversion.  Colleges should use Formula 4 to establish proper payment periods, academic years, and disbursement procedures for PSAV programs.  
Programs identified as college credit programs in Rule 6A-14.030, F.A.C., such as Associate in Applied Science and Associate in Science programs, are comprised of only college credit hours, and the USDOE confirmed that colleges should use credit hours in all facets of administering Title IV funds.  We have received additional questions about College Credit Certificates (CCCs, also known as Postsecondary Vocational Certificates or PSVCs). Per Rule 6A-14.030(4), F.A.C., every course earned toward the CCC must be fully acceptable toward the associate degree, and should be indicated as such on your USDOE Eligibility and Certification Approval Report.  As a result, the conversion formula also does not apply to these programs.

For the full list of approved programs, which can be sorted by Classification of Instructional Programs code, program title, length, hour type (semester or clock), award type, and college, please visit: http://www.fldoehub.org/CCTCMIS/c/Documents/Codes/cip_cip.xls. 
For full-time equivalent (FTE) purposes, colleges should continue to follow the calculation established in Rule 6A-14.076(4), F.A.C.
Questions may be directed to Carrie Henderson at carrie.henderson@fldoe.org or (850) 245-9464 

in the Division of Florida Colleges or John McNeely at john.mcneely@fldoe.org or (850) 245-9028 in the Division of Career and Adult Education.
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