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Whitney Laboratory for Marine Bioscience 

                                                                                                                                         9505 Ocean Shore Boulevard 
St. Augustine, FL 32080-8610 

904-461-4000 
Dr. Kim Van Vliet, Ph.D.  
St. John River State College 
           July 26th, 2024 
 
Dear Dr. Vliet, 
 
I am pleased to support you and your colleagues’ efforts to implement a new Bachelor of Science degree 
to St. Johns River College.  As the current Dean/Director of the Whitney Lab, a Research Institute of the 
University of Florida I am acutely aware of the need for additional rigorous scientific training in Northeast 
Florida.  The state of Florida is actively building around the “I95 corridor” much the way they have 
successfully developed the “I75 corridor”.  St Johns River College, with campuses in Clay, Putnam and 
St. Johns County is uniquely positioned to impact future job creation in our area. 
 
I have been a University Professor for almost 25 years.  I took the Directorship here at Whitney in 2012 
and since then we have been searching for intellectual partnerships in our vicinity. Whitney has a 50-year 
history of using marine organisms as models for biomedical sciences, and we have recently begun to 
utilize our ‘sense of place’ and expertise in cutting-edge science for environmental restoration, natural 
products discovery, and water quality improvements.  These are issues relevant to the future interests of 
the state and require the investment of new generations of highly trained, motivated, and conscientious 
scientists and educators who will install stewardship for the generations to come. The skills required are 
numerous, and the new Bachelor of Science program you and your colleagues are proposing are a 
welcome addition to the building of this work force.  And, you will not be alone!  Whitney and the 
University of Florida will be happy to partner with your new program.  I can easily envision your students 
working here at Whitney to learn cutting edge techniques, and our students/postdocs providing 
leadership and educational lectures desired for your growing programs.  It will not be easy, but you do 
have resources in our local area that will help your new programs prosper.  Education, healthcare, land 
use management etc., are just a handful of the job opportunities awaiting students enrolled in your 
programs.  
 
In summary, my colleagues here at Whitney and I are thrilled that you want to expand your educational 
opportunities in our locale.  If there is anything else we can do to help with your innovative and much 
needed educational expansion, please let us know.  I look forward to working with you and your 
colleagues to make this new degree program a success.  Best of luck! 

 
 

Sincerely,       

 
Mark Q. Martindale, PhD 
Professor and Director 
mqmartin@whitney.ufl.edu 



 
Jo Handelsman <jo.handelsman@wisc.edu> 
 

Mar 26, 
2024, 

5:53 PM 

 
 
 
 

to Sarah, me 

 
 

Hi Kim, 
Thanks for writing and for using Tiny Earth! The degree sound very useful. There continues to 
be a shortage of people in the STEM workforce and consequently we continue to import trained 
scientists from other countries. Several years ago, one government agency estimated that we 
needed to graduate 500,000 more associates degrees in STEM in short order and another 
500,000 bachelors degrees. I don’t know where we are on meeting that need, but I doubt the 
market is saturated. I’m sorry I don’t have current data on this, but the Department of Labor 
might have some posted numbers. I’m copying Sarah Miller, the Executive Director of Tiny 
Earth, who may have more information on the need for STEM BS graduates. 
I’m happy to provide a letter, but I have no data from the State of Florida, so if you could provide 
some stats for the letter, that would help. 
Best, 
jo 
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Dr. Anna Lebesch 
SVP Strategy and Talent 
JAXUSA Partnership 
3 Independent Drive, Jacksonville, FL. 32202 
April 10, 2024 
 
 
 
President Joe Pickens 
St. Johns River State College 
5001 St. Johns Avenue 
Palatka, FL  32177 
 
Re: Letter of Support for SJR State’s Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences 
 
Dear President Pickens, 
 
The proposed new Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences degree at St. Johns River State 
College can benefit both students and the broader community. 
 
When looking at JOBSEQ data for Biomedical Research in Northeast Florida region, which 
includes the counties SJR State supports, opportunities exist with an overall 1.3 percent 
forecasted annual growth in general medical and surgical hospitals, direct health and medical 
insurance carriers, specialty hospitals, merchant wholesalers, and research and development in 
biotechnology.   
 
The curriculum of the proposed program covers biological chemistry, genetics, ecology, and 
physiology.  Moreover, the inclusion of practical, hands-on experiences, such as laboratory work 
and field studies, will undoubtedly enhance students' understanding and preparedness for future 
careers in the biological sciences.  This may lead to roles in customer service, health service 
management, and insurance claims and processing, all of which have a positive annual demand 
in this industry according to JOBSEQ. 
 
Graduates from this program will be well-equipped for a variety of career paths, whether it is 
diving into research, working in the life sciences industry, or making a difference in healthcare. 
They will have the critical thinking, problem-solving, and communication skills needed to thrive.  
 
JAXUSA Partnership, the region’s economic and talent development organization, works closely 
with St. Johns River State College’s faculty and students.  I am happy to be reached to provide 
additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Dr. Anna Lebesch 



 

Amanda Foss 
President 
GreenWater Laboratories 
205 Zeager Drive, Suite 302 
Palatka FL 32177 
 
 
April 11, 2024 
 
 
President Joe Pickens 
St. Johns River State College 
5001 St. Johns Avenue 
Palatka, FL  32177 
 
Re: Letter of Support for SJR State’s Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences 
 
Dear President Pickens, 
 
I am writing to express my support for the proposed new Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences 
degree at St. Johns River State College. As someone in the science field, I believe that this program will 
greatly benefit both students and the broader community. There is a great need for programs like this as 
we find it difficult to attract talent locally.  
 
There is a growing demand for skilled professionals who possess a strong foundation in the field of 
biological sciences. The curriculum of the proposed program appears to be comprehensive, covering 
essential topics such as biological chemistry, genetics, ecology, and physiology. Moreover, the inclusion 
of practical, hands-on experiences, such as laboratory work and field studies, will undoubtedly enhance 
students' understanding and preparedness for future careers in the biological sciences. 
 
Graduates of this program will be well-equipped for various career paths, including research, industry, 
or healthcare. They will possess critical thinking, problem-solving, and communication skills that are 
essential for success in their chosen fields. 
 
As one of St. Johns River State College's employers, I am delighted to write this letter of support for the 
proposed Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences degree. I am confident that this program will 
produce highly skilled graduates who will make significant contributions to their respective fields. Please 
do not hesitate to contact me if you need any additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Amanda Foss 
President 
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May 6, 2024 

President Joe H. Pickens 
St. Johns River State College 
5001 St. Johns Avenue 
Palatka, FL 32177 

Re: Letter of Support for SJR State's Baccalaureate Proposals 

Dear President Pickens: 

On behalf of the Putnam County Chamber of Commerce I am pleased to submit this letter of support for for 
the baccalaureate degrees being proposed by St. Johns River State College. 

The Bachelor of Science degrees in Exceptional Student Education, Biological Sciences, Social and 
Human Services, along with Bachelor of Applied Science degrees in Digital Art & Media and Performance 
Design & Production degrees all proposed by SJR State will prepare graduates for entry into high 
wage/high demand careers. Many employment opportunities exist within our local community for graduates 
of these programs. 

Florida has a well-documented critical teacher shortage, and graduates of programs in STEM, human 
services, digital media, and performance production are all in high demand as well. In addition to 
addressing employers' hiring challenges, the proposed programs will enable the residents of our 
community to earn a high quality, low-cost baccalaureate degree from the only public College offering 
baccalaureate degrees in our county, greatly increasing the likelihood that we retain these graduates in our 
local community and workforce. 

The Putnam County Chamber of Commerce is engaged in community development, economic 

development, workforce development and many quality-of-life efforts. We work with many partners, like 

SJR State College, to make Putnam County a great place to live, work and play. The benefits gained to the 

community through the approval of this request from SJR State will address workforce and economic needs 

and have a widespread positive effect on the business community and the overall economic climate. 

It is a pleasure to support you and St. Johns River College as you work to bring these new baccalaureate 
degree offerings to the residents of Clay, Putnam, and St. Johns Counties. Please do not hesitate to reach 
out if I can provide additional information. 

Sincerely, 

��t 
Dana Jones resident 
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May 14, 2024 

President Joe Pickens 
St. Johns River State College 
500 I St. Johns A venue 
Palatka, FL 32177 

RE: Letter of support for SJR State's Baccalaureate Proposals 

Dear President Pickens, 

On behalfof the Clay County Board of County Commissioners, it is my pleasure 
to offer this letter of support for the baccalaureate degrees being proposed by St. 
Johns River State College. 

The degrees you are proposing, BS degrees in Exceptional Student Education, 
Biological Sciences, and Social and Human Services, as well as BAS degrees in 
Digital Art & Media and Performance Design & Production, will all prepare 
graduates for entry into high wage, high demand careers. Many employment 
opportunities exist within our local community for graduates of these programs. 
In Florida, there is a well-documented critical teacher shortage, and graduates of 
programs in STEM, human services, digital media, and performance production 
are all in high demand as well. In addition to addressing employers' hiring 
challenges, the proposed programs will enable the residents of Clay County to 
earn a high quality, low cost baccalaureate degree from the only public College 
offering such degrees in our county, greatly increasing the likelihood that we 
retain these graduates in our local community and workforce. 

State colleges that offer baccalaureate programs provide the most economical 
means of achieving a four-year degree. Local state colleges, like St. Johns River 
State College, offering programs that include the baccalaureate degrees listed 
above will enhance resident satisfaction and provide for increased economic 
development in Clay County. 

It is a pleasure to support you and St. Johns River College as you work to bring 
these new baccalaureate degree offerings to the residents of Clay County. 

i=
I

Y 
Jim Renninger, Chairman 
Clay County Board of County Commissioners 











2024-25 Biological Sciences Advisory Board-Confirmed Members 

1. Alligator Farm-Josie Taylor, Education Manager

2. County School Districts

-Clay County School District-Treasure Pickett

Director of Secondary Education 

-Putnam County School District- Laura France

Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction 

-St. Johns County School District- Marna Fox

Secondary Science Program Specialist 

3. GreenWater Labs- Amanda Foss, President

4. Keep Putnam Beautiful- Nicole Grace, Executive Director

5. Nova Southeastern University - Michael Doyle,

Senior Associate Director of Admissions

6. ENCORE Group- St. Johns Center for Clinical Research-Erin Schellhorn

VP of Executive Operations

7. St. Johns Riverkeeper- Jamie DeNisco, Education Director

8. St. Johns River Water Management District- Brad Purcell, Chief of Staff

9. UF Whitney Laboratory- Dr. Mark Martindale, Director

10. University of Florida-Dr. Mireille Aleman

Instructional Associate Professor of Medical Programs

11. University of St. Augustine-Dr. Beth Ennis

Senior Academic Program Director, FL DPT Programs

12. Water Works Environmental Education Center - Palmer Kinser, Director

13. CareerSource-Lorenz Cotton, Workforce Development Specialist
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