The following rule is hereby repealed:
6M-8.601 Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rate.

Rulemaking Authority 1002.69(5), (6), 1002.79 FS. Law Implemented 1002.69(5), (6) FS. History—New 6-3-07, Amended 1-16-

08, 1-5-09, 12-15-09, 10-25-10, 5-10-12, Formerly 64-1.099821, Amended 6-14-18, 9-19-19, Repealed

6M-8.601 Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rate.

() Purpose. The purpose of this rule is to implement the requirements of Section 1002.69, F.S.

(2) Adguracy of Data.

(a) Prior toxthe calculation of the final VPK Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rate, as described in subsection
(3) of this rule, privatg and public school VPK providers shall have the opportunity to review a cumulative list of all
of the children served in their program and the total number of hours they attended.

(b) Verification. The private or public provider may verify the accuracy or submit suggested corrections to the
cumulative list of VPK participants\or the total number of hours the VPK participants attended when such change
would result in their inclusion or exclusisn in the calculation of the VPK Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rate, as
measured by the threshold of seventy (70%) percent, as described in subparagraph (3)(a)l. of this rule. The provider
may submit corrective information to the Office of\Early Learning (OEL) within the review period described below
after publication of the cumulative list on the VPK Proxider Kindergarten Readiness Rate website (vpk.fldoe.org).
OEL and the respective early learning coalition, shall review the corrective information and accept or reject the
requested corrective information within the review period.

(c) Dispute. If a private or public school provider disputes the acciacy of the data as published on the website
or if a private provider disputes ownership as defined in subsection (4), the provider may file a dispute on the
website and submit documentation to the Office of Early Learning for review and¢onsideration. OEL will review all
disputes filed by providers and provide a response to each dispute.

(d) Timelines. The provider review period for verification and dispute shall be twentysone (21) calendar days
from the time of publication of the cumulative list of children served. The early learning coalitida shall review and
accept or reject any changes for hours attended to the verification data within a period of ten (10) calehdar days after

the close of the provider review period. OEL shall process all approved changes made in verification and rsgolve all

disputes prior to publication of the final VPK Kindergarten Readiness Rate.



Criteria for Inclusion in and Calculation of the VPK Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rate.

(a) Ater the conclusion of the review of the data described in subsection (2) of this rule, OEL shall calculate the
VPK Providex Kindergarten Readiness Rate for each private or public school VPK provider of either the school year
(five hundred forty (540) hour) or summer (three hundred (300) hour) program that served at least four (4) children
who:

1. Attended the VPK\program for seventy (70%) percent or more of the total number of instructional hours; and,
2. Are matched to a valid\score on the Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener.
(b) Calculation of the VPK reqdiness rate:

1. Kindergarten student scores the Florida Kindergarten Readiness Screener administered during the first
thirty (30) days of the school year must dgmonstrate a score of at least 500 on the Star Early Literacy assessment to
be considered “ready for kindergarten.”

2. The “Percent of Children Ready for Kindeéxgarten” shall be calculated as the number of “Children Ready for
Kindergarten” on the screening measure divided Ry the total number of “Children Screened” meeting the
requirements in subparagraphs (3)(a)l. and (3)(a)2. of thi

3. Learning Gains shall be calculated based on the results\of the Florida VPK Assessment, pursuant to Rule 6M-
8.620, F.A.C., administered during the VPK program year. At the individual child level learning gains are
demonstrated by having attained a higher scoring category (belsw expectations, meeting expectations, and
exceeding expectations) from the pre-assessment to the post-assessment tq all of the four domains contained in the
assessment (Print Knowledge, Phonological Awareness, Mathematics and Oral Language/Vocabulary). A child that
scores “exceeding expectations” for the pre-assessment and maintains that scorg for the post-assessment will be
considered to have made “learning gains” in that domain.

4. The percent of children making learning gains shall be calculated as the number gf children demonstrating
learning gains divided by the number of children meeting the requirements in subparagraphs (§)(a)l. and (3)(a)2. of
this rule.

5. The VPK Provider Kindergarten readiness rate shall be expressed as the percentage of childgen ready for
kindergarten combined with the percentage of children making learning gains multiplied by .1.

Percent Ready + (Percent making gains x .1) = Provider readiness rate

In order for a provider to have successfully administered the VPK program, the provider must achieve a final



adiness rate of 60 (sixty) with the maximum rate possible of 100. A provider failing to meet this standard will be

placed on probation in accordance with subsection (5) below.

(d) The Office of Eatly Learning shall publish each VPK program provider’s readiness rate.

(4) VPK Provider Kindexgarten Readiness Rates. VPK Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rates shall be binding
on new private VPK owners if tha change of ownership occurred at a point in time in which seventy (70%) percent
or more of the VPK school-year or sulgmer program remained. For the purpose of this rule, a change of ownership
does not include the sale or transfer to fymily members, persons with a pre-existing ownership interest in the
business or an “individual associated with a ptqvider.” For the purpose of this subsection, “individual associated
with a provider” means an individual or family member of an individual who, regardless of compensation, holds a
management position, oversees the operations of a proxider, or is an officer, shareholder, beneficial owner or
member of the board of directors of a provider.

(5) Providers Placed on Probation.

(a) For the 2016-17 and 2017-18 VPK Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rates:

1. No provider will receive a new probationary status.

2. An existing provider on probation whose rate meets the criteria in pagagraph (3)(b), is removed from
probation.

3. An existing provider on probation whose rate did not meet the criteria in paragraph (3)(b), will remain on
probation in their existing status.

(b) Beginning with the 2018-19 VPK Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rates, if the readiness rate of a private

website within twenty-one (21) calendar days of the publication of the final Provider Kindergarten Readiness Rates
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