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If your child is enrolled in Florida’s Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) program, you have or will soon be 
hearing about the Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST) Star Early Literacy progress monitoring. 
Students who are enrolled in the VPK program take FAST Star Early Literacy at least three times, with the 
first typically taking place in the first 30 days of the VPK program. FAST Star Early Literacy gives both 
parents and teachers information about each child’s learning progression in emergent literacy and math 
skills. The following overview of FAST Star Early Literacy will give you a foundation for discussing your 
child’s progress with their teacher.  
What is FAST Star Early Literacy? 
FAST Star Early Literacy is a statewide, computer-adaptive progress monitoring system. Computer-
adaptive means that questions get easier or more difficult depending on how the student responds. The 
progress monitoring uses audio in which a narrator reads questions designed to measure emergent literacy 
skills and math skills.  
Why does my child take FAST Star Early Literacy? 
The Florida Legislature has required this progress monitoring for all private and public school students 
participating in a VPK program to ensure that teachers and parents have information that can help them 
track and respond to the learning needs of students. 
How many times do students complete the FAST Star Early Literacy? 
At minimum, the progress monitoring will be administered by a qualified test administrator employed by 
your VPK provider at the beginning, middle and end of the VPK program to monitor student progress. 
How does FAST Star Early Literacy help my child? 
Your child’s score will identify their learning progression in emergent literacy and math and help their 
teacher know what your child may be ready to learn next. 
 
 

 

We are Learning FAST! 

Florida’s Early Learning and 
Developmental Standards 

Would you like to know more about what your 
child should be learning? The Florida Early 
Learning and Developmental Standards will help 
you support your child’s learning and 
development from birth to age 5. 

The standards reflect the knowledge and skills 
that a child on a typical developmental 
progression should know and be able to do at the 
end of an age-related timeframe.  

How can I help my child prepare for FAST Star 
Early Literacy? 
Spend time communicating with your child that this 
progress monitoring will help their teacher know 
how to help them learn. Encourage them to do 
their best. 
How long does it take to complete FAST Star 
Early Literacy? 
The progress monitoring takes, on average, 15-20 
minutes for students to complete.  
Where do I go if I have additional questions?  
To learn more about FAST Star Early Literacy visit 
our Family Resources for more information. 

Be sure you don’t miss an issue! 
Scan the QR code 

and sign up to receive Parents’ Pages. 

https://www.instagram.com/flearlylearning/
https://www.instagram.com/flearlylearning/
https://www.facebook.com/floridaearlylearning
https://twitter.com/FLEarlyLearning
http://flbt5.floridaearlylearning.com/index.html
http://flbt5.floridaearlylearning.com/index.html
https://www.fldoe.org/schools/early-learning/providers/fast-star-earlit.stml
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What is CLASS®? 
 
As a parent of a child in the School 
Readiness or Voluntary Prekindergarten 
program, you will at some point hear 
about the Classroom Assessment 
Scoring System (CLASS®). Below is a 
brief overview of what CLASS® is and 
how it impacts your child’s learning.   
 
CLASS® is an evidence-based 
observational tool used to assess the 
effectiveness of teacher-child interactions 
in School Readiness and VPK 
classrooms. CLASS® is not an 
instructional assessment, and no data is 
collected on students. Instead, observers 
look at the interactions between the 
adults and students in the classroom.  
 
Why is this assessment important? 
Research supports that quality 
interactions between adults and children 
promote children’s social and cognitive 
development, helping them thrive in their 
learning environments. Classrooms that 
have received high CLASS® scores are 
proven to support greater learning gains 
in language, math and early literacy 
development. 
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