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History
• In 1994, the Florida Legislature passed the Holocaust Education Bill (SB
660) amending section 233.061 of Florida Statutes to require all school
districts to incorporate lessons on the Holocaust as part of public school
instruction.
• The Commissioner of Education created a Task Force on Holocaust
Education.
• The Task Force is an advisory to the Commissioner of Education and
coordinates Holocaust education activities and provide Professional
Development Opportunities for teachers on his behalf.
• 10 Task Force sites in Florida to provide Professional Development Teacher
Training with Subject Matter Experts.
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Section 1003.42(2)(g), Florida Statutes
• Required Instruction:
• Public schools “shall teach efficiently and faithfully, using the books and
materials required that meet the highest standards for professionalism and
historical accuracy, following the prescribed courses of study, and
employing approved methods of instruction, the following:
• “The history of the Holocaust (1933-1945), the systematic, planned annihilation
of European Jews and other groups by Nazi Germany, a watershed event in the
history of humanity, to be taught in a manner that leads to an investigation of
human behavior, an understanding of the ramifications of prejudice, racism,
and stereotyping, and an examination of what it means to be a responsible and
respectful person, for the purposes of encouraging tolerance of diversity in a
pluralistic society and for nurturing and protecting democratic values and
institutions.”
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HB 1213 –
Educational Instruction of Historical Events
• Revises the requirement to teach Holocaust
education to include instruction concerning
antisemitism; requires school districts to report
Holocaust education instruction annually to the
Department of Education; requires the Department
to prepare and offer Holocaust education standards
and curriculum; and designates second week in
November as “Holocaust Education Week”
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In Summary, the Task Force Exists to Connect
Actual Instruction to Requirements in Law

Requirement
HB 1213

Includes
instruction
on
antisemitism

Standards
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Membership
• All members of the Task Force on Holocaust Education are appointed
by the Commissioner of Education. The members represent educators,
Holocaust survivors, relatives of Holocaust survivors, university
representatives, emeritus members, and other qualified individuals
throughout Florida.
• Currently seeking new members to outreach all school districts.
• Holocaust educators need more representation on Task Force.
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2020: Holocaust Education in Florida

Holocaust Task
Force Designated
Learning Sites
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Holocaust Education Week Resource Guide
• Suggested Resources and Guidelines for Holocaust Education Week –
developed for all school districts to assist for planning statewide
programs
• November 9-13, 2020
• You will find a list of free digital and print resources and guidelines to
help teachers and students explore Holocaust history and bring those
lessons to today. Teachers should choose content that is appropriate
for their students based on their age, grade, and how prepared they
are for Holocaust studies.
• Holocaust Education week is an enhancement of ongoing Holocaust
education as mandated in the state of Florida since 1994.
• www.fldoe.org/holocausteducation
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Holocaust Education Week Resource Guide
• Introduction to Holocaust Education Week as part
of HB 1213: Educational Instruction of Historical
Events (HB 1213)
• Reading of Proclamation for Holocaust Education
Week
• State Mandate to Teach about the Holocaust in
s. 1003.42(2)(g), F.S.
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Additional Context on Holocaust
Education
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Holocaust Education Week November 9-12th
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Holocaust Education Week November 9-14th
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Professional Development partners with USHMM
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Teacher’s Workshop Testimonial
“I just want to say THANK YOU for allowing me to
participate in the Holocaust Institute. It was an
inspirational, educational, and thought-provoking
experience. I learned so much. As an adjunct
professor, I teach Teaching the Holocaust and Teaching
Prejudice Reduction. I also teach the advanced
seminars for those two courses. I will be sharing a lot
of what I learned with the teachers in those courses.”
“…what an institute this was - despite social distancing,
there was such a feeling of closeness and warmth…this
was incredible, and you handled it masterfully and
with grace - impressed and re-energized to continue
the teaching mission”
“In addition to everything they learned about the
Holocaust and the Survivors, they learned about the
importance of respect for all people, and of being
tolerant of differences and being more open and
accepting of others.”

“I found the webinar to be relevant to what's going on
in today's world (Covid-19, antisemitism, riots,...), and I
believe that this is important when teaching it to our
students, because if they can relate it to their/our
world (current events), they can grasp the concept(s)
better, and hopefully become ambassadors, in helping
make our world, as well as future generations' a much
better one!”
“I thoroughly enjoyed learning history from firsthand
experiences. … It was an amazing experience. I enjoyed
the videos as well and appreciate the chance to dissect
the videos and discuss them.”
“I learned from Sonja (Holocaust survivor Sonja
Marchesano) to treat everyone with respect and treat
people the way you would want to be treated. I hope
to spread the word to future generations and to my
family about the experience I had with her and what I
learned” – student
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Teacher Trainings – July 2019-June 2020
• Total teachers attended training – 2103
• Total funds allocated for training from Task Force$34,816.47
• Locations of Teacher Training sites – Maitland, Boca
Raton, Miami, Naples, Tallahassee
• Number of counties reached – 58
• ----------------------------------------------------------------• The success of outreach impacted more teachers
with challenging plans.
www.FLDOE.org
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Task Force partners with FLVS
• New virtual teacher training opportunities planned
to cover required instruction with many topics and
levels statewide. The goal is to launch January 2021
on the DOE platform. We are seeking subject
matter experts and educators for course
development.
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History’s Lesson - Quote from Martin Niemöller, a Lutheran minister and
early Nazi supporter who was later imprisoned for opposing Hitler's
regime.
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Thank You!
www.fldoe.org/holocausteducation
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