
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Action Item 

February 12, 2020 

SUBJECT: Approval of Step Up For Students, Inc. as a Scholarship Funding Organization for 
2020-2021 

PROPOSED BOARD ACTION 

Approve the renewal of Step Up For Students, Inc. as an eligible Scholarship Funding 
Organization (SFO) for purposes of administering the Florida Tax Credit (FTC) Scholarship 
Program, Gardiner Scholarship Program, Hope Scholarship Program, Reading Scholarship 
Program and Family Empowerment Scholarship Program (FES) for 2020-2021.   

AUTHORITY FOR STATE BOARD ACTION 

Section 1002.395(15), Florida Statutes 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In order to participate in the FTC, Gardiner, Hope, Reading and FES Scholarship Programs a 
charitable organization that seeks to be a nonprofit SFO must submit an application for 
initial approval or renewal to the Office of Independent Education and Parental Choice no 
later than September 1 of each year before the school year for which the organization 
intends to offer scholarships. In consultation with the Department of Revenue and the Chief 
Financial Officer, the Office of Independent Education and Parental Choice shall review the 
application and the Commissioner of Education shall recommend approval or denial of the 
application to the State Board of Education. The Board of Education shall approve or deny 
the application.      

Supporting Documentation Included: Application packet for Step Up For Students, Inc. 
(under separate cover) 

Facilitators/Presenters: Laura Mazyck, Interim Executive Director, Office of Independent 
Education and Parental Choice; Doug Tuthill, President, Step Up For Students, Inc.  



for students 

2020 -2021 SFO Renewal Application 



August 2 7, 2019 

Mr. Richard Corcoran 
Commissioner of Education 
Office of the Commiss ioner 
Turlington Building, Suite 1514 
325 West Gaines Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

Dear Commissioner Corcoran: 

We respectfully submit our application to serve as a Scholarship Funding Organization in 2020-21 under 
ss. 1002.395, 1002.394, 1002.385, 1002.40, and 1002.411, Florida Statutes, and look forward to 
answering any questions you may have. 

Step Up For Students served over 99,700 of Florida's most economically disadvantaged students on the 
Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program last year. The average household income was only 9.1 percent 
above poverty, and more than two-thirds of the students were black or Hispanic and more than half lived 
with a single parent or guardian. The department's researcher has reported that these students were the 
lowest academic achievers from the public schools they left behind and that they are continuing to 
achieve the same annual standardized test score gains as students of all income levels nationally. 

This past year, Step Up was able to serve 11,458 students with unique abilities on the Gardiner 
Scholarship Program and is projecting to serve over 14,000 students in the current year. 

In addition, Step Up served 127 students on the Hope Scholarship and 5,639 students on the Reading 
Scholarship. 

Your department should take pride in the breadth of learning options that Florida and its school districts 
provide to parents. We are dedicated to assuring that the FTC Scholarship Program, Family 
Empowerment Scholarship Program, Gardiner Scholarship Program, Hope Scholarship Program, and 
Reading Scholarship Accounts, are administered faithfu lly and transparently. We welcome your 

questions. 

Sincerely, 

Doug Tuthill 
President 

www.stepupforstudents.org 
ST. PETERSBURG OFFICE• 1901 Ulmertou Road, Suite 180, Clearwater, FL 33762 • 813 . .258.2700 
JACKSONVILLE OFFICE• 4655 Salisbury Road, Suite 400, J acksonville, FL 32256 • 904.247.6033 

http:www.stepupforstudents.org
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NONPROFIT SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING ORGANIZATION 

PARTICIPATION RENEWAL 

If yoor nooprofit charitable organization desires to IJMicipate, please complete this form 

and submit it 10 the Department of Education viilh infonnation as requested below. 

If you have any questions. conlacl lhe Office of lndepende<ll Education and Parental Choice at: 

Telephone (850) 245-0502 or FAX (850) 245-0875 or by mail to: 325 W. Gaines St~1. 


Su~e 1044, Tallahassee, FL 32399-0400. 


SUBMIT BY: SEPTEMBER1. 2019 

INFORMATION REQUIRED ABOUT YOUR ORGANIZATION 


Step Up For Students, Inc 
{Name ofOrganization) 

Joe Pfountz 
(Principal Contact) 

jpfountz@sufs.org 
(E-mail) 

904-352-2.246 
(Phone) (Fax) 

4655 Salisbury Rd 
(Moiling Address) 

Suite 400 
(Mailing Address Cont.) 

Jacksonville 	 32256 
(City) 	 (Zip Code} 

Doug Tuthill 
(Name of Principal Officer or Legal Representative) 

CHARITABLE SFO ASSURANCESI VER/FICA TION 


WHICH BEST DESCRIBES YOUR ORGANIZATION? (Circle one) 

Municipal (serving one city or county) Regional 	 ( Statewide I 
WHICH SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM(S) DOES YOUR ORGANIZATION PLAN TO ADMINISTER? 

1:3Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program 
1:3Gardiner Scholarship Program 
1:3 Hope Scholarship Program 
1:3ReadingScholarship Program 
1:3Family Empowerment Scholarship Program 

TO BE CONSIDERED AS AN ELIGIBLE SFO, PLEASE SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTATION 
TO THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION: 

• Asigned IEPC SF0-2 form 
• Acopy of your IRS Determination Letter as a 501(c){3) not forprofit organization 
• 	 Acopy of your organization's incorporation and registrationwith the Florida Division of Corporations, 


1 

IEPCSF0·2 
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Office of the Secretary ofState 
• 	 Level 2criminal background screening results for owners and operators 
• 	 A description of your organization's financial plan that demonstrates sufficient funds to operate 


throughout the school year 

• 	 A description of the geographic region that the organization intends to serve and an analysis of the 

demand and unmet need for eligibly students in that area 

• The organization's organizational chart 

11:• 


• 	 A description of the criteria and methodology that theorganization v.ill use to evaluate scholarship eligibility 
• 	 A description of the application process, including deadlines and any associated fees 
• 	 Adescription of the deadlines for attendance verification and scholarship payments 
• 	 Acopy of the organization's policies on conflict of interest and wnistleblowers 
• 	 A surety bond or letter of credit in an amount equal to the amount of the undisbursed donations 


held by the organization based on the annual report provided to the Auditor General and the 

Department ofEducation and conducted by an independent certified public accountant 

(s.1002.395(6)(m), F.S.). The amounl of the surety bond or letter of credit must be at least 

$100,000.00, but no more than $25 million 


• 	 The organization's completed IRS Form 990 (due no laler than November30) 
• 	 Acopy of the statutorily requited audit to the Department of Education and AuditorGeneral 
• 	 An annual report that includes the number ofstudents who completed applications, by county and 


by grade, the number of students wno were approved for scholarships, by county and bygrade, 

and thenumber ofstudents who received funding for scholarships within each category, by county 

and by grade, as well as the amount of funds received, the amount of funds distributed in 

scholarships, and an accounting of remaining funds and the obligations of those funds 


• 	 Adetailed aceotJnting of how the organization spent the administrative funds, ifappllcable 

PLEASE RESPOND TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 

• 	 Ihave read and agree to comply with Florida Administrative Cod_e6A-6.0960 related to the Florida 

Ta)( Credit Scholarship Program 


• 	 I have read and agree to comply with Florida Statutes Section 1002.385, Section 1002.395, Section 1002.40 and 
Section 1002.411, if applicable 

• 	 Iwill notify the Department of Education within 7days if personal or corporate bankruptcy is filed 

within the next year 


• 	 I have not filed for personal or corporate bankruptcy in a corporation of which I owned rnore than 20 

percent in thelast 7years 


I HEREBY ATTEST THAT AS THE PRINCIPAL OFFICER OF THE ABOVE NAMED SCHOLARSHIP 
FUNDING ORGANIZATION ALL OF THE OOCUMENTATION SUBMITTED AND INFORMATION 
PROVIDED AS ARESULT OF THIS FORM IS TRUE AND CORRECT. 

- I
Please print ortypepignature name 

Dele J 

·/f. 
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FOR DOE PURP.~SEl) ©NL¥: 

Date Received: 

Received by: 

Action: 

Authorilation: Dale: 

SFO Notified: DOR Notified: DABTNotified: 

NOTE: Sec6oo tOO'l.395. F.S •. 1&quifes the Department of l!.dvce5on to annuaaynotify the Oep8/1m!Jnl ofRell!)llOO and the DiWion ofAJcollo(ic Bove1<1ges 
and Tobacco otthe DepamoontofBusiness and ProfessionalRegulallonwi!h e l'.sl ofeligible ScholllfSllip FUfl<ing Olpanizationsby March 15". 
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m 
CORPORATION NA.ME(S) & DOCUMENT NUMBER(S), (if known): ~~ a 0 

-;Ei§i?m 

L The National E~cation Developme~n~ Tncopporated 
(Corporallon amc) · ent 

(Corporation Name) (DOC=eo.t 'II) 

3. 
(corporation Name) (Document #) 

4. 
(Corporation Name) (Docwnent #) 

Wilwallcin 0 Pickup time _D Certified Copy 

DMailout 0 Will wait 0 Photocopy D Certificate ofStatus 

217 South Adams Street 
Address 0 

0..., 
<Tl 

Profit 

Resignation ofRA.. otlioe:rfDirector 

Change ofR.egistered Agent 

Merger 

Fictitious Name 

Name ~atio.n 

Foreign 

Limited P811nership 

Trad=ark 

Other 

soooo3·13s31s ..:...-2. 
-02/18/00--01020--025 . 
'****78.75 *****73.7S 

IExaminer's J'nilials 
CR.2EOJ l(ll9S) 
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ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 

OF . 


THE NATIONAL EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT fUND, lNCORPORATED 


-
ARTICLE I NAME ~~ 

0 
0..,,,.,., )> .5:Q c:o ""ClThe name of the corporation sh'all be: $:1!1 
<X>~~ ~ TIIB NATIONAL EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT FUND, !NCORPORA.!fmb ;::» mo< o . m -n"'\'i :SC: 

r-w CJC5 -...~::;<
-:!:\ 
~m 

ARTICLE Il PRINCIPAL OFFICE 

The principal place of business and mailing address of this corporation shall be: 

601 North Ashley Drive, Suite 500 
Tampa, Florida 33602 

ARTICLE Ill PURPOSE(S) 

The corporatio.n shall be a nul-for-profit entily anu no economic benefit shall accrue 
to any member of this corporation. The corporation is being formed for the purpose of 
providing economic and other assistance (usually acting as an intermediary) to private 
schools (as opposed to public schools operated by a school system) which carry out their 
educational missions from physical facilities located in :inner city areas of municipalities 
located throughout the United States and which are also, in large part, not-for-profit 
institutions. 

ARTICLE IV MANNER OF ELECTION OF DIRECTQRS 

The corporation's affairs and its assets shall be carried out and maintained by a 
Board of Directors ha'lling not less than one nor more than seven members. The members 
of the Board of Directors shall be elected annually in Januazy of each year by the majority 
vote of the members of the corporation, each member being entitled to one vote. 
Cumulative voting shall not be permitted in the election of directors. Vacancies ~urring 
on the Board of Directors may be filled, until the next election of directors, by appointment 
by virtue of majority action of the then members of the Board of Directors. Membexs of 
the Board of Directors of the corporation need not be members of the corporation. 

Page 5 
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ARTICLE V INITIAL REGISTERED AGENT AND STREET.ADDRESS 

The name and Florida street address of the initial registered agent are: 

WILLIAM T. KIRTI..EY, Esq. 
2940 South Tamiami Trail 
Sarasota, Florida 34239 

ARTICLE VI INCORPORATOR .. 

The name and address of the Jncorporator to these Articles of Incorporation are: 

WILLIAM T. KIRTLEY, Esq. 
2940 South Tamiami Trail 
Sarasota, Florida 34239 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, these Articles of Incorporation have been executed as 
of the 16th day of February, 2000. 

Having been named asregistered agent and to acceptserviceotprtrass for the above 
stated corporation at the place designated in this certificate, I hereby accept the 
appcintment as registered agent and agxee to act in this capacity. I further agree t.o comply 
wjth the provisions of all statutes relating to the proper and complete performance of my 
duties, and I am familiar with and accept the obligations of my position as registered agent. 

Dated: February 16, 2000 

2 
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Homa Contact Us E-Flling Services Document Searches Forms Help 

Return to Detai l Screen 

Events 
. 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 

Document Number N00000001090 

Date Filed 02/18/2000 

Effective Date None 

Status Active 

Event Type Filed Date Effective Date Description 

AMENDMENT ANO 01/0612011 OLD NAME WAS ; THE FLORIDA SCHOOL C 

NAME CHANGE HOICE FUND, INCORPORATED 

AMENDMENT ANO 06101/2000 OLD NAME WAS; THE NATIONAL EOUCATI 

NAME CHANGE ON DEVELOPMENT FUND, INCORPORATED 

Noto: This is notofficial record. See documents if question or conflict. I 

Return to petail Screen 

I Home I Contact us I Document Searches I E·Flllna Services I Forms I l'lelo I 

Coovrtoht © and Privacv PoliClQS 
Stl!lto or Flor!da, Oepnrtm~nt of State 
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State ofFlorida 

Department ofState 


l certify from the records of.this office that STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. is. 
a corporation organized under the laws of the State ofFlorida, filed on February 
18, 2000. 

The document number of this corporation is N00000001090. 

I further certify that said corporation has paid all fees due this office through 
December 31 , 2019, that its most recent annual report/uniform business report 
was filed on Aprill, 2019, and that its status is active. 

I further certify that said corporation bas not filed Articles ofDissolution. 

Given under my ltand a11d the 
GreatSeal ofthe State ofFlorida 
at Tallahassee, the Capital, this 
the First tlay ofApril, 2019 

'f?µ&!_)/fk.­
Secretary ofState 

Tracking Number: 2672688049CC 

To authenticate this certificate, visit the rouowing site,enter tbis number, and then 
follow th• instructions displayed. 

bttps://services.sunbi2.org/Filings/CertificateOfStatus/CertiCicatoAuthentieation 



~~IRS Dcpar!ment of!hc 'freuury
iilzl'JJJ tnCern3f l~e•enue SttVJ<'e 

P.O . Box 2508, Room 4010 In reply reter to: 4077556534 
Cincinnati OH 45201 Aug . 12, 2011 LTR 4168C 0 

59-3649371 000000 00 
00025515 

BOOC: TE 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS INC 

% JOHN F KIRTLEY 

337 S PLANT AVE 

TAMPA FL 33606 - 2325 


008932 

Employer Identification Number: 59-3649371 

Person to Contact: SHARON LENARD 


Toll Free Telephone Number: 1 - 877 - 829- 5500 


Dear Taxpayer: 

This is in response to your July 18, 2011, request for information 
regarding your tax-exempt status. 

Our records indicate that you were recognized as exempt under 
section 501CclC3l of the Internal Revenue Code in a determination 
letter issued in July 2000. 

Our records also indicate that you are not a private foundation within 
the mconing of section 509Ca> of the Code because you ore described in 
sectionCsl 509Cal(l) and 170CblCllCAlCvil . 

Donors may deduct contributions to you as provided in section 170 of 
the Code. Be quests, legacies, devises, transfers, or gifts to you or 
for your use are deductible tor Federal estate and gift tax purposes 
if they meet the applicable provisions of sections 2055 , 2106, and 
2522 of the Code. 

Please refer to our website www.irs.gov/eo for information regarding 
filing requirements. Specifically, section 6033Cj) of the Code 
provides that failure to file an annual information return for three 
consecutive years results in revocation of tax- exempt status as ot 
the filing due date of the third return for organizations required to 
file. We will pu~lish a list of organizations whose tax -exempt 
status was revoked under section 6033Cj) of the Code on our website 
beginning in early 2011. 

Pa9e 9 
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4077556534 

Aug . 12, 2011 LTR 4168C 0 
59-3649371 000000 00 

00025516 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS INC 
Y. JOHN F KIRTLEY 
337 S PLANT AVE 
TAMPA FL 33606-2325 

If you have any questions, please call us at the telephone number 
shown in the heading of this letter. 

Sincerely yours, 

Cindy Thomas 
Manager, EO Determinations 



Step Up For Students 

Level 2 criminal background screening results for owners and operators 

The background screenings for all owners and operators are satisfactory and are on file with the Florida 

Department of law Enforcement. Step Up For Students' officers are Doug Tuthill, Joe Pfountz, and 

Anne White. 
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Step Up Fo r S tudents, Florlda Only 
3 Year Plan - Income Statement by Category 

Eath Year, Step Up For Students prepari?"s a de1alled three year projection or its revenues and expenses. The income statement for the SFO 
application year is highlighted. t:ach year's budget must r'esuh in a net operating margin betv1een 1 - 4% and provides for caphal lnveStfTICnt 
10 support future growth and stability of the programs. 

The senior leadership team partidpetes in the budgeting process and the board of directors reviews and approves the budgets before the 
btginnlng of each fiscal year. Monthly fln3nciot results are published and shared with the senlor leadership team and board of directors:, 
allowing for tim<!ly corrective .. ction when needed. Additionally, to prep:ue for the unknown and to account for potential risk, acontingency 

budget is captured withi n Lhe budget ptocess, and unforeseen expenditures are managed throush this budget item. The contingency fs 

1eflected i n the 'other' line item. 

Our revenue sourtts include administrative allowance from the FTC, FES, Gardiner, Hop~and Reading programs. each program's revenue 
and expenses are accounted for separately in the general leader viii fund 3(Countfng, and separate bink accounts are maintained for each 
program's scholarship funds. For all programs we fecognize an admintsttatlve qtlowance of 3% of all scholarship 41warcled, with the e:)(ceptlon 

or FES where we re.cognlte 1%. These administrative alk>wances are used to fund operating expenses related to administering the programs 
which Include application and reimbursement proc;essing costs.. Addition.ally, we have planned gr ant income which provkfes funding for 

addition-JI advo~cy initiatives: thf'Jt wlll help to broaden awartne.ss of the program. Thi!: last revenue source ls inc.luded in 'otherlncome', and 

is related to our phllanthroplc efforts, where we plan to functraise non·tax credit dona dons which can be used on cxpenditu1es that further 
the mission of the organization. 

IFundta ising Cap $87~ $874M $814M 

12 Montlfs.Hf&'ng June 30, 

Operatin11 Re venues 202.Ctc()naf atin R B,w;lget 
Flonda Tax Credi! Adrnlnlslfatlve AOowance 25,109,540 
Gardiner Administrative Allowance 4, 133.885 
Grants 1,531 ,705 
FES 1, 185,527 
Hope Scholarship 49,433 
Reading 135,000 
Other Income 1.546.184 
Total Revenues $33,691,274 

2021 Ann.ual Pl~n 

' 26;365,017 
5, 167,356 
765.~53 

1.<\l!1J109 
61,7~1 

168.750 
1623r493 

$3~i634,169 

~02i1 Aonual Plan 
27,683,268 
5,942,460 

382,926 
1,852,386 

77,239 
194,063 

1,704 668 
$37,837,009 

Operating ~xoenses 2PiO Qperatlilg Budget 2021 Annual P lan 2022.Annual Plan 
Sa laries. wages and benefits 23.287,330 24.917,4'1.3 26,786,251 
Ocwpancy 962.128 99Q,992 1,020,722 
Insurance 298.856 310i8W 323.243 
Voice and data 1,173.996 1 ,22:0.~56 1,269,794 
Travel 667 ,909 69M25 722,410 
CeHular Phone 116 ,997 121,sn 126,544 
Dues. Fees & Subscriptions 1,318,819 1,252,878 1,221,556 
Professional Services 395,476 411.295' 427,747 
Marketing/Advertising 420,861 437,695 455,203 
Convacl Services 989,044 1.02M 06 1.069.750 
Equipmenl 75,868 7.3,903 82,059 
Postage & Delivery 182,745 f90,055 197,657 
Printing & Reproduction 200,430 208 ~'47 216,785 
Conferences & Seminars 249,947 259,945 270,343 
Tralnirig 102.520 1._06,62~ 110,886 
Employee Recruitment 51,523 53.584 55,727 
Sponsorship/Tradeshows 90.140 93.746 - 97,495 
Bank Fees 311,015 t3~MS& 336,394 
Supplies 120,548 1,25J370. 130,385 
Depreciation 875,70£ 910,764 947,164 
01her 1,322.482 1.362, t56 1,403,021 

Total Operating Expenses $33,214,340 .$35:099,993 $37,271,135 

Net lncomel(Los~) $476,934 
Net Income%ofRevenu e 1.4% 

$534,176 
1 5.% 

$565,87!l 
1.5% 

)capital expenditu re sn2.ooo I s100,ooo t h so,ooo I 
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Step Up For Students 

Operational Cash Flow 2021 Plan 


The financial planning process includes operational cashflow projections. Cash on 

hand is approximately 41 days of expenses at June 30, 2021. 

l No. of Days Operating Cash on Hand at June 30, 2021 

Operating Cash at July 1, 2020 $4,769,837 

Operating Revenue 

Tax Credit Allowance 26,426,808 
ESA Allowance 5,336,106 
FES Allowance 1,481,909 
Grants 765,853 
Other Income 1,623,493 
Net Cash Received From Revenue 35,634,169 

Operating E.1<penses 

Departmental Operating Expenses 34,189,259 
Capital Expenditure 700,000 

Net Cash For Operating Expenses 34,889,259 

Net Cash lnflow/(Outflow) 744,910 

Operat ing Cash At June 30, 2021 $5,514,747 

Page 13 



st•i:i Up For 5tudenu 

SCHOLARS.HIP CASH now 2021 A:t.n 

S<.~uhlp (.•t.h taowif. also pr°'Kltd dutlnc the p&annlrlg p10Get.t.. During the lOZO - 20ll sdloot ve•r. Step Up for StudenuWilll serve> approxln'lllt•tv 106.000 at.~•nh b•twttn the RC •nd Hop• progrtms Todf."ttrmlne lhf' amount o((O!al 
Kl'lolarshi.p p~vmont1'for tk• ytu. Step Up bal~r\te\ the de.sire- to m•xin'llle .M:holbnhlp P'ymenuwlth the uncertainty tssoaatf'd wtth estlmaUng tM actual numbec of $1\,ldtnts l~tw\11 takt •d-nrt1ae of thtir stho!~oh1ptw-.rds ind th• need 
to rt;)ervt enou1h fund$ to 1nikt \he foUOwill! vt&r"s rlrst stboll!lf1h1p Pllvment. As & safeiua1d to ensute suffiritnt sdlol•rship ~sti is ava~bta.Step Up f01 Students mt1lnta1ns a $40m1ll1on •Inc ofcredlt wtlkh can be ust'd to biiW!e uwlllP 

l>Nwee-n stl\obtship commltmenb.and •111Uable ti.incls. 

JV'-·20 A41R·20 5"1)·20 O<t•20 "...,. Oet.•20 Ja""Zl Ftb·21 M:ll(·21 Apr•21 Mav-21 J:i.M!l·.U 2011 TOQI 

-$-39.~ $%,759 h'il,08) $21,llS $85,107 $J.S1,2:9l $&7,757 $UO,Ul $1,164 $J'.S'J $j0,a:Ja 1•'7Opicnll'.IC (~ &C.ih (ciuM~nt\ $39,994.,....,,st.J9& S7,9S7 62,158 64,QSS 68,619 121,848 414,996 Sl.060 Sl,!KO 90,S1& 40,727Gros.1 Oofi4tiotls m.aas 
Adrnl11o1nr.athl• •1lowt.nce (~"91 (J,979) l2,tJ9) 12,mJ i2,,l9> {2.97') (2.979) i.t..t7t> (2,979) tl,979) 12!979) 12,$19) ()$,)'4') 

S6,"1t S4.97S S-9,11'9 61))76 6S,&40 UD.869 42J)l<l 42.011 ...... S0,901 87,!97 3'1,7•8fttt oonatliotls 717,115 
5'hokrstitp Pi~OU . !>..,..., . (18S,lo61 (181,S18) - (1-7&,670} . ('134,7••1 ... ... ... .., ... ,., .., ...P.tYl"l'lf:l\U Re<-ekllNJ ftamSdioals 6.US"' ill "' ''" (10,0CO)LfneotCred'ft l0.000 
8,alacic. at•ncfofmonth $98,7$9 $1$2,0t) $13,8&5 $U.30l SlS1,2'l $17.7S7 SllO.tll $1,164 Sl9.St1 $90,m $641 .Sl8..J41 Slt.741 

AdclltjQl)AI lnfor1nat1on· 
l SUFS miltnlito•ns a $40 milllCK\ lrne otcredit to cowr •nv shortf~lh. 

' 
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Step Up For Students 

The geographic region served and an analysis of the demand and unmet need for eligible students in 

that area 

Step Up For Students intends to continue serving Florida students statewide in any of the 67 counties in 

2020-21. Step Up operates statewide and has seen a growing demand for scholarships which has been 

evidenced by an increasing number of applications each year. 

In 2014-15, 120,215 students started applications, and Step Up was only able to award,75,859 students 

with Florida Tax Credit (FTC) scholarships before the application season closed due to overwhelming 

demand. This means that 37 percent of students who tried to apply were unable to be awarded with 

scholarships. 

In 2015-16, 125,115 students started applications, and Step Up was able to award 91,575 students with 

FTC scholarships before the application season closed. This resulted in a 10 percent decline from the 

previous year, where only 27 percent of students that started an application were not awarded a 

scholarship. 

In 2016-17, 166,189 students started applications, and Step Up was only able to award 122,013 students 

with FTC scholarships before the application season closed. This meant that 27 percent of students who 

tried to apply were unable to receive scholarships. 

In 2017-18, 179,388 students started applications, and Step Up was only able to award 121,949 students 

with FTC scholarships before the application season closed. Th is resulted in 32 percent of students who 

started an application and were not awarded with a scholarship. 

In 2018-19, there were 170,063 students who started applications, and Step Up was able to fund 99,727 
students with FTC scholarships. There was a wait list since 41 percent of students who started to apply 

were not able to be awarded with a scholarship. 

In 2019-20, Step Lip is seeing unprecedented demand again. We had a change in the scholarship 

applications; single application for both the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program and the Family 

Empowerment Scholarship Program (FES). As of 08/27/19, there were 194,075 students who started 

applications, and Step Up has been able to enroll 101,045 students in FTC and 8,586 in FES. 

This data continues to demonstrate the unmet needs of eligible students statewide who would like to 

participate in the tax credit scholarship program. 
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Step Up For Students IBoard of Directors I 
Organization Chart 

AtAugustl,2019, 268 
permanent staff worked for 
Step Up For Students. 

I 
Chief External Relations Officer 
Lesley Searcy 

Development 
Responsiblllties: 

Tax Credit fundraising 
Donor relationships 
Department of Revenue 
coordination 

I 
Chief Operating Officer 
Gina Lynch 

President 

Doug Tuthill 

Chief Financial Officer 
Joe pfountz 

I 
Chief Information Officer 
Jonathan Beckham 

...
A.~sponsibll1 t1es : 

OcveJopment of customited 
application, scholarship 
processing, and learning exchange 
software 
Data S<:curlty 

I 
VP of leadership Development 
Jill LaRose 

Philanthropic 

fundraising 


Polley and Public Affairs 
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Research & policy development 
Communications 
Legislative & regulatory issues 
Community relationships 

Other 
Responsibilities: 

IL Procram Management 
• AJabarna Prosr;arn Management 

Qp~ 
Responsibilities: 

Evaluation of applieatjons and 

scholarship awards 
FTC/Gardiner Scholarship 
Operations 
Customer service 
Process improvement 

Marketing 

Responsibilities: 
Scholarship promotion & outreach 

• Donor events 

• Public relations 

Office of Student Learning 
Responsibilities: 

Process development to 
assist school wlth 
collaboratlve partnerships 
aimed towards s.tudent 

success. 


Responslblllt1es-. 
Financial re-cord keeping, 

planning & strategy 
Oooation receipl & sthotar$hip 
payments 

Internal controls & ri.sk 

management 

Treasury and Risk 

Purchasing 

HR 
Professional Development 

Compliance 

....R¢soons1b1htles_ 
Development of 

organizational leadership 
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The Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program is offered for low-income Florida students in 
grades K-12. Applications are processed in the order they are received, including all supporting 
documentation. Scholarships are awarded with a priority given to renewal families followed by 
new families with the greatest financial need. 

Students who qualify receive financial assistance toward either private school tuition and fees or 
transportation to a public school that is not the public school the student is zoned to attend. 

Eligibility/Priority Criteria: 

Age Eligibility: 

Students entering Kindergarten must be 5 on or before Sept. 1. 

Students entering first grade must be 6 on or before Sept.1. 

Income Eligibility: 

• 	 If the student is on the direct certification list 

• 	 If the student's household income level does not exceed 260 percent of t he federal 
poverty level 

• 	 If the student or a member of the student's household receives SNAP, TANF or FDPIR 
• 	 If the student is currently placed or during the previous fiscal year was placed in foster 

care or out-of-home care 

Priority: 

Scholarships are awarded on a first-come, first-served basis with priority given to renewal 

families followed by new families with the greatest financial need. 


Priority is as follows: 


• 	 Renewal families 
• 	 New applicants with a household income that is at or under 185 percent of t he federal 

poverty level or who are in foster care or out-of-home care 
• 	 New applicants with a household income over 185 percent of the federal poverty level 

Methodology for Evaluating Income Eligibility: 

Direct Certification 
Direct certification is the process by which the SFO certifies children who are members of 
households receiving assistance under SNAP, based on information provided electronically by 
the State/ local agency administering those programs. 

Eligibility is extended to all children in a household if one member has been directly certified as 
eligible under the Assistance Programs. These children are also considered directly certified. 

Because of year-long duration of eligibility, households are not required to report changes in 
their categorical eligibility status. 
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• 	 The Step Up For Students online application. at the time the applicant completes the 
application, submits a bundle of data to the SNAP database housed at the Department 
of Education, and returns a YES or NO if a student on the application is found to be in 
the SNAP database. 

• 	 Applications that are directly certified as receiving SNAP do not require any additional 
income validating documentation. 

Receipt of SNAP~ TANF or FDPIR 

Demonstration of any member of the household receiving one of these benefit services from 
the State of Florida. 

Validat ing documentation is the most recent document from the SNAP, TANF or FDPIR agency 
showing the names of the household members, the address and the valid date of the benefit. 

Determination by income 

For the 2019-20 school year income eligibility was based on total gross household income, 
annualized by the frequency of receipt of the different sources of income. Income validation 
may include one or more of the documents listed as Income Validation Documents on the 
attached Acceptable Document Listing found at the end of this document. 

Questions regarding different sources of income are listed on the application, and validating 
documentation varies depending on the income source. Please see the attached Acceptable 
Document Listing. 

Members of t he family unit are identified on the application along with the type and amount of 
income fo r each member. 

Household income calculation are based on gross income. Gross income is defined as the full 
amount of pay before taxes or other deductions and Includes: 

• 	 Gross wages or salary 

• 	 Tips 
• 	 commissions 
• 	 Incentives, bonuses and/or overtime that is regular and recurring 
• 	 Holiday, vacation, PTO and/or sick pay 
• 	 Medica l, dental and/or vision benefits paid directly to the emP.loyee 

• 	 Per diem pay 
• Housing allowance 

If the total annualized income for all adult members of the economic unit are less than or equal 
to the approved income cap guidelines for a household of that size (see El igibili ty chart below), 
the family is considered to be income eligible. After being determined eligible, the student will 
be awarded a scholarship in the priority order outlined in statute. 
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Other sources of categorical income eligibility 

Foster or out-of-home care 
A student who is/was placed at any time in foster care or out-of-home care during the current 
OR previous state fiscal year may be eligible. 

A child in foster care is defined by the following: 

"Foster care" means care provided a child in a foster family or boarding home, group home, 
agency boarding home, child care institution, or any combination thereof, as defined bys. 
39.01(30). 

A child in out-of-home care placement is defined by the following: 

"Out-of-home" means a placement outside of the home of the parents or a parent, as defined 
bys. 39.01(55). 

"Out-of-Home Care" means the placement of a child in licensed and non-licensed settings, 
arranged and supervised by the department or contracted service provider, outside of the 
home of the parent, as defined by DCF Rule: 65C-30.001 Definitions. (18). 

These students may apply at any time during the school year and will receive a scholarship as 
long as funds are available. In order to apply after the regular application processing season 
closes applicants are directed to call our hotline at 877-735-7837 for assistance. 

Acceptable validating documentation for these students is: 

• 	 a copy of the official state placement papers 
• 	 a copy of the current Foster Care license 
• 	 a copy of the court documents demonstrating placement of the chi ld with a relative 

caregiver 

Additionally, children who are indicated as part of the Migrant Education Program (MEP), who 
are under the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act, who are identified as homeless and residing 
with another household are considered to be categorically income eligible . 
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Eligibility Chart: If the household income is at or below the following criteria, the student may 
be eligible for a scholarship: 

FTC Scholarship Income Guidelines 

2019-2020 School Year 


Household 
size 

Annual Maximum GrossIncome for a 100% 
Scholar$hip 

1 $ 32,474 
2 $ 43,966 
3 $ 55,458 
4 $ 66,950 
5 $ 78,442 
6 $ 89,934 
7 $ 101.426 
8 $ 112,918 
9 $ 124,410 

10 $ 135,902 
11 $ 147,394 
12 $ 158,886 
13 $ 170,378 

EaCl'I addi!ional member+ $11,492 
Studentsmw1 

• Gllidelines 
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Priority Chart: If the household income of a new student is more than the income criteria on 
the chart below (185%) the student, while eligible, wil l be placed on a waiting list until all 
renewal fami lies and new families whose income is below the amounts listed on this chart have 
received funding. 

FTC Scholarship Income Guidelines 

2019-2020 School Year 

Household Annual Maximum 

Gron Income for 
100% Scholarship 

(185%) 

slz• 

1 $ 23,107 
2 $ 31,284 
3 $ 39,461 
4 $ 47,638 
5 $ 55,815 
6 $ 63,992 
7 $ 72,169 
8 $ 80,346 
9 $ 88,523 
10 $ 96,700 
11 $ 104,877 
12 $ 113,054 
13 $ 121 ,231 

Each add[tfonal 
member +SS, 177 
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ACCEPTABLE DOCUMENT LISTING 


STUDENT EUGIBIUTY VALIDATION DOCUMENTS 
For Kindergarten: 

Birth Certificate or passport showing that the student was at least five years old by September 1st 


For 1st grade: . 

Birth Certificate or passport showing that the student was at least six years old by September 1'1 


HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION VAUDATION DOCUMENTS 
AGULT MEMBERS 

(Current showing the name andaddress ofthe adult) 
One of the following: 
Current SSI statement 
Current VA statement 

Current SNAP statement 
Current TANF 

Section 8/HUD lease 
Mortgage / deed / residential lease 
Pay.stubs with address 
Medical or health care benefit or reenrollment statement 

Current homeowner or renter's insurance 
Utility bill (water / electric; no more than 2 months old) 
Medicaid documents 

Health benefit statement 

MINORS (Current showrng name and address of mr110r) 

Current SSI statement 
Current SNAP statement 

Current TANF 
Medicaid statement 
Medical or health care benefit or reenrollment statement 
Public school transcripts or report card with child's name and address listed 

Official court custody documents showing child's name and custodial parent's name listed 

Florida KidCare 

Medical benefit statement 
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INCOME VAUDATION DOCUMENTS 

#1025-SEP /Separation 
#1055-CW I cash Wages 

Adoption Benefits Verification 
Cummt B1:1nk Statements 

Current Child Support Documentation (myfloridacounty.com print out) 

Current SNAP/TANF/Food and Distribution Program on Indian Reservation statement 
.

Personal Income Documentation for a Child in Foster care 
Housing / Clothing Allowance Verification 

IRS Form 1099 for SS! OR VA OR Pension ONLY 
LES (Leave & Earning Statement) 

Current Pay Stubs 
Current Profit and Loss Statement (Self-Employment ONLY) 

551 Dependent Statement 

SS! Statement 
SSI Supplement Statement 
Prior Year Tax Return (Self-Employment or appeal) 

Tax schedules (Self-Employment or appeal) 
Unemployment Statement or Paystubs 

VA Statement 
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Gardiner Scholarship 

The Gardiner Scholarship is available to students residing in Florida, ages 3 to 22 with the 
following diagnoses: 

• Anaphylaxis 
• Autism Spectrum Disorder 

• Cerebral palsy 
• Deaf 

• Down syndrome 
• Dual Sensory Impaired 

• High-Risk Child 
o This diagnosis is specifically Indicated for scholarship recipients 3-5 years old 

• Hospital or Homebound 
• Intellectual Disabil ity 
• Muscular Dystrophy 

• Phelan-McDermid syndrome 
• Prader-Willi syndrome 
• Rare Diseases 

o As defined by the National Organization for Rare Disorders (NORD) 

• Spina bifida 
• Traumatic Brain Injured 
• Visually Impaired 
• Williams syndrome 

Validation of the student's diagnosis is required and must come from a Florida physician or 
psychologist or a physician who holds an active license issued by another state or territory of 
the United States, the District of Columbia or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico OR by an IEP 
written in accordance with the ru les of the State Board of Education or with the ru les of 
another state. A current IEP is required to demonstrate a dual sensory impaired or a hospital or 
homebound diagnosis. 

Students must be at least 3 or 4 on or before Sept 1. Students entering kindergarten must be 5 
on or before Sept 1. Students entering first grade must be 6 on or before Sept 1. 

Students can participate in the Gardiner Scholarship program as part of home education. 
However, they cannot be enrolled in a public school or receive any other state-sponsored 
scholarship (McKay Scholarship or the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship). 

Policy exceptions follow Step Up For Student's documented exception process. 
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Hope Scholarship Program 

In 2018, the Florida Legislature created the Hope Scholarship Program to give public school 

children in Florida relief from bullying and violence. The Hope Scholarship Program gives 

parents the opportunity to transfer their child to another K-12 public school with available 

capacity within the school district, receive a scholarship to transport the student to a public 

school in another school distr ict, or to request a scholarship for the student to attend an 

eligible private school. 

Pursuant to s. 1002.40, F.S., a qualifying incident must have taken place at a public K-12 

educational institution, any school-related or school-sponsored program or activity, riding on 

the school bus or wait ing at the school bus stop. Qualifying incidents include battery; 

harassment; hazing; bullying; kidnapping; physica l attack; robbery; sexual offenses, harassment, 

assault or battery; threat or intimidation; or fighting at school as defined by the Florida 

Department of Education in accordance withs. 1006.09(6). 

Beginning in the 2018-19 school year, once a parent or child submits a report of an incident, the 

school principal, or his/her designee, w ill provide a copy of the report to the parent and 
investigate the incident. Once t he investigation is complete, or within 15 days after the incident 

was reported, whichever occurs first, the principal, or his/her designee, will notify the parent 

about the Hope Scholarship Program, and provide the Hope Scholarship Notification Form 
required for Step Up For Students to determine scholarship eligibility. 

Criteria used to evaluate eligibility for the Reading Scholarship Accounts: 

Step Up For Students will requi re an application to be submitted by a parent, along with a va lid 
Hope Notification Form (IEPC-HSl) that has been provided by a public school principal, or 

his/her designee, after a qualifying incident is reported. Step Up For Students will verify that 

the Hope Notification Form submitted is complete, and that one of the qualifying incident types 

has been identified on the form. 

Methodology used to evaluate eligibility for the Hope Scholarship: 

Parents must complete and submit the application directly to Step Up For Students via a link 

provided on the website at https://www.stepupforstudents.org/for-parents/hope/how-the­

scholarship-works/. 

Pursuant to Rule 6A-6.0951, F.A.C., the applicat ion submitted by the parent must include, at a 

minimum, the student's name, student's Florida Education Identifier (FLEID), date of birth, 

gender, race, current public school district, current public school attended, grade level, parent's 

name, telephone number, mailing address and emai l address. 

A completed Hope Not ification Form (IEPC-HSl) must be submitted with the application. 
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Step Up Fof Students will confirm that this information, and supporting documentation, has 

been submitted for each student, will process applications in the order they are feceived, and 

will award scholarships on a first-come, first-served basis, pending funding availability. 

Application Process Fees and Deadlines: 


There are no fees to apply, and there is no application deadline established at this time. 


Deadlines for Attendance Verification and Scholarship Payments: 


Attendance verification will take place quarterly prior to each scholarship payment. 
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Reading Scholarship Accounts 

The Reading Scholarship Accounts program, administered by Step Up For Students, was created 
to help public school students in third through fifth grade who struggle with reading. The 
program offers parents access to education savings accounts, worth $500 each, to pay fo r 
tuition and fees related to part-time tutoring, summer and after-school literacy programs, 
instructional materials and curriculum related to reading or literacy. 

· Criteria used to evaluate eligibility for the Reading Scholarship Accounts: 

Pursuant to s. 1002.411(2), F.S., contingent upon available funds, and on a f irst-come, first­
served basis, each student in grades 3 through S who is enrolled in a Florida public school is 

eligible for a reading scholarship account if the student scored below a Level 3 on the grade 3 or 

grade 4 statewide, standardized English Language Arts (ELA) assessment in the prior school 

year. 

El igible students who are classified as English Language Learners, and who are enrolled in a 

program or receiving services that are specifica lly designed to meet the instructional needs of 
English Language Learner students, will receive priority. 

Methodology used to evaluate eligibility for the Reading Scholarship Accounts: 

Students complete and submit an application directly to Step Up For Students on the website at 

Readingapp.sufs.org. 

Through the application, Step Up For Students collects the student name and demographic 
data, FLEID, grade level, and test score data required for the student to qualify under the 

eligibility criteria. 

As a part of the application process, student FLEIDs are sent to the Department of Education 

(DOE) via an automated data exchange to determine if the student FLEID provided on the 

application matches with the DOE's public school list of students in grade 3, 4, or 5 who scored 
a level 1 or 2 on the statewide ELA assessment in grades 3 or 4 in the prior year. The 

automated ping also determines whether or not a student FLEID matches with the DOE list of 

English Language Learners. 

All student FLEIDs that match are sent on a monthly basis to the DOE for a cross-check with 
other scholarship programs, and then funded on a first-come, first-served basis, with English 

Language Learners on each monthly file receiving priority for funding. 

Appl ication Process: 

There are no fees to apply. The application deadline is late spring unless available funding were 
to require an earl ier deadline. The online application will remain open until allocated state 

funds have been expended. 
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Deadlines for Attendance Verification and Scholarship Payments: 

Reading Scholarships are provided to public school students; therefore, the public-school 

district is responsible for handling t he attendance records of students. Scholarship payments 

are made by Step Up For Students on a quarterly basis as reimbursement for qualifying 

expenditures. 
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Step Up For Students 
The Application Process, Deadlines and Associated Fees 

Florida Tax. Credit Scholarship Program 

Families interested in receiving the Florida Tax Credit scholarship submit an online application 
in advance of the school year. Application start dates and deadlines are established each year. 

In keeping with the guiding statute, renewing families receive priority and awards are granted 
on a first-come, first-served basis. The appl ication process for renewing applicants begins prior 
to that for new families. Generally, renewing families can apply beginning in October and new 
families can apply beginning in January. Children in foster, out-of-home care and military 
families may apply at any time during the year. 

Following the submission of an onllne application, families may be required to submit 
supporting documentation to substantiate eligibility. Step Up For Students operates under the 
priority mandated in Florida statue 1002.395 using a rolling admissions-style process with 
deadlines established based on historical trends in application volumes and utilization rates, 
and also as funding becomes scarce. At the point where funding becomes scarce,.any qualified 
applicants will be placed on a wait list. Wait List students can become awarded if and when 
previously awarded students decline the scholarship and/or additional funding becomes 
available. If funcHng becomes available after the application period has closed, applicants may 
request an incomplete appl ication to be reopened for processing. 

Scholarship awards have an expiration date that is determined each year, and is indicated on 
the award letter. Students must be enrolled in an eligible, participating school by the expiration 
date, or request an extension indicating intent to enroll at a later date. Awards not utilized by 
the expiration date w ill be expired. If funding is still available after an award is expired, a family 
may request the award be reinstated with a new expiration timeframe. All requests for 
reinstatement or extension are subject to the availability of funding. There is no application or 
appeal fee. 

The Gardiner Scholarship 

Families interested in receiving the Gardiner Scholarship submit an online application once the 
season opens. Application start dates and deadlines are established each year, with renewals 
having priority, followed by students on the wait list from the prior year and new students. 

Applications are generally avai lable to renewing applicants In January and prior-year wait list 
and new applicants in March. Applications are processed on a first-come, first-served basis. 
The application period is closed as funding become scarce. 
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Following submission of an online application, new families are required to submit supporting 
documentation to substantiate eligibility, including the student's age, diagnosis and residency 
in the state of Florida. Once a student is found eligible, parents access the conditional eligibility 
letter within the parent login area of the SUFS website. The conditional eligibility letter 
describes the process that the Department of Education (DOE) uses to fund students. 

On a monthly basis, Step Up For Students provided The Department of Education with a list of 
conditionally eligible students. The Department of Education then cross-checks enrollment lists 
for the public-school system, the McKay scholarsnip, the Florida Tax Credit scholarship and VPK 
to ensure the student is not already being funded by one of these programs. Once the student 
passes the cross-check the Department of Education will send funds to Step Up For Students for 
those students that do not appear on any of the programs listed above. 

The scholarship award is based on a matrix established in the following way; 1) for renewal 
students the funding calculation remciins the same, and defaults to a matrix that assigns the 
student to a level three services, unless the student's parent has asked the school district for a 
revised matrix and it has been changed by the Florida Department of Education; 2) for new 
students that do not have a matrix level of services, funding defaults to 90% of the 253 level. If 
the student has a matrix level of services on file with the Florida Department of Education, due 
to public school enrollment, of 254 or 255, they will be funded at 90% of that matrix level, there 
are deadlines throughout the year which in turn impact funding amounts. 

Funding is prorated based on the date the student is found eligible by the Scholarship Funding 
Organization. The application must be received on or before August 1 and found eligible on or 
before September 1st for 100% scholarship. Application must be received on or before October 
1st and found el igible on or before November 1st in order to receive 75%. Application must be 
received on or before January 1st and found eligible on or before February 1st for 50%. 
Application must be received on or before March 1st and found eligible on or before April 1st 
for 25%. 

If funding is exhausted qualified applicants are placed on a wait list. Wait-listed students can 
become awarded if and when previously awarded students decline the scholarship and/or 
additional funding becomes available. Wait-listed students have priority over new students in 
the following season. 

There is no application fee for the Gardiner program. 

Pol icy exceptions must follow the documented exception process. 
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Reading Scholarship Accounts Program 

Pursuant to s. 1002.411(2), F.S., contingent upon available funds, and on a first-come, first­

served basis, each student in grades 3 through 5 who is enrolled in a Florida public school is 

eligible for a reading scholarship account if the student scored below a Level 3 on the grade 3 or 

grade 4 statewide, standardized English Language Arts (ELA) assessment in the prior school 

year. 

Eligible students who are classified as English Language Learners, and who are enrolled in a 

program or receiving services that are specifical ly designed to meet the instructional needs of 

English Language Learner students, wil l receive priority. 

Students complete and submit an application directly to Step Up For Students on the website at 

Readingapp.sufs.org. 

Through the application, Step Up For Students collects the student name and demographic 

data, FLEID, grade level, and test score data required for the student to qualify under the 

eligibility criteria. 

As a part of the application process, student FLEIDs are sent to the Department of Education 

(DOE) via an automated data exchange to determine if the student FLEID provided on the 

application matches with the DOE's public school list of students in grade 3, 4, or 5 who scored 

a level 1 or 2 on the statewide ELA assessment in grades 3 or 4 in the prior year. The 
automated ping also determines whether or not a student FLEID matches with the DOE list of 

English Language Learners. 

All student FLEIDs that match are sent on a monthly basis to the DOE for a cross-check with 

other scholarship programs, and then funded on a first-come, first-served basis, with English 

Language Learners on each monthly file receiving priority for funding. 

There are no fees to apply. The application deadline is late spring unless available funding were 

to require an earlier deadline. The on line application will remain open until allocated state 

funds have been expended. 

Reading Scholarships are provided to public school students; therefore, the public-school 

district is responsible for handling the attendance records of students. Scholarship payments 

are made by Step Up For Students on a quarterly basis as reimbursement for qualifying 

expenditures. 

Hope Scholarship 

Step Up For Students will requ ire an application to be submitted by a parent, along with a valid 

Hope Notification Form (IEPC-HSl) that has been provided by a public school principal, or 

his/her designee, after a qualifying incident is reported. Step Up For Students will verify that 

the Hope Notification Form submitted is complete, and that one of the qualifying incident types 

has been identified on the form. 
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Parents must complete and submit the application directly to Step Up For Students via a link 

provided on the website at https://www.stepupforstudents.org/for-parents/hope/how-the­

scholarship-works/. 

Pursuant to Rule GA-6.0951, F.A.C., the application submitted by the parent must include, at a 

minimum, the student's name, student's Florida Education Identifier (FLEID), date of birth, 

gender, race, current public school district, current public school attended, grade level, parent's 

name, telephone number, mailing address and email address. 

A completed Hope Notification Form (IEPC-HSl) must be submitted with the application. 

Step Up For Students will confirm that this information, and supporting documentation, has 

been submitted for each student, will process applications in the order they are received, and 
will award scholarships on a first-come, first-served basis, pending funding availability. 

There are no fees to apply, and there is no application deadline established atthis time. 
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Deadlines for Attendance Verification and Scholarship Payments 
For the FTC program, verification windows will occur a minimum of four times during the 2019­
20 school year. During these windows, participating schools with enrolled students submit an 
attendance verification report for all students. Upon the successful submission of said report, 
schools will be sent the scholarship payments for the verified students. The verification and 
check issuance dates are as follows. 

Policy exceptions must follow the documented exception process. 

2019-2020 Florida Tax Credit Payment Distribution Schedule 

Distribution I 

Verification Window Monday, August 19 ­
Friday, August 23 at S PM 

Check Processing August 26 - September 20 

Checks distributed via US Mail September 20, 2019 

Distribution II 

Verification Window Monday, October 28­

Friday, November 1 at S PM 

Check Processing November 4 - December 6 

Checks distributed via US Mail December 6, 2019 

Distribution Ill 

Verification Window Monday, January 13 ­

Friday, January 17 at S PM 

Check Processing January 20 ­ February 18 

Checks distributed via US Mail February 18, 2020 

Distribution IV 

Verification Window Thursday March 19 -
Friday, March 27 at 5 PM 

Check Processing March 31 ­ May 12 

Checks distributed via US Mail May 12, 2020 
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Step Up For Students 

ConOicts of Interest Policy 


Article I 
Purpose 
The purpose of the conflict of interest policy is to protect this tax-exempt organization's 
(Organization) interest when it is contemplating entering into a transaction or arrangement 
that might benefit the private interest of an officer or director of the Organization or might 
result in a possible excess benefit transaction. This policy is intended to supplement but not 
replace any applicable state and federal laws governing conflict of interest applicable to 
nonprofit and charitable organizations. 

Article II 
Definitions 
1. Interested Person 

Any director, principal officer, or member of a committee with governing board delegated 

powers. who has a direct or indirect financial interest, as defined below, is an interested 

person. 

2. Financial Interest 

A person has a financial interest if the person has, directly or indirectly, through business, 

investment, or family: 

a. An ownership or investment interest in any entity with which the Organization has a 

transaction or arrangement, 

b. A compensation arrangement with the Organization or with any entity or individual with 

which the Organization has a transaction or arrangement, or 

c. Apotential ownership or investment interest in, or compensation arrangement with, any 

entity or individual with which the Organization is negotiating a transaction or 

arrangement. 

Compensation includes direct and indirect remuneration as well as gifts or favors that are 

not insubstantial. 

A financial in te rest is not necessarily a conflict of interest. UnderArticle Ill, Section 2, a 

person who has a financial interest may have a conflict of interest only if the appropriate 

governing board or committee decides that a conflict of interest exists. 


Article lll 
Procedures 
1. Duty to Disclose 
ln connection with any actual or possible conflict of interest, an interested person must 
disclose the existence of the financial interest and be given the opportunity to disclose all 
material facts to the directors and members of committees with governing board delegated 
powers considering the proposed transaction or arrangement. 
2. Determining Whether a Conflict of Interest Exists 
After disclosure of the financial interest and all material facts, and after any discussion with 
the interested person, Ile/she s hall leave the governing board or committee meeting while 
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the determination of a conflict of interest is discussed and voted upon. The remaining 

board or committee members shall decide if a conflict of interest exists .. 

3. Procedures for Addressing the Conflict ofInterest 
a. An interested person may make a presentation at the governing board or committee 
meeting, but after the presentation, he/she shall leave the meeting during the discussion of, 
and the vote on, the transaction or arrangement involving the possible conflict of interest. 
b. The chairperson of the governing board or committee shall, if appropriate, appoint a 
disinterested person or committee to investigate alternatives to the proposed transaction 
or arrangement. 
c. After exercising due diligence, the governing board or committee shall determine 
whether the Organization can obtain with reasonable efforts a more advantageous 
transaction or arrangement from a person or entity that would not give rise to a conflict of 
interest. 
d. If a more advantageous transaction or arrangement is not reasonably possible under 
circumstances not producing a conflict of interest, the governing board or committee shall 
determine by a majority vote of the disinterested directors whether the transaction or 
arrangement is in the Organization's best interest. for its own benefit, and whether it is fair 
and reasonable. In conformity with the above determination it shall make its decision as to 
whether to enter into the transaction or arrangement. 
4. Violations of the Conflicts of Interest Policy 
a. If the governing board or committee has reasonable cause to believe a member has failed 
to disclose actual or possible conflicts of interest, it shall inform the member ofthe basis for 
such belief and afford the member an opportunity to explain the alleged failure to disclose. 
b. If, after hearing the member's response and after making further investigation as 
warranted by the circumstances, the governing board or committee determines the 
member has failed to disclose an actual or possible conflict of interest, it shall take 
appropriate disciplinary and corrective action. 

Article IV 
Records of Proceedings 
The minutes of the governing board and all committees with board delegated powers shall 
contain: 
a. The names of the persons who disclosed or otherwise were found to have a financial 
interest in connection with an actual or possible conflict of interest, the nature of the 
financial interest, any action taken to determine whether a conflict ofinterest was present, 
and the governing board's or committee's decision as to whether a conflict of interest in 
fact existed. 
b. The names of the persons who were present for discussions and votes relating to the 
transaction or arrangement, the content of the discussion. including any alte rnatives to the 
proposed transaction or arrangement, and a record of any votes taken in connection with 
the proceedings. 
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Ar ticle V 
Com pensation 
a. A voting member of the governing board who receives compensation, directly or 
indirectly, from the Organization for services is precluded from voting on matters 
pertaining to that member's compensation. 
b. A voting member ofany committee whose jurisdiction includes compensation matters 
and who receives compensation, directly or indirectly; from the Organization for services is 
precluded from voting on matters pertaining to that member's compensation. 
c. No voting member of the governing board or any committee whose jurisdiction includes 
compensation matte.rs and who receives compensation, directly or indirectly, from the 
Organization, either individually or collectively, is prohibited from providing information 
to any committee regarding compensation. 

Article VI 
Annual Statements 
Each director, principal officer and member of a committee with governing board 
delegated powers shall annually sign a statement which affirms such person: 
a. Has received a copy of the conflicts of interest policy, 
b. Has read and understands the policy, 
c. Has agreed to comply with the policy, and 
d. Understands the Organization is charitable and in order to maintain its federal tax 
exemption it must engage primarily in activities which accomplish one or more of its tax· 
exempt purposes. 

Article VII 
Pe riodic Reviews 
To ensure the Organization operates in a manner consistent with charitable purposes and 
does not engage in activities that could jeopardize its tax-exempt status. periodic reviews 
shall be conducted. The periodic reviews shall, at a minimum, include the following 
subjects: 
a. Whether compensation arrangements and benefits are reasonable, based on competent 
survey informat ion, and the result ofarm's length bargaining. 
b. Whether partnerships, joint ventures, and arrangements with management 
organizations conform to the Organization's w ritten policies, are properly recorded, reflect 
reasonable investment or payments for goods and services, fur ther charitable purposes 
and do not result in inurement, impermissible private benefit or in an excess benefit 
transaction. 

Article VIII 
Use of Outs ide Experts 
When conducting the periodic reviews as provided for in Article VII, the Organization may, 
but need not, use outside advisors. lf outside experts are used, their use shall not relieve 
the governing board of its respons ibility for ensuring periodic reviews are conducted. 
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Step Up For Students 

Employee Protection - Whistleblower 


Purpose 
Step Up For Students, lnc. ("Organization") requires directors, officers and employees to 
observe high standards of business and personal ethics in the conduct of their duties and 
responsibilities. As employees and representatives ofthe organization, we must practice 
honesty and integrity in fulfilling our responsibilities and comply with all applicable laws 
and regulations. 

Guidelines Reporting Responsibility 
It is the responsibility of all directors, officers and employees to report ethics violations or 
suspected violations in accordance with this Whistleblower Policy. 

No Retaliation 
No directo r, officer or employee who in good faith repo1ts an ethics violation shall suffer 
harassment, retaliation or adverse employment consequence. An employee who retaliates 
against someone who has reported a violation in good faith is subject to discipline up to 
and including termination of employment. This Whistleblower Policy is intended to 
encourage and enable employees and others to raise serious concerns within the 
organization prior to seeking resolution outside the organization. 

Repol'ting Violations 
The Organization has an open door policy and suggests that employees share their 
questions, concerns, suggestions or complaints with someone who can address them 
properly. In most cases, an employee's supervisor is in the best position to address an area 
of concern. However, ifyou are not comfortable speaking with your supervisor or you are 
not satisfied with your supervisor's response, you are encouraged to speak with anyone in 
management whom you are comfortable in approaching. Supervisors and managers are 
required to report suspected ethics violations to the organization's Compliance Officer, who 
has specific and exclusive responsibility to investigate all reported violations. When you are 
not satisfied or uncomfortable with following organ ization's open door policy, individuals 
may contact the organization's Compliance Officer directly. 

Compliance Officer 
The organization's Compliance Officer is responsible for investigating and resolving all 
reported complaints and allegations concerning violations and, at his/her discretion, shall 
advise the President and/or the Chairman. The Compliance Step Up For Students Employee 
Protection · Whistle blower Policy Officer has direct access to the board of directors and is 
required to report to the board at least annually on compliance activity. The Compliance 
Officer is the Chief Financial Officer. 

Acting in Good Faith 
Anyone filing a complaint concerning a violation or suspected violation must be acting in 
good faith and have reasonable grounds for believing the information disclosed indicates a 
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Step Up For Students 
Whistleblower- Employee Protection 
Page 2 

violation. Any allegations that prove not to be substantiated and which prove to have been 
made maliciously or knowingly to be false will be viewed as a serious disciplinary offense. 

Confidentiality 
Violations or suspected violations may be submitted on a confidential basis by the 
complainant or submitted anonymously. Reports of violations or suspected violations will e 
kept confidential to the extent possible, consistent with the need to conduct an adequate 
investigation. 

Handling of Reported Violations 
The Compliance Officer will notify the sender and acknowledge receipt of the reported 
violation or suspected violation within five business days. All reports will be promptly 
investigated and appropriate corrective action will be taken if warranted by the 
investigation. Employees using and having access to these corporate assets must take 
reasonable a nd p rudent steps to preserve the integrity of the systems, data and to protect 
the assets. These assets should be used primarily for purposes that benefit the 
Organization and that are directly applicable to an employee's job function and authority. 
Occasional personal use is acceptable provided such use does not interfere with company 
business or the performance ofyour duties and incurs little or no cost. All communications 
from the Organization or made and transmitted within the Organization shall be 
professional in nature as they represent the corporation, its employees, board ofdirectors, 
and others. 

Violation of policy or mi.suse of corporate assets is subject to disciplinary action up to and 
including termination. Failure to report known violations of policy in itself constitutes a 
violation ofpolicy and is therefore subject to disciplinary action. 
These policies are intended to augment existing State, Federal and copyright lawS,. Failure 
to comply with applicable State, Federal, or copyright laws is Step Up For Students 
Employee Protection · Whistleblower Policy considered a violation of policy and subject to 
disciplinary action up to and including termination. 

Authority and Interpretation 
The Organization has t he legal right to revise or eliminate this policy at any given time with or 
without notice. 
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State of F lorlda 

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING ORGANIZATION BOND 

Send No.2 IBSBHF7433 
(To beAssigned by Surety) 

Know All Men By These Presents, that we_~s:=1e"!p._l!':"p~Fo,.,r...,S,.,t,,_u11..,e.,..,,1"-"1n,,.c.,_ _ ____ _________ 
(Principal) 

locnted at 465fi :;?gll\jOO()( Rgad Suite 400 Jacksonvdla El 32251\ 
(Address of Principal) 

as Prlnc!pal and Hartford Fire losursnce Comrni!W , a corpora lion of ths State or Conne:cllcyt lawfully rloing business In 
(Surely Comp;ony) 

the State of Florida. as Surely, are held·and firmly boood unto an eligible nonprofit scholarship.-lundlng organrzaUon. 
pursuant to 1002.395 F.s For the use and bene1it of any stlKlent who wouJcl have llad scholarships fur.ded but for a 
dlversion or funds giving rise to Ille 0J1;1im agaJ~st tti~ bond in th.e sum of $25.COO.OOO.OQ for which sum well and truly to 
be pald to the eligible nonprof~ schotarshlp-funding organlzaUon, for !he use a 1d bem>fil ol any student who wotM have 
had schoJsrsh.p funded but for file diversion or funds giving rise to the dafm agalnsl lhe bond, said Pri~cipal and Surety 
bmd toomselv~s. their hairs, eltecu!ots. adminlslratort; successnrs, and 8$$1Qns joinllv and SElverallv. firmly by these 
1J1esents. 

Wheroas. the above bounded Principal. a "Scholarship F'unding Organ1zaUon.• de$ires to operate Its 019anlzatlon al the 
above stated location as authorized tly and ln conformity with the provisions ol the Floru:la Stetutes Md aH rules and 
regul<it1on~ J)fomulgaled by th& Deparlrnent of Educal)on lMrfJunder. and 

Whereas, said "Floncla l<.·20 Educlrtlon Code" requires the tiling ofa letter of credit or a surely bond '"the sum or 
m.1100.000.0Q (a::t determined by !he formula Jn secUon 1002.395, F.S ~ adjustable quarleriy to equal the aclJ.Jl!I amount 
or undlsbursed funos based upon submission oy the organi.za•ion ol a s1<1te~ from a certified public accountant 
verffyl~g !he amount ofundlsburseo funds) before e 'Certificate ofAulhonzalion' can be issued lo U1e orgariizat1on. 

Now. Therefore, The Condition OfThis OliligaUon Is tllat 1f the PrSnclpal or any of its officers. agents, o· empfayoes. shall 
well and truly pArfOIT11 its<lb6gations asset forth undet seciron 1002.395, F S .. tl11ln lhil' obligaUon shal oe null and YOid; 
otherwise It snail remain in run force and errcct. 

1 The aggregate liability or the Surety shall not exceed the penal sum or the bond, as required by section 1002.395, 
F.S., on ail breache$ of lile co~di!Jon ofIha bond by th& Principal and Its officers, agants, oremployees, notstlaU the 
sum ol lhe bond beconsidered cumulative f1om year lo year. Should Jhe Principal fa~ wit)l respect to any oflts statutory 
obllgatloiis unosr section 1002.395, F.S., as evldllnced by agency action taken by I.he Florida Department of Euucation. 
re.~olllig in 11 di~ersion, giving rise to the claim against the bond, of fl)nds that would have teen provrded as $Cholarshlp 
junds to student(s), then immediately upon oemand, the Surely Will be ol>ligated 10 pay such scholarship runds. 
hereuntler up to the amount al such bond to the eUy1ble h<lnprofft scholaist>ip funding organll:<llion. 

2 TM Surety shall have !he 119ht to cancal 11l1& bond at any lime by wrlUon notice. stallrv; when the cancellation shalt 
la~11 olfect and servetl by reg11;te1ed mail to the Office Jf Independent edocaUon and Paranial Choice al la11s1 thirty (30) 
days prior to the date tnat the cancenatioo becomes ettectl\IEJ, btot said Surety so filing ><1id notice shall not bedischa1ged 
rrom any liability already accr\/Cd or Incurred under this bond or which shall accrue or incur hG(E!Uoder oefole the 
11xpjraqon of Sl!ld thirty (30) dayperiod, whetherknown or unkriown al Ula ti"lll of explratlor> 

3. Wllhoul llmlling tho effect of any other proviSion herein which ls not In con01ct ttiArewith, thl$ bondislo bt: construed 
as a statutory oono under the provision or section 1002.395, F .S., the Florida K-20 Education Code. 

Signed and sealed this~ day of &!s!.!fil.20~ 

, I . (WitnessL r­
'/un..<t,,,Jf v_.s.4u-t!>-- ­""""--­
~)~ (J)

;w11 · S) 

Page39 

http:s!.!fil.20
http:m.1100.000.0Q
http:25.COO.OOO.OQ


I 
Direct Inquiries/Claims to: 

' 
THE HARTFORD 
BondT·4POWER OF ATTORNEY Ono Hartford Plaza 


Harttord, Connocllc"t 06155 

calt 888·266·3488 orfax: 860·757·5835) 


KNOW ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS THAT: Agency Code: 21- 220889 jD Hartford Fire Insurance Company, •corporation duly organized under tlte luws of tlte Slate ofConnecricut 


LJ Hartford Casualty Insurance Company, a corporation duly organized undcrlhc laws oftl1e Stale ofIndiana 


LJ Hartford Accident and Indemnity Company, 1COl)l-OrmiDD duly or~ized ondCl the Jaws oftlle State ofConne<:ticut 


CJ Hartford Underwriters lnsura.nce Company , a corporation duly organlr.ed Ulldcr the laws of the Srnte ofConnecticut 


CJ Twin City Fire Insurance Company, • corporation duly or8'1ni'l<d undor die laws ofll1e Stale of Indiana 


CJ Hartfof!l Insurance Company of llllnols, a c:<lfll0111tion duly organized under the laws of.the Slate arlllinois 


CJ Hartford Insurance Company of the Midwest, a corporation duly orgAnized under tho laws oflhe State oflodinna 


CJ Hartford Insurance Company of the Southeast, •corporation duly org•nizcd under the lows ofthe Slate of Florida 


having their home office In Hartford, Connecticut (hereinafter oollectively referred to as !he ' Companies") do hereby make, constllute and appoint. 
up to the amount of Unlimited : 
Ryan P. Rothrock, Tyler D. DeBord, Steve P. Farmer, Rebecca A. 
Robi nson, Pamela J. Thompson, M. Decker Youngman, III of DAYTONA 
BEACH, Florida 

their true and lawful AttorneY(s)-ir>-Fect, each In their separate capacity If more than 011e ts named above, to sign Its name as surcty(les) 011ly as delineated 
abo\le by '81. and to execute, seal and acknov.iedge any and al bonds, undertakings, contracts and other written instruments in the nature thereof, on behalf 
of the companies In their t>uslness of guaranteeing tile Adeflty of persons. guaranteeing the performance of contracts and executing or guaran!eelng ll<>nds 
and undMakings required or permitted In any actions or prooeedings allowed by law. 

In WltnoH Whorvof, and as autho~>.ed by a Resolution of the Board of Dlrectore of the Companies on August 1, 2009. the Companies have 
caused these presents to be signed by Its Vice Pre$ldent and its 00<p0<ale &ealo to be hereto afi >«Xi, duly attested by ll$ Assistant Secrelary. Further, 
pursuant to Resolufion of the Soard of Directors of !he Companies, !he Companies hereby unambiguously affirm lhal they are and will be bound by any 
mechanie~ty applJed signatures appfied to this Power or Attorney. 

V\leslsy W. CowlJn.g, A&slstanl Secretary M. Ross F1sher, Vice President 

STATE OFCONNECTICUT} 
SS. Hartford 

COUNlY OF HARTFORD 

On this 12th day of July, 2012, before me personally came M. Rosa Fisher. to me known, who being by me duly swom. did depose and say: that 
he resides rn tne County of Hartford, State of Connectfcul; that he Is the Vtee President of the Companies, the COIJ)Orations descrtbed In and which executed 
the above fnstrument; thal he know.i the seals of the sald corporations; th$t the seals affixed to the said Instrument are such ~orate seals; lhat they were 
so affixed by aulhorlty of the Boards of Dlreolors of said corporations and lhal he signed his name lhetelo by like authority. 

~ f~~M:~~ 
CERTIFICATE Howy Publi< 

MyCotn111ittfo11 ~ruJulyll, 2016 

I. the undetsigned, Vice President of the Companies, DO HERES'f CERTIF'f that the above and foregoing Is a true ano correct copy of the Power 
of Attomoy executed by said Companies, which ls stlll in full force errecrrve as or August l, 2015 

Signed and sealed at the Cily ofHartfor(I, 

ft;UJ~r---
Gary W, Stumper, V1Ce Ptesident 

POA 2012 
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Producer Compensation Notice 

You can review and obtain information on The Hartford's 
producer compensation practices at www.thehartford.com 

or at 1-800-592-5717. 

HR 00 H093 00 0207 © 2007, The Hartford Page 1 of 1 
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Verification Certificate THE.l 
HARTFORD 

This is to certify that Bond No. issued by the member company of The Hartford 

subscribing this certificate, dated August l , 201 9 

in theamountof Twenty- Fiv~ Mill ion Dollars 

$25,000,000.00 

on behalf of Step Up For Students , rnc. , as Principal, 

and in favor Of A Scholar.!':h.ip f\l.nding Orga..n.i:&at ion on behal t o! The St:at.e ct Florida , as Obligee, 

covers an indefinite term which began on August 1, 2019 , and ends with the cancellation of 

said bond; that said bond is now in fu ll force and effect and will continue in full force and effect until cancelled. 

ANNIVERSARY PREMIUM PERIOD: August l, 2019 - August l, 2020 

Signed, Sealed, and Dated May 26, 2019 

Attest or Witness Surety 
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Direct lnquirles!Cl11ims to: 
THE HARTFORD 


BOND, T-12 

One Hartford Ploza 
POWER OF ATTORNEY Hortford, Connecticut 06155 

Bond.Clalms@thehartford.com 
ctl/I: 888·266-3488 orfax: 860-757-5835 

Agency Name: BROWN & BROWN OE" !"LORIDA INCKNOW ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS THAT: Agency Code: 21 - 220889 

[Ll Hartford Fire Insurance Company, a corporation duly organized underthe laws ofthe State ofConncctict1t 

0 Hartford Casualty Insurance Company, e col'porati-On duJy organized u1ulcr ihe laws of rheStale or Indiana 

0 Hartford Accident and Indemnity Company, acoipornrion duly organized under the laws of the State ofCo1U1ccticut 

0 Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company. a corporution duly organized under the laws Qfthe State ofConnecticut 

0 Twin City Fire Insurance Company, a corpOn\lion duly organized under the law$of 1he State or lndiana 

0 Hartford Insurance Company of Illinois, a corporation duly organized under 1he law< of1he S1a1e of Illinois 

0 Hartford Insurance Company of the Midwest. a corporation duly organized wider 1he laws ofthe State of Indiana 

0 Hartford Insurance Company of the Southeast, a c-0rpon11ion du.ly organized under the laws oflhe State ofFlorida 

having lhelr home office in Harlford, Connecticut (hereinafter collectively referred to as the "Companies") do hereby make, constitute and appoint 
Joelle t. LaPier~e 
of Lake Mary, Plorid•, 
Its true and lawful AUorney-in-Fact, to sign Its name as surety(ies) only as dellneated above by • and to execute, seal and acknowledge the 
following bond, undertaking, contracl or written Instrument: 
Bond No. 21BS.BHF7<ll 

Naming Step Up For Students, Inc . as Pri ncipal, 

and A Scholarship Funding Orga~ization on behalt or The Stace ot Florid~ as Obligee, 

in the amounl of See Bond Form(s) on behalf of Company in lls business of guaranteeing the fidelity of persons, guaranteeing the performance of 
contracts and executing or guaranteeing bonds and undertakings required or permitted in any actions or proceedings allowed by law. 

In Witness Whereof. and as authorized by a Resolulion of lhe Board of Directors of the Companies on May 6, 2015 the Companies have 
caused these presents to be signed by its Senior Vice President and its corporate seals to be hereto affixed, duly attested by its Assistant 
Secretary. Furtller, pursuant to Resolution of lhe Board of Directors of lhe Companies, lhe Companies hereby unambiguously affirm that !hey are 
and will be bound by any mechanically applied signatures applied to this Power of Attorney. 

John Gray. Assistant Secretary M. Ross Fisher. Senior Vice Presiden1 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT} 
ss. Hartford 

COUNTY OF HARTFORD 
On this 5th day of January, 2018, before me personally came M. Ross Fisher, to me known, who being by me duly sworn, did depose and 

say: lhat he resides in the County of Harlford. State of Connecticut; lhat he is lhe Senior Vice President of the Companies, the corporations 
described in and which executed the above Instrument; that he knows the seals of lhe said corporations; that the seals affixed to the said 
instrument are such corporate seals; that they were so affixed by authorlly of lhe Boards of Directors of said corporations and that he signed his 
name !hereto by nke authority. 

rdt;. ....../ ni..t......""' 
Kaihfecn T. 1\iayiwd 

KowyPuf>Hc 
My Commission Expires July 31, 202 1

CERTIRCATE 

/~~ 
Kevin HSm-.~ssist~ 

Page 43 

mailto:Bond.Clalms@thehartford.com


l;autron: t-orms primed from w1th1n "uooe Acrooat prooucts may not meet 1 H~ or state taxing agency 
specifications. When using Acrobat 9.x products and later products, select "None' in the ' Page Scaling' 
selection box in the Adobe "Print• dialog. 

Page .... 

2017.04030 STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 7726658110291031 1 36733 7726658 



'""" 8879-EO 

Dcpa"lrMnt of !Pit Ti&aWy 
lnt«Y111f RIYCNIUll &nth» 

STE.P OP FOR STOD&.~ 

IRS e-file Signature Authorization 
for an Exempt Organization 

Fcr~11d11r~20t1. orflaGa1ros~nn1ng JUL 1 ,zo11,.:ioot'IOO'ino Jt1N 30 

... Do not send to the IRS. Keep for your rocords. 

... Go to www.frG.oov/Forrn8879EO for the latest Information. 

rnc. 

ON8 No. 154S-1978 

.2018 2017 
Employer ld•nllflcatton number 

59-3649371 

Nam• and title or off-cer 
J'O~ PPOUN'l'Z 

CPO 

IPart I I Type of Return and Return Information (Whole Dollars Only) 

Cnecl<tho box for the return tor which you are using this Form 8879·EOand enter Ille applicable amount. If ..lJ1\', l rom too retum. Ifyou checK1h" box 
oo I ne 1s, 28, Sa, 4a, or 5a, be!cw. aild the amount on that l!oo lor the retum being lrlcd with tills form was blank. tlien leave tine 1b, 2h, 3b, 4b, or 5b, 
wtilchever Is appllcablo, blMk (do not enter ·O·). Bu!, rt you entered -0- on the return, then en!Of -0· o n Hie appllcaolc line betow. Oo not complete mote 
I.hen I line in Part I. 

10 Form990checkh<lre .,.[ii] b Totslrevenue, if any(FDfm990.PartVlll, colurrn(A). line12l.. 1b 707 , 661.184. 
2a Form 990-EZ cNlck here II-D b Total revenue, If any {Form 990-EZ. line 9) •......••...... ..•.•..... 2b 
3a Form1120-POLcheekhere >- 0 b Totaltax (Form1120.POL.Qne22l ...•..•.................................... 3b---- --- ­

4a Form 99-0-PF check here .... D b Tax based on Investment income (form SilO-PF, Part VI, lino 5) ...•.•••• 4b - - -----

Sa Form8868checklwe 11>-D b BolanceDue (Form 88G8,line3c) •..•• ···-···························· .•.•......•••. 5b 
-------~-

IPart II 1 Declaration and Signature Authorization of Officer 
Under penalties olpet1ury, I declare 1/1at I om an officer ol the above Dfganiiation and that I have examined a copy of the organlzation"s 2017 
electronic return and accompanying schedules and statements and to tile best of my knowledge end belief. they are true, cosrect, and complete. I 
further ded:lre that the amoonr in Part I above ls tlm amount shown on the copy of 1he organt<a00n·s electronic return. I consent to allow rrr; 
Jntenoorllat& service pr0111der, transmtttec, or electronic return originator (ERO) to send the organk ation's return to the IRS and to r,,.;elve rromthe IRS 
{e) an acknov1ledg<>ment ol receipt or reason !or rejection of the transmissJon, {b) the reason for any delay in processing the retum or refund, and (c) 
the date or any refynd. 11 appScabl&, I authorlto the U.S. T1et1sury and as designated Fln•Mial Agent to intti:lle an electronic funds wahdrawa! (direct 
debit) entcy to l/ie nroncial rnstltutlon account lnolc.ated in the tax prnparetiOI. softwera !or p<>yment of th" crganiz.slion's fed<!faJ taxes owed on th:S 
return, and the financial lnstitut!on lo debit 111• entry to this ae<;;ount. To revoke a paymenl. I must contact the U.S. Treaswy F11ancial Agem al 
1·888-3534537 no tat.,. than 2 bus;n....s days prior to the payment (settlement) dote. I also a~<e the flnancial Institutions ;nvolved In the 
processing of the el~onlc paymentof taxes to recelvo contldentlal inlomiat1on necessary to answor inquiries and •9$olve issues related 10 the 
payment. I have selected a personal identification number (PIN) as my signature for the organization's electronic return and. if" applicable. me 
o<ganlzatlon's consent 10 ele<:tronlc fund;; wtthdrawol. 

Officer's PIN: check one box on!~ 

GJ I auU•orize RS.M us LI.P 	 to en!M my PINI 49371 
~--~------~~-~-~~~~~--~~---~~-ERO firm name 	 enter frve numbers, bul 

do not ent•r all zeros 

as my signature on the organization's tax year2017 eleclronicaOy f.led return. U I ha«l indicated witnln this return tllat a copy of the return 
is being filed with a state agency(les) regulatlng oh<11i:ies as part of the IRS Fed/State program, I also authorize the nforomentioned ERO to 
enter my PIN on the retum·s dlselosure consent screen. 

D 	As an officer of the organilation, I will r.ntermY PIN as "l'f slgnatur~ o~ the Or1J8nlzatk>n'$ tax year 2017 &l.:cu on;caly filed retum. If r h3vo 
Indicated wtth:n this return that• copy of the return is being flied with a state agency(les) regulalng cl>n!i!!es as part of the IRS f ed/State 
program. I will enter my PIN on the retum1s cf.sciosure consent screen. 

Officer's signature .... 	 Ooto ._ _ _.l_..0.._}""'"3_1.._}_.J_,.f______ 

ERO's EFIN/PIN. Enter yell" six·digft electronic f11J~9 identification 
number (EFIN) fol.ov..,,i by }our five-digit sed-se!acted PIN. 50888994016 

Do not enter all ?Oros 

I cortiff 1t\a! the above nlllT1£r:: entry Is myPIN, whict1 Is my ~fgr;;wro 011 the 2017 erecrron«:ally li'ed rmum to :h~ otganization llld:cnteo above. I 
e<lllfirm tl1Jt I am subrrltting th1' return in accort!l111ca with the n;oi..roroonts of Pub. 4163, IV'odemized e-F'.lc (MeF) klfC<mdtion IDf Authotii.ed IRS 
e-fUe Providers !or Bw.inoss Returns. 

ERO"s signature II-	 Datt~ 

ERO Must Retain This Form - s~ lns!ructlons 

Do Not Submit This Form to the IRS Unless Requested To Do So 


L.HA For Papc<Work Reduction Act Notlco, sc& Instructions. 	 Form 8879-EO (2017) 
7230e1 10.11~11 
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STEP OP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 

4655 SALI SBURY ROAD, NO . 400 


JACKSONVILLE , FL 32256 


DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
I NTERNAL REVENUE SERV1CR CENTER 

OGDEN, OT 8 4201-0027 
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** PUBLIC DISCLOSURE COPY ** 


Foon990 Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax 
Undersection 501(c}, l!IZ7, or 4947(•}(1) of th• Internal Revenue CQde (e;ccept p<lvate foundation•) 

Depari!lemot u. T•e1Nurv ..._ Do not e.ntft" soclal security nt.m'lb&rs on this form as it may be made pubUe. 
1mernllRe-.'!fUtS«vlc8 ~ Go to www.lrs. ov/Form990 tor in&1ructlons and the latest information. 
A For the 2017 calendar yaar, or' tax year beginning JUt. 1 20 11 aind en<fing JIDJ 30 2018 

B~11 c Name of or9an1zation 
il,OplicalllO: 

o=· S'l'EP OP POR STUOZN'l'S, r!\-C. 

0"""' D<>Jnobuslnoss as PLOUDA PAR.BNT NRTWORJC

"'"'"' D "'• Number and street (or P.O. box Kmail Is not dei•nred to streel address)·­0"'"" 46SS SALISBURY ROAD""'"" "'"""' Clty er town, $lateor provlllCe, country, and ZIP or foreign postal code -D=°"' J.ACKSONVl·WLe, l'L 32256 
~.... F Name end address or p~nc<Jl"I offlcer..'l'OR PPOU!l1'Z-0 SA.llE <\S C ABOVE 

0 Employer identification numbM 

59 - 3649311 

~Room/SuiUI £ Telephone number 
00 904 - 352-2246 

a•--• 707,661,184 

H(a} I§ this a group retum 

i forsuborcflnates? , ..... O ves !TINo 
H(bJ ........,...............,..,oves D No 

I Tax-exemet status: lLJ 501(c)(3) ~ J 501!C){ ).... (Insert no.) ' I 4947(a)~ 1) or !_ 5Zl If "No.• attach a list (see Instructions) 

J Website:~ WWW. STBPUPPORS'Tt1DB.NTS ,ORG 

K Formol orgaob:aton: I x Corporation Trust Assoc~ ' Other.. 
H(c) Grou1> exem~n number ... 

I L Year ~fklrm.itioo: 2000 M Slall! oflc~I domicile: PL 
I Part 11 :summary 

1 Briefly describe the 01'98nizntion's mission or most significant actMlies: S'l'SP UP FOR 8'l"t1D5:N'l'S ENPOWE&S.. 
c:0 PA..f{SN'l'S TO PUR.SUK AND JlNOAGB IN 'l'HB HOST APPROPRIATE LBAJW'l'.NC ,...l! 2 Checi< this box _. if the orgru>ization discontinued its op,.,.,,tfons or disposed ofmore than 25% of 11$ net assel<I. 

I Part II I <>lgnature ti1ock 
llllder penaltles of pet~ry, I declare that I have examlrwd this return. Including accomj)Sflylog sch•dules and statements, and lo theoosi o1 my knowledge and belief, tt is 

w e, co<Tet~ and complew. Oedar.ltion ofpre ar (olllec lllan offlce1) is basod on all information ofwhicb prepatet has any kncw~dg&. 

l5 
> 3 Number ofvoting members of the gove<nlng body (Part VI, line 1Q) 3 80 ··································· -······················· " 4 NUf?lber ot independent voting rnembel$ of lhe governing body {Part VI, fine 1b) ........ .............................. 4 8.. -.. 5 Total numberof indlviduala employed in oalondar year .2017 (Part V, lino 2a) 5 232.. ...................~...... .................... 
~ 8 Total rurnber of votunteere (estimate tt nccessaty) ..................................................... ................................ B 1067 
':1 

7a Total unrelated busi'less tevenue from Part VIII, column (CJ, line 12 7• 0,0 ......... .......... ................ .. .. ...................,<( 
b Net unrelated business taxable income from Form 990·T, lln<> 34 ....... ....... ............................······ ............. 7b o. 

Ptior Y• • Ct.rrent Year 

" 8 Contributions and grants {Part VIII, Jfle1h} ...................................... ........................~ 533,24 5,078 . 705,681,555, 

" Ptogram servic6 reV8nue \Part VIJ!, line 2g) o. 976,220." 9 ...... ........................................-............ 
~ 10 Investment fflCOme (Part VIII, column (A), I nes 3, 4 , and 7d) ..................................... .. 388,179. 999,419 .
a: 

11 Other revenue (Part VIII, column (A), tlnes 5, Gd, Sc. 9c, 10c. and 11e) 339. 3.m:·•······················· 
12 Total revenue· add Jines 8 th10u"'111 lmust eou•IPart VIII, column IAJ. tine 12\ ......... 533,633,596, 707 , H l ,184. 

13 Giants and similar amounts paid (Part IX. column (A), lines 1-a) .......................... ..... 548,456,006 . 650,9?9,063. 

14 Benefit• paid to or for members (Part IX, column (A), line 4) . .......................... .. ....... o. 0 .. 15 Saiarl8!, Olher compensation, employoe benelits (Patt IX, column (A), lines 5-10) ......... H,110,118. 15,927, 052 . 

~ 18a Profassl""'11 fundraltring fees (Part tX, co!Umn (A), lloe 110) ........... ............................. 0. o. 
b Tot31 fundtal&ing expenses (Pi!rt IX, column (O), lne 25) ... 2,449 , 330, -

~ w 17 Other expenses (Part IX. column (A), I nes 11a-l1d, 111·248) ...................................... 5 , 466,829. '1 ,697,802. 

18 Total expenses. Add lines 13·17 (musl equal Pw1 IX, cofurm (A), line 25) ......... ............ 568 . 032.953. 674 ,.603,917 . 

19 Revenue Jess expenses. Subtract line 18fromline 12 ................. ··-·····" ·······-········ - 34 ,399.357. 33. 057 . 26 7. 

D 
-- Beginning of Current Year En<fof Ye..-

20 Total assets (Part X, Une 16) .............................................. ....................................... 518 , 5,2,306 . 589 , 394,333. 

2 1 Total Jlabi5tles (Part X. fine 26) ............................................................... .................. 37 '945' 946 . 75,690,706. 

~ 22 J>let assets or fund balances. Subtract line 21 from fine 20 ..... _... _............. ............ ... 480,646 , 360. 513,703,627. 

~~~~~~~~~~-
Sign 

.... J02 PP'OUNTZ I CPOHere 
,.. lypeorprmfnam3andLtte 

P1lnVfype pleparer's name •Preparers •ignabJre ~f~ IJa<• , _ I I 'I\ 
Paid Hl!!RESA A, B11RDINE, CPA 10/31/2016 l ~...11<)11! ' ~ 0036209 
Preparer RSM US LU !Flrm'sEIN 42 -0714325 

Use Only firm'saddress .. 7351 OFt'ICE PAR!( PL 

>O!LBOORN£, PL 32940 Phone no.321-751- 6200 

May ttie tRS discuss thls rotum with the preQQrer shewn above? \See instructions) L Yes No 
132.001 t 1-a-11 LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate Instructions.. Form 990 (2017) 

SEE SCHEDULE 0 POR ORGAlUZATlON Jj:lSSION S'l'ATEMl!llT CONTWUATION 
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Form 990 2017 STEP UP POR STUDENTS. INC. 	 59 -3649371 Pa e2 
tatement of Program Service Accomplishments 


Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any !Nie in this Part Ill ............................................... ......................... ....... . . 


Brielly descril>e the organization·s mission: 

STEP UP POR STUDENTS EMPOWERS PARENTS TO PORSOE J>.NO ENGAGE IN THE MOST 


APPROPRIATE LEARNI NG OPTIONS FOR TRSIR CHILDREN , WITH AN B.><PHASIS· ON 

Fl\M.tl.IES WHO LACI< THE FINANCil\l. RESOORCES TO ACCESS THES.E OPTIONS , BY 

PURSUING THIS MISSION, WB HELP PUBLIC EDUCATION POLPI LL THE PROMISE OP 

2 	 Did th• organization undertake any slgnttlcant pr09ram services during !he year which were not listed on the 

prior Fann 990 or 990-EZ? .... .. ..................... ..................................... ....................................................................... ...... W ves D No 
If •ves,• describe these new setvices on Schedule 0 . 

3 	 Did the Ofganization cease cooducling, or make significant changes in how it conducts, any pr09ram seivices?...... ............ D Yes [L] No 


tf "Yes," describe these changes on Schedule 0 . 

4 	 OesCfibe the organization's program service accomplishments for each of~s three largest program serviees, as measured byexpenses. 

Section 501(c)(3) and 501 (c)(4) organizations are required to report the amount of grants and allocations to others, the total e<penses, and 

revenue. if any. for each program service reported. 
4a (Coa•: )(Elof91t1• K$ 648,098,857. ll'lct.ldli\gvan.,. ofS 6H, S9l , H9 . ) (R-•--------­

FLORIDA TAX CREDI T SCHOLARSHI P PROGRllM ' 

THIS PAST SCHOOL YEAR, 106 , 548 UNDERPRIVILEGED STUDENTS ATTENDED 1 ,818 
PRIVATE SCROOLS ON A STEP OP FOR STUDENTS SCHOLARSHIP. THE SCHOLARSHIP 
PROCRAM WAS CREATED TO HELP ALLEVIATE TIU! ENOIU!OU$ EDUCATIONAL 

CHALLENGES PACED BY CHILDREN WMO LIV& IN POVERTY . THE SCHOLARSHIP GIVES 
PARENTS WITH LIMITED FINANCIAL MEANS THE FREEDOM TO CHOOSS THE SCJlOOL 

THAT BEST Ml::ETS THEIR CHILDREN'S LEARNING NEEDS PROH KINDERGARTEN 
THROUGH 12TH GRADE. IT IS THE Ll\RGEST SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM OF TRIS 

NATllRE IN THE UNITED STATES . 

eoR THE 2018- 19 SCHOOL YEAR, APPROVED STUDENTS COULD CHOOSE BETWEEN 
SCHOLARSHIPS WORTH DP TO $7,111 FOR PRIVATE SCHOOL TUITION AND FEES OR 

4b 	 (Codft ){b.p.nse•S 9,926,40~. i'l<~din; wanaots 9,387,814.) (R....Mll•S __________ 
ALABAMA OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM, 
THE ALABAMA OPPORTIJNITY SCHOLARSHIP PllNl) (ALOSP ) IS A SCHOLl\RSBIP 

Gil.ANTING ORGANIZATION PORMEO TO IMPLEMENT THE ALABAMA ACOIJNTJ\BILITY 
ACT. ALOSJ:' AWAR.OS SCHOLARSHIPS TO ELIGIBLE LOW-INCOME STUDENTS WITH 
PRIORITY GIVEN TO CHILDREN WHO ARB ZOMBO TO ATTEND A PAILI NG PUl!LIC 

SCYOOL, THB SCHOLARSHIPS PAY FOR PRIVATE SCHOOL TUITION OR TRANSPSR 

FESS TO A NON- FAILING PUBLIC SCHOOL. THE FIRST SCHOLARSHIPS WllRE 

GRANTED FOR THE SEMESTER STARTINO JANUARY 20l t . l\LOSF lll\S AWARJ)BO 
NEARLY 9,300 SCHOLAR$HI PS 01/l!R 4 YEARS REPRESENTING 45 OP THB 67 
COUNTIES IN ALABAM1\. THE SCHOLARSHIPS ARE FUNDED BY DONATI ONS OF 

INCOME TM LI).BILin PROM INDIVIDUALS ANO CORPORATIONS WHO RECEIVE AN 

1\1.ABAMJ\ STATE INCOME TAX ClUlOIT. 

4c {coo.: ) (E"PI"•.. s ______J_._s_6_s#._s_1_s_. hcllJdln; oantt. or,---------- ) (Rt\let1u11: s __________ 
RBSEARCB ON STUDENT OU'l'COME' 
EACH TAX CREDI T SCHOLARSHI P IS INTENOBD TO PROVIDE A LOW- INCOME OR 
WORKING -CLASS STUDENT IN FLORIDA WITH A VIABLE LEARN I NG OPTION THAT CAN 

MAKE A OIPPERENCE IN RIS OR HER EDUCATIONAL LIPE. TOWARD THAT 

OBJECTtvS , STEP UP IS BDILDINQ TOOLS TO ASSESS ACADEMIC PROGRESS IN A 
ROBUST WAY . Till! STATE ALREAD~ COL!.BCTS STANDARDUED TEST SCORES EVERY 

YEAR FOR ALL STUDEN'l'S IN GRADES 3-10 AND IN I TS MOST RECENT REPORT 
DETERMINED THl\T SCROLARSl!IP STUDENTS ACHIEVED THE SAME ACADEMIC GAINS 

IN READING AND MATH AS STIJJ)ENTS OP ALL INCOME LEVELS NATI ONALLY. S'l'EP 
UP IS GOING PDRTHBR. IT HAS COMPLETED A DATA WAREHOUSE THAT POLLS 

TOGETHER STUDENT ACADEMIC .ANO DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ACROSS 16 YEARS. 
PORTH~R, STEP Ill' HAS I NVITED RESEARC8 ORGANIZATI ONS TO HI NE STl'.IOEN'I' 

4d Other program services (Describe in Schedule 0.) 
(El!Ptt1••• s 6 , 6 ~ 4 , 817 . lnokldino 1)<111ntsOf S 980 , 210.) 

4e Totalprogramserviceexpenses ,.. 668,235,653. 

Form 990 (2017) 
SEE SCHEDULE 0 POR CONTINUATION(S) 
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Form 990 120171 STSP OP POR STUDENTS. INC . 	 59- 3649371 PaQe3 
I Pa.rt IV I Checklist of Required Schedules 

1 Is the organization descn'bed in section 501 (c)(3) or 4947(a)(1) (other than a private foundation)? 

If ' Yes, • complete Schedule A .. , .... ................................. ...... ............ ........................ , . , ............................................... ........ . 
2 ls lhe organization required to complete Scheoule B, Scher1Vle ofComributo1$/ ................ ............ .................... ................. . 
3 Did the organization engage in direct or Indirect poll1ical campaign acti\llties oo be!lalf ofor in opposition to candidates tor 

publicoffice? If ' Yes,• complete Schedule C, Part I ...... ............................ ......................................................................... . 
4 Section 501(c)(3) organizations. Did theorganization engage in lobbying activities, or have a section 501(1>) electioo in effect 

during tho tax year? If ' Yes,• complete Schedule C. Part JI .......................................................................... ........................ . 
5 Is the organlz.atlon a section 501 {c)(4), 501(c)(S), or 501 (c)(6) organization that receives membership dues, assessments, or 

similar amounts as defined ln Revenue Procedure 98-19? I/ 'Yes,' complete Schedule C, Part Ill ............ ............................. . 
6 Did lhe organization maintain any donor advised funds orany similar tunds or accounts ror which donors have the right to 

vruvk.tt! ::i<Jvk;~ on th~ dlsl1ilJuliun u1 i11v~~hntn1l or cu11~unt:. ir 1 ~UL:h fu11Us or a<.:cuut1ts7 /f "~'es. • complete SGh~uftt D, Patt I 

7 Did the organiZation receive orhOld a conservation easement, including easements to preserve open space, 

the environment, historic land areas, or historic structures? If ' Yes,• complete Schedule D, Part// ......................................... . 
8 Did the organiZation maintain collections of works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets? If ' Yes, • complete 

Schedule D, Perl Ill ......................... .......................................................... ........................................................ ..... , .......... . 
9 	 Did the organization report an amount In Part X, tine 21, for escro•.v or custodial account liab ility1 serve as a custodian for 

amounts not fisted in Part X; or provide cred~ counseling. debt management, cred~ repair, or debt negotiation services? 

If ' Yes, • complete Schedule D, Part IV .... .............. ..... .. ....... .. ....... ............ .. .............. .. ............. ....... ... ... ...... ......... ........ . .... . 

10 Did the organization. dlrecUy or through a related 0<ganization, hold assets in temporarily restricted endowments, permanent 

endowments, or quask>ndowments? II 'Yes, ' complete Schedule D, Parl V ...................................................................... .. 
11 If the organrzation's answer to any of the foJfo\ving questions is ' Yes,• then complete SChedule D, Parts VI, VII, VIII, IX, or X. 

as applicable, 

a Did tlleorganization report an amount for land, buildings, and equipment in Part X, line 10? /I ' Yes,• complete Schedule D, 

Part VI ............................. .................................................................................................................................... ............ . 
b Did the organization report an amount for investments · other securities in ?art X. line 12 that i.s 5% or more of Its total 

assets reported in Part X.. line 16? If ' Yes,· complete Schedule D, Part VII ................ ................................................. ......... . 
c Did t~e organizat.ion report an amount for Investments · program related in Part X, line 13 that is 5% ormo1e of Its total 

assets reported in Part X. line 16? If "Yes, • complete Schedule D, Part VIII .................. .... ...... . ......... .. ............ ..................... . . 

d Did the organization report an amount for other assets in Part X, line 15 that is 5% ormore ol Its total assets reported In 

Part X, line 16? If ' Yes,• complete Schedule D, Part IX ....................... .................. ........... ...................... ..... ........ .................. 
e Did the organizat.ion report an amount for other liab~ities in Part X. line 25? II ·Yes, ' complete Schedule D, Part X ........... ...... . 
f Did the organization's sepan1te or consolidated f11ancial statements for the tax year include a footnote that addresses 

the organization's liability for uncertain tax positions under AN 48 (ASC 740)? If ' Yes,• complete Schedule D, PIJ!f X ........... . 

12a Did the o rganization obtain separate, independent audited !Wlancial statements for the tax year? II 'Yes,• complete 
Schedule D, Parts XJ 1111d XJI 

b Was lhe organization included in consolidated, Independent audited financial statements tor the tax year? 
If •res, • and if the organization answered •No • to line 12a. then completing Schedule D, Parls XI and XII is optional ......••.. ... .. 


13 Is the organization a sciiool described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(i~? If "Yes,· complete Schedule E ........................................ . 


14a Did the organization maintain an office. employees, or agents outside of the United States? ............................ .................. .. 


b Did the organization have aggregate revenues or expenses of more than $10,000 from grantmaking, tundralsing, business. 

investment, and program service actillities outside the United States, or aggregate foreign investments valued at $100,000 

or mo•e? If "Yes, · complete ScheduleF, Parts I and IV.......... ... ................................... ....... - ................................... ..... ..... .. 
15 Did the organiza1lon report on Part IX, column (Ill, line 3, more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for any 

foreign organization? I/ ' Yes,• complete Schedule F, Pans I/ •nd IV .......•. .., ....................................... ......................... .. 
16 Did the organization report on Part IX. column (Ill. line 3. more than $5.000 o l aggregate grants or otherassistance to 

or tor foreign individuals? II "Yes. • complete Schedule F, Parts Ill sndIV .......... ...... .............. ........................ ....................... 

17 Did the organization report a total ormore than $15,000ofexpenses for professional fund raising services on Part IX.. 

column (A), Imes 6 and 11 e? II ' Yes,• complete Seh&dule G, Part I ..................................... ................................ ............. .... . 
18 Did the organlt atfon report more than $15,000 total of fundraismg event gross income and contributions on Part V111, lines 

1c and Ba? /I ' Yes. • complete Schedule G, Parl II ............................................................................................................. .. 
19 Di<l 1he organization report more than $15,000 of gross income from gaming activities on Part VIII, line 9a7 /f ' Yes, • 

COmD/ete Schedule G, Part Ill ..•. .. . .. .... .•.•. . . •. . . . . . .. .. .. .. .... ................. . •·•·· ........ ......... .............. .... .. ...... . 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

& 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11a 

11b 

11c 

11d 

11e 

111 

12a 

12b 

13 

14a 

14b 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

Yes 

x 

x 

No 

x 

x 
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Form 990 120171 STEP UP POR STUDENTS. INC. 59-3649371 Paae 4 

I Part IV I Checklist of Required Schedules (contU.ued) 


Yes No 

20• Did the organization operate one ormorehospital facilities" If ' Yes,' complete Schedule H ....................... .. .... .. .... .......... .. x
20a 
b Jf 'Yes• to line 20a, did the organization attach a copy of its audited financiaJstatemeots to this return? ............................. . 
 20b 

21 	 Did the oiganizatlon report more than$5,000 of grants or other assistance to any domestic organization or 

domestic government on Part tX, column (Al, line 1? If "Yes,' complete Schedule I, Parts Iand II ................. ................. ..... .. 
 x
21 


22 	 Did !he organization report more than $5,0-00 ot grants or other assistance to Cl' for domestic individuals on 


Part IX, column (A), line 2? I f ' Yes, ' complete Schedule I, Parts / and Ill ........................................................................ .... .. 
 22 	 x 

23 	 Did the organization answer •ves" to Part VII, Section A fine 3, 4, or 5 aboot compensation of the organization's current 

and former officers, directors, trustees, ~ey employees, and highest compensated employees? If "Yes.· complete 

SchedvleJ ... .......... ............ ............................................... ................................................................ ............................... . 
 23 x 

24a Did the organization have a tax-exempt bond issue with an outstanding principal amount ofmore than $100,000 as of the 


last.day of the year, that was issued after December 31, 2002? If "Yes,'answer 11,;es 24b through 24d and complete 


SChedule K. II 'No', go to line 25a .......... .............................................................................. ...... .......................... .......... .. 
 24a x 

b Did tho organization invest any proceeds of tax-exempt bonds beyond a temporaiy period exception? .......................... ....... 1-::2.;.;4b::..i._ _,__ 
c Did the organization maintain an escrow accoont other than a refunding escrow at any time during the year to defease 

any tax-exempt bonds? . .......... ..... ............... ......... ... .... .. .............. ............ .. .................... .... ........ .. ................. .... .. .... . ........... ~24c=l--1--
d Did the organization act as an ' on behalfof' issuer for bonds outstanding at any lime during the yur? ........................ ........ 1-24=d=4---+--­

2Sa Section 501(c){3), 501(cX4), and 501(c)(29) organizations. Did the organization engage in an excess benefit 

transaction with a disqualifi<XI person during the year? If 'Yes,· complete Schedule L, Part I ................... .... ......................... 25a X 

b Is the organization aware that it engaged inan excess benefit transaction with a disqua6fied pe<son in a prior year, and 

that lhe Jransaction has not been reported on any of the organization's prior Forms 990 or 990-EZ? If ·Yes,' complete 

Schedule L, Part I ...... . .. . ... .... • .... ... . ... ..... ..... . . ... ... .. .. . .. . . .. . .. . ..... ... ... .... ... ... . . .. ..... ........ ...... . . ................... .... .............. ......... .. 
 25b X 

26 Did tile organization report any amount on Part X. line 5, 6, or 22 tor receivables from orpayables to any current or 


former office:rs, directors, trustces1 key employees, highest compensated employees, or disqualified persons? If ~Yes,· 

complete Schedule L, Part JI . . .. . .. .. .... ... . . ..... ... .... .. .. ...... ..... .. ...... . .. .. ... ........ ... . ......... .. .... .... .......... ....... ... ... ... . . . ... ... ... ... .. .. .... 
 26 
 x 

'l.1 	 Old the organization ptoifide a g<ant or other assistance to an officer, director. trustee, key employee. substantial 

contributor or employee thereof, a grant select.ion committee member, or to a 35% controlled entity or famfly member 

of any of these persons? If ' Yes, ' complete Schedule L, Part/JI .......................................................................................... 
 27 
 l 


2S Was the organization a party to a business transaction wtth one of the following partios (sea Schedule L, Part IV 


lnstl\lctions for applicable filing thresholds, condttions, and exceptions): 


a A current or former officer, d irector, trustee, or key employee? If ' Yes,' complete Schedule L, Part JV .................. ............... 
 28a x 

b A family member of a current or former officer, director, trustee, or l<ey employee? If ' Yos.' complete Schedule L. Part JV ...... 28b x 

c AA entiry of which a current or former offteer, director, trustee, or key employee (or a famly member thereof) \YBS an officer, 

d irector, 11ustee, or direct or indireel owner? If ' Yes,' complete Schedule L, Psrt IV.... ........................................................... 
2Sc x 

29 Did the organization receive more than $25,000 in non-cash contributions? If 'Yes, • complete Schedule M ....................... .... 
 29 
 x 

30 Did the organization re<:eive contributions of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets, or qualnied conservation 


contribu~ons? If "Yes.• complete Schedule M ................................................. . ..................................... ............................ 
 30 
 X 


31 	 Ofd the organization liquidate, terminate, or dissolve and cease operations? 

II 'Yes, ' complete Schedule N, Part I ...................... ....... ...................... ....................... ............ ............................ ............... 
 31 
 X 

32 Did the organization sen, exchange. disposeof, or transfer mo1e than 25% of ~s net aS$ets?ll 'Yes, ' complete 


Schedule N, Patt JI .... .......... ................. , ............................................................................... ........................................ .... . 
 x
32 

33 	 Did the organization own 100% of an enttty disregarded as separate from the organization under Regulations 

sections 301 .7701·2 and 301 .7701.:l? JI "Yes.' complete Schedule R, Part I .... .. ...... .......... ............ .................................... .. 33 x 

34 Was the organization related to any tax·o>empt or taxable entity? If ' Yes, · complete Schedule R, Patt II, Ill, orIV, and 


Part V, line 1 ................................................... , , .. , ................. , .................................. , ...................................................... . . 
 x
34 


35a 	 Did the 01ganization have a controlled entity within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? .. .......................................... .. ...... .. 
 35a x 

b If ' Yes' 10 fine 35a, did the organization receive any payment from or engage in any hansaction with a controlled entity 


wtthin the meaning of section 512(b)(13)7 If ' Yes,· complete Schedule R, Part V. line 2 ................... ......... ......... .......... ..... ... .. 
 3Sb x 

36 	 Section 501(c}(3} organizations. Did uie 019anization make any transfers to an e)(empt non.charitable related organi:Zation? 

JI ' Yes, · complete Schedvle R, Part V. Hne 2 ................................................... ......... ................... .. .................................... .. 
 36 x 

37 Did the o rganization conduct more than 5% of its activiti;ls through an entity that is nota related organitation 


and that is treated as apartnership for federal Income tax purposes? If 'Yes,' complete Schedule R, Part VJ ....................... . 
 37 x 

38 	 Ofd the organluilion complete Schedule 0 and provide explanations in Schedule 0 for Part VI, lines 11b and 19? 

x
Note . .All Form 990 filers are r""'uired to comofete Schedule 0 ........ .... .. .. . ............................ , -- . --- .. . __ ~..,.. 
 3S 
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17 STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59- 3649371 

Part Statements Regarding Other IRS Filings and Tax Compliance 
Check if Schedule 0 contains a response or note to any line in this Part V .............................................................................. D 

Form990 	 Pa e 5 

Yes No 

1a Enter the numberreported in Box 3 ofFom11096. Enter ·O· ff not applicable ................... ... •..•. ...... l la l U 7 

b Enter 1he number of Forms W-2G included in line 1a. Enter ·O· tt not applicable .............................. lb O 
c Did the organization comply with backup wtthholcling rules for reportable payments to vendors and reportable gaming 

2a :~rb::~~~;~:m':i!~~~:;:.;;;·;;;; ·~;;;;;··:;;~:·~;;;~~;;;;;;~·~;~~~~·~~·~· ~~;·;;;;;~;;;;;;~:·· ··· 1·········1············· ··············· le 

filed for the caJendar year ending with or within the yearcovered by this return ......................... ..... 2a 232 
b It at least one is reported on line 2a, did the organization file al required federal employment tax retums? ........ ...................... 2b 

Note, If the sum of fines 1a and 2• is greater than 250, you may be required toe-file (sec instructions) ••.......•••.•.••...•.••......... 

3a Did the organization have unrelated business gross Income of $1 .000 or more during the year? .................... ...................... x 
b II ' Yes,· has It Ii.led a Form 990·T for this y~ar? If ·No.• to line 3b, provide an explanation in SChedule 0 .......................~..... 3b 

4a At any time during the calendar year, dkf the organization have an interest in, or a s~nature or other authority over, a 

financial account in a foreign country (such as a bank account, securities account, or other financial account)? ..................... x 
b If •Yes,• enter the nameof the foreign country; ... 

-------------~~~-~~~~~~~ 
See instructions for ffog requirements for FlnCEN Form 114, Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts (FBAA). 

Sa Was the organization a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction at any time during the tax year? .....................•.............. Sa x 
b Did any taxable partynotify the organization that it was or is a party to a prohibtted tax shelter t ransaction?... ........................ Sb x 
c If •Yes," to liM Sa or Sb, did the organlurtion file Form 8886-T? ............................ ... .......................................... ................. Sc 

Sa Does the organization havo annual gross receipt s that are normally greater than $100,000, and did the organization solicit 

any contributions that were not tax deductible as charitable contributions? ........................................ ......... ............... ....... . 6a x 
b If "Yes," did the organization incfude with every solicitation an express statement that such contributions or gifts 

were not tax deductible? ......... .... .................. ...... ...... ....................................................... ........... ........ .................... .... .. .... l-'6"'b'-+--1- ­
7 Organizations that may receive deductible con1ributlons under section 170(e). 

a DiO the organization1eteiveapayment In excess of $75 rnade partly as acontrillvlion and partly for goods and serviCes provided to the payor? 7• x 

b II ·ves.' did the organization notify the donor of the value of the goods or services provided? .... ................... ...................... 1-'7.::b+--+-­
c Did the organization sell. exchange, or otherwise dispose of tangible persooal property for which it was required 

x7cd :~.~:;:i:~~~!~e·~~~~~; ~;;~~;;;~ ·~;·~~ ;,~~~~;I~~ ;;;~ ;~~···: ::::::.:::::::::::.:: :::...::::::::::::::::::::· I.;~·T .......................... 

e Did the 019anlzetion receNe any funds, d irectly or indirectly , to pay premiums on a personal benefit contract? •...... ........ .... .. 70 X 

f Did the organization. during the year. pay premiums, directly or indirectly, on a personal benefrt contract? ............. ........ ...... 7f x 

g If the o rganization received a contribution of qualified intellectual property, did the organization tile Form 8899 as required? ... t-'-7-at-_,t- ­
h If the organization received a contribution of cars, boats, airplanes, or other vehicles. did the organlzaUon file a Form 1098·C? 7h x 

8 Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds. Did a donor advised fund maintained by the 


sponsoring organlzation have excess business holdings at any time during the year? 8 


9 Sponsoring org3nitations maintaining donor advis&d funds. 


a Did the sponsoring organization make any taxable distributions under section 4966? 9a 

b Did the sponsoring organization make a d istribution to a donC<', donor advisor, or related person? ... ........................... ........ 9b 

10 Section 501(c)(7) organizations. Enter. 

a lnniation tees and capital contributions included on Part VIII, line 12 ................ ............................. l 1oa=1-l------1!--'­

b 	 Gross receipts, included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12. for public useof dub facilities ....... ........... ._..10b=-"-------l 

11 Section 501(c){12) organizations. Enter: 

a Gross income from members or sharehOfders ........... .............. ............... ........................ ............. 1 1a 

b Gross income from other sources (Oo not not amounts due or paid to other sources against 

amounts due or received from them.) ....... .................... ........................................ ...... ............ .... • .__11.-b...._______-I 

12a Section 4947(a)(1) non-exempt charitable trusts. ls the organization filing Form 990 in lieu of Form 1041? 1-"12"'•+ -+-­

b If •ves,11 enter the amount of truc·exempt interest received oraccrued during t'he year ....... .....,..... 121:1=-,______-1l'-" l 

13 Section 501(c)(29) quallfled nonprofit health Insurance Issuers. 

a fs the organization ~censed to issue qualified health plans In more than one state? .............. ........... ... ................................. 13a 

Note. See the instructions for additional information the organiz:a.tion must report on Schedule 0 . 
b 	 Enter tho amount of reserves the organization is required to maintain by the states in which the 


organization is licensed to ;ssue qualified heaJth-pfans ................................................. ................. l .:;3b l ---l
._1=..1--- ­

c Enter the amount of reserves on hand ..................... ..................................................................... ,_,_,______
'-'-13c -11---1--1-­
14a Did the organization receive any payments for indoor tanni~ services duriig the tax year? .............................. .. ..... ....... 14a x 

b If •ves.• has tt filed a Form 720 to rennrt these navments? II 'No. ' t>tovide an e•n/anetion in Schedule 0 ...... ..... .. 14b 

Form 990(2017) 
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017 STEP OP FOR STUDENTS' INC. 	 59 - 3649371 Pa e 6 
0No 0Governance, anagement, and Disclosure For each "Yes' response to Imes 2 throvgh 7b belOw, and for a re sponse 

.__ _ __, to line Sa. 8b, or 10b below, describe the clfcumstanoes, processes, orchanges 1n Schedule 0 . See instructions. 

Check if Schedule 0 contains a response or note to any line in this Part VJ ••• • •• o • zz z .-uz z •z u z z$ z z• z z •z z • z z•z • zu.. z •z z • z ••z • z H •• • • z :rzz t z • t ? !'.11 I 

Section A Governing Body and Management 

1a Enter the number of voting members of the governing body at the end of the tax year ......•......... .. f-1"'•'+-------'11 
II there are material differences in voling rights among members Ol lhe governing body, or it the governing 
body delegated broad authority lo an executive comm1"e~or similar commit!~ explain in Schedule O. 

b Enterthe numb8f or voting members included In fine 1 a, above, who are independent ....... ........... i....;1.:b_,__ _____..:J! 

2 Did any officer, director, trustee, or koy employee have a family relatlooship 0 1 a business relationship with any other 

officer, director, trustee, or ~ey employee? .............. .. .............................. ........................................................... ...... ....... . 
3 Did the organization delegate cMtrol over management duties customarily performed by or under the direct supervision 

2 

Yes No 

x 

Of officers, directors, or tfUStees, Or key employees to amanagement company Qr other person? •••• • ••••••••• • • • • •••• • • • • • • • • •, _• • ••••Ho 3 x 
4 Did the organization make any signlticant changes ta its governing documents since the prior Form 990 was filed? ............... 4 x 

5 Did the organization become aware during the year of a significant diversion of the organization's assets? ................ ...... ..... s x 
6 Did !lie organization have membots or stockholders? ........................................... ............. .......................................... .. ... 6 x 
7a Did the organization have members, stockholders, or other persons who had the power to elect or appoint one or 

more members of the governif\g body? .................. ................ .............. ..................... ......................................................... 7a X 
b fl<e any governance decisions of the organization reserve<l io (or subject to approval by) members. stockl>olders. or 

pe<sons oltler than the governing body? .... ................................................ ...................................................... ................. 7b x 
a Did lhe organization canwmporaneousry document the meetings held or writtenactlons undertakenduring Ille year by tile following: 

a The governing body? ................ ........................ .... ........ . ............. ................................................................... .................... Sa x 
b Each committee with authority to act on behalf of the 9!Weming body? ....... .. ................... ..... .... ...... ........ .................... ..... .. Sb X 

9 Is there any officer. director, trustee, or key employee listed in Part VII, Section A, who cannot be reached at the 
orQanization's mailinn address? Jf •Yes. • orovide the names tJnd addresses in Schedule 0 ...... .. ..... . ............ .. ...... .. .. 9 x 

Section B Policies (This Section 8 requests Information about policies not required bv tha Internal Rovenue Cod•.) 

IOa Did the organization have local chapters, branches, oraffiliates? ............... .................. ........................................ ...... .......... . 

b 	 If 'Yes,• did the organilation have written policies and procedures governing the activities of such chapters, affiliates, 

and branches to onsure their operations are consistent wtth the organization's exempt J)<Jrposes? .............. ........... ............. . 
11a Has the organization provided a complete copy of this Form 990 to all members oflts go11emlng body before filing the form? 

b 	 Describe in Schedule 0 the process, if any, used by the organizatk>n to review this Form 990. 

12a Did the organization have a written conflict of Interest policy? II 'No,· 90 to line 13 ............................. .. ................... ......... 

b 	 Were officers, d~ectors,or trustees, and key employees reQulied to disctose annuaPy Interests !hat could give rise to conmc1s? ................ .. 

c 	 Did the organization regularly and consistently montto1 and enforce compliance with lhe poP.cy? If ' Yes,' describe 

in Schedule 0 how this was done ...................... ............................... ........... ..................... ..................... ....... .......... .......... . 

13 Did the organization have a written whistleblower porJcy? ........................................... ...... ................................................. . 
14 o;d the organization have . written document retention and destruction policy? ................ .. ..... .......................................... . 
15 Did the process for determining compensation of the following persons include a review and approval by independent 

pe<sons, comparability data, and contemporaneous substantiation of the defiberation and deci$ion? 
a 	The organization's CEO. Executive Director, or top management official .............. .............................. ............................... .. 

b 	 Other officers or key employees or the organization ........................................ .... ............................................................. .. . 

rt •ves" to line 15a or 15b, describe the process in Schedule 0 (see instiuctions). 
16a Did the organization invest in, contribute assets to, or participate in a joint venture or simiJar arrangement \Vith a 

taxable entity during the year? .. ........... .... ..... ................. ................................... ............................................ ................... . 
b If "Yes," did the organization follow a written policy or procedure requiring the organization to evaluate tts participation 

in joint venture arrangements under appfiicable federal tax law, and take steps to safeguard the organization's 


exemot status with resoect to such arranaements? ..... . ., ., ....... ..... .........., . . ........ ........._.~.., .. . .... ,
u 	 ..,..._ 

Section C. Disclosure 

Vos No 

10• x 

10b 
11 a " 
12• x 
12b x 

12c x 
13 x 
14 x 

15a x 
15b x 

16a 

16b 

17 List the states with which a copy of this Form 990 Is required to be filed ll'AK, AR, CA , co , CT . FL,Dc ,GA, HI. I t , xs , KY 

18 Section 6104 requites an organization to make as Fo1ms 1023 (or 1024 ifapplicable), 990, and 990-T (Section 501(c)(3)s only) available 
f~btic inspection. Indicate how you made these available. Checi< all that apply. 
LlLl Own website D Another's website Ui.J Upon request D Other (explajn in SChedu/e 0) 

19 Describe Jn Schedule O whett\er (and if so, how) tho organization made its governing documents, conflict ot interest policy, and financial 
statements available to !lie public during the tax year. 

20 State the name. address. and telephone number of the person who possesses the organization's books and records: lfloo -------- ­

JOB PFOUNTZ - 904 - 352-2246 
4655 SALISBtlRY t\O , SUI TE 400, JACKSONVILLE , FL 32256 

732008 11 ...21~17 SEE SCHEDUuE 0 FOR Fl1LL LIST OP STATES Form 990 (2017) 
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Form 990 2017 STEP OP POR STODllN'l'S. I NC. 59 - J6'9l71 Pa• 7 
I Compensation of Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, Highest ompensat ed 

'----' 
Employees, and Independent Contractors 
CM<* tt Schedule O contains a response or note to any fine in this Part VII . ....~ ............................... D 

Sectjon A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees 

1a Complete this table for all persons required to be listed. Report compensation for the calendar year endiig with or within the organization's tax year. 

• List au ol tho organization's current officers, directors, trustees (whether Individuals or organizations), regardless of amount of compensation. 

Enter -0-in columns (D), (E), and (F) if no compansatjon was paid. 


• List al of the organization's current key employees, Kany. See instructions for definition of ' key employee.' 
• List the organizatiOn's five current highest compensated employees (other than an officer, director, trustee, or key employee) wllo receive<! report· 

able compellSatlon (Box 5 ofForm W·2 and/or Box 7 of Form 1099-MISC) of more than $100,000 from the organization and any related organizations. 
• List all ol the 01ganlzaUon's former olfice.-s, key employees, and highest compensated employees who received more 1han $1CJ0 ,000 ol 


reportable compensation from the organization and any related organiza1i0ns. 

• List all of the organization's former directors or trustees that received, in the capacity as a former director or trustee of the organization, 

more Uian $10,000 ol rep"'1able compensation froin the organiuition and any rel~ted organiiations. 

List persons In the following order: individual trustees or directors: instltvtional trustees; officers.: l(ey employees: highest compensated employees: 

and fonner such persons. 

D ed oroanization comaensated anv current omteer c11rCheck this box if neither the orqanization nor anv relat' ector, or trustee. 

(A) 

Name and Title 

( l) JOH?! KIRTL!ll( 

CHAIRt'.AN, SOFS/DIRECTOR, A 
(2) ALISON H.ERTOG 

DIR.BCTOR, SUFS 
( 3) ALFRED "AL;, LAWSON 

DIRJ!C'TOR, SOFS 

14) RIC!IAl\D OUTRAM 

DI RECTOR, Sl1FS 

(5 ) PAUL SHERMAN 
DIRECTOR , Stll'S 
( 6) COR'lIS STOKES 

DIRSC'l'OR , SUl'S 
(7 ) TERRY JOVE 

DIRECTOR, SIJFS 
( 8) JOlJN LEGG 

DI RECTOR , SOFS 

( 9) DOOC TOTHILL 
PRESIDBm', SOFS 

( 10 ) ANNE WHITE 

COO, SUFS 
( 11) JOE PFOUNTZ 

TREAS ' CFO , SOPS 

(12) SCO'l"I' Ml\SSBY 

cio . SOPS 
(1 3) ALI SSA RANDALL 
VP MARKETING K EVENTS, soil's 
( 14 ) JONATij>.N BECKHAM 

VP INNOVATION 
( l S ) Ci\l\OL THOMAS 

VP S'l'ODENT LEARNING 
(16) GI NA LYNCH 

VP OPERATIONS 

(B) (C) 

Average Position 
(do not eh•ek ~· tl'IM on• 

hours per COX, Ur\l ..a .,_,SOf\ 1• b01h ~ 

week ...- .,-i(f 11 ctr9Qw'W.$t") 

(list any a 
~ 

hours for "' Irelated " ; 

organizations ~ l! it 
below ~ ll ~ s,. 

i .. ~ it • line) j l:l s ~ 
Q " 2 ,00 

)( 

2.00 
x 

2.00 

x 
2,00 

x 
2,00 

J< 

2.00 
x 

2.00 

x 
2.00 

x 
40,00 

x 
40.00 

x 
40.00 

x 
40,00 

x 
, 0 ,00 

x 
40 . 00 

x 
40. 00 

x 
40. 00 

x 

(D) 

Reportable 
compensation 

from 
the 

organization 
(W·211099·MISC) 

o. 

o. 

0 . 

o. 

o. 

0. 

o. 

0. 

282 , on. 

160 , 343. 

188,881 . 

152 , 702, 

152, 272. 

134 , 623. 

136,959, 

131 , 460, 

(E) (F) 
Reportable Estimated 

compensation amount of 
from'related other 

organizations compensation 
(W-211099-MISC) from !Ile 

organization 
and related 

organizati<lns 

0 , 0' 

o. 0. 

o. o. 

o. o. 

0. 0. 

o. 0. 

0 . 0. 

o. 0 . 

0 . 26, 1 51. 

o. 21 , 015 . 

0. 2l,321. 

o. 29 , 364, 

o. 14 . 786. 

o. 28,516 , 

0. 21,532. 

0 . U,721 , 

732007 l1·28·17 Form 990 (2017) 
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Form 990 12017\ STEP OP F R 0 STtmENTS, INC 59 -364937l Page8 
IPart' vii I Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Kev Employees, nnd Highest Compensated Emotoyees (conr;nued) 

{A) (B) (CJ 

Name and title Average Position 
(00M l Cf\.KI( mOJ• iMn Ol'Mt

hours per boll'• ._."''"" P.,IKM'I ii both f.I\ 
week Otf'ie« tind a diroctotWS>IM) 

1ris1 any Ihours for 0 li 
related • .I! ~ ~ ~organizations 

11 !­ 11 
below ! ~ " ~~ Iline) & ~ ~ ~~ s ~e.. E .... 

1 b Sub-total .......................................................................................... .. ... .... ._ 

c Total from continuation shoots to Part VII, Section A . ......... ...... ..... ......... .... 
d Total {add tines 1b and 1cl .............................................................. ......... .... 

(D) 

Reportable 
compensation 

from 
the 

organization 
(W2/1099·MISC) 

1,339,263. 
0. 

l,339,263. 

(E) 

Reportable 
compensation 
from related 
organizations 

(W·2/1099·MISC) 

0 . 

0, 

o. 

(F) 

Estimated 
amount of 

other 
compensation 

from the 
otganization 
and related 

organizations 

182,408. 

o. 
182,408. 

2 Total number of individuals [including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than $100.000 of reportable 

comoensation from the O(nanization ~ 19 

3 

4 

5 

Did the organization list any former officer, director, or trustee, key employee, orhighest compensated employee on 

line 1a? If "Yeo,• complete Sche<fu/e J for svch indlvldval ............. .... ......................................... ......................................... 
For any individual listed on line 1 a, is the sum of reportable compensation and other compensation from the organization 

and related organi2ations greater than $150,000? If "Yes. • complete Schedule J for such lndlvldual ....................................... 
Did any person listed on nne 1 a receive or accrue compensation from any unrelated organization or Individual for services 

rendered to the oraaniz.ation? ti "Yes.' comDl<lte ScheduteJ for wch oerson ............. .. ...................................... ......... .... 

Yes No 

3 x 

4 x 

5 x 
SectJon 8. lndcpandent Contractors 

Complete this table for your five highest compensated independent contractors that received more than $100,000 of compensation from 
the oraanization. Reoort comoensation for the calendar vear endinq with or within the oroanlzatlon's tax vear. 

(A) 
Name and business address 

(B) 
Oe$Cription of services 

(C) 
Compensation 

PRi!MU<ATI , INC., 310 N. ALABAMA ST, STB 

200, INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46204 SOFTWARE SERVICES 360' 993. 

TADS, 110 N. STJI ST, 2ND PLOOR, 
MlllNBAPOLI S, MN 55C03 i\?PLICATION PROCESS I L':G 274 ,485 . 

CUTHBERTSON « ASSOCIATES, 9802 BAYMEi\DOWS 

RD, STE 12 1200, JACKSONVILLE, FL 32256 CONSULTING SERVICES 257, 701. 

EPIC SOFTWARE CORPORATION 

1979 MlLXY WAY , VERONA, WI 53593 SOM'WARE SERVICES 227 , H2 . 

ARIBA. 1 
INC , 

PO BOX 642'62, PI".t'TSBtJRGK , PA 15264 SOF'l'WARE SERVlCtS 214,260. 

2 Total number of independent contractors (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than 

$100 000 of comoensatlon from the oroanizatloo ... 14 

Form 990 (2017} 
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Form 99012017 STEP OP l'OR S'l'ODENTS . INC . 59- 3649371 Pa e9 
Part Statement of Revenue 

Check ii Sci'ledule O contains a resoonse or note to anv rine in this Part VIII ..... ........................ ........................... .,.............. D 
\A) \t>) 

Total revenue Related or 
exempt function 

revenue 

22 1 • Federated campaigns 1a 
" c 

.................. 
~5 b Mombership dues ................... ..... 1b 

..~ c Fundraising events ......~.............. ... 1c 
~~ d Related organizations 1d'-'~ ... ............... 
..-e • Government grants (contributions) 1ec: ·­
0(/) I All other contributions, gttts, granls, and"$t 
'55 s im~ar amountsnot Included above ...... 11 705,681 , 555. 

".,, g HQfl~h c:onlrib\l'lion• 1ndud•d in lln• 1• · 11 S

0" h Total. Add li""5 1a·1 f ... 705,681,555 .0"' ...... .. ...... 
Business corn ., 2• SERVICE CON'l'l\AC'.l' 561000 718,720. 718,720.,.., 

5" b AOVOCACY & CIVIC ENGAC 900099 257,SOO. 257,500. 
ti " 
(/) " c 
E~ 

d.... 
e,a: 

e2 
Q. f All other program service revenue .............., 

a Total. Add fines 2a·21 .......... .,..., .......... , ... .. .. ... 976,220. 

3 Investment Income Qncludlng dividends. interest, and 

other sinlilar amount·s) ............................................. ...... ... 999,419 • 

4 Income from investment of tax·exempt bond proceeds ... 
5 Royalties ... ............. ..................................................... ... 

t~ Real Iii\ Per•onal 

6a Gross rents ..................... 
b Less: rental expenses ......... 
c Rental income or (loss) ...... 
d Net rental Income or (loss) ,.... .................. ... .............. ... 

7 a GrO$S amount from sales of m Securities fril Other 
assets other than Inventory 

b Less: cost or other basis 

aod sales expenses ......... 
c Gain or (loss) ..................... 
d Net gain or (loss) ............................... .......... ................ ... .. Sa Gross income from fundraising events (not 

" including$ of"~ contributions reported on line 1c). See.. 
a: 
L Part IV, line 18 ....................................... a.. .s= b Less: direct expenses b0 ............................. 

c Net income or Ooss) from fundralslng events ............... ... 
9. Gross income lrom gaming activit~s. See 

Part IV, tine 19 ............. .. ........................ a 
b Less: direct expenses ........................... b 

c Net income or Ooss) from gaming activities .................. ... 
' 10 • Gross sales of inventory. less returns 

and allowances ....................................... a 
b Less: cost of goods sold ........................ b 

c Net income or floss) from sales of invontoiv ........... ,, ,,.. ... 
Miscellaneous Revenue Business Code 

11 a O'l'BRR INCOME 900099 3,990. 3. 9.90 . 

b 
c 
d AA other rovenue ....................................... .. Total. Add lines 11a·11d ........................... .................. ... 3,990 . 

12 Total revenue . See lns1ructions. ···········d•• ... ·­· .. ... 707,661,184, 980,210 • 

\\.ii 
Unrelated 
business 
revenue 

Revenu~0Jxcluded 
from tax under 

?eitlo
5
ns1 - 14 

. 

999 , 419 • 

o. 999 , 4l9. 

7G2009 11·28·17 Form 990 (2017) 
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17 STEP OP FOR STUDE~TS, !NC, 59- 3649371
form990 Pae 10 
Part Statement of Functional Expenses 

Section 501{cl~Jand 501{c)l4) oraanizations must complete all coAlmns. All 01her organiza/ions must complete column (A). 
I lCheck nSchedule o contains a resnonse ornote to env line in this Part IX ....................................................................... 
······ 

Oo not includo amount$ reported on lines 6b, 
lb, Sb, 9b, and 1Ob of Part VIII. 

1 Grants and olhec assistance to domestic organizations 
anddomestic governments. See Part IV, ~ne 21 ... 

2 Grants and other assistance to domestic 
Individuals.See Part IV, line 22 .... .................. 

3 Giants and otheI assistance to foreign 
organizations, foreign governments, and forergn 
Individuals. Se!' Part IV, lines 15 and 16 ......... 

4 Benefits paid to odor members .................... 
5 Compensation of current officers, direc1ors, 

tnistees. and key employees .................. ....... 
6 Compensation not Included above, to disqualified 

persons (as defined undei seclion 4958(f)(1)) and 
persons described insection 4958(c)(3)(8) ......... 

7 Other salaries and wages .............................. 
8 Pension planaccruals and conlributlons (Include 

seclion 401(k) and 403(b) employer oontribullons) 

9 Other employee benefits .............................. 
10 Payroll taxes ................................................ 
11 Fees for services (non-employees): 

• Management ..,............................. ................ 

b Legal ..................... .... ................................... 
c Accounting ........................... ........................ 

d Lobbying ...................................................... .. Professional fundraisino services. See Patt IV, llne 17 

I Investment management fees ...............,.....:.. 

9 Other. (If line 110 amount exceeds 10% of line 25, 
column (A) amoun~ llst line t1g expenses on Sch 0.) 

12 Advertising and promotion ............. .............. 
13 Office expenses..... .................. ...................... 
14 Information technology ...................... .. ......... 
15 Royatties ........................................... .. ......... 
16 Occupancy .................. ...................... ... ........ 
17 Travel ........... .... .......................................... 
18 Payments of lraV"el or entertainment expenses 

for any federal. state. or localpublic officials 
19 Conferences, conventions, and meetings ...... 

20 Interest ............ ....... ................................... 
21 Payments to affiliates ........ ............................ 
22 Depreciation. depletion. and amortization ...... 

23 Insurance ................................................... 
24 Other expenses. ltemi?eexpenses not covered 

above. (list misceQaneous expenses In hne 24e. If line 
24e amount exceeds 10% ct nne 25, column (A) 
amoun~ list line 24e expenses on Schedule 0.) 

a OTHER COSTS 

b DANK FBBS 

c REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 

d PRIN'l'ING AND POSTAGE 

e All other expenses 
25 Tolal functional expenses. Add lines I through 24e 

26 Jointcosts. Complete lllis tlne only tt the organization 
reporte<l in column (Bl j)intoos1s from acombined 
educatfonaJ camp;ign and fvndraising sollcltallon. 
Ch9dl h«• ~ D II fOllO'·..,__ SOP 93..t '""'0 &58·720'1 

l"I p \ DJ .
Total expenses rogram service 

expenses 

650,9 79,063. 650,979, 063, 

631,246. 

12 , 075,31 2, 9,609,712, 

03, 779. 268,799, 

1, 160 ,815. 860,71' . 
1,565,900, 1,319,474. 

311 , 822. 37,722. 

156, 580 . 
115,003 , 115,003 . 

2,050,945. 1,501 , 175 . 
293 , 653. 207,516. 
528 , 598 . 423 , 221 . 

809,539. 585,021. 
616. 355. 422,905, 

384,633. 291 , 028 . 
274,012, 201 , 388, 

877,960, 565,905 . 
431 , 287. 308 ' 3'1 . 
408 , 807. 282 ,877, 

308,887. 129 ,043. 

126,721. 126,721 . 
674,603,917. 668,235,653, 

11 

Iv/
Management and 
neneral exoenses 

631,246, 

1,206,240 , 

111,114 . 
178,331. 
177,517. 

210 ,738. 
156,580. 

407 ,824 . 
10,380 . 

51 ,286 . 

HJ, 085. 
100,816. 

57,942, 

44 ,514 . 

128, 535, 

122, 775. 

83 , 224. 
% , 787 . 

3 , 91 8.~34. 

Fund~ising 
expenses 

1,259,360, 

113,866. 
121, 765 . 

68 , 909 . 

66. 362. 

141,946. 
75,757• 
54,091, 

81, 433. 
92,634 . 

35,663 . 

28,110. 

183,520, 

151 . 

42,706. 
83,057. 

2 , 449, 330, 
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Form 9901201n ST&P UP FOR STUDENTS, INC, 59 - 3649371 Pane 11 

I Part X I Balance Sheet 


Check It Schedule 0 C-Ontalns a res~nse or note to anv line in this Part X 
 ······································· ···················· ........................ . • 

(A) (B} 

Beginning of year End of year 

1 Cash · non·interost·beanng 
····· · ················ · ·~ · · ··· ····"·· ···· · · ·· · · · .. ........................ 41 ,903,759. 1 19 '085' 583, 

2 Savings and temporary cash investments ............... ....................................... 225,000, 2 196,000. 

3 Pledges and grants rece1vable, net ........................ ....................................... 436. 647 ' 533, 3 502,820,023 . 

4 Accounts receivable, net .......... ...... .. ...,,................ ....................................... l,592,Hl. 4 5,137,782, 

5 Loans and other receivables from current and fo(mer officers, dife<:tors, 

trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees. Complete 

Part II of Schedule L ........... ......................................................................... 5 
6 Lo3!'s and other receivables from otherdisqualified persons (as defined undet 

sec1ion 4958(1)(1)), persons described In section 495B(c}(3)(B), and contributing 

employers and sponsoring organizations of section 501(c)(9) voluntary 

.!? employees' beneficiary organizations (see instr). Complete Part II of Sch L ...... 6 
" Notes and loans receivable, net ........ .................................................. ........... " 7 7.. 
<( 

8 Inventories for sale or use 8........................ .... .................................................. 
9 Prepaid expenses and deferred cnarges ...................................................... 579,212. 9 701,402 . 

10a Land, buildings, and equipment:cost or other 
basis. Complete Part VI of Schedule D ......... 10a 4,922,942. 

b Less: accumulated depreciation .................. 10b l,936, 777. 1,412,992. 10c 2,986,165. 

11 lnvesrments · pubficly traded securities ................... ...... ................................ 11 

12 Investments· other securities. ~e Part IV, line i 1 .... ...................................... 12 

13 Investments· program-relate<i. SeePart IV, fine 11 .............. ...................... .. 13 

14 Intangible assets ........................................... .. ..................... ....... ................. 14 

15 Other assets. See Part IV, line 11 36 ,231,019. 15 58,467 ,378. 

16 Total asset s. Acid lines 1 throuoh ;·5 ·;;.;,~~;·~~~~·1·;;~~·;~;·.......... ..................... 518.592,306, 16 589' 3~4' 333 .... ......- ~...... 
17 Accounts payable and accrued expeoses .................................. .................... 1,714 , 927 .. 17 2,236,696, 

18 Grants payable ...................................................................... ....................... 18 

19 Deferred revenue ......................................................................................... 19 

20 Tax-exempt bond liabilities ........................................................................... 20 

21 Escrow or custodial account llab~ity . Complete Part IV o1 Schedule D ............ 36,231,019. 2 1 58 , 467 ,378. 
.,
" 

22 Loan$ and other payables to current and former officers, directOfs, trustees, 
;: key employees, highest compensated employees, and disqualified persons. 
:ii.. ComP.lete Part ti ot Sche<iule L .............................. ........ ................................ 22 
::; 

23 Secured mortgages and notes payable to unrelated third parties 23 14,986,632.................. 
24 Unsecured notes and loans payable to unrelated third parties ....... ..... ............ 24 

25 Other fiabKities ~ncluding federal income tax. payables to related third 

parties, and other liabilities not Included on lines 17·24). Complete Part X of 

Schedvle D ............ ...... ................................. ............................................. 25 

26 Total liabilities. Add Nnes 17 thrO<Joh 25 ... . ... .. ........................................... 37' 945' 946 . 26 75.690,706, 

Organizations that follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here ... ill and 

ii complete lines 27 lhrough 29, a nd lines 33a nd 34. 
<> 27 Unrestricted net assets ............................. ........................... .................. ...... . 5, .110,194. 27 8,115,532,c 

~ 28 Temporarily restricted net assets ......... .. ....................... ............................... 475,536,166. 28 505,588,095. 

'O 29 ~;:~~2".'.:r~:;:~:~t: ~:~~:~1~: sFiis ~~~·;;;;;~·~;i:· ~~~;·;;~·;~ · .;c:r 29 
c 

" u.. 
0 and complete lines 30 through 34. 

~ 30 Capital stock or trust pri'lcipal, or current funds ......................... .................... 30.. 
31 Paid-in or capital surplus, or land, building, or equipment fund ........ ..... ~ ... ....... 3 1 

; 32 Retained earnings, endowment , accumuiated income. or other funds ............ 32 
z 33 Total net asset$ or fund balances ................................................. ......... ........ 480 '646' 360. 33 513 , 703,627 . 

34 Total liabil~ies and net assets/fund balances .. . .. . .. .. ...... 518' 592 , 306, 34 589,394, 333 , 

Form 990 (2017) 
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Forrn 990 17 STEP !JP FOR STUDENTS. INC . 	 59- 360371 Pae 12 
Part XI Reconciliation of Net Assets 

Check if Schedule 0 contains a resnonse or note 10 anv line in this Part XI 	 D 

707,661,184 .Total revenue (must equal Part VIII, column {A), line 12) 
674,603,917,2 Total expenses {must equal Part IX, column(,'\), line 25) 2 

33 '057, 267 .33 Revenue less expenses. Subtract line 2 from line 1 ................................................... ............................... . 

480,646,360,44 Not assets or fund balances at beglnnirlg of year (must equal Pan X, line 33, column (A)) ............................. . 


5 


6 Donated serviees and use of facilities 

5 Net unreafized gains Qosses) on lnvestmonts ........................................... .................. ............................... . 


6 

7 Investment expenses ······················································································································-······ l--'-7-+--------- ­
8 Prior pe~od adjustments ......................... ... ............................................................ ................................... 1--"8-+-- - ------ ­
9 Other changes in net assets or fund balances {explain in &:~edule 0) ....................................................... .. 
 o.9 

10 	 Net assets or fund balances at end of year. Combine lines 3 through 9 (must equal Part X, lino 33, 

column 1811 ....................................................................................................................................... .. 513,703,627.10 
I Part Xiii Financial Statements and Reporting 

Check if Schedule 0 contains a resnonse or note to anv line in lhls Part XII ..................................... ............................................ 
Yes No 

1 Accounting method used to prepare the Form 990: Dcash WAccruaJ D Other 

If the organization changed its method of accounting from a prior year or checked "Other,• explain In Schedule 0 . 

2a Were the organization's financial statements compiled or reviewed by an indepefldent accountant? .................................... 2a x 
11 · ves,• check a box below to indica te whether the financial statements for the year were compHed or reviewed on a 
separato basis, consolidated basis, or both: . 

D Separate basis D Consolidated basis D Both consolidated and separate basis 

b Were the organiZation's financial statements audited by an i"'ldependont accountant? ...................... ............................... .. 2b x 
If "Yes,• check a box below to Indicate whether the financial statements for the year were audited on a separate basis, 

consolidated basis, or both: 
D Separate basis CKJ Consolidated basis D Both consolidated and separate basis 

e If ·-ves"' to 6ne 2a or 2b
1 
does the organization have a c ommittee that assumes responsibifity tor oversight of the audit, 

review, or co.mpf!ation of its financial statements and selection of an independent accountant? ............................................. 2c x 
If the organization changed either its oversight process or S6!ection process during the tax year. explain in Schedule O. 

3a As a result of a federal award, was the organization required to undergo an audit or audits as set forth in the Single Al.ldit 

Act and OMB Circular A-133? .... ......................................................................................................................................... 3a x 
b If · Yes.• did the organization undergo the required audit O< audits? If the organization did not undergo the required audit 

or audits , exataln whv In Schedule 0 and describe anv sta.ns taken to underao such audits ....... u.•.• '-'•··-······-"' ' "'• • • .. •..... ... ... .. 3b 

Form 990 {2017) 
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SCHEDULE A 
(Form 990 or 990·EZ) 

0.p;artm.M ot the Trnt.uy 
ftltomal ftewnue Swllice 

Public Charity Status and Public Support 
Complete if the organizatton is a section 501(c}(3) org-aniz:Jtion or a section 

4947(a}(1) nonexempt charitable trust. 

... Attach to Form 990or Form 990-EZ. 


._. Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for Instructions and the latest information. 


OM0 No, 154$•0047 

2017 

Open to Publlc 

lnspectlon 

Name of the organization 	 Employer Identification number 

STBP t1P FOR S'l'Ul>&N'l'S, INC . 5,-364,371 

The ~ization is not a private foundation because it is: (For lines 1 through 12, check onty one box,) 
1 LJ 	A church, convention of churches, or association of churches descnbed in sec1ion 170(b)(1)(A)(i). 

2 D 	 A school described in se<:tlon 170(b){1)(A){ii), (Attach Schedule E (Fonn 990 or 99~.J 
3 D A hospital or a cooperative hospltal service organization described in sec1ion 170(b}(1}(A)(lil). 


4 D A m~ical research organization operated in conjunction with a hospital described i~ section 170(b)(1)(A){lll). Enter the hospfal's name. 


clty, andstate:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-
s D 	 An organization operated for the benefit of a college or university ownad or operated by a governmental unit descrfbed in 

section 170(b)(11(A)(lv). (Complete Part II.) 

s D 	 A federal, state, or local government or govemroontal untt described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(v). 

7 [JQ 	An organization that normally receives a substantial pa:t of tts support from a governmental unit or from the generalpublic described in 


section 170(b)( 1)(A)(vi). (CompletePait llJ 

8 D A community trust described in sec1ion 170(b)(1)(A)(vi). (Complete Part II.) 


9 D An agricultural resea.rch organization described In section 170(b)(1)(A)(ix) op&rated in conjunction wtth a land.grant coHege 


or univ&rsity or a non·land·grant college of agriculture (see Instructions). Enter the name, city, and state of the college or 

university: _--------- ------------- ---------------------­
10 D An organization that notmally receives:{1) more than 33 113% of its support from contributions, membership fees, and gross receipts from 

actiVtties related to its exempt functlons · subject to ceitain exceptions, and (2) no more than 33 113% of its support from gross Investment 

income and unrelated business taxable income (less section 51 1 tax) from busiiesses acquired by the organization after Ju1ie 30, 1975. 
See section 509(a)(2). (Complete Part Ill.) 

11 D An organization organized and operated exclusively to test for public safety. See section 509(a)(4). 

12 D 	 An organization organized and operated exclusively for the benefit of. to perform the functions of. or to carry out the purposes of one or 

more publicly suppoited organizations described in section 509(a}(1) or section 509(a)(2). See sec1lon 509(a)(3). Check the box in 

inos 12a through 12d that describes the type of suppO<tlng organization and complete lines 12e, 12f, and 12g. 

., D 	 Type t. A supporting organization operatsd, supervised, or c·ontrotled by its .supported organization{s), typically by 9ivi1'9 

the supported organlzation(s) tho power to rogularly appoint or elect a majority of tho directors or tt\lstees of the supporting 

organization. You must complete Part IV, Sections A and B. 

b D Type II, A supporting organization supervised or controlled In connection with tts supported organluitlon(s). by having 


control or management of the supporting organization vested ii the same persons that control or manage the supported 

o rganization{s). You must complete Part JV, Sections A and C. 

c D 	 Type Ill functionally Integrated. A supporting organization operated In connection with, end functionally Integrated with, 

fts supported organization(s) (see instructions}. You must complete Port IV, Sections A. D, and E. 

d 0 Type Ill non·fvnctionally inte9rated. A supporting organization operated in connection with as supported organization(s) 


that is not funct1onally integrated. The organization generally must satisfy a distribution requirement and an attentiveness 
requirement (see lnstnoctlons). You must complete Part IV, Se<:ti ons A and D, and Part V. 


e D Check this box ii the organization received a written determination from the IRS that it is a Type I. Type II, Type Ill 


functionaly Integrated, or Type Ill non· functionally intograted supporting organization. 

Enter the numberof supported organlzations . ... .............................. ............... ............. ........ ..... .... .............................. . 

a Provide the followino information about the SUMOrtcd oroanizationls\. 

Pl Nam• 01 S\lpponod (iilEIN (iil) Typo of organization ,r~~,1:!:=~~~=~ (v} Amoont ol mor.ota1y (vi) ~nl of otnot 
orgAn.izeitJon (OOscribed onirlos 1·10 

Yes No suppori csoe R\structiof'ls) suppon (see lnstruetlon&)
1......, , ..t.io""\\ 

Total 

LHAFor Paporworl< Reduction Act Notice, see the Instruction• for Form 990 or 990·EZ. mo21 """'·" Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 
14 Page 59 
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Calendar year (or fisctl year beginning In) ... !al 2013 /bl 2014 /cl 2015 lcO 2016 lel 2017 If} Total 

1 Gifts. grants, contributions, and 
membership fees received. (Do not 

include any 'unusual grants.") ...•.. 332. 392 . 878. 456 ,345. 377. 521,372,137 . 533,245,078. 705 . 681,555. 2549037025. 

2 Tax revenues levied for the organ· 

ization's benefit and either paid to 

or expended on its behalf ·· ·········· 
3 The value of serVlees or faeiUtles 

furnished bya govemmentai unit to 
. 

the organization without charge ... 
4 Total. Add lines 1 through 3 .•..••.•. 332,392,878. 456,345.37?. 521,372,137, 533,245.078, 705,681,555 . 254903702S. 

5 The portion of totaJ contributions 

by ea<:h person (other than a 
governmental unit orpublicly 

supported 0<ganization) Included 

on line 1 that exceeds 2% of the 
amount shown on line 11, 

column(~ .................................... 1039324727. 

6 Public sunnnrt, Sub1ta~ fln• Str~ lin• •· i50971n9s. 

Section B. Total Support 
Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning In).,. 

7 Amounts from line 4 .. ................... 
8 Gross income from interest, 

dMdends, payments received on 

securities Joans, rents, royalties, 
and income from similar sources ... 

9 Net 111come from unrelated business 
activities, whether or not the 

business is regulalty carried on ... 
10 	Other Income. Do not incl\Jdegain 

or loss from the sale of capital 

assets (Explain in Pa.rt VI.) ............ 
11 Total support. Add lines 7through 10 

12 Gross 1eceipts from related activities, etc. (see instructions) 


(al 2013 (bl 2014 (cl 2015 (di 2016 /el 2017 fll Total 
332,392 , 878, 456,345.377. 521,372 , 137. 533,245,078. 705, 681 , SSS . 2549037025. 

12,41.C. 8' 223. 90' 396. 397,500 , 999,419. l,507,952 . 

1.518. 12,665 . 7 , 046. 339 . 3,990 . 25,558. 

... .. ................... ..
2550570535. 

................... ........................ 12 I 2. 662,988 . 

13 First five years. If the form 990 is for the organiiation·s first , second, third, fourth, or llfth tax year as a section 501(c)(3) 

D 

14 Public SUPllOrt percentage for 2017 Oine 6, column (t) divided by line 11. column (t)) .......................... ..•...•. 14 59 . 19 % 

15 Public supj)ort percentage from 2016 Schedule A. Part 11, line 14 ........................ ....................................... 15 60. SO % 
16a 33 1/3'~ suppe>rt test ­ 2017. If the organization did not check the box on line 13, and line 14 is 33 113% or more, cheek this box and 

stop here. The organ17.atlon qualifies as a publicly supported organl2'ttion ................................ ......................... ................................. .,.[LJ 
b 33 1/3% supp0<t test· 2016. If the organization did not check a box on line 13or16a. and line 15 is 33113% or more, check this box 

and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported 0<ganization ..................................................................... ............... .,.D 
17a 10o/o · ·facts-and-circumstances test· 2017. tf the organizationdid not check a box on line 13, 16a, or 16b, and line 14 is 10% or mo1e. 

and tt th• organization meets the •tacts-and-circumstances' test, check thls box and stop here. Explain in Part VI how the organization 

meets the 'facts-and-circumstances' test. The organization qualifios as a publicly supported organization ............................................ .,. D 
b 10% · faets..nd·circumstances test· 2016. If the organization did notche<:k a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, or 17a, and line 15 ls 10% or 

more, and if the organization meets the 'facts· and· circumstances" test. check this box and stop here. Explain in Part VI how1he 

organrzatlon meets the ' facts·and·circumstances' test. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization ........................ ... D 

18 Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on fine 13. 1Sa, 16b. 17a, or 17b. clieck this box and see instructions ........ P': D 

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 
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59 - 3649171 Pa e3 

(Complete only ff you ch ecked th& box on tfne 10 ofPart I or If the organization failed to quauty under Part II. II the organization fails to 

qualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part II.) 
Section A. Public Support 
Calendar year (or heal year beginning In) IJI­ lal 2013 lbl 2014 l c l 2015 Id! 2016 lel 2017 rfl Tot al 

1 Gifts, grants, contributions, and 
membership lees received. (Do not 

locl\Jde any · unusual grants: ) ...... 

2 Gross receipts from admissions. 
ma-rchandiso sold or services per· 
fanned, or faciities furnished i'I 
any activity lhat is related to the 
orga.nizatfon's tax.exempt purposo 

3 Gross receipts from activities that 

are not an unrelated trade or bus· 
iness under section 513 ............... 

4 Tax revenues levied lor the organ· 

izatioo 's benefit and either paid to 
or expended on tts behalf ............ 

5 The value of services or facilities 
furnished by a governmental unil to 

the organization wi1hovt charge ... 
6 Total. Add lines 1 through 5 ..... .... 

7a Amounts included on lines 1, 2, and 

3 received from disqualified pi!rsons 
b A""°""'' ln$1d 9d on inH 2 • nd3 10<t.ol'/.d 

from 9lt>tc l,Nwi ~li1'ied p..ona tna: 
41X~ lh• ljl'llll1W of $5,000 or 1'6 cl the 
amtOU'li on 1111• U tor tti.e y.a1 . .. ..... ....... ... 

c Add lines 7a and 7b ........... .......... 

8 Public sunnl\rt. f" ... ..-.1:.... ,~-- •11. i;.\ 

Section B Total Support. 
Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning In) 1J1­ la) 2013 lbl 201 4 tel 2015 "'' 2016 re\ 2017 m Total 

9 Amounts from tfne 6 ..................... 
10a Gross income from interes'l, 

dividends, payments received on 
securities loans, rents. royalties. 
and Income from sjmilar source-s ... 

b Unrclaied business taxable Income 

(less section 511 lll~es) from businesses 
acquired attar June 30, 1975 ............ 

c Add lines 1 Oa and 10b ................ .. 
11 Net income from unrelated business 

actlvlties not Included in Hne 10b, 
whether or not the business Is 
regularly carried ori ..... ............ ... 

12 O ther income. Do not include gain 
or loss from the sale of capital 
assets (Explain in Part VI.) .. .......... 

13 Total support V:.dd inn v. 10e. 11. and i2.) 

14 First flve years. If the Form 990 is for the organization 's first, second, third, rour111, or fffth tax yearas a section 501(c)(3) organization, 

check this box and stop here .................................. .......... .............. ......... .................. .. ............. ......................... ......................... ..... ,.. D 
Section C. Computation of Public Su ort Percenta e 
15 Public support percentage for 2017 Qile a. column (Q divided bylfne 13, column (f)) .................................... 15:+---------~
i.....:.: % 

16 Public su ort ercenta e from 2016 Schedule Part Ill line 15 . .. ... ... . 16 % 

17 Investment income percentage for 2017 Qine 1 Oc, column(~ divided by line 13, column (Q) ............. ........... 17 % 

18 Investment Income pe1centage from 2016 Schedule A. Part Ill, line 17 .... .................. .................... ........... 18 % 
19a 33 1/ 3% support t ests - 2017. If the 0<ganlzation did n ot check the box on tine 14, and Rne 15 is more than 33 113%, and line 17 is not 

more than 33 113%, check this box and stop here. The organization qualifies as a publ cly supported organization .............. ................ ... D 
b 33 1/3'k support tests • 2016. If the organization did not check a box on line 14 or li'le 19a, and line 16 is more than 33113%, and 

line 16 Is not more than 33 1/3%, check1his box andstop here. Theorganization qualifies as a publicly supported organization ............ ... D 
20 Private foundation. If the organization did not check a box on line 14. 19a, or 19b, check this box and see instructions .....,, ..... ,,..... ,, .. IJI- D 

102023 10-00- 11 Schedule A (Form 990 or 990· EZ) 2017 
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(Complete only ff you checked a box In ~ne 12 on Part I. If you checked 12a of Part I. complete Sections A 

and B. If you checked 12b of Part I, complete sections A and C. II you checked 12c of Part I, complete 

Sections A. D and E If you checked 12d ofPart I complete Sections A and D and complete Part V l I 

Section A. All Sunnortina Oraanizations 

1 Aro all of the organization's supported organizations listed byname Jn the organization's governing 

documents? If "No,· describe in Part VI how the supported organizations are designated. If designated by 

class or purpose, describe the desigr>alion. If historic and continuing relstlonshlp, explain. 

2 Did the organization have any supported organization that does nothave an IRS determination of status 

under section 509(a)(1) or (2)? II 'Yes,•explain In Part VI how the organization determined that the supported 

organization was described 1n section 509{aJ(1) or (2). 

33 Did the organization have a supported organization described In section 501 (c)(4), (5), or (6}? If "Yes,•answer 
(b) litld (c) below. 

b Did !heorganization confirm that each suppo11ed organization qualified under section 501(c}(4), (5), or (6) and 

satisfied the public support tests under section 509(a)(2)? II "Yes,· desctibe in Part VI when and how the 
organlzation made the determination. 

c Did the organization ensure that al support to such organizations was used exclusively for section 170{c}(2)(B) 

purpases? II "Yes,•explain In Part VI what controls the orga:iization put in place to onsure well use. 

4a Was any supported organization notorganized in the United States ("f0<eign supported organization")? If 
"Yes.• and ifyou checked 12a or 1Zb in Part I, answer (b) and (c) below. 

b Did the organization have oltlmate control and discretion in deciding whether to make grants to the fornign 
S'UpPorted organization? If •Yes,' describe ;n Part VI how the organization had such control and discreUon 

destite 061ng controlled or supervised by orIn connection with its supported organizations. 

c Did the organization support any foreign supported organization that does not have an IRS determination 

undOJ sections 501 (c)(3) and 509(a)(1) or (2)? If 'Yes,• explain In Part VI what controls the organization used 
to ensvre thar all support to the foreign suppcrted organization was used exclusively for section 770(c)(2)(8) 

purposes. 

Sa Did the organization add, substitute. 0< remove any supported organizations during the tax ycafl If "Yes,• 
answer (b) and(c) belowWapplicable). Also, provide detaDin Part VJ, including (i) the names and EJN 
numbers of the supported organizations added, substituted, or removed; (i0 the reasons for each such action; 

(ih] the authority under the organization's organizing document authorizing such action; and (N) how the action 
was accompliShed (such <>S by amendment to the organizing documenlj. 

b Type I or Type II only. Was any added or substituted suppoMd organization part of a class already 

designated in the organization's organizing document? 
c Substitutions only. Was the substitution the result of an event beyond the organiza1ion's control? 

6 Did the organization provide support (Whether In the form of grants or the provision of services or facW~ies) to 

anyOf'le other than (i) its supported organizations. {ii} individuats that are part of the charitable class 

benef~ed by one ormore ol its supported organizations, or (ii~ other supporting organizations that also 

support or benefrt one or more of the flling organization's supported organizations? ff •Ycsi • provide dataHin 

Part VI. 

7 Did the organization provide a grant, k>an, compensation, or other simi:ar payment to a substantial contributor 
(dofinod in section 4958(c)(3)(C}), a family member of a substantial contributor, or a 35% controned entity with 

regard to a substantial contrib<itofl II "Yes,' complete Part I of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ). 

8 D<d the organization make a loan to a disqualified person (as defined in section 4958) not described In line 7? 
If "Yes,• complete Part I ofSchedule L (Form 990 or990·EZ). 

9a Was the organization controlled d irectly or indirectly at any time during the tax year by one or more 

disquaEfied persons as defined in section 4946 (other ttian foundation managers and organizations descrlbod 

in section 509(a)(1) or (2})? II ' Yes.• provkJe detailln Part VI. 

b Did one or more disqualified persons (as defuied in line 9a) hold a contlolfing interest in any entity in which 

the supporting organization had an interest? If •Yes,• provide detailin Part VI. 

c Did a disqualified petsO<I (as defined In fine 9a) have an ownership interest in, or derive any personal benefit 

from, assets in which the supporting organization also had an Interest? II "Yes,' provide detail in Part VI. 

10• Was the 0<ganization subject to the excess business holdings rules of section 4943 because of section 

4943{Q (regarding certain Type II supporting organizations, and all Type Ill non·functlonally integrated 

s1.1pportW"lg organizations)? If •ves, • ansv1er 10b below. 

b Did the organization have any excess business holdings in the tax year? (Use Schedule C, Form 4720, to 
determine whether the oroanization had excess business holdinn.0.1 

Yes No 

1 

2 

3il 

3b 

3c 

4a 

4b 

~ 

Sa 

Sb 

Sc 

6 

7 

8 

9a 

9b 

9c 

10a 

10b 
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Schedule A /Form 990 or 990-EZl 2017 STEP UP PO!\ STUDENTS, INC. 	 59-36(9371 PaoeS 
I t'art·1v·1 Suooorting Oraanizations , .. 

Yes No 

11 Has the organization accepted a gift or contribU1ion from any of t/\e following persons? 

a A person who directly or Indirectly controls, either alone or together with persons described in (b) and (c) 

below, the governing body of a supported organizalion? 11a 

b A family member of a person described in (a) above? 11b 

c A35% controlled entitv of a cerson described in ra\ or lhl above?lf. Yos' to a b, or c, crovide detail in Part VI. 11c 
Section B. Tvoe I Suooortina Oraanizations 

Yes No 

1 Did the directors, trustees, or membership of one or more supported organizations have the power to 

r·egularty appoint or elect at least a majority of the organiz·ation's directors or trustees at aH times during the 
tax year? ff ·rvo, • describe in P3rt VI how the supported or9anization(s) effectively operated, supervised, or 

conttol/cd the organization's actMties. Ifihe orgsni•stion had more then one, supp<Jrted organization, 

describe how the pawets to appoint and/or remove directors 01 trustees were allocated among the supported 

orgaJJ/iations andwhat conditions or restrictions. if any, applied to such powers during the tax year. 1 

2 Oid ttle organiution operate for the beoefrt of any supported organization other than the supported 

organiZation(s) that operated, supervised, o r controlled the supporting organization? If "Yes,• expta/n in 

Part VI howprovldfng such benefit carried out tho purp<Jsesof the suppartod organization(s) that operated, 

suo8fVised. orcontrolled the supporting oroanization. 2 
Section C. Tvne II Suonortina Oraanizations 

1 Wero a majority of the organization's direct0ts or trustees du1ing the tax year also a majority ot rhe directors 

or trustees of each of theorganization's supported organization(s)? If "No,· describe in Part VI how control 

or~nt of the supp<Jrtitlg or9anizatk>n was vested if'l lhe same persons that controlled or rr>Ma!Jed 

the ~pportedoraanization(si. 

Yes No 

1 
Section D. All Type Ill Sunnortino Oraanizations 

1 

2 

3 

Did the organization provide to each of its supported organiZations, by the last day of lhe fifth month of the 

organization's tax year, (!)a written notice describing the type and amount of support provided during the prior tax 

yeat. (iij a copy of the Form 990 that was most recently fUed as of the date of notilication, and (ill) oopk!s of the 

organization's governing documents in etrect on thodate of notification, to the ox1ent not previously provided? 

Were any of the organization's officers. directors, or ttVStees either (1) appointed or eleC1ed by the supported 

organizatlon(s) or (ii) se1ving on the governing body of a supported organiZation? If"No.• explain in Part VI how 
the orgllllization maintained a close and continuous working reJatlonsh1p with the supported organlzation(s). 

By reason of tho relaliot\ship closc.ribed in (2), did the organiution's supported organizations have a 

significant voice in the organization's investment policies and ndirecting the use of the organiiatiol'l's 
Income or assets at all times during the tax year? If 'Yes, ' describe In Part VI the role the otganization's 

supported organiZ1'tions played in this rena«I. 

Yes No 

1 

2 

3. . 
Sectton E. Type Ill Functionally Integrated Supporting Organizations 

1 Check tho box next to the metf>Od that the organization used to satisfy the lnregtal Part Test during the yea(see Instructions). 

a 	 D The organizallon satisfied t/\e ActivHies Test. Complete line 2 below. 

b 	 D The o rganitation ls the parent of each of as supported organizations. Complelo llne 3 b<Jlow. 

c 	 D The organization supported a governmental entity, Describe in Part VI how you supparted a government entity (see /nsttVctlonsl. 

2 Activities Tosi. Answer (a) and (b) below. 

a 	 Did substantiallyall of t/\e organ!Zallon's activities during l he tax year direcUy further \he exempt purposes of 

the supported organization(s) to which the organization was responsive? If 'Yes, ' then in Part VI identity 

those supported organizations and explain how these activities directly /urthered their exempt purposes, 

how the 0tganizalion was respans/ve to those supported organizations, and how the otganization determined 

that these activkles constituted substantially all ofits activities. 

b 	 Did the activities described In (a) constitute activities that, but tor the organization's involvement, one or more 

of theorganization's S\lpportcd organization{s) would have been engaged In? If 'Yes, • explain in Part Vl th<> 

reasons f0t the organization's position that its supported organization(s) would have engaged In these 

activities bur for the orga.n;zation's involvement. 

3 Parent of Supported OJganizations. Answer (a} and (b} below. 

a Did the organization have the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the officers, directors, or 

lsustees of each of the supported organizations? Provide details In Part Vl. 

b Did the organization exercise a substafltial degree of dlreetionover the policies, programs, and activities of each 

of Its su~~rted oroanizations? If "Yes.• describe in PartVI the role olaved bv the 0taanization In this re~rd. 

Yes No 

2.a 

2b 

3a 

3b 
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7 

59 ­ 3649371 Pa e 6 

Checl<here if lhe organization satisfied the Integral Part Test as a qualttying trust on Nov. 20, 1970 {explain In Part VJ.) Seo instructions. All 

other Tvoe Ill non·functionaav inte<irated suooortlM organizations must comolete Sections A throuQh E. 

(B) Current Year 
SectionA- Adjusted Net Income (A) Prior Year (optionaQ 

1 Net short·term caoital n:1in 1 


2 Recoveries of orlor-vear d.istlibutions 
 2 


3 Other aross income (see instructions) 
 3 


4 Add lines 1 throuoh 3 
 4 


5 f"'IAnreciation and dAnletlon 
 5 


6 Portion of operating expenses paid or incurred for p1oductlon or 


eoPectk>n of gross income or for management, conservation, or . 
maintenance of oror>ArN held for oroductlon of Income rsee Instructions) 6 

7 Other e.x:nenses tsee instructionsl 7 


8 Adlusted Net lncom& /subtract lines 5, S, end 7 from line 4) 
 8 

(B) current Year 
Section B - Minimum Assot Amount (A) Prior Year (optional) 

1 Aggregate fair mari<et value of all non-exempt'\lso assets (seo 


inswctions for short tax vear or assets held for cart of vearl: 


a Averaae monthlv val\Je of securities 
 18 


b Averana monthly cash balances 
 1b 

c Fair market value of other non-exemot-use assets 1c 


d Total fadd lines 1a. 1b and 1cl 
 1d 


e Discount claimed for blockage or other 


fact0<s lexnlain in detail in Part VI\: 


2 Acouisttion Indebtedness a.nnlicabte to non-exemot·use assets 
 2 

3 Subtract llne 2 from line 1d 
 3 


4 Gash deomed held tor exempt use. Ente< 1·112% of line 3 (for greater amount, 


see instructions) 4 

5 Net value of non·exemot-use assets <subtract nne 4 from lfne 3) 5 


6 Multiolv llne 5 bv .035 
 6 

7 Recoveries of orlor-,,,.ar distributions 
 7 

8 Minimum Asset Amount tadd line 7 to line 6) 8 

Section C - Distributable Amount current Year 

1 Adlusted net Income for prior vear (from Section A line 8. Colurm Al 1 

2 Enter 85% of line 1 2 

3 Millmum asset amount for orior vear (from Section B. line 8 Column Al 3 


4 Enter oreaterof line 2 o< line 3 
 4 


5 lncomo tax im<><>sed In nrior ye.., 
 5 


6 Distributable Amount. Subtract line 5 from line 4, unless subject to 


emeraencv tem~m~ reduction (see instructions\ 
 6 

LJ Check here ff the current year is the organization's lirst as a non-functionally integrated Type Ill supporting organization (see 
instructions . 

Schedule A (Fonrn 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 
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Schedule A /Form 990 or 990·"7\ 2017 STEP U1' FOR STUDENTS, INC , 59 - 3649371 Pane7 
..IPart V I Tvoe Ill Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supportinq Orqanizations • .. 

Section D .. Distributions Current Year 

1 Amounts oalcl to sunnorted oraanizations to accomolish cxemot ouroos1<s 

2 Amounts l)<lid to perfonn activity that d irectly furthers exempt purposes of supported 

oroanizations, in excess of income from activitv 

3 Administrative exoenses oaid to accomofish exemot ourooses of sunnortad oraanizattons 

4 Amounts oaid to acauire exemot-use assets 

5 Qualified sel·aside am0<1nts (orior IRS aporoval reauiredl 

6 Other dlstributlons (describe in Part Vil. See instructions. 

7 Total annual distributions. Add lines 1 throuoh 6. 

8 Distributions to attentive supported organizations to v1hich the organization is responsive 

<orovide deta~s in Port Vil. See lnstruc1ions, 

9 Dislnbutable amount for 2017 lrom Section C. line 6 

10 Llne 8 amount divided by line 9 amount 

Section E .. Distribution Allocations (see instruo1ions) 

(I) 

Excess Distributions 

(It) 
Underdlsttibutions 

Pre·2017 

(iii) 
Distributable 

Amount for 2017 

1 

2 

Di$hibulablc amounl for 2017 trom Section C line 6 

Underdlstributions, if any, for years prior to 2017 (reason· 

able cause reauired· exolain In Part Vil. See instructions. 

3 

• 
b 

Excess distribullons carrvover, if anv, to 2017 

From2013 

c 

d 

From2014 

From2015 - I 
e 

f 

From2016 

Total of fines 3a throuah e 

I 

I 

Q Annlled to underdistributtons of prior years ' 
h 

i 

Aoolied to 2017 distrlbut~ble amount 

ca,~ver from 2012 notannlled (see lnstructionsl - I 

i 

4 

Remainder. Subtract lines 3a. 3h. and 3i from 3f. 

Distributions for 2017 from Section 0, 
. 

a 

tine 7: s 
Annfied to uriderdistributions of orior vears ' 

b k>ofied to 2017 disttibutable amount 

c Remainder. Subtract lines 4a and 4b from 4. 

5 Remai"ling underdistributions for years prior to 2017, i1 

any. Sub1ract llnes 3g and 4a from fine 2. for result greater 

than zero, ex:plain In Part VI. See lnstrucuons. 

6 Remaining underdisttibutions for 2017. Subtract lines 3h 

and 4b flam lu1e 1. for resutt greater than zero, explain in 

7 

Part VI. See instructions. 

Excess distributions carryover to 2018. Add lines 3l 
and 4c. I 

8 Breakdown of line 7; 

• Excess from 2013 

b Excess from 2014 

c Excess from 2015 

d Excoss from 2016 

e Excess from 2017 

Schedule A (Form 99Q or 990·EZ) 2017 
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ScheduleA orm990or990·EZ 2017 STEP UP POR S'l'l1DENTS, INC. 59 - 3649371 Pa es 

art Supplemental Information. Provide the explanations required by Part II, line 10; Part II, line 17a or 17b; Part Ill, line 12: 
Part JV, Section A, lines 1, 2, 3b, 3<:, 4b, <le, 5a, 6, 9a. 9b, 9c, 11a, 11b, and 11c; Part IV, Section B, liles 1 and 2; Part IV, Section c. 
line 1; Part IV, Section D, lines 2 and 3: Part IV, Se<:Uon E, lines 1c, 2a, 2b, 3a, and 3b; Part V, llne 1; Part V, Section B, line le: Part V, 
Section D, linasS, 6, and 8; and Part V, Section E. lines 2, 5, and 6. Also complete lhis part for any additional information. 

ee instructions. 

SCHEDOLS A, PART II, LINB 10, EXPLANATION POR OTHER INCOME : 

OTHER INCOME 

2013 AMOUNT, $ 1,518. 

201 ( AMOUNT t $ 12,665. 

2015 AMOUNT: $ 7 ,046. 

2016 AMOUNT : $ 339. 

2017 AMOUNT, $ 3,990 . 

Schedule A (F0<m 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 
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PUBLIC DISCLOSURE COPY •• 

Schedule B 
(Form 990, 990-EZ, 
or 990-PF) 
0.pMmlfll or th• T~a,sury 
ltl!at(lal ~· Sotviu 

Schedule of Contributors 
... Attac.h to Form 990, Form 990-EZ, or Form 990-PF. 

,_. Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for the latest information. 2017 
Name of the organization 

STEP UP FOR STOD&NTS, INC, 

Employer identification number 

59- 3649371 

Organization type(check one): 

Fliers of: Section: 

Form 990or990·EZ LlU 501 (c)( 3 )(enter numbor) organization 

D 4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitablo trust not treated asa pllvate foundation 

D 527 political organization -

Form 990-f'F D 501 (c)(3) exempt private foundation 

D 4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust treated as a private foundation 

D 501 (c)(3) taxable private foundation 

Check if your organization is covered by the General Rule or a SP*cial Rulo. 
Note: Only a section 501 (c)(7), (8), or (10) organization can check boxes for both the General Rule and a Special Rule. See instructions. 

General Rule 

D For an organization filing Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF that recaived, during tho year, contributions totaling $5,000 or more (in money or 

property) from any one contributor. Complete Parts I and II. See Instructions for determining a contributor's total contnbutions. 

Special Rules 

LlU 	For an organization described in section 501{c)(3) fi~ng Form 990or 990-EZ that met the 33 113% support test of the regulations under 

sections 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(1)(N{v9, that checked Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ), Part II, line 13, 16a, or 16b, and that received from 

any one contributor. during the year, total cont1ibutions ol thegreater of (1) $5,000: or (2) 2"h of the amount on (i) Form 990. Part VIII. line 1 h; 

or (i~ Form 990-EZ. line 1. Complete Parts I and II. 

D 	 For an organization described in section 501(c)(7), (8), or {10) filing Form 990 or 990-EZ that received from any one contributor, during the 

year1 total contributions of more than $1,000exclusivelytor religious, charitable, scientific, literary, or educational purposes, or for 

ti1e prevention of cruelty to children or animals. Complete Parts I, II, and Ill. 

D For an organization described in section 501 (c)(7). (8), or (10) filing Form 990 or 990·EZ that received from any one contributor, during the 

year, contributions excluSNefy forreligious, charitable, etc.. purposes. but no such contributions totaled more than $1 ,000. If this box 
is checked, enter here the total contributions that v1ere received during the year for an exclusively religious, charitable, etc., 

purpose. Don' complete any of ti1e parts unless the General Rule applies to this organiz:ation because it received nonexclusr1ely 

relig'ous. charttable, etc., contributions totaling $5,00-0 or more during the year ............................................. ... $ - ------­

Caution: AA organization tltat isn~ covered by ti1e General Rule and/or the Special Rules doesn't file Schedule B (Form 990. 99<J.EZ. or 990-PF), 

but it must answer "No" Ot\ Part IV, tine 2 , of its Form 990; or check the box on tine H of its Form 990.EZ or on its Form 990.PF, Part I, lille 2, to 

certify that it doesn't meet the filing requiremeots ofSchedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF). 

LHA For Paperwork Reducti on Act Notice, see the instructions for Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF. S~hedule 8 (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF) (2017) 



Schedule B (Form 990, 990·EZ, or 990-PF) (2017) Page2 

Hame of organization Employer identification number 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC, 59-36 49371 

Part I Contributors (see instructions). Use duplicate copios ol Part I tt additional space is needed. 

(al 
No. 

(bl 
Name, address, and ZIP + 4 

- 1 

(a} 

No. 

(b) 
Name, address, and ZIP + 4 

2-- ­

(a) 

No. 

3-- ­

(b) 

Name, adch ss, and ZIP+ 4 

(a) 

No. 
(bl 

Name, adcress, and ZIP + 4 

4-- ­

(a) 

No. 

(b) 

Name, address, and ZIP + 4 

5-- ­

(a} 
No. 

(b) 

Name, addtess, and ZIP + 4 

'- ­ -

723452 11-01. 11 

23 

(c) (d) 
Total contributions Type of contribution 

Porson w 
DPayroll 

$ i&,soo,ooo. Noncash D 
(Complete Part II for 
noneash contributions.) 

(c l (d} 
Total contributions Type of contribution 

Person cu 
DPayroll 

s 29,500,000. Noncash D 
(Completo Part 11 for 
noncash contributions.) 

(c} (d) 
Total contributions Type of contribution 

Person w 
DPayroll 

s 22,000.000. Noncash D 
(Complete Part II for 
noneash contribvdo.ns.) 

(c} (d} 
Total contributions Type of contribution 

Person w 
DPayroll 

s 65,720,000. Noncash D 
(Complete Part II for 
noncash CO<ltrltn.Jtions.) 

(c) (di 
Total contribuUons Type of contribution 

Person w 
DPayroll 

s 150,450,000. Noncash D 
(Complete Part II for 
noncash contributions.) 

(c) (di 
Total contributions Type of contributio n 

Person w 
DPayroll 

$ 20 , 000,000 . Noncash D 
(Complete Part II for 
noncash contributions.} 

Schedule 8 (Form 990, 990·EZ, or 990·PF1 (2017) 
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Schedule B (Form 990. 990·EZ, or 990·PF) (2017) Page 2 

Name of organit ation Employer identificatton number 

STEP UP FOR STODE!N'l's , INC. 59 - 3649371 

Pa rt I Contributors (see instNctions). Useduplicate copies otPart I ff additional spaoe is needed. 

(•) (b) (cl (d) 
No. Name1 address1 and ZIP + 4 Total contributions Type ot contribution 

7- - ­ Per·son [TI 
DPayroll 

$ 17 , 000,000. Noncash D 
(Complete Part Ii for 
noncash contribution s.) 

l• I (b) (c) (d) 
No. Name. address. and ZJP + 4 Total contributions Type of contributi on 

8- Person [i] 
DPayroll 

$ 20 , 000,000 . NonC3$h D 
(Complete Part II for 
noncash contributions.) 

(a) (b) (c) (d) 
No. Name, .iddtess, and ZIP + 4 Total contributions Type of contrtbutlon 

9- ­ - Person cu 
DPayroll 

$ J0,000 , 000. Noncash D 
(Complete Part Ii for 
n<>neash conlribvtlons.) 

l•I (b) (c) (d) 
No . Name, acldre$s, and ZIP + 4 Total contributions Type of contribution 

10 - - ­ Person 0 
DPayroll 

$ 75,0 00 ,000 . Noneash D 
(Complete Part II for 
nor.cash contributions.) 

(a) (b) (c) (d) 
No. Name, address, and ZIP+ 4 Totar eontrtbuUona- Type of contri bution 

-- ­ Person D 
DPayroll 

$ Noncash D 
(Complete Part II for 
noncash con!Jibutions.) 

(a) (b) (c) (d) 
No. Name, address, and ZJP +4 Total contributions Type of contribution 

-- ­ Person D 
Payroll D 

$ Noncash D 
(Complote Part II for 
noncash contributions.) 

723452 11·01·17 

24 
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Schedule B (Form 990. 990·EZ, or 99<>-Pf) (2017) Page 3 
Name of organization Employer identifica tion number 

s TBP OP POR STODENTS , INC. 59-36 49371 

Part II Noncash Property (see instl\Jctions). Use duplicate copies o! Part II If addltlonal space is needed. 

(•) 
No. 

from 

Part I 

(b) 
Description of noncash property given 

-

(a) 

No. 

from 
Part I 

(b) 
Description of noncash property given 

-- ­

(a) 

No. 
from 

Part I 

(b) 
Description of noncash property given 

-- ­

(a) 

No. 

from 
P3rt I 

(b) 
Oesotiptlon of noncash property givon 

-- ­

(•) 
No. 

from 

Part I 

(b) 
Description of noncash property given 

-- ­

(a) 

No. 

from 

Part I 

(b) 
Oesctiptfon of noncash property given 

-- ­

25 


(c) 
FMV (or estimate) 

(See instructions.) 

(d) 

Date received 

$ 

(c) 

FMV (or estimate) 

(S.e instructions.) 

(d) 

Date received 

$ 

(c) 

FMV (or estimate) 

(See Instructions.) 

(d) 

Date received 

$ 

. 

(c) 

FMV (or estimote) 

(See instructions.) 

(d) 

Date received 

s 

(c) 
FMV (or estimate) 

(See Instructions.) 

(d) 

Date received 

$ 

(e) 

FMV (or estimat e) 

(See Instructions,) 

(d) 

Date roceivod 

$ 
Schedule 8 (Form 990, 990·EZ, or 99o-PF) (2017) 
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Schedule B (Form 990 , 990·EZ. or 990·PF) (2017) Pago4 

or 

Name of organ zation Employer dentiflcation number 

OP FOR STUDEN'l'S, INC , 5 9-3~49371 

Use duplicate co oios ofPart Ill ff additional so~ce is needed. 
(a) No. 
from (b) Purpose ofgift (c) Use of gift (d) Description of how gift is held 
Part I 

- ­ -

(e) Transfer of gift 

TransfereQ's name, address. and ZIP + 4 Relationship of transferor to transferee 

l~J No. 
from 
Part I 

(b) Purpose of gift (c) Use of gift (d) Description of how gift is held 

-- ­

(e) Transfer of gift 

Transforoe•s name. address. and ZIP + 4 ReletlonshJp ot transferor to transfereo 

(a) No. 
from (b) Purpose of gift (c) Use ofgift (d} Description of how gift is held 
Part I 

-- ­
(e) Transfer of gift 

Tronsferee•s narno1 address. and ZIP + 4 RelatlonshlD of transfelor to transferee 

(a) No. 
(d) Description of how gift Is heldfrom (b) Purpose of gift (c) Use of gift

Part I . 

- ­ -

(e) Transfer of g ift 

Transferee's name, adm-ess, and ZJP + 4 RelationshiD of transferor to transferee 

Schedule 8 (Form 990, 99o-EZ, or 99Q.Pf) (2017) 

Page 71
26 


102910 31 136733 77 26658 2017 .04030 STEP UP FOR STUDENTS , INC. 77266581 




SCHEDULE C Political Campaign and Lobbying Activities 
(Form 990 or 990-EZ) 

For Organizations Exempt From Income Tax Under section 501(c) and section 527 2017 
)I> Complete if the organization is described below. )I> Attach to form 990 or Form 990·EZ. 

011P<1ttmM1ot111• Troasury open to PubUc 
ti1en11 A.wenut s.,,..iu ~ Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for instructions and the latest information. Inspection 

If the organization answered "Yes,• on Form 990, Part IV, line 3, or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 46 (Political Campaign Actlvttles), then 

• Section 501(c)(3) organizations: Complete Parts ~Aand B. Do not complete Part l·C. 

• Section 501(c) (otl'ler than section 501 (c)(3)) organizations: Complete Parts l·A and C below, Do not complete Part l·B. 

• Section 527 organiZations: Complete Part l·A only. 

If the organization answered "Yes," on Form 990, Part IV, lino 4, or Form 990·EZ, Part VI, line 47 (Lobbying Activities). then 

• Section 501(c)(3) organizations that have filed Form 5768 (election u nder section 501 (h)): Complete Part ll·A. Do notcomplete Part 11-B. 
• Sectim 501(c)(3) organlzatio<1s that have NOT filed Form 5768 (election under section 501 (h)): Complete Part ll·B. Do not complete Part ll·A. 

If the organization answered •vas," on Form 990, Part JV, line 5 (Proxy Tax) (see separato instructions) or F0<m 990-EZ, PartV, lin~ 3Sc (Proxy 
Tax) (see separate inStructions), then .. 

• Section 501 c 4 • 5 . or 6 or anilations: Com lete Part Ill. 
Employer identification number 

S'l'EP UP POR STUDENtS, INC. 59 - 360371 

omp ete rf t e organization 1s exempt under section 501 c or rs a section 27 organization. 

Providea description of the organization's direct and indirect political campaign actiVitie<l in Part IV. 

2 Political campaign activity ex-pendttu1es ................ .................... ..................................................................... ... $ - -------­
3 Volun1GM hours for political campaign activities ........ ..... .................. ...... ... .. .................................. ...... ....... .. .. 

IPart 1- BI Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3). 
1 Enter lhe amount of any excise tax incurred by the organization under section 4955 ....... .......... ..................... )I> $ --------­
2 Enter the amount of any excise tax Incurred by organization manage1s under section 4955 ... ........ .. .. .. ... ._........ ... $ --.--,.----~~-
3 If the organization incurred a section 4955 tax, did tt file Form 4720 tor this yeat? .... ...................... ............................... LJ Yes LJ No 

4a Was aeo1rection made? ........................ .............................................. ...................................................................... LJ Yes LJ No 
b If 'Y...• describe In Part IV. 

IPart 1-cj complete it the organization is exempt under section S01{c), except section S01(c){3). 

1 Enterthe amount directly expended by the filing 01ganitation for section 527 exempt function activities ............ )I> $ --------­
2 Enter the amounr of the filing organization's funds contributed to other organizations for section 527 

exempt function activities ............................ ................................... .... ............... ...... ........ .............................. ... $ --------­
3 Total exempt function oxpenditures. Add llnes 1 and 2. Enter here and on Form 1120·POL. 

line 17b .... : ..................................................................... ....................... .................... ............................... ..... )I> $ --.-~--~~-
4 Did the filing organization file Form 1120·POLfor this year? ....................................................................................... LJ Yes LJ No 

s Enter tile names, addresses and employer identification number (EIN) of an section 527 political organizations to which the filing 01ganizatl0rt 
madepayments. For each organization listed, enter the amoont paid from the fUfng organization's funds. Also enter the amount of political 
contributions received that we(e promptty and directly delivered to a separate political organization, such as a separate segregated fund or a 
political action committee (PAC). II additional space is needed, provide information in Part IV. 

(a) Name (b) Address (c) EIN (d) Amount paid from (e) Amount of political 
filing organization's contributions received and 

funds. If none, enter -0-. promptly and directly 
delivered to a separate 
pof~ical organiZation. 

ff none, enter -0-. 

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instruct ions: for Form 990 or 990-·EZ. Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 

LHA 

Pllge 7227 
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ScheduleC(Form990or 990-EZ)2017 STEP (Ip FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371 Pago2

IPart Ii-A I Complete if the organization is exempt under section S01(c)(3) and filed Form 5768 (election under 
section 501 {h)). 

A Check "" CJ if the filing organization belongs to an affiliated group (and list in Part IV each affiliated group member's name, address, EIN, 

B Check ... CJ 
expenses, and share of excess lobbying expenditures) • 

if the filina oroanizatlon checked box A and ' limtted control ' c1ovisions aoclv. 

Limits on Lobbying Expenditures 
(a) Filing (b) Affiliated group 

organization's totals
(The term "expenditures• means: amounts paid or Incurred.} totals 

1a Total lobbying expend~ures to influence public opinion (grass roots lobbying) ........................ .... .. 18 ,858. 

b Total lobbying expenditures lo influence a legislative body (direct lobbying) 
4 . .............. . ..... .. . ........ 

96,14S. 

c Total lobbying expenditures (add lines 1 a and 1b) ........................................................................ llS, 003 . 

d Other exempt purpose expenditures ................ ....... ..................: ................................................. 674,488,914. 

.. Total exempt purpose expendttures (add lines 1 c and 1d) ................................................. ...... ..... 674.603,917. 

I Lobbvina nontaxable amount. Enter the amount from the followina table in both columns. 1,000,000, 

If the amount on line 1e, column (a) or (b) is: The lobbvina nontaxable amount Is: 

Notover SS00,000 20% of the amount on line 1e. 

Over SS00,000 but not over $1.000,000 $100.000 clus 15% of the excess over $500.000. 

Over $1 000.000 but not over $1,S00,000 $175,000 clus 10% or the excess over $1,000,000 

Over $1 .500.000 but not over $17.000.000 $225,000 otus 5% of the excess OVOf $1 ,500.000. 

Over$1 7.000,000 $1000000. 

g Grassroots nontaxable amount (enter 25% or fine 1Q .............. ..................................................... ;,so.ooo. 
h Subt1act line 19 from line 1a. If zero or less, ente.r-0­ ......................................... ......................... o. 
I Subtract r1r1e 1f from lin<t le. If zero or less, antor-0· ....... .................................... .......................... 0. 

' 

II the1e Is an amount other than zero on either tine 1h or line 1 i, did the organization fife Form 4720 

reporting section 4911 tax for this year? .................. . D ves D No 
4 · Year Averaging Period Under section 501(h) 

{Some organizations that made a seetion 501(h} election do not have to c;omp4ete all of the five columns below. 
See the separato instructions tor lines 2a through 2t.) 

Lobbying Expenditures During 4 · Year Averaging Period 

Calendar year 
(or fiscal year beginning in) 

2a Lobbvina nontaxable amount 

(a) 2014 

1,000,000. 

(b) 2015 

1,000, 000, 

(c) 2016 

1,000,000. 

(d) 2017 

1,000,000. 

(•)Total 

4 ,000,000. 

b Lobbying cemng amount 
(150% of line 2a, column(•)) ,,000,000. 

c Total lobbvina exoendttures SS,760 . 11,942. 66,809, 115,00J, 249 ,514 . 

i ;ooo,ooo.d Grass1001s nontaxable amount 250,000. 250,000. 250,000. 250 , 000. 

e GraSS<oots ceaing amount 
(150% of line 2d, column (e)J 1,500 , 000. 

f Grassroots lobbvino exoenditures SS, 760, 8,171, 10, 454. 18,858. 93 , 243. 

Schedule C (Form 990 or 990·EZJ 2017 
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Schedule c (Form990 or 990-EZ) 2017 STEP OP POR S'l'ODEN'l'S' INC . 	 59 - 3649371 Page3

IPart 11-B I Complete If the organization is exempt under section 501 (c)(3) and has NOT filed Form 5768 
(election under section 501 (h)). 

For each ' Yes,• respon~ on lines 1 a through 111'e/ow, provide in Pan IVa detalled description (a) (b) 

of the lobbying activity. Yes No Amount 

, CXiring the year, did the filing organization attempt to influence foreign, national, state or 

local legislation, including any attempt to lnnuence public opinion on a legislative matter 

or referendum, through the use of: 

3 Volun1eers? ........................................ ........................ ................................................................. 
b Paid staff or management {include compensallon In expenses reported on lines 1c through 10? ... 
c Media advertisements? .... ..... ...................................................................................................... 
d Mailings to members, legislators, or ihe public? ................ ........................................................... 
8 Publications, or published or broadcast statements? .. ................................................................ 
f Gtants to other organizations for lobbying purposes? ...................... ....... ..................................... 
g Direct contact with legislators, their $taffs. government officials, or a legisfative body? .................. 
h Rallies, demonstrations, seminars. conventlor\s. speeches. S&etvres, or any sfm~ar nieans? ............ 

I Other activities? ..............................................................................~... ...................................... 
j Total. Add lines 1 c through 1 i ..................................... .. . ....... ....... . .....................v••••..•••"'"''' ' "''' 

2a Did the activities in line 1 cause the organization to be not described In section S01{c)(3)? ............ 
b If •ves,• enter the amount ofany tax incurred under sectlon4912 ....................................... .. ....... 
c I! •ves,• enter the amount ofany tax incurred by organization managers under section 4912 ......... 

d If the filino oroanization incurred a section 4912 tax did it file Form 4720 for this vear? ..... .... 
!Part Ill-AI Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501 (c)(4), section 501 (c)(S), or section 

501(c)(6). 

, Were substantially all (90% ormore) dues received nondeductible by members? ................... ................................ 

2 Did theorganitation make only in-house lobbying expenditures of $2,000 or less? ......... ..... .................................. 

3 Did the oroaniz.ation aoree to ca"" over lobbvfnn and nolitical camnaino activitv e'Xnenditures from the nrfor vear? 

Yes No 

1 

2 

3 

IPart 111-B I 	Complete if t~e ?rganization is exempt un_der section 501(c)(4), section 501(c)(5), or section 
501 (c)(6) and 1f either (a) BOTH Part Ill-A, lines 1 and 2, are answered "No," OR (b) Part Ill-A, fine 3, is 
answered 11 Yes.11 

1 Dues, assess(l'lents and similar amounts from members ............... .......................................................... ... .......... , 
2 Section 162(e) nondeductible lobbying and political expenditures (do not Include amounts ol political 

expens&& for which the section 527(1) tax was paid}. 

a Current year ........ .... .............. ............................................... ............. .. .................................... ....................... ... 2a 

b Carryover from last year ....... .............................................................................. ............................................ ... 2b 

c Total 
' '' '' ' "'"""''"' " '''"'"'''"'''''""'"''"''"" """''""'" '>'''"''""'""'0~"''"" '"'""''"'''''"''' ' '' '"" '000••"""'''""""' ' "'''''H0 

2c 

3 Aggregate amount reported in section 6033(e)(1)(AJ nolices of nondeductible section 162(e) dues ........................ 3 

4 If notk:es were sent and the amount on line2c exceeds the amount on fine 3 , what portion of the excess 

doos the organization agree to carryover to the reasonable estimate of nondeductible lobbying and pofitical 

expenditure next year? ......................... ........... ............................... ..... .... ................ ....... ................................... .. 4 

5 Taxable amount of lobbvina and political expenditures rsee Instructions! .... ..... .... ......................... ............ .. 5 
JPart IV I Supplemental Information 
Provide the descriptions required for Part l·A, l!ne 1: Part l·B. line 4: Part l·C, tine 5: Part ll·A (affiliated group list): Part ll·A, i nes 1 and 2 (see 

lnslructions): and Part 11-B, line 1. Also, complete this part for any additional information. 
SCIUIDULE C, 	PART II - A 

THE EXTERNAL AFFAIRS Pl!\ECTO.R AND POLI CY DIRECTOR POR STEP OP POR STUDENTS 

PLAYED A PRO~INBN'l' ROLE IN 2018 IN TRB L£0ISLATIVB AOOPTION or 

IMPROVBMBN>rS TO THE GARDINER SCHOLARSHIP »ID TAX CRl!:DIT SCHOLARSHI P 

PROGRAMS ARD THB cRSATION OP TWO NEW SCHOLARSHIPS , ONE FOR ELEMENTARY 

STtJDBNTS wao S'l'ROGGLE IN READING AND ONE FOR STUDENTS WHO ARB VICTIMS OF 

Schedule C {Form 990 or 990·EZ) 2017 
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Schedule c (Fonn 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 STEP UP POR STUDENTS. INC. 59 - 3'49371 P~ge4

IP~rt IV I Supplemental Information (continuod) 

BULLYING, THE TWO DIRECTORS ADVISED LEGISLATIVB COMMITTBB STAPP l\ND 

LE<lISLA'l'ORS ON DIPPERENT POINTS ON Tllll BILL, THEY ALSO WORKED WITH TRE 

DIRECTOR OF ADVOCACY l\ND CIVIC ENGAGEMJ!NT TO CONh'ECT GARDINER FAMILIES AND 

T<'J< CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP FAMILIES WITH LAWMllKBRS TO SUPPORT POR THE BILLS. 

Tl!SSE LOB8YlNG EFFORTS ARB PlN!UICED BY PRIVATE PUNDRAIS!NQ AND NOT THROUGH 

EITHER THE.DIRECT APPROPRI ATION OR TAX- CREDITED CONTRIBO~IONS RECEiviD 

t711DER EACH PROGRAM , 

Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2017 
732044 11·09-17 
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SCHEDULED 
(Form 990) 

Supplemental Financial Statements OMB No. 1545-<KM7 

2017 
Oo.pattmtntot lhe Treu~ 
internal RIW1\l.141 SMVICe 

~ Complete if the organiiation a_nswered 11Yes• Of1 Form 990, 
Part IV, line 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11a, 11b, 11c, 11d, 11e, 11f, 12a, or 12b. 

Ill> Attach to Form 990. 
Go to wwwJrs. v/Form990 tor Instructions and the latest information. 

01),!>n to Public 
Inspecti on 

Name of the organfzat,ion 	 Employer identification number 
STEP UP !OR STUDENTS, INC. 	 59 - 3649371 

Part I Organizations Maintaining Donor Advised Funds or Other Similar Funds or Accounts.complete if the 
oraanization answered ' Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 6. 

1 Total number at end of year ................... ... ....................... 

(a) Donor adVised h.mds (b) Funds and other accounts 

2 Aggregate value of contributions to (during yeal) ............ 
3 Aggregate value of grants from (during yea~ .................. 
4 Agg<egate value at end of year ................. ....................... 
5 

6 

Did the organlzaOon Inform a ll donors anU Uuuu1 cu.Jvisut:s iu wtilin y llral lht1 as.ii;uts h t!IU iu donor C1Uvist:!\J runds 

are the organization's prope11y, subject to the organization's exclusive ~al control? ...... ......................... ... ...... .............. D 
Oid the organization Inform all grantees, don0<s, and donor advisors in writing that grant funds can be used only 

Yes D No 

for charitable purposes and not for the benefit of the donor or donor advisor, or for any other purpose conferring 

im ermissibje rivate benefit? .................... .. ............... H ........................................ ................................. . . ............. . .. D Yos D No 

~se(s) of conservation easement s held by the organization (chGCk all that apply). 

LJ Pr&Servation of land for publ1c use (e.9., recreation or education) D Preservation of a histori<>ally important land area 

D Protection of natural habitat D Preservation of a certified historic structure 

D Preservation of open space 
2 Complete lines 2a through 2d if the organlzatlon held a qualified conservation contribution in the form of a conservation easement on the last 

day of the tax year. 

a Total numberof conseJVation easements ............................ ..................... ................ ........ ..................... . 


b TotaJacreage restricted by conservation easements ............................. ....................... ......................... . 

c Number of conservation easements on a certified historic structure included il (a) ......... ............ .............. . 

d Number of conservation easements included In (c} acquffed after 7/25/06, and not on a historic structure 


listed in the Nat10<1al Registor ......•........................................•.................................................................. 


· Held at the Enttof the Tax Ym 

2a 
2b 

2c 

2d 

3 	 Number of conservation easements modified1 transferred, refeased, extinguished, or terminated by the organi;zation during the tax. 

year ... ------­
4 Number of states where property subject to conservation easement is located .... ------ ­


5 Docs the organization have a written policy regarding the periodic monitoring, inspecnon. handling of 


violations. and enforcement of the conservation easements It holds? .....................•.... ............................. ............ ....... D Yos D No 

6 Staff and volunteer hours devoted to monitoring, inspec~ng. handling of vlotatlMs, and enforclr>g conservation easements during the year 

.... 
7 	 Amount of expenses incurred in monitoring, inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year 


111> $ _______ _ 

s 	 Ooes each conservation &asement reported on line 2(d) above satisfy the requirements of section 170(h)(4)(8)(i) 

and section 170(h)(4)(B)0~? ............... .............................................................................................. ............................. D Yes D No 
9 In Part XIII, describehow the organization reports conservation easements in its revenue and expense statement and balance sheet, and 

include, if applicable, the text of the footnote to the organization's fi'lancial statements that describes the organization's accounting for 

conservation easements.
IPart Ill I Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets. 

Complete it the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, Ene 8. 

1a If the 0<ganization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), not to report Jn its revenue statement and balance sheet works of art. 

historical treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education. or research in furtherance of public service, provide, in Part XIII, 
the text of the footnote to its rrnanc1al statements that describes these items. 

b It the organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), to repc>rt in its revenue statement and balance sheet works of an, historical 

treasures, or othe:r similar assets held for public exhibition, education, Or re:;earch in furtherance of public service, provide the following amounts 

relating to ihese items: 

(I) 	 Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1 .................................................................................... Ill> $ - --------­

(Ii) Assets included in Form 990, Patt X .............................................................................................. ..... Ill> $ - -------­
If tho a<ganization received or hold works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets for financlal gain, provide 

the following amounts required to be reported uncle< SFAS 116 (ASC 958) relating to these ~ems: 

a Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1 .............................................. ....... .................................... Ill> S -------- ­
b Assets lnclUded in Form 990, Part X ....... .... ,., .............. _............................. . ....... .................,..... . 111> $ 

LHA For Paperwork. Reductfon At:t Notice, sae the Instructions tM Form 990. Schedul• D (Form 990) 2017 
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ScheduleO Form990 2017 STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59 - 3649371 Pa e 2 

Organizations Maintainin Collections of Art Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets(contlnued) 

3 Using the organization's acquisition, accession, and o ther records, check any of the following that are a significant use ot Its collection Items 

(check all that apply): 


a D Public exhibition d D Loan or exchange programs 


b D Scholady research e Oother 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

c D Preservation for future generations 


4 Provide a description of the organization's collections and explain how they further the organization's exempt purpose in Part XIII. 


5 DtJMg the year, did the organization solicit or receive donations of art, htstoricaf treasures, or other similar assets 

to be sold to raise funds rather than to be maintained as art of the or at'lization's colection? .. .......... D Yes D No 

Part IV Escrow and Custodial Arrangements. Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Foon 990, Part IV, llne 9, or 
reported an amount on Form 990, Part X. line 21. 

1• Is the organization an agent., trustee. custodian or olher intermediary for contributions or other assets not ~eluded 

on Form 990, Part X? ......................... ......... ...... ............................................. .................. ....... ............. ........................ D Yes l:XJ No 
b If "Yos," explain the arrangement in Part XIII and complete the following table: 

c Beginning balance ............................ ................ ........ .................. ...... ...... ............................................... 


d Additions during the year ....... ..................................... .......................................................................... 


e Distributions during the year .................................. ..... ... .......................... ....... .... .. ................................ 


Ending balance ................................................................................... .............. ...... ............ .. .. .... ............ 


Amount 
1c 36,231,019 . 

1d 99,410, 729 , 

1e 77,174,370. 

1f 58,467.378. 

2a Did the organization inctude an amount on Form 990, Part X, line 21 , for escrow Or' custodial account liebillty? LlU Yes L.J No 

b If 'Yes • exolain the arranaement in Part XIJI. Checkhere ff the exolanat1on has been orov1d' ed on PartXIll .. ...................... .. .. 
I PartV I Endowment Funds. Complete ff tho organization answered ' Yes" on Fenn 990, Part JV, line 10. 

2 Provide the estimated percentage of the current year end balance (line 19, column (a)) held as: 


a Board designated or quasi·ondowment ""' % 

b Permanent endowment ""' % 

c Temporarily restricted endowment ... % 


The percentages on lines 2a, 2b, and 2c should equal 100%. 

3a Ate there endowment funds not in th~ possession of the organization that are held and administered for the organizalion 


by: 


la\ Current vear /bl Prior vear Ict Two years back '"'Three years back 

1a Begiming ol year balance .............. ,... ... 
b Contributions ...... ...... ....... ....................... 
c Net lnvestlnent eamlngs1 gains, and losses 

d Qranls or scholarships ........................... 
e Other expenditures for facilities 

and programs ....................................... 
f Administrative expenses .................. .... 
9 Gnd O'f year bttlance ... ..... ...................... 

(•) Four years back 

(i) unrelated organizations ................. .............................................................................................................................. 


(ii) related organizations ............,... ........ ............ ...... ........ .... .... ...................................... .......................... ....................... 


b If 'Yes• on line 3a(ii). are the related organizations listed as required on Schedule R? ......................................................... ... 

4 Oescrfbe ln Part XIII the intended uses of the or anization's endo\vment funds. 

Yes No 
3a{i) 

3atil' 

3b 

Part VI Land, Buildings, and Equipment. 

Complete tt the organization answered "Yes• on Form 990 Part IV. tine 11a. See Form 990, Part X, line 10. 


Description ofproperty (a) Cost 01 other (b) Cost or othOr (c) Accumulated (d) Book value 
basis (investment) basis (other) depreciation 

1a land ... ......................................................... 

b Buildings ......................... ............ ................. 


58,625 , 36,408. 22,217. 
4, 864 ,317. 

c Leasehold improvements ........ ..... .. ............ ... 

1,,00,36, . 2,963,,48.d Equipment ................................................... 


0 Other ................................ ......... .. 


Total. Add Jines 1a throuoh 1e. (Column (d) must ""Uel Form 990, Part X. column (8), line 10cJ .................. ........... ... ~ 
 2 , 986,165, 

&hedule D (Form 990) 2017 
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Schedule 0 Form 990 2017 STEP UP FOR STUDENTS. INC . 59 - 3649 3 71 Pa e3 
Part VII Investments - Other Securities. 

Complete if the organization answered ' Yes' on Form 990. Part IV, line 11b. See Form 990, Part X fine 12 
(b) Book value (c) Method of valuation: Cost or end-of-year market value(a) Description ol securi!Y or category Ooolu•••••""• ot ••owi:rl 

(1) Financial derivatives ............................................. 

(2) Closely-held equity interests ........... ...................... 

(3) Other 

Ill\ 

(Bl 

!Cl 
(0) 

II'\ 

'"' 
'"" IHI 

Total. 1Col. lbl must eaual Form 990, Part X, col. (lll line 12.1 ... 

I Part VIII! Investments - Program Related. 

Comotete if the oroanlzatlon answered ' Yes' on Form 990, Part IV line 11c. See Form 990, Part X, JJne 13. 


(b) Book value(o) Description or investment (c) Method of valuatton: Cost or end·of·year market value 

111 

121 

131 
(4) 

(51 

(61 


m 
(81 


191 

Total (Col. (b)must eaual Form 990. Pan X. col. /Bl line 13.1 ... ' 
I Part IX I Other Assets. 


Complete tt the organization answered "Yes· on Form 990, Part JV, fine 11<1. See Form 990 Part X, line 15. 

(a) Description (b) Book value 

(1) PONDS BBLD IN TB~ST FOR STlJDE~"l'S 58,H7,378, 

121 
13) 
(4) 

(5) 

161 
(71 

(81 
(9) 

Total. (Column lhl must equal Form 990, Part x; col. (8) line 15.) .. ..... ... ....., .. ........ ......., .... .. ,... .. ...... ...... .... 58,H7, 318 , 

I Part X I Other Liabilities. 
Complete if the oraanizatlon answered 'Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, tine 11e or 111. Sec Form 990, Part X, line 25. 

(b) Book value (a) Description of Liability1. 

111 Federal income taxes 
/2} 
(3) 

14\ 
/'\\ 

(6} 

m 
(8) 


IQ\ 


Total. <Column {b) must eaual Form 990, Part X, col. (B) line 25.) ... ........... ... 

2. UabUity for uncertah tax positions. In Parl Xlll, provide the text of the footnote lo the organization's financial statements that repons the 

organization's tiabi!i!y for uncertain tax positions under FlN 48 (ASC 740). Check here tt the text of the footnote has been provided in Part XIII !TI 
Schedule D (Form 990) 2017 
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ScheduleD Form9QO 2017 STEP UP FOR STODRN'rS, INC, 59 - 3649371 Pa e 4 
Part XI Reconciliation of Revenue per Audited Financial Statements With Revenue per Retum. 

Complete if the organization answered ' Yes' on Form 990, Part IV, line 12a. 

708,029,489 .1 Total revenue, gains, aria othersuppott per audited fin~ncial s tatements ........ ................................................ . 

2 Amounts included on line 1 but not°" Form 000, Part VIII, line 12: 

a Net unrealized gains ~osses) on investments . .. . . ... . ..... ...... .. .. .... ... . ... ........ .... .. .. .• i-=2a=-,1---------1 

b Donated services and use of facmtles .... ..................... ................... ........ .............. ,_.2b=-+-----3_6s_.c.J_o_s-1. 


c Recoveries of prior year grants .......... ............................................. .................... t-2_c-+--------t 


d Other (Describe In Part XIII.) ........................... .... ............................................... '-'2"'<1'-'---------1 

e Add lines 2a through 2d ...................................................................... ... ............................ ..... .... . .. .... ........... t-2_e-+_____3_6s_....3_o_s_. 


3 Subtract line 2e from line 1 ........................... ................................. ............................... ...... ... .......................... l-3~1---7_07..:.__-'''-1_8_4.;,
_ • 661 . 
4 Amounts included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12. but not on line 1: 

_ la Investment expenses not included on Form 9901 Part VIII, li'le 7b ... ......... ........... lt-4_a_l-______-I 


b Otller(Deseribe In Pa.rt XIII.) ............. ................................. ................................ '--'4b"--'--------1 

c Add lines 4a and 4b ................................................ ............. ..................... .................. .. ................ ................. 4c 0 . 
5 Totalrevenue.Addlines3and4c.(Thismustequa/Form990 Part/ line 12.) .. . ... .. .. .. . ... .. .•. ............. ... 5 707,661,184. 

I Part XII I Reconciliation of Expenses per Audited Financial Statements With Expenses per Retum. 
Complete if the organization answered "Yes' on Form 990. Pan IV, line 12a. 

Total expenses and losses per audtted financial statements ................................ .............. ................................ 1-1
.:-1-___ _ , 912 '614..:._ _ -''-2_2_2.;.. 
2 Amounts included on tine 1 but not on Form 990, Part IX, line 25: 

a Donated services and use of facilities ................ .... .. .. .... ...... ......... .................. .... t-2_a-+-____ ~ _
l_6_8 ,_Jo_s-t. 
b Prior year adjustments ............... ..................................... .. . .................. .............. i-:2b=-+---------1 


c othCflosses .... ...... ............... ... ...... ....................................... ................... .......... ,_.2'-'c-+--------1 

d Other (Describe in Pan XIII.) ...... ..... ... ... ........... ...................... ................. ...... .. ... ~2_d~--------t 


., Add Unes 20 through 2d ................ ..................................... .... .. ........................................... , ....., .................... t-"2~•+----- o_s_.
36_8-'''-3-
3 Subtract line 2e from line 1 .... ............................... ...... ........... ...................................... ................ .................... t-'3~f---G_7_4-'-,_60'-3"'..:.9..:.l.;.7.:.. 
4 Amounts included on Form 990, Part IX. tine 25, but not on llie 1: 

a Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 7b ........................ ,_4l _a_,._1________, 

b Other (Describe in Part XIII.) ...................... ... ....................... ............ .................. ._4"'b'-'---------t 

c Add tines 4" and 4b ....... ,,...................... ...... ............ .... ........... .... .. .. .... ................... ...... ........... ............ ........... 4c 
 o. 

5 Totalexoenses. Add lines 3 and 4c. rThismusr ~ualForm990, Part/, line 18.) ................................................ t-5-11---::6-=~-.6.,.0,..,3,...,-9-1-7.1.,.
I Part Xlll l Supplemental Information. 

Provide the descriptions required for Part II, lines 3, 5. and 9 : Part Ill, lines 1a and 4; Part IV, lines 1b and 2b: Part V, line 4; Part X. line 2: Patt XI, 

lines 2d and 4b: and Part XII, lines 2d and 4b. Also complete this part to provide any additional information. 


PART IV, LI NE 2B• 

IN JUNE 2014, LEGISLATION CREJl'l'ING SCHOLARSHIPS POR SPECIAL NEEDS CHILDREN 

WAS SI GNED INTO LAW IN FLORI DA. A GARDINER SCHOLARSHIP ACCOUNT IS 

ESTABLISHED FOR EACH CHILO THAT IS AWARO&D A SPECIAL N&ROS SCHOLARSHIP. 

PARE:NTS USS THIS MONEY TO PERSONALIZE Tll.2 EDUCATION OP THEIR CHILDRl!N WITH 

UNIQUE ABILITIRS BY DIRECTING MONEY TOWARDS A COMBINATION OF PROGRAMS ANO 

STATE APPROVED PROVrDERS, THESE INCLUDE SCHOOLS , THERAPISTS, SPECIALISTS, 

Cl l\.RICULUM /IND TECliNOLOO~ ANO COLLEGE SAVINGS ACCOUNTS, 

DURING THE YEARS !lNOED JUNE 30, ~018 l\ND 2017, STEP UP FOR STUDENTS 

OISTRIBOTEO APPROXIMATELY $77.l MILLION AND $60.7 MILLION, LEAVING A 

BALANCE OF APPROXIMA'l'ELY $58.4 MILLION AND $36,2 MILLION RESPEC'l'IVELY, 

Schedule 0 (Form 990) 2017 
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INC. 59-3649371 Pa eS 

WHICH IS RECORDED IN THE CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS 

BOTB AN ASSET AND A !.IA.BILITY. STEP tlP FOR STUDENTS rs ACTING AS AN AGENT 

FOR THIS PROGRAM , THEREFORE , THERE ARE NO REVENUES AND &XPENS&S REPORTED 

ON '.ttU:: S''l'.A'i'i:!.Mt:.N'i" u t-• AC.'1'lVITIB$ !"OR SCHOLARSHIP ~OS RECBIVBD ANO 

DISTRIBUTED PROM THE STATE OF P!.ORIDA, 

PART X, LINE 2' 

STEP tlP FOR STUDENTS IS EXEMPT ?ROM PEDERA!. INCOME TAXRS ONCER SECTION 

S0l(C) ( 3 ) OP Tl!B INTERNAL REVENtlE CODE AND PROM STATE INCOME TAXES UNDER 

SI MILAR PROVISIONS OF THB FLORIDA STATUTES. J\CCOROINGLY , NO PROVISION FOR 

FEDERAL ANO S'l'ATE INCOME TAXES HAS BEEN RECORD&O IN TH.E FINANCIAL 

STATEllENTS . STEP UP POR STUDENTS HAS M.\DE AN ELECTION UNDER SECTION 

50l(H ) O? THB INTBRNA!. REVENUE CODE , WHICH PERMITS CERTAIN ELIGIBLE 

50l(C)(3l ORGANIZATIONS TO !!AK.£ LI MITRD EXPENDITURES TO INPLU£NCE 

LEGISLATION. STEP OP FOR STUDENTS WOULD BE SOBJBCT TO AN EXCISE TAX IP IT 

SPENDS NORE THAN Tlf& AMOUNTS PERMITTED. SUCH LIMITS HAVE NOT BBEN 

EXCEEDED, 

THE ALABAMA OPPORTUNITY SCliOLARSHIP FOND IS A DISREGARDED ENTITY !'OR 

FEDERA!. AND STATE INCOME TAX PURPOSES AND Tl!BRBPORB, Rl!PORTS ALL P&DERAL 

AND STATE TAX INFORMATION THROUGH STBP UP FOR STOORNTS. ACCORDINGLX, NO 

PROVISION FOR FEDERAL A..~D STATE I NCOME TAXES llJ\S BEEN RECORDED IN THE 

ACCOMPANYI NG CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL SThTEMJ!NTS . 

STEP OP FOR STUDENTS ?O!.LOWS ACCOUNTI NG STANOAl\DS RELATING 'l'O ACCO!INTINO 

FOR UNCERrAI NTY IN INCOME TAXES. MANAGEMENT ASSESSED WllETH.ER THERE WERE 

ANY UNCERTAIN TAX POSITIONS WHICH MAY GIVE RISE TO UICOME TAX LIABILITIES 

ANO DETERMINED THAT THERE WE.RE NO SUCH !'.ATTBRS REQOIRING RECOGNITION W 

Scheclule D (Form 990) 2017 
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STEP UP POR STUDENTS , INC. 59 - 3649371 Pa e 5 

THE COllSOLID>.'l'ED F?N>.NCI AL STATEMENTS, GENRRALLY , STEP UP POR STUDENTS IS 

NO LONOBR SUBJECT TO U.S. FEDERAL OR STATS I NCOM& TAX SXlll<lliATIONS BY TAX 

AOTHORITIES POR YBJ\RS BEFORE JUNE 30, 2015 . 

Schedule D (Form 990) 2017 
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1 

OMB No, 154.$-0047SCHEDULE I Grants and Other Assistance to Organizations, 
(Form 9001 Governments, and Individuals in the United States 2017Complete if the organization answered 11Yes11 on Fonn 990, Part IV1 line 21or22. 

... Attach to Form 990. Open to Publlc0•~1 (IC tt\f Tr..•"'>' 
lni.tMl Rev~• ·SWY'tee Inspection.... Go to www.ir>.90v/Form990 for the latest information. 

Name of Ille organization Employer ldentlflcat lon number 
STRP UP FOR STOOENTS , INC. 59 - 3649371 

Part I General Information on Grants and Assistance 

Ooos the organtta(t0n maintain records to substantiate the amount of the grants or assistance, the grantees' eligibility for the .grants or assistance, and the setection 

[[]Yes Q No 

Grants and Other Assistance to Domestic Organizations and Domest ic Governments. Complete if the organization answered ' Yes• on Form 990, Part IV. line 21 , for any 

recioient that received more than $5.000. Part II can be duollcated if additional snoce is needed. 

1 (•I Natne and address of organization (b) EIN 
or government 

{c) IRC section 
(if applicable) 

(d) Amount ol 
cash grant 

{el Amount or 
non-cash 

assistance 

\0 Metnuu or 
valuation (book, 
FMV, appraisal, 

other) 

(g) Desc~ption of 
noncash assistance 

(h) Purpose of grant 
or assistance 

. 

2 Enter total number of section 501(c)(3) and government organizatt0ns bste<I m the tine 1 table .......... ......... ............ ...... ...... .......................... ........................ ............... ,... 

3 Enter total number of other organizationsUsted in the tine 1 table .... .................. ... ...................... .,. . ., ... ,,.,, ....... ,, . ... .,.. ........,. ... .,... .................................... ... 
LHA For Paperworl< Reduction Act Nolie&, see the Instructions f0< Form 990. Schedule I (Form 990) (2017) 

37 
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59-3649371 Pa e 2 
Part Ill Grants and Other Assistance to Domestic Individ uals. Complete if the organization answered "Yes· on Form 990, Part 111, llne 22. 

Part Ill can be dupllcate<J if additional space is neede<J. 

(a) Type of grant or assistance (bl Numl>eror 
recipients 

(c) Amount ot 
cash grant 

( d) Amount ofnon· 
cash assistance 

(el Method of valuation 
(book. FMV. appraisal. other} 

(f} Description of nOncash asslstance 

PLO!UDll TllX CREOIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 106548 641,591,2< 9. 0 . 

ALABAMA OPPORTllNlTY SCROLARSRIP 1590 9,387,814, 0, 

I Part IV I SuMlemenlal lnformatlon. Provide the information ronuirod in Part I, line 2: Part Ill, column lb\; and anv other additional information. 

PAAT I, LINE 2' 

STF!P UP FOR STUDENTS RECEIVES G.tlANTS TO f'UND PROJECTS AND INITIATIVBS TO 

BMPOWSR THE FAMILIES OF OOR STUDENTS. THE GAANT EXPENSES ARE TRACKBD BY 

PROJECT CODE FOR SJ\SE OP t\EPORTING TO OUR GRANTORS, IF APPLICAllL&. 

38 Schedule I (Form 990) (2017) 
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SCHEDULE J Compensation Information OMS No. 1$4S..00d7 

(Form 990) 

0•por1mtf'll of lhe TtfU.\llY 
lniern~ A9"'rr.1• Stf'Vlla 

For certain Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Emptoyees, and Highest 
Compensated Employees 

... Complete If the organlzatio• answered "Yes• on Form 990, Part IV, lihe 23. 
...Attach to Form 990. 

""" Go to www.lrs.aov/Form990 lor Instructions and the latest information. 

2017 
Open to Public 

Inspection 
Name of the organization IEmployer identification number 

STeP OP FOR STUDENTS , INC. 59 - 364j37l 
I Part I I Questions Regarding Compensation 

Yes No 
1a 	 Check tho appropriate box(es) if the 0<ganlzation provided any oft.he foRowing to or for a person listed on Form 990. 

Part VII, Section A line 1a. Complete Part Ill to proliide any relevant Information regarding these Items. 
D First·class or charter travel 0 Housing allowance or residence for personal use 

0 Travel for companions 0 Payments for business use ofpersonal residence 
0 Tax indemnif1Cation and grOSS'\JP payments • D Health or soeial club dues or inttlatlon tees 
D Olscretionary s,pEmding account 	 D Personal services (such as. maid, chauffeur, chef) 

b 	 If any of the boxes on line 1a are checked. did the organization follow a written policy tegarding payment or 


reimbursement or pfovision of all of the expenses described above? If •No,• complete Part Ill to explali. ... ............................. 
 1b
t--lt--lt- ­

2 	 Did the organization require substantiation prior to reimbursing or allowing expenses incurred by all directors, 

trustees, and officers. including the CEO/Executive Director.1egarding the Items checked on Gne 1a? .................... .. .............. 1-2=-+--1-­

3 	 lndk:ate which, ff any, of the following the filing organiuitton used to establ!sh the compensation of the organJiatlon's 

CEO/Executive Direclor. Check all that apply. Do not check any boxes for methods used by a related organization to 
estabish compensation of the CEO/Executive Director, but explain In Part Ill. 

(]] Compensation committee D Written empk>yment contract 
[iLJ Independent compensation consultant [iLJ Compensation survey or study 

[iLJ Form 990 of other organizations CiLl Approval by the board or compensation committee 

4 	 During the year. did any person listed on Form 990, Part VII. Section A, line la, with respect to the filing 

organization or a related organization: 

a Receive a severance payment or cnange-of·control payment? ................. .. ......................................................... ...... ........... 4a X 

b Particip;it~ in, or recoive payment from, a supplemental nonqucdifled retirement plan? .......................... ................................. 4b x 

c Partic1pate in, or receive payment from, an cqurty-Oascd compensation arrangen1ent?.......... ............ .... -................................ 4c x 
If "Yes' to any of lines 4a·c, list the persons and provide the applicable amounts for each item in Part Ill. 

Only section 501(c)(3), 501(c)(4), and 501(c){29) organizations must complete lines 5-9. 
s For persons listed on Form 990, PartVll, Section A line 1a, did the organluitlon pay or accrue any compensation 

contingent on the revenues of: 
a The organization? ....................................................... ........................................... .............................. .. ... ................ .......... Sa x 

b Any related organization? .. ......................................... ........................................................................................................ Sb X 
If "Yes"on line Sa or Sb, describe in Part Ill. 

6 For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A line 1 a, did tho organization pay or accrue any compensation 

contingent on the net earnings of: 

a The organization? ....... .......... . ..... ........................ . .. .. . ........... .... .. ,. ... . ..... ................ ......... ........ ....... .... .. .... ........................... . 6a x 
b My related organization? ...................................... .. ............................... ............................... ............................................ . 6b x 

It "Yes" on line 6a or 6b, describe in Part Ill. 

7 For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, did the organization provide any nonftxed payments 

nor described on Imes Sand 67 lf ' Yes." describo in Part 111 ............................................................. .......... ........................... . 7 x 
8 Were any amounts reported on Form 990, Part Vil, paid or accrued pursuant to a contract that was subject to the 

initial contract exception described in Regulations section 53A958-4(a)(3)? II "Yes.' describe in Part Ill .... ........................... .. 8 x 
9 If "Yes' on line 8, did the organization also follow the rebunable presumpdon procedure described in 

Reaulations section 53A958-6fcl? ... • ... ... ... ...... . ... .... ... • . • • .. • • .. . .. . . ...... 9 
LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Forrn 990. 	 Schedule J (Form 990) 2017 
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Schedule J Form 990 2017 STEP OP POR STODBNTS, INC. 59 - 3649371 Pa e2 
Port II Officers, Directors, Trustoos, Key Employees, and HlgheS1 Compensated Employees.Use duplicate copies if additional space is needed. 

For each individual whose compensation must be reported on Schedule J, report compensation from the organization on row(~ and from related organizations, described In the Instructions, on row (i~. 


Donot list any individuals that aren~ fisted on f'orm 990, Part VII. 


Note: The sum of columns (B)(i}{ii~ for eoch listed individual must equal the total a.mount of Form 990, Part VTI, Section A, line la, appficable column (D) arid (E) amounts for that individual. 


(Bl Breakdown of W·2 and/or 1099·MISC compensation (Cl Retirement arid (0) Nontaxable (El Total of columns (F) Compensation 
other deferred ben0fits (B)(i)-(0) In cok1mn (B) 

(A) Name and Title 
(i) Base (ii) Bonus& (Iii) Other compensation reported as defen·ed 

compensation incentive reportable 
on prior Form 990 

compensation compensation 

(l) 0000 TUTHILL (i) 282,023. o. o. 13 ,408. 12. 745, 308,176. o. 
PRESIDENT, Slll'S Iii) o. o. o. o. 0. o. 0. 
(2) ANNE WHITE (i) 160,343. o. o. 8,973. 12.070. 181, l86. o. 
COO, SUl'S (iil 0. 0. 0 . 0 . 0. o. 0, 
(3) JOE PFOUNTZ (ii 188,881. o. o. 8,576. 12,745. H0,202 . o. 
TREAS «. CFO, SUI'S Iii' o. o. o. o. o. o. 0. 
(4) SCOTT MASSer (i) 152,702. 0 . o. 8,581. 20,783. 182.066. o. 
CIO, SOFS (ii' o. o. o. 0. 0. o. o. 
(S) 1'1.ISSA R.\.Nl>~LL (i) 152,272. 0 . o. 8, 301 . 6,489. 167,068. 0. 
VP MARKS:Tl.NG ~ EVEW?S, SOFS Ii o. 0. o. o. 0. 0 . o. 
( 6) JONATllAN BECJ<l'.AM (i) 134,623 . 0 . 0. 7 . 73l. 20.183 . 163, 139. o. 
VP INNOVATION ii o. o. o. o. o. o. o. 
( 7) CAROL THOMAS (I) 136,959. 0. 0. 7,652 . 13,892. 158,503 . o. 
VP STUDENT LEARNING ii 0. ii. 0 , o. 0. o. o. 
(8) Gii'/\ I.YNCR (i) 131,HO. 0. 0. 7,290, 12,431. 151, 181. o. 
VJ> OPl!RA'J'IONS iil o. o. o. 0. 0. 0. 0 . 

(i) 

Ill 
(i) 

iil 

(i) 

I (Ii) 

(I) 

Ill 
(I) 

Iii 

(i) 
l(U) 

(i) 
1111) 

(I) 

iii 

Schedule J (Form 990) 2017 
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Schedule J orm 990 2017 STEP UP FOR STUDENTS' INC. 59- 3649371 
 Pa e 3 
Part Ill Supplemental Information 

Provide the information, explanation, or descriptions required for Part I. lines 1a. 1b, 3. 4a, 4b, 4c, Sa. Sb. 6a, 6b, 7, and 8, and fo• Part II. Also complete this. part forany additional information. 

Schedule J (Form 990) 2017 
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SCHEDULE 0 
{Form 990 or 990-EZ) 

Otp.lrtmtl\t OI 111• TrN3'1)1 
lnlemal ~tvtnue SeMc• 

Supplemental Information to Form 990 or 990-EZ 
Complete to provide information for responses to sp&cific questions on 2017Form 990or 990-EZ or to provide any addltlonal Information • 


... Attach t o Form 990 or 990-EZ. 
 Open to Public 
Go to www.jrs. v/Form990 for the latest information. Ins octlon 

Name of the organization Employer ldentlticatlon number 
STSP OP POR STUDENTS, INC . 59 - 360371 

FORM 990, PART I , LI NE 1 , DESCRIPTION OF ORGANI ZATION MISSION , 

OPTIONS POR THEIR CHILDREN , 

FORM 990, P>.RT III , LINE l, DESCRI PTI ON OP ORGANIZJ>.TION MI SSI ON , 

EQllA.L OPPOR'l'UNITY. 

FORM 99 0, PART TII, LI NE 2, NEW PROGRAM SERVICES ' 

STEP OP ?OR S'l'UDENTS HAS CONTRACTED WI TH 6MPOWSR ILLINOIS , AN APPROVED 

50l ( C}3, SCHOLARSHI P GRANTING ORGANI ZATION (SGOI I N THE STATE OP 

I LLINOIS, THAT ADMINISTERS THE ILLINOIS INVEST IN KIDS SCHOLARSHIP 

PROGRAM. SINCE N<)VBMBER 2017 , STEP UP FOR STUDENTS HAS PROVIDED 

SCHOLARSHU AD!<IN1STRATION SERVICES POR EMPOWER I LLINOIS , BOTH IN- HOUSE 

i\ND THROUGH A TllI IUl- PARTY PARTNRR , TADS, THE ILLINOIS INVEST IN KIDS 

SCHOLARSHH PROGRAM IS A TAX CREDIT PROGRAM. EMPOWER IL!.INOIS IS 

ALLOWED TO OSE OP TO St OP TH2 CONTRl BOTIONS COLLECTED TO ADMINISTER 

THE SCHOLl\RSHIP PROGRAM , M.'D STEP UP P'Ol\ STUDENTS IS COMP6NS1'TED POR 

I TS WORK BY EMPOWER I LLINOIS VI A THOSE ADMINISTRATIVE PUNDS . 

FORM 99 0 , PART I I I , LI NE 4A , PROGRAM SERVICE ACCOMPLISl!MIDITS , 

OP TO $750 I N TRANSPORTATION COSTS TO ATTEND AN OUT-OF- DI STRICT PUBLIC 

SCMOOL. srncB ITS CREATION. THE FLORI DA TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRA.~ 

HAS AWARDED 686 , 257 SCHOLARSH I PS . FOR 2018- 1 9 , THE AVERAGE I NCOME FOR 

PARTICI PAllTS WAS 9 , 6t ABOVE THg FHDERAL POVERTY GUI DELINES, AND 5St OP 

THE S'l'UDHNTS WERE FROM SlNGLE- PARl!>n' HOUSEHOLDS. 

STANDARDIZED TEST SCOIUlS RELEASED IN AOGOST 2017 SF.OWED TltAT 

LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990~EZ.. Schedule 0 (Form 990 or 990-EZ} (2017} 
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Schodule 0 Form 990 or 990- Pa e2 

Name of tl\e organization Employer identification number 
STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC, 59-36,9371 

SCHOLARSHIP S~ENTS WERE ACHIEVING THE SAME GAINS IN READING AND M/\TH 

AS STUDENTS OP 11.LL INCOME LEVEL-S NATIONALLY. BY LAW, SCHOLARSli:IP 

RECIPIENTS EVERY YEAR MUST TAKE A NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED NORM-REFERENCED 

TEST APPROVED BY THt STATE AND MOST TAKE THE WELL- REGARDED STANFORD 

ACHIEVEMENT 'l'EST. Till! RESULTS REPORTED IN 2017 TRACKED CLOSELY WITH 

RESULTS IN PRIOR 'fl!ARS ANI> THE RESEARCHER !SStre.D TWO KEY FINDit:GS : 

- STUDENTS WHO CHOSE THE SCHOLARSHIP Wl!RE l\l>!ONG THE POOREST AND 

LOWEST-PERFORMING STtlDP.NTS PROM THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS THEY LEFT BEHIND. 

- THESE SAME STUDEm'S ACHIEVBD GAINS IN REAPING AND MATH THAT WSRE THE 

SAME AS ALL STUDENTS NATIONALLY, REGARDLESS OP INCOME LEVEL. 

FOR THE l3TH TIME, STBP tn> FOR STllDENTS WAS /\WARD!!D TllB COVETED 

FOUR- STAR RATING BY CHARITY NAVIGATOR FOR PlNl\NCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY AND 

TRANSPARLlNCY. IN DTHER PUBLISHED NATI ONAL RANXINGS OP NONPROFITS , STEP 

UP RAS BBEN RANKED 24TH BY FORBES AND 48TH BY TBS CHRONICLE OP 

PHJLANTHROPY . 

FORM 990, PART III, LINE 4C, PROG!\AM SSRVICE /\CCOMl'LISlll!BNTS, 

DATA AND IN THE FALL OP 2017, TflE Daal\N INSTITUTB RELEASED A REPORT 

FINDING 'l'JIAT STtlDIDITS ON THS SCHOLARSHIP AT LEAST THREE YBARS ARE 'O 

PERCeNT MORB LIKELY TRAN THEIR COUNTERPARTS I N PtTllLIC SCHOOLS TO ATTEND 

COLLEGE, 

POR)! 990, PART Ill, LINE 4D, OTHER PROGRAM SERVICES: 

THE GARDI~ER SCHOLARSRIP ACCOUNT PROGRAM , $3,?.34,009 

I N 2017-18 , STEP UP ALSO ADMINISTERED A STATEWIDE SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE 

TO SPECIAL- NEEDS ST~OSNTS WITH ONE OF TEN SPBCIFIC DISABILITIES 1 

AUTISM, CEREBRAL PALSY. DOWN SYNDROME , eHELAN-MCDBRMID SirnDROME, 

732?12 00.01.11 Scheclule 0 (Form 990 or 990·EZI (2017) 
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Schedule 0 Form 990 or 990-EZ 2017 Pa e2 
Name of the organization Employer ldeotificO:tion number 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59 - 360371 

PR.ADF.R-WJLLI SYNDROME 1 SPINA BIPIOA 1 WILLIAMS SYNDROMB 
1 

INTBLLECTUAL 

DI SABILITY (SEVBRB COGNITIVB IMPAIRMENT), MUSCO!.AR DYSTROPHY. DEAF, 

VISUALLY IMPAIRED, OR DOAL SENSORY 1MPAIRSD, HOSPITAL HOMEBOUND, BRAIN 

INJURY OR "HIGH RISK". CHILDR$N IN KINDERGARTEN. FOR THE 2017-18 SCHOOL 

YEAR, 1'HE PROGRAM SERVED 9,601 STO'DENTS WHO RECEIVED SCHOLARSHIPS WORTH 

AN AVERAGE OF $10 ,27 9 EACH. THE PROGRAM EMPOWERS FAMILIES TO CHOOSE THE 

EDUCATIONAL SERVICES THAT BEST MEET THE NEEDS OF THEIR STUDENT, AND THE 

MONEY CAN BE FOR SCHOOLS. THERAPISTS, SPECIALISTS, CURRICULUM 

TECHNOLOGY, OR A COLLEGE SAVINGS ACCOUNT. 

SCHOOL O&VSLOPMENT AND STUDENT LEARNL~G, $1 ,893,947 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS IS HELPING STRENGTHEN THE PROGRAM'S PARTNERSHIP 

SCHOOLS BY Ol'l'ERING ~REB noFESStOtlAJ, DEVELOP!fEN'l' 'l'llROUGH STEP UP . s 

OFFICE Of STUDENT LEARNING. THIS O&PARTMl!NT 'S LARGEST l.NITlATI\18, 

SUCCESS ~ARTN2RS, lS JI PMF2SSIONAL DBVELOPME~'T PROGRAM DESIGNED TO 

CREATE CLOSER RELATIONSHIPS PETWEEN PARENTS TEACHERS AND 

ADMINISTRATORS AND STUDENTS. THE INITIATIVE IS BASED ON THE BENEFITS OF 

STRENGl!'HENING THE FAMILY- SCHOOL PARTNERSliIP POR TH2 WELL-BEING OF THE 

CHILD. SCHOOLS THAT WORK CLOSELY WITH PARENTS OFTEN RAVE HIGH STUDENT 

ACHIEVEMENT AND OOA.LITY PROGRAMS. TKE ClU'STONE OF SUCCESS PARTNERS 

NETWORK IS A PARENT- SCHOOL PARTNERSHIP PLAN, DBSIGNBO TO GIVE TEACHERS , 

FAMILIES AND STUDENTS A WAY TO UTILIZE THE FLORlDA STATB STANDARDS . 

WITH THE COMPACT, llACH PARTY AGREES TO SUPPORT ONE ANCTii.ER POR THE 

SDCC5SS OP THE STUDENT. THB STANDARDS ARE A ,NATIONAL INITIATIVE OP 

UllIFORM AC1'1ll!.MIC BENCHMARKS ADOPTED IN 45 STATES FOR GRADES 

KINDERGARTEN THROUGH 12 TO E:llSURE THAT STUDENTS ARE READY FOR CAREERS 

AND COLLEGE. THE TEACHING AND LEARNING EXCl!ANGE ALSO PROVIDES ALL 

PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS WITH THE FOLLOWING CUSTOM FUNCTIONS, GRADE BOOK, 

Schedule 0 (F0<m 990 0< 990-EZ) (20171 
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Schedule 0 Fonn 990 Of 990· Pa e 2 
Name of the organization Employer identification number 

STEP OP POR STUDENTS. INC. 59-3649371 

ATTENDANCE, LESSON AND !1NIT PLANS. REPORT CARD, AND PARENT PORTAL . IN 

ADOITION, STRP OP FOR STUDENTS HAS DIWELOPEO A. MAST.SR t.EAOERSHI P 

ACADEMY MUCH IS FOCUSED ON SUPPORTING SCHOOL LBA!>SRS 'l'O BECOME DATA 

DRIVEN DECISION MAKERS IN ALL .il.SPECTS OP EDOCATIONAI. PONCTIONS, 

ILLINOIS INVEST IN RIDS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM, $766,733 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS HAS CONTRACTED WITH EMPOWER ILLINOIS, AN APPROVED 

SOl(C)(J), SCHOLARSH IP GRANTING ORGANIZATI ON (SGO) IN THE STATE OF 

ILLINOIS, TH/IT ADMINISTERS THE ILLINOIS INVEST IN KIDS SCHOLARSHIP 

PROGRAM, A TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM, SINCE NOVEMBER 2017, STEP 

UP FOR STUDENTS HAS PROVIDED SCHOLARSHlP "DMl~tSTAATIO~ SERVICES POR. 

EMPOWER ILLINOIS, BOTO IN- HOUSE AND THROUGH A THIRD-PARTY PARTNER . 

EMPOWER ILLLNOIS CAN SOI.ICU AND Rl!CElVE CORPORATE AND INDIVIDUAL 

CONTRIB!1TIONS THAT ARE ENTITLED '1'0 A 1 S\ STATE TAX CREDIT OP CCRPORATE 

AND INDIVIDUAi. STATS lNCOllS TAX. THOSE CONTRIBUTIONS, IN TORN MOST BE 

SPENT TO PROVIDE SCHOI.ARSHIPS 'l'O LOW INCOME ILLrNOIS SCHOOt. CHII.DREN IN 

COMPLIANCE WITH THE INVEST IN KIDS ACT, FOR THE 2018-2019 SCHOO!. YEAR, 

QUAI.IFIED STUDENTS REcEIVEO SCHOLARSHIPS OP OP TO $12,973 , OR FOR 

INDIVIDUAL DISABILITY EDOCATION ACT STUDENTS, UP 'I<l $15,946 , TO ATTEND 

A PARTICUATING PRIVATE SCHOOL WITHIN THR STATE OF ILLINOIS, 

SCHOLARSHIPS ARE EXPENDED WHEN A STUDENT ATTENDS A PARTCIPATINQ SCHOOL, 

BM.POWER ILLINOIS IS ALLOWJ?O TO use OP ro S:\ OF THE CONTRrBUTIONS 

COLLECTED TO ADMINISTER THE SCROLARSBlP PROGRAM, AND STEP UP FOR 

STOOENTS IS COMPENSATED FOR ITS WORK BY EMPOWER ILLINOIS VIA THOSE 

AO!UNlSTRATIVE PONDS . 

ADVOCACY ANO CIVIC tNGAGEMENT< $472,526 

l\DVOCACY AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT, THROUGH THE FLOR!l)l\ PARKNT NRTWORK, 

732212 09.07·17 Schedul& O (Form 990 or 990· EZ) (2017) 
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Schedule O Form 990 or 990­ 2017 Pa e 2 
Name of the organizaUoo Employer identification number 

STEP OP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371 

ORGANIZES PARENTS AND SOPPORTRRS WHO BELIBVE CHILDREN SHOULD B! 

EDUCATED BASED ON HOW THEY LEARN, RATHER THAN WIU1R.E 'l'llEY LI\ll!. THIS 

INCLUDES PARENTS WHO UTILIZE SCHOLARSHIPS AS WELL AS CllARTER, ~.AONET, 

HOMS AND VIRTUAL SCHOOLS. 'l'HE FLORIDA PARENT NE1WORK EDUCATES, INPORMS 

AND TRAINS PARENTS TO BE ADVOCATES AND SUPPORTERS FOR THE PROTECTION 

AND SXPANSION OF CHOICE OPPORTUNITIES . ADVOCACY AND CIVIC ENGAGE.HEN'!' 

PROVIO!S TRSSE SSRV1ces TO PARENTS OF CHILDREN PARTICIPATING IN 

PROGRAMS ADMINISTERED BY THE ORGANIZATION AND TO PARENTS UTILIZING 

OTHER CHOICE OPTIONS UNDER CONTRAC'r SERVICE AGREEMENTS WITH CROIC!'; 

ADVOCACY GROUPS. 

HOPE SCHOLAR.SHIP PROGRAM, $151, 511 

THE HOPE SCHOLARSHlP WAS &STABLISllllD BY FLORIDI\ S'l'ATC1TB 1002, 40 , WBIC!I 

WAS CRRATED IN 2018 TO PROVIDB THE OPTIOt< OF PRIVATE SCHOOL 

SCHOLARSHIPS TO S'l'ODBNTS lN POBLIC SCHOOLS WHO HA\ll! EXPERIENCED ACTS OF 

BUL1'YlNO AND INTIMIDATION, STEP UP POR STUDENTS, AS AN >.!>PROVED 

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING ORGANIZATI ON (SPO) , lS AUTHORIZED TO ADMINISTER 

ROPE SCHOLARSHIPS. THE HOPE LAW PROVIDES THAT AOTO~OBILE BOYERS MAY 

R&DJRECT UP TO $105 OF THEIR STATE '!'AXES ON EACH PUl\CH/\SE TOWARD AN 

AUTHORIZED SFO, THOSE CONTRIBUTI ONS M"vST BE USED TO PROVIDE 'l'UITlON 

SCHOLARSHIPS TO PARTICIPATING PRIVATE SCHOOLS OR A $750 TRANSPORTATI ON 

SCHOLARSHIP TO A PUBLIC SCHOOL IN ANOTHER DISTRICT. THE MAXIMUM 

TUlTION SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 2018-2019 ARE $6 , 519 FOR ELS~l!NTARY GRADES, 

S6,8!S FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL AND $7,lll FOR HIG9 SCHOOL. STEP UP FOR 

STUDENTS IS ALLOWED TO USE OP TO 3' OF THE CONT.RIBOT.IONS TO ADMINISTER 

TBB SCHOLARSHIP. 

READING SCP.OLARSHIP PROGRAM: $126,091 

Schedule 0 (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2017) 
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Schedule 0 Form 990 or990.EZ Pa e 2 
Name of the orgonlz.ation Employer identification number 

STEP OP FOR STUDENTS, I NC, 59 - 3649371 

THE READING SCHOWIRSHIP WAS ESTABLISHED BY FLORIDA STATUTE 1002 . 411, 

WHICH WAS CREATED IN 20:L8 TO PROVIDE ACADEMIC SUPPORT FOR POBLlC 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO STRUGGLE IN READING . STEP UP FOR 

STUDENTS, AS AN APPROVED SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING ORGANIZATION (SFO), IS 

AUTHORIZED TO ADMINISTER THO PROGRAM. THE SCHOLARSHIP IS AVAILABLE TO 

ST'1DBNTS tN THIRD- THROUGH FIFTH-GRADE WHO HAVE SCORED A LEVEL 1 OR 2 

ON 'fl!E ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS SBC'i'ION OP THE FLORIDA STANDARDS 

ASSESSMENT (FSA). BACH SCHOLARSHIP IS WORTH $500. WHICH THE PAREtlT CAN 

OSE TO PAY FOR TUITION AND FEES RELATED TO PART- TIME TVTORINC, SOMMER 

AND AFTER-SCHOOL LITERACY PROGRAMS, INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND MORE. 

THE FUNDING rs PROM DIRECT STATE APPROPRIATIONS (A TOTAL OF $9.7 

MILLION rOR i013- 20191. STEP OP FOR STODENTS rs PROVIDED AN AMOUNT 

8QOAL TO 3\ OF EACH SC1!0LARSHU TO ADMINISTSR THE Pl\OGJW< . 

EXPENSES S 6,644,317 . I NCLUDING GRANTS OP $ 0, REVENUE S 980,210. 

FORM 990 , PART VI, SECTION B, LINB 118, 

POIU! 990 IS PRRPA.RED BY Tim FOND 'S INDEPEND!lNT CPA PIRM . APTER BEING 

RBVlEWSD BY MANAGEMENT, THE FOLL FORM 990 INPORMl\TIONAL RETURN IS PROVIDED 

TO TRE BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR REVIEW ANO COM)(ONT. THE SOARD OF DIRECTORS IS 

ALSO AFFORDED THE OPPORTUNITY TO ASK QUESTIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE PORM 990 

BEFORE Till? RBTORN IS FILED. 

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION B, LINE i2c, 

STEP VP POR STUDENTS ENSURES THAT THE CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY IS 

ADHERED TO WI'l'll THE FOLLOW1NG ACTIVITIES , lJ REGULAR BOOCATION WITH THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, OFFICERS ANO KEY STAFF, EACH YEAR, THE POLICY IS 

REVIEWED WITH THE BOARD OP DIRECTORS AND THE EXECUTIVE TBAM. EACH 

ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR UNDERSTANDING ANO COMPLIANCE BY SIGNING AN ANNUAL 

Schedule 0 (Form 990 or 990·EZ) (2017) 
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Schedule 0 Form 990 or 990-EZ 2017 Pa e2 
Name of the organization Employer identiflcatJon number 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC . 59-3649371 

COMPLIANCE STATRM2NT, 2) TRB CFO REVIEWS BACH CONTRACT THB ORGANIZATION 

BNTERS. 3) FINANCE STAFF M'ID Tl!E PRESIDENT !UlVIEW ALL PA'll<BNTS AS THEY ARI! 

MADE FOR POSSIBLE CONFLICTS. 

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION B, LINE 15: 

TRE COMPENSATION COMMITJ'EE OP 'l'Ha !I01JU> OF DIRECTORS R&Vl&WS COMPARABLE 

COMPENSATION AND BBNBPITS DATA OF SIMILAR ORGANIZATIONS . DURING FISCAL YEAR 

2016, AN INPEPBNDENT COMPENSATION CONSULTING FlR>I CONDUCTED A FULL 

COMPARATIVE STUDY FOR ~ACR INDIVIDUAL EXECUTIVE POSITION AND ALL 

NON- &XECUTillB JOB GRADES. THE COMMITTEE USES Tl!IS IN!'Ol\MATION, COMBINED 

WITH THE PERFORMANCE Of THE PRESIDENT, TO RECOMMEND THE PRBSIDBNT's 

COMPENS1'UON pAC!(AGE FOR APPROVAL OP THE FULL BOARD, THE PULL B01JU> 

FOR.~ 990, PART VI, LIN~ 17, LIST OF STATSS Rl!CBIVING COPY Op FORM 990, 

AK,AR,CA, CO,CT,PL,DC,GA,Bt.IL,KS,KY,ME,HD,MA,MI,MN,MS,NV,NH,NJ,Nll,NY,NC,OB 

OR,PA,RI,SC,TN,UT,VA,WA,WV, WI 

FORM 990 , PART VI, SECTION C, LINS 19, 

STBP UP POR S~UDENTS MAKES ITS GOVERNING DOCUMENTS, CONFLICT OF IWPBREST 

POLICY AND PINANCIAL STATEMENTS AVl\ILABLB ON ITS WEBSITE, 

~'WW . STKPUPFORSTUDSNTS.ORG. PRINTED COPIES ARE AVAILABLE BY REQUEST POR THE 

SJ\ME PBRIOD OP DISCLOSURE AS SET FORTH IN IRC SECTION 610 4(D). 

FORM 990, PART Xll, LUIE 2C: 

TBlS PROCESS HAS NOT CHANGED SINCE THE PRIOR YEAR. 

Schedule 0 (Form 990 or 990· EZ) (2017) 
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SCHEDULER Related Organizations and Unrelated Partnerships 
(Form 990) ... Complete if the o<ganlzatlon answered "Yes• on Form 990, Part IV, fine 33, 34, 35b, 36, or 37• 2017 

... Attach to Form 990. Open to Publie 
ln:spection 

Name or the 0tganizat10n Employe< Identification numb.,. 
STiP OP FOR S'l'tJD£N'fS, INC. s' - 360111 

Go to wwwJn. v/Form990 f()( lnstructk>ns and the ta~es.t information. 

Part I ldentificetlon of Dlsregnrded Entities. Complete W the 01ganization answered 'Yes• on F01m 990, Part IV, line 33. 

(•) 
Name, address, and SN (if applicable) 

ol disregarded entity 

(b) 

Pnmary activity 

(c) 

Legat dormcile (state or 

l0<otgn country) 

(d) 

Total income 
(•) 

End-<>l·ye:U assets 
(I} 

Dir~ controli>g 
entity 

TRB AloAIWlll OPPOllTUNITY SCHOLAJISBIP PllND -

0 -3813722. 2101 MAGNOLIA AVE S, STE 42S, 

B1-Rlll:NGRU, AL 35205 ~CROLARSHIP FUNDING .... ­ - . 21,305,696. 13,703, 401 . i,.,.ep OP FOR S'l'1lDBNTS 

ldontllicotlon ol Rolatod Tox·Exempt Organizations. Complete tt tho organization answered •ves• on Form 990, Part IV, fine 34, bocausc it had one or more related tax-exempt 
Part II organiz.ations during the tax year. 

(•) 
Namo, address, and EIN 
of related organlntlon 

(b) 

Primary activity 

(c) 

Legal domicile (slate or 

foreign country) 

(d) 

ExomptCodo 
section 

(•) 

Public charily 
status (of section 

501(c)(3}) 

(I} 

Direct controftf.ng 
entity 

'*"••(~l2t1>X»l 
eonlralM:I 

M11'y? 

Ves No 

For Paperwortc Reduction Act Not.lee, see the lns!Yuctions lor Form 990. Schedule R (f0<m 990) 2.017 
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$cheduleR(F0<m990)2017 STBP tlP POii S'l'Utl!N'l'S, INC, 	 59- 3649371 Page2 

Pert 111 	 Identification of Related 0..ganlutlons Taxable as a Partnership. Complete tt the organization answered ·ves· on Foon 990, Part IV, line 34, because it had one or more related 

0<ganlzatlons tieated os a partnership dur1ng the tax year. 


(o) 

Name, address. and EIN 
of relaled organ«alion 

(b) 


Pnmary actlvrty 
 -
(c) 

L............ 

(st.ata O#

""­
(e)(d) 

Oireet eonuolling Predommanl locome 
entity le ~ted,unrelated,xc ~ lrom taX under 

sections 512-51~) 

(f) 

Share of tolal 
income 

(g) 

$1\aro of 
end-ol•ycar 

assets 

(h) (I) (il (k).._
CodeV-UBI io--.r. IPercent:'ll" 

amount in box ............ 
ownershrp..._.
20 of Schedule 
K-1 (Foon 1065) i.e, Yu-·No No 

Identification of Related O..ganlznllono Tax~ble as a Corporation or Trust. Complete if the organization answerod •vos• on Form 990, Part IV, nne 34, beeau"" ithad one or more related 
Part IV organizations treated as a corporation or hust during the tax year. 

(a) {b) 

Name. address, and ElN Primary activity 
or related or9anliatlon 

(c) 

l •Qld domieil• 
~·ia1• Of.......,.....,, 


(d) 

Oirect controlHrig 
enuty 

(el 
Type or entity 

(C corp, S corp,
or ltual) 

(f) 

Shere of total 

Income 


(g) (h) <1Ls.<1 n
Share of Percentage 512\b~',!j

~ntf Iend·Of·year ownership 
*'-tl1)'1

3'lS<lls 
Yes No 

50 Schedule A (Form 990) 2.017 
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59 - 36'9371Schedule A !FOfl)'l 990) 2017 STBP UP POR STOO!N1'S. INC. Pase3 

Patt v Transactions With Related Organizations. Complete~ Ille organization answered "Yes• on FOtm 990, Part IV, fine 34, 35b, or36. 

Not•: Complolo lir>o 1 ;f ony entity Is ~stod In Parts tt, ltt, or IVof this schedule. Yes No 

1 During the tax year, did INorganization engage In any of the folowlng transa<:tions with one or more related organization• lislod In Parts ll~V? 
a Aecejpt of (~ lnte1est. (II) annuaiea. (iii) royalties, 01 (iv) rent f1om a controled entity .. . .... ..... .. .. . .. . . . ..• ....... . .................................. ,........... l-1"'.'-+--+-­
b Gilt, grant, or capctal contn'bulion to related organiz.ation(s) ....................................... ... ............... ....... •• • •. • ••.• . , ... .... .... , .... .. ............... .. ............................. 1-1'-'b-+--+-­

c Gitt, gr.int, or capital contnbullon lrorn •elated organization(•) ........................................ - . .... - .............. ................. .................. .. ............ .......... ,_1_c-+--+-­
d Loans or loan guanantees to or fOI retoted OIOlll'ilation(s) . .................... .............. ................... . •.. ..... ..... . ...... .... ... .......... • . ............ .. • •. .. ..... .. ...... l-1"d'-+--+-­
e Loans or loan guarantHa by related organaation(s) ..... ...................... ................ ............... .............. ......... ..... ...... .... ...... ..... ... .. ...................... .................. ..... 1-1"•-+--+-­

C>ividends from related organlzation(s) •. • •.••....•.•..• ···········-······························· ....................................................._ ..••••• _ ............ ···················-········· 1-""-+--+-­
g Sale of assets to related organlzatlon(s) ................................................................................................. , •. • ....... ..... ......... ... ··-· ................. . ...................... . 

h PIKChaso of assets from related org.,ozation(s) ... . .... ... .. ......... ... .......... ......... .............. ..................... .... .. • • ....................................... ....................................... .. 


Exchange of assets wrth related organization(•) ................................................................... ... ........... ... ....... • •• .. .. .................. ... ........ • ................................. .......... . 

wse of facltrtlCS, equipment. or other assots to related organlzation(s) ............................... ......................... ................ • ..... .. . ................................................................ I-.._+--+-­

k Lease of facMies, equipmonl, or other assets from related organlzation(s) ................................................ ... ... .... .... •• .......... .... • .. ... .... . .... ................................. 1-1-'k-+--+--

Perlormance of seMc:eo or membership 01 fundraising soficitations for related organitalion(s) .. .......... ... .. .............. ........ •. .... .. • .. ............ ........ ,_1_1_,__ _,__ _ 


m Performance 01 services or mombership or fund raising solicitation• by related organization(•) ...... . . ... . .. ..... ... .. ...... . ... .. .... .... ...... .... ........... ............ ... ........ ..... .... ............ 1-1'-'m-+--+-­
n Sharing of fac ilrtles, equlpmont, mai~ng lists, or other assets with related organ12ation(s) .................. ................................. ...... ..... .. .. •... .......... ............................................ 1-1"'"-+--+-­

o Sharing of paid employees with rola tc<J organlzation(s) ........................ .......... ... ............ ........................... ........................... .......................................... ............ ............. ....... 1-1_.o-+--+-­

p Reimbursement paid to related organlzallon(s) for expenses ...................................... ........... ......... ........................ ... ........................................ ..................... .......... ............. 1-1=-+--+-­
q Reimbursement pold by rclalc<J organlzotlon(s) for expenses ......... .......................................... ....... ....................................................... ........ ..... .. .................... ............. .... 1-=--1--+-­

r Other transfer of cash or property 10 rotated organization(s) ........... ............................................................................................................................ ........................... ........ ,_1_r-+--1--­
• Other Iran sf el 01 cash or ro rt from ro~tod or anlzalion s . ...... ............... .............. ...... .. .. . ... .... ... . . . .. . . .. .. .. ... . .... .... ......... 1s 


If the answer to anv ol lhe above ls "Yes • see the instructions for in ormat1on on who muot com~ lete this Hne includlno covered rolationshlns end transaction thresholds. 

(o) 
Name of related organization 

(b) 
Transaction 

type (a·s) 

(c) 
Amount Involved 

(cl) 
Me1hod of determining amount involved 

11) 

121 

f31 

141 

. 

151 

161 
51 Schedule A (FO<m 990) 2017 
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Schedule R (Form 990) 2017 STEP UP FOR STUDa."1's. INC. 59-3649371 Page 4 

Part VI Unrelated 01'ganlzatlons Taxable as a Partnership. Complete if the organizatlon answered "'Yes" on Form 990, Part IV~ line 37. 

Provide the following information for each entity taxed as a partnership through which the organization conducted more than five percent o t its activities (measured by total assets or gross revenue) 

that \Vas not a r.etated organization. See instructions regarding exclusion fOf' c:er1ain linvestment partnerships. 

(3) 

Name, address, and EIN 
of entity 

(b) 

Primary activity 
(c) {d) (e).....Predominant incomeLegal domicie ~lleliS!t;.

(telated, unrelated, ~.~tj3l(state or foreign excluded from tax under 
country) sections 512-514) No'•• 

(fl 
Share of 

total 
income 

{g) (h) {i) {j) {k) 

Share of 
end-of-year 

assets 

Ch~ll pof• CodeV-UBI !Ge.,....)or Percentage ...... amount in box 20 t'Nll'IA91f"9 ownership•l\:<at.Ms? of Schedule K-1 ~~ 
Yes No (Form 1065) Yes NO 

Schedule R (Form 990) 2017 
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Provide addttional information 101 responses to questions on Schedule R. See instructions. 
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53 Page 98 


10291031 136733 7726658 2017 . 04030 STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, I NC. 77266581 




Form 8868 Application for Automatic Extension of Time To File a 
(Rev. Janua1y2017) Exempt Organization Return OMB No. 1545·1709 

O•pMtmttn oJ lh• l rtaMY 
Internal A9'i'Onu•S. -ic;e 

... Filo a separate application for oach return. 

~ Information about Form 8868 and Its instructions is at www.lrs.gov/form8868 . 

Electronic filing (•·file). You can electronically file Form 8868 to request a fl.month automatic extension ol time to fUe any of the 

forms listed below with the exception of Form 6870, Information Relurn for Transfers Associated With Certain Personal Benefit 

Contracts, for which an extension request must be sent to the IRS in paper f0<mat (see lnslructions). For more detalls on the electronic 

filing of this form, visit www.irs.gov/ef/le, click on Charities & Non·Proflls, and clici< on trfile for Charities and Non-Profits. 

Automatic B·Month Extension of Time. Only submit original (no copies needed). 
All corporations required to fie an Income tax return other than Fomi 990-T [including 1120·C filers), partnerships, REMICs, and trusts 

must use Form 7004 to request an extension of time to file income tax returns. 

Tyi:ie or Name of exempt organization or otller filer. see Instructions. 

print 
STEP UP YOR S'l'U'DEN'l'S, INC, 

Rlobytti. 
Number. street. and room or suite no. If a P.O. box, .see instructions.duedatt~ 

111#19 )'OOI' 4655 SALISBURY ROAD , NO. 400 
rtt"*'l'I · S•• 
1t1•!ructions. City, town or post office. state, .and ZIP code. For a foreign address, see instructions. 

J ACKSO>IVILL!, FL 32256 

Enter filer's identifying number 

Employer identification num~r {EIN) or 

59-3649371 

Social security number (SSN) 

Enter the Retum Code for th• rotum that this application is ror (file a separate app6cation for each return) .......... .................................... . ... 
o I 1 I 
Return ApplicationApplication Rotum 

ls ForIs For Code CoCle 

Form 99CH /cor~ratioolForm 990 or Form 990·EZ 01 07 
02 Foml 1041-A Form 990-BL 08 

Foml 4720 (other than lndivicluaO00Form 4720 rindividuan 09 
Form5227Form 990-PF 04 10 
Form6069Form 990-T rsec. 401Cal or 4081al trust) 05 11 

Form 990-T /trust other than above) 06 Form8870 12 
JOE PPOUNTZ 

• 	 Thebooksarelnthecare of ... 4655 SALISBORY fil>, St1ITB 400 - JACl<SONVI LLB, PL 32256 

Telephone No. ... 904-352-2246 Fax No. .,_ 
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Independent Auditor's Report 

To the Board of Directors 
Step Up For Students, Inc. 

Report on the Financial Statements 
We have audited the accompanying consolidated financial statements of Step Up For Students. Inc. and 

its subsidiary. which comprise the consolidated statement of financial position as of June 30, 2018. and 

the related consolidated statements of activities, functional expenses and cash flows for the year then 

ended, and the related notes to the consolidated financial statements. 


Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements 

Management IS responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these consolidated financial 

statements in accordance with accounting principles generally a~pted in the United States of Arnenca; 

this includes the design, implementation and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation 

and fair presentation of consolidated financial statements that are free from material misstatement, 

Whether due to fraud or error. 


Auditor's Responsibility 

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these consolidated financial statements based on our audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted 1n the United States of 

America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards. 

issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and 

perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the consolidated financial statements 

are free from material misstatement. 


An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in 

!he consolidated financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgment, 

including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the consolidated financial statements, 

whether due lo fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control 

relevant to the entity's preparation and fair presentation of the consolidated financial statements iri order 

to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of 

expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity's internal control. Accordingly. we express no 

such opinion An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the 

reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by management. as well as evaluati'ng the 

overan presentation of the consolidated financial statements. 


We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 

our audit opinion. 


Opinion 

In our opinion. the consolidated financial statements referred to above present fairly. in all material 

respects, the consolidated financial position of Step Up For Students. Inc. and its subsidiary as of 

June 30, 2018, and the changes in their net assets and their cash flows for the year then ended in 

accordance with accounting principles generally accepted In the United States ofAmerica. 


TliE POWFR Of BEING UNDERSTOOD 
' JO•" T·\ ( r IJ"I" Jl . r,r 
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Report on Summarized Comparative lnfonnation 
We have previously audited Step Up For Students, Inc and its subsidiary's 2017 consolidated financial 
statements, and we expressed an unmodified audit opjnion on those audited consolidated financial 
statements in our report dated October 31, 2017. In our opinion, the summarized comparative infonnatlon 
presented herein as of and for the year ended June 30. 2017. is oonsislent. in all material respects, with 
the audited consolidated financial statements from w.hich it has been derived. 

Other Matters - Supplementary Information 
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the consolidated financial statements 
as a whole. The accompanying consolidating statement of financial position and consolidating statement 
of activities is presented for purposes of additidnal analysis and is not a required part of the consolidated 
financial statements. The accompanying schedule of expenditures of state financial assistance, as 
required by State of Florida Chapter 10.650, Rules of1119 Auditor General, is also presented for purposes 
of additional analysis and is not a required part of the consolidated financial statements. Such information 
is the responsibility of management and was deriiled from and relates directly to the underlying accounting 
and other records used lo prepare the consolidated financial statements. The information has been 
subjected to the auditing procedures applied In the audit of the consolidated financial statements and 
certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the 
underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the consolidated financial statements or to the 
consolidated financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing 
standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion. the information is fairly 
stated, in all material respects, in relation to the consolidated financial statements as a whole. 

Other Reporting Required by Govsmment Auditing Standart/s 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated October 30. 
2018. on our consideration of Step Up For Students, Inc. and ~s subsidiary's internal control over financial 
reporting and on our tests of its compliance w~h certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and 
grant agreements and other matters. The purpose of that report Is solely to describe the scope. of our 
testing of Internal control over financial reportlng and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to 
provide an opinion on the effectiveness of Step Up For Students. Inc. and its subsidiary's internal control 
over financial reporting or on compliance. That repon is an integral part of an audit performed in 
accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering Step Up For Students, Inc. and its 
subsidiary's internal control ovet financial reporting and compliance. 

Orlando, Florida 

October 30, 2018 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and SubSidiary 

Consolidated Statement of Financial Position 
June 30, 2018 
(With Summarized Comparative Information for June 30, 2017) 

2018 2017 
Assets 
Current Assets 

Cash and cash equivalents 
Pledges receivable. less allowa11ce for uncollectible pledges 

of S20,000,000 and $18,000,000 in 2018 and 2017, respectively 
Accounts and grants receivable, less allowance for uncolleclible 

accounts of $102, 760 and $246,429 in 2018 and 2017, respectively 
Prepaid expenses and other assets 
Funds held In trust for students 

Total current assets 

Restricted Certificate of Deposit 
Property and Equipmenl Net 

TotaI assets 

Liabilities and Net Assets 
Current Liabilities 

Accounts payable 
Ac<:rued expenses 
Line of credit 
Funds held in trust for studen1s liability 

Total current liabilities 

Commitments (Note 6) 

Net Assets 
Unrestricted 
Temporarily restricted 

Total net assets 

Total liablfitles and net assets 


See notes to consolidated financial statements. 

$ 19,085,583 s 41,903,759 

502,820,023 436,647,533 

5,137,782 
701,402 

58,467,378 
586,212,168 

1,592,791 
579,212 

36,231,019 
516,954,314 

196,000 
2,986,165 

1 589,394,333 

225,000 
1,412.992 

$ 518,592,306 

$ 289,742 
1,946,954 

14,986,632 
58,487,378 
75,690,706 

$ 140,765 
1,574,162 

36,231,019 
37,945,946 

8,115,532 5,110,194 
505,588,095 475,536.166 
513,703,627 480,646,360 

$ 589,394,333 $ 518.592.306 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. a.nd Subsidiary 

Consolidated Statement ofActivities 

Year Ended June 30, 2018 
(With Summarized Comparative Information for June 30, 2017) 

2018 

Unrestricted 
Temporarily 
Restricted Total 

Total 
2017 

R~enues and Support 
ConlribuUons sno grants: 

Flortda Tax Cted1t Scnolarshlp Program. nel 
Alabama Opportunity Scllolarship Program 
Grants and other contributions 
Gatdlfler Scholarship Program 

Other revenue 
Scholarship service contract revenue 
Net as.sets released from <estricfions 

Total rovenu.a and support 

$ 18,342.797 
1, 128,045 

818,075 

2,834,231 
1,260,909 

718,720 
652,876,783 

677,977,580 

$ 660,768,271 

19,883,701 
2,276,740 

(662,876,783) 
30,051,929 

$ 679,111,068 
21,009,746 
3,094,815 
2,834,231 
1,260,909 

71 8.720 

708,029,4$9 

$ 521.382,016 
8.416.856 
1.523.636 
2.064.477 

397.839 

533. 784,824 

Expel\$C$ 

Program services: 
Florida Tax Cred~ Scholarship Program 648,283,010 648,283,010 541.915.225 
Alabama OppO<tumtv Scholarship Program 9,926,404 9,9211,404 12,492.497 
Communications. Policy and Public Affairs 3,565,575 3,565,575 3.389.070 
Gardiner Scholarship Program 3,418,161 3,418,161 2.688,107 
School Development and Student Learning 1,893,947 1,893,947 1.581.306 
Scholarship ser11ice Contract 766,733 766.733 
Advo~ey alld Chile Engagement 472,525 472,526 142,578 

Hope Scholarship 151,$11 151,511 

Reading Scliolarship 1:26,091 126,091 

Total program services 658,603,958 668,603,958 ~2.208. 783 

S..pportlng services: 
General and administrali\'l! 3,918,934 3.§18,934 3.694,165 
OevelOpmenl a~d fundraising 2,449,330 2,449.330 2,139.326 

Total supporting servicos 6 368,264 6,368,264 5,833,491 

Total expensos 674,972,222 674,972,222 568,042,274 

Chango in not usots 3,005,338 30,051,929 33,057,267 (34,257,450) 

Net Assets 
Beginning s,110,194 475,536.166 480,646,360 514,903,810 

Ending $ 6,115,532 $ SOS,588,095 $ 513,703,627 s 480,646,360 

See notes 10 cansolida1ed financial statements. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiary 

Consolidated Statement of Cash Flows 
Year Ended June 30, 2018 
(With Summarized Comparative lnfonnatlon for June 30, 2017) 

2018 2017 
Cash Flows From Operating Activities 

Change in net assets $ 33,057,267 $ (34,257,450) 
Adjustments to reeoncile change in net assets to net cash 

used in operating activities: 
Depreciation 384,633 257,002 
ProYlsion for uncollectible pledges 19,450,366 5,207,177 
Write-off of school receivables 126,721 70.171 
Loss on disposal of property and equipment 9.321 
Change in operating assets and liablltties: 

(Increase} decrease in assets: 
Pledges receivable (85,622,856) 22,643,803 
Accounts and grants receivable (3,671, 712) (682 ,530) 

Prepaid expenses and other assets (122,190) (89,164) 

Funds held in trust for students (22,236,359) (9,500,839) 

Increase (decrease) in liabilities: 
Accounts payable 148,977 (286.969) 

Acctued expenses 372,792 391,364 

Funds held if\ trust f0< students liability 22,236,359 9,500,839 
(35,876,002) (6, 737 ,275)Net cash used In operating activities 

Cash Flows From Investing Activities 
(1 ,957,806) (1, 115,779) Purchases of property and equipment 

29,000Oecfease in restncted certificate of deposit 
(1,928,806) (1 ,115,779) Net cash used in investing activities 

Cash Flows From Financing Activities 
20,000,000 Borrowings on line of credit 
(5,013,368) Repayments on line of credit 


Net cash provided by financing activities 14,986,632 


Net decrease in cash and cash equivalents (22,818, 176) (7.853,054) 

Cash and Cash Equivalents 
41,903,759 49,756,813Beginning 

$ 19,085,583 s 41,903,759 Ending 

Supplemental Disclosure of Cash Flow Information: 
Cash paid during the year for interest £ 13,368 $ 

See notes to consolidated financial statements. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiary 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 
(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or for Year Ended June 30, 2.017) 

Note 1. Nature of Organization and Significant Accounting Policies 

Nature of organization: The primary mission of Step Up For Students, Inc. and its subsidiary 
(collectively, the Organization} is to empower parents to pursue and engage in the most appropriate 
learning options for their children. with an emphasis on families who lack the financial resources to 
access these options. By pursuing this mission. the Organization helps public education fulfill the promise 
of equat opportunity. 

Step Up For Students, Inc. (Step Up For Students) is a not-for-profit organization incorporated on 
February 18, 2000 Through the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship program. Step Up For Students served 
106.548 and 101,869 students rn 1.818 and 1.730 private schools across Florida during the 2017 -2018 
and 2016 - 2017 school years, respectively 

Additionafly Step Up For Students administers the Gardiner Scholarship Program. The Gardiner 
Scholarship Program was created to provide the option for parents to better meet the individual educational 
needs of an eligible child. The Gardiner Scholarship Program provides eligible students a scholarship that 
can be used to purchase approved services or products. During the years ended June 30. 2018 and 
2017, step Up For Students administered the program on behalf of the State of Florida for 9,601 and 
7,593 eligible children, respectively. 

The Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund. LLC (Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund) is a not-for­
profit limited liability company established on October 4. 2013. whose sole member is Step Up For 
Students. The Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund was fotmed to help implement the Alabama 
Accountability Act of 2013. Through the Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund K-12 scholarship 
program, approximately 1,590 and 2, 141 children received scholarships to attend private schools for the 
2017 - 2018 and 2016-2017 school years, respectively. 

The following is a summary of the programs operated by the Organization: 

• 	 Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program: Step Up For Students, Inc. is approved under Florida 
Statute 1002.395 to serve as a Scholarship Funding Organization [SFO). Since July 1, 2011 , Step Up 
For Students has been the predominate Florida SFO. As an SFO, Step Up For Students can solicit 
and receive corporate contributions that are entitled to a state tax credit against 100% of corporate 
income tax, insurance premium tax, and direct-pay sales tax liabflities. 90"/o of alcoholic beverage tax 
liabilities, and 50% of oil and gas severance tax liabilities. Those contributions, rn turn. must be spent 
to provide scholarships to low income Florida school children in compliance with the Florida Tax 
Credit Scholarship Program. For the 2017 - 2018 school year and the 2016 - 2017 school year, 
qualified students received a maximum scholarship of $6,920 and $5,886 respectively, to attend a 
private school that have been approved by the state of Florida or $750 for transportation to an out-of­
district public school. Scholarships are expensed when a student attends a qualified school. Step Up 
For Students is allowed to use up to 3% of the contributions collected to administer the scholarship 
program. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiary 


Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 

(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or tor Year Ended June JO, 2017) 


Note 1. Nature of Organization and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 


• 	 Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Program: The Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund was 
established to operate under standards prescnbed in the Alabama Accounlabillty Act of 2013 and is 
approved under the Alabama pepartment of Revenue to serve as a Scholarship Granting Orgal)izalion 
(SGO). In accordance with the Alabama Accountability Act of 2013 and the Administrative Rulings by 
the Alabama Department of Revenue, tile Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund must use at least 
95% of revenue from credit eligible scholarship donations and alt interest and investment income 
attributable to these scholarship funds for educational scholarships Therefore, the Alabama 
Opportunity Scholarship Fund may use no more than 5% of the amount of its scho[arship donations 
for purposes other than making scholarship grants. As an SGO, the Alabama Opportunity Scholarship 
Fund can solicit and receive corporate and individual donations that entitle the donors to certain tax 
credits administrated by the Alabama Department of Revenue 

• 	 School Development and Student Learning: This program oversees the process development 
intended to assist schools and families in establishing and maintaining collaborative partnerships that 
ensure the academic, social and emotional success of every child: while at the same time, upholding 
the belief that the ultimate responsibility for the education of the child resides with the parent. 

• 	 Gardiner Scholarship Program: In June 2014, legislation creating scholarships for special needs 
children was signed into law in Florida. This scholarship is for Flortda students in kindergarten 
through 12th grade with one of the following disabilities: Autism. Muscular Dystrophy, Cerebral palsy. 
Down syndrome, Prader-Willi syndrome, Spina bifida, Williams syndrome. Intellectual Disability 
(severe cognitive impairment). Phelan M1;Derrnid Syndrome, rare diseases as defined by the National 
Organization for Rare Disorders, Anaphylaxis, deaf, visually impaired, dual sensory impaired, 
traumatic brain injured, hospital or home bound. Also, kindergarten students deemed ..high risk" 
because of developmental delays may be eligible. The stude11ts need either an Individual Education 
Plan (IEPJ from a Florida school district or a formal diagnosis from a llcensed physician or 
psychologist to qua~fy. Students can participate in this schoJasshlp as part of home education; 
however, they cannot be enrolled in a public school or be receiving any other state-sponsored 
scholarship. including the. McKay Scholarship or the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship. A Gardiner 
Scholarship account is established for each child that is awarded a special needs scholarship. 
Parents use this money to personalize the education of their children with unique abilities by directing 
money towards a combination of programs and state approved providers These include schools, 
therapists, specialists, curriculum and technology and college savings accounts. 

Step Up For Students. per the provisions of state statute, receives an administrative fee of 3% of 
funded scholarships from the State of Florida to cover the administration of the program on behalf of 
the State of Florida. During the years ended June 30, 2018 and 2017, Step Up For Students received 
an administrative fee for administering the program on behalf of the State of Florida in the amount of 
approximately $2,834,000 and $2,064,000, respectively. 

During the years ended June30, 2018 and 2017, Step Up For Students distributed approximately 
$77.2 million and $5a.7 million, leaving., balance of approximately $58.5 million and $36.2 million. 
respectively. which is recorded in the accompanying consolidated statement of financial position as 
both an asset and liability Step Up For Students is acting as an agent for this program. therefore, 
there are no revenues and expenses reported on the accompanying statement of activities for 
scholarship funds received and distributed from the State of Florida. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiary 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 

(With SummarlUjd Comparative lnfonnation as ofor for Year Ended June 30, 2017) 


Note 1. Nature of Organization and Significant Accounting Policies {Continued) 

• 	 Communications, Policy and Public Affairs: fhis program takes the message of the scholarship 
program to constituency groups. community and political leaders. and local. state and national news 
public;ations. It publishes a newsletter witti a circulation in excess of 50.000, four times a year, creates 
montlily student spotlights, issues press releases on topics of special concern, and writes commentary 
for various publications. The group aJso analyzes demographic, achievement and participation data 
and trends in the program and school choice movement. 

• 	 Advocacy and Civic Engagement: Thcs program. through the Florida Parent Network, organizes 
parents and supporters who believe children should be educated based on how they learn, rather 
ihan where they live. This includes parents who utilize scholarships as well as charter, magnet, home 
and virtual schools. The Florida Parent Network educates, informs and trains parents to be advocates 
and supporters for the protections and expansion of choice opportunities. Advocacy and civic 
engagement provides these services to parents of children participating In programs administered by 
the Organization and to parents utilizing other choice options under contract service agreements with 
choice advocacy groups. 

• 	 Scholarship Service Contract: Step Up For Students has contracted with Empower Illinois, an 
approved 501 (c){3), Scholarship Granting Organization (SGO) in the State of Illinois, that administers 
the Illinois Invest in Kids Scholarship program, a tax credit scholarship program. Effective November 
2017, Step Up For Students has provided scholarship adm1r11slration services for Empower Illinois 
both in-house and through a third-party partner. Empower llHnois can sollc1t and receive corporate 
and individual contributions that are entitled to a 75% state tax credit ofcorporate and individual state 
income tax. Those contributions, 1n turn must be spent to provide scholarships to low income Illinois 
school children in compliance with the Invest in Kids Act. For the 2018 - 2019 school year, qualifled 
students received schola11ihips of up to $12,973, or for Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
students, up to $25.946, lo attend a participating private school wittiin the State of Illinois. Scholarships 
are expended when a student attends a participating school. Empower Illinois ls allowed to use up to 
5% of the contributions collected to administer this program. and Step Up For Students is compensated 
for Its work by Empower Illinois via those administrative funds. 

• 	 Hope Scholarship : The Hope Scholarship was established by Florida Statute 1002.40, which was 
created in 2018 to provide the option of private-school scholarships to students in public schools who 
have experienced acts of bullying and intimidation. Step Up For Students. as an approved Schola11ihip 
Funding Organization (SFO), is authorized to administer Hope Schola11ih1ps. The Hope law provides 
that automobile buyers may redirect up to $105 of their state taxes on each purchase toward an 
a.uthorized SFO. Those contributions must be used to provide tuition scholarslllps to participating 
private schools or a $750 transportation scholarship to a public school in another district. lhe 
rnaximum tuition scholarships for 2018-19 are $6,51.9 for elementary grades, $6,815 for middle 
scllool and $7.111 for high school. Step Up is allowed to use up to 3% of the contributions to 
administer the scholarship. The Hope Scholarship program is in effect for the 2018 - 2019 school 
year. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiary 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 

(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or for Year Ended June 30, 2017) 


Note 1. Nature of Organization and Significant Account ing Policies (Continued) 

• 	 Reading Scholarship: The Reading Scholarship was established by Florida Statute 1002.4 11, which 
was created in 2018 to provide academic suppon for public elementary school students who struggle 
1n reading. Step Up For Students. as an approyed Scholarship Funding Organization (SFO) is 
authorized to administer the program. The scholarship 1s available to students in third· thro~gh fifth ­
grade who have scored a Level 1 or 2 on the English Language Arts section of the Florida Standards 
.Assessment (FSA}. Each scholarship is worth $500, which the parent can use to pay for tuition and 
fees related to part-time tutoring, summer and after-school literacy programs. instructlonal materials 
and more. The funding is from direct state appropnatlon (a total of $9. 7 million for 2016·19). Step Up 
For Students 1s provided an amount equal to 3% of each scholarship to administer the program. The 
Reading Scholarship program rs in effect for the 2018 - 201g school year. 

A summary of the 019anization's significant accounting policies follows: 

Principles of consolidation: The consolidated financial statements include the accounts of Step Up For 
Students and its wholly owned subsidiary, the Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund. LLC. All significant 
intercompany transactions have been eliminated in consolidation. 

Comparative financial statements: The consolidated financial statements include certain prior-year 
summarized comparative information in total but not by net asset class. Such Information does not 
include sufficient detail to constitute a presentation in conformity with accounting prlndples generally 
accepted in the United States ofAmerica Accordingly, such information should be read in conjunction 
with the Orgamzatlon·s consolrdated financial statements for the year ended June 30, 20H, from wh1Cf1 
the summarized information was derived. 

Use of estimates: The presentation of financial statements in conformity wrth accounting pnnciples 
generally accepted in the United States ofAmerica (U.S. GAAP) requires management to make estimates 
and assumptJons that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure ofcontingent 
assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and 
suppon. and expenses during the reporting penod. Actual results could differ from those estimates. 

Basis of presentation: The accompanying consolidated financial statements have been prepared on the 
accrual basis of accounting. 

A not-for-profit organization is required to report information regarding its financial position and activities 
according to three classes of net assets: unrestricted, temporarily restricted and permanently restricted. 
Accordingly. net assets or the Organization and changes therein are classified and reparted as follows: 

Unrestricted net assets: Net assets that are not subject to donor-imposed stipulations. but may be 
designated for specific purposes by action of the Board of Directors. 

Temporarily restricted net assets: Net assets subject to donor-imposed stipulations that may or will be 
met either by actions of the Organization aod/or the passage of time. When a restriction expires. temporarily 
restricted net assets are reclassified to unrestricted net assets and reported in the consolidated statement 
of activities as net assets released from restrictions. 

Permanently restricted net assets: Net assets subject to donor-imposed stipulations that they be 
maintained permanently by the Organization The Organization does not have any permanently restricted 
net assets. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiary 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 
(With Summarized Comparative lnfonnation as of or for Year Ended June JO, 2017) 

Note 1. Nature of Organization and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 

Cash and cash equivalents: For purposes of the statement of cash flows, the Organization considers all 
short-term securities purchased with an original maturity of three months or fess to be cash equivalents. 
Cash and cash equivalents excludes funds held in trust for students. 

The Organization meintains their cash accounts at five commercial banks, which are insured by the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC). Balances exceed amounts insured by the FDIC and the 
Organization has not experienced any losses on such accounts. To help reduce any potential losses. 
excess balances are swept into a money market fund Which is invested in U S. Government Obligations. 

Pledges receivable, contributions and grants: Contributions and grants are recorded in the period 
received at fair value as unrestricted or temporarily restricted support depending on lhe existence or 
nature of any donor restrictions. Contributions and grants that are restricted by the donor are reported as 
Increases 1n temporarily restricted net assets d0j>ending on the nature of the restrrctions. When time 
restnctions expire or purpose restrrctions are fulfilled. temporarily restricted net assets are reclassified to 
unrestricted net assets. 

Unconditional promises to give (pledges) are recognized as support in the penod received at fair value. 
Conditional promises to give are recognized when the condi!tons on which they depend are substantially 
met The Organization uses the allowance method to determine uncollectible pledges receivable. The 
allowance is established based upon management"s analysis of specific pledges and other economic 
factors. The Organization has received promises to give from corporations for the Florida Tax Credit 
Scholarship Program. from corporations and individuals for the Alabama Opportunity Scholarship 
Program, and from private foundations. 

Pledges, which become uncollectible or for which an allowance is established in the year of the pledge. 
are written off against contribution revenue. Pledges which become uncollectible in subsequent years are 
charged to the allowance for uncollectible pledges. 

Contributed services are recognized and reported at fair value In the period received, if the services 
received create or enhance non-financial assets or require specialized skills. are provided by individuals 
possessing those skills, and would typicauy need to be purchased if not provided by contribution. There 
were no contributed services for the years ended June 30. 2018 and 2017 

Accounts and grants receivable: Accounts and grants receivable are stated at net realizable value. The 
Organization uses the allowance method to determine uncollectible accounts receivable The anowance 
is established based upon management's analysis of specific accounts and other economic factors. In the 
opinion of management, an allowance for uncollectible accounts of$102, 760 and $246,429 wa.s considered 
necessa.ry at June 30, 2018 and 2017, respectively. 

Restricted certificate of deposit: Restricted certificate ofdeposit held by the Organization represents 
funds required to be set aside by the lessor relating an office lease signed by the Organization in 2015 for 
collateral and is carried at amortized cost. 

Property and equipment: Property and equipment are recorded at cost when purchased or at fair value 
at the date of gifl, if contributed. Depreciation of property and equipment ts computed using the straight­
line method of accounting over the estimated useful lives of the depreciable assets. Routine maintenance 
and repair costs are charged to expense as incurred, while major replacements and improvements are 
capltahzed as additions to the related assets. When assets are sold or retired, the relaled cost and 
accumulated depreciation are removed from the accounts and gains or losses from dispositions are 
credited or charged to income. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiary 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 
(Wilh Summarized Comparative Information as of or for Year Ended June 30, 2017) 

Note 1. Nature of Organization and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 

lmpainnent of long-lived assets: The carrying value of property and equipment is reviewed for 
impainnent whenever events or changes in circumstances indicate such value may not be recoverable. 
Recoverability of assets or asset groups to be held and used is m~sured by a comparison of the carrying 
am6unt of an asset or asset group to future net cash flows expected to be generated by the asset or 
asset group Ifsuch assets or asset groups are considered to be impaired. the impairment to be recognized 
is measured by the amount by whlcli the carrying amount of the assets exceeds the fair value of the 
assets or asset group Assets or asset groups to be disposed of are reported at the lower of the carrying 
amount or fair value less cost to sell. No impairment of the Orgamzation's long-lived assets or asset 
groups have been recognized during the years ended June 30, 2018 and 2017. 

Funds held in tru.st for students and funds held in trust for students liability: Funds held in trust for 
students and funds held in trust for students liability represents funds received for the Gardiner Scholarship 
Program. A Gardiner Scholarship account is established for each child that is awarded a special needs 
scholarship As parents use these funds in accordance with State of Florida guidelines. the asset and 
liability are reduced accordingly 

Functional expenses: The costs of providing the various programs and supporting services have been 
summarized on a functional basis in the consolidated statement of activities and in the consolidated 
statement of functional expenses. Accordingly, certain costs have been allocated among tile various 
programs and supporting services benefited. 

Income taxes: Step Up For Students is exempt from federal income taxes under Section 50t(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code and from state income taxes under similar provisions of the Flonda Statutes. 
Accordingly, no provision for federal and state income taxes has been recorded in the accompanying 
consofidated financial statements. Step Up For Students has made an election under Section 501 (h) of 
the Internal Revenue Code, which permits certarn eligible 501 (c)(3) organizations to make limited 
expenditures to inHuence legislallOn. Step Up For Students would be subject to an excise tax rf it spends 
more than the amounts permitted. Such limits have not been exceeded. 

The Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund is a disregarded entity for federal and state income tax 
purposes and therefore, reports all federal and state tax information through Step Up For Students. 
Accordingly, no provision for federal and state income taxes has been recorded in the accompanying 
consolidated financial statements. 

The Organization follows accounting standards relating to accounting for uncertainty in income taxes. 
Management assessed whether there were any uncertain tax positions which may give rise to incqme tax 
liabilities and determined that there were no such matters requiring recogn~ion in the accompanying 
consolidated financial statements. Generally. the Organization is no longer subject to U.S. federal or state 
income tax examinations by tax authorities for years before June 30, 2015. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiary 


Notes to Consolidated Fina11cial Statements 

(With Summarized Comparative Information as ofor for Year Ended June 30, 2017) 


Note 1. Nature of Organization and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 

Recent accounting pronouncements: In May 2014. the Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASS) 
issued Accounting Standards Update (ASU} No. 2014-09, Revenue from Contracts with Customers 
(Topic 606). requiring an entity to recognize _the amountof revenue to which it expects to be entitled for 
lhe transfer of promised goods or services to customers The update will replace most existing revenue 
recognition guidance in U.S. GAAP when 1t becomes effective and permits !he use ofeither a full 
retrospective or retrospective with cumulate effect transition mettiod. The updated standard will become 
effective for annual reporting periods beginning after December 15. 2018. The Organization has not yet 
selected a trans~ion method and is currently evaluating the impact this ASU will have on ns consolidated 
financial statements. 

In February 2016, the FASB Issued its new lease accounting guidance in Accounting Standards Update 
(ASU) No. 2016·02, Leases (Topir; 842). Under the new guidance, lessees will be required to recognize 
the following for all leases (with the exception of short-term leases) at the commencement date: (1) A 
lease liabilfty, which is a lessee's obligation to make lease payments arising from a lease, measured on a 
discounted basis; and (2) A nght-of-use asset, which is an asset that represents the lessee's right to use, 
orcontrol the use of, a specified asset for the lease term Lessees will no longer be provided wltti a 
source of off-balance sheet financing. Lessees must apply a modified retrospective transition approach 
for leases existing at, or entered Into after, the beginning of the earliest comparative period presented in 
the financial statements. Nonpublic entities should apply the amendments for fiscal years beginning after 
December 15, 2019. The Organization is currently evall)ating the impact this ASU will have on its 
consolidated financial statements. 

The FASB has issued ASU No. 2016-14. Not-for-Profit Entities (Topic 958): Presentation ofFinancial 
Statements ofNot-for-Profit Entities. ASU 2016-14 amends guidance on the current net asset 
classification requirements and the information presented in the financial statements and notes about a 
not-for-profit entity's liquidity, financial performance, and cash flows. ASU 2016-14 replaces the currently 
required three net asset classes with two net asset classes, nef assets with donor restrictions and net 
assets without donor restrictions Other amendments within ASU 2016-14 will improve the usefulness of 
Information provided to donors, granters, creditors, and other users of a not-for-profit's financial statements. 
The new guidance is effective for fiscal years beginning after December 15, 2017. The Organization is 
currently evaluating the impact this ASU will have on its consolidated financial statements. 

The FASS has issued certain new or modifications to. or interpretations of, existing accounting guidance 
in addition to the ASU's described above. The Organizallon has considered the new pronouncements and 
does not believe that any other new or modified guidance wrll have a material impact on the 
Organization's reported financial position or activities in the near term. 

Subsequent events: Management has assessed subsequent events through October 30, 2018, the date 
t/le consolidated financial statements were available to be issued. 
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Step lJp For Students, Inc. and Subsidiary 

Notes to Consolidated Flnarrcial Statements 
(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or for Year Ended June 30, 2017) 

Note 2. Tax Credit Scholarship Programs and Scholarships Awarded 

Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program and Scholarships Awarded - Florida Statutes permit Scholarship 
Funding Organizations participating 1n the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program to use up to 3% of 
eligible contributions received for administralive expenses. Scholarship Funding Orgenizations must 
expend for annual or'partial-year scholarships an amount equal to or greater than 75% of the net eligible 
contributions remaining after administrative expenses during the year in which such contributions are 
collected. No more than 25% of such net eligible contributions may be carried forward for expenditure to 
t11e following year During the year ended June 30, 2018, Step Up For Students collected $611.426.578 of 
eligible contributions Step Up For Students claimed an administrative allowance of S18.342.797 and 
expended S641,5g1,249 for scholarships during the year ended June 30, 2018. During the year ended 
June 30, 2017, Step Up For Students collected $548.818,096 of eligible contributions. Step Up For 
Students claimed an administrative allowance of $16,464,543 and expended $536,440,936 for 
scholarships during the year ended June 30, 2017. 

Scholarships under the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program are awarded annually to qualified 
students. To qualify for a scholarship, a student and ihe parents or guardian of that student must meet 
economic need requirements, enroll in an eligible private school and comply with certain other 
responsibilities for program participation Scnolarsh1ps for the 2017 -2018 and 2016 - 2017 school years 
could not exceed $6,920 and $5,886, respectively The scholarship ci'lecks are made payable to the 
student's parent or guardian and the private school. The checks are ml;liled to the schools in quarterty 
installments. Before the malling, the schools verify the students' attendance and that the students' 
parents or guardians have complied with their responsibilities under the program. Both the parents or 
guardians and schools endorse the checks before they are deposited into the schools' bank accounts. 

Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Program and Scholarships Awarded - The Alabama Accountability Act 
of 2013 and the Administrative Rulings by the Alabama Department of Revenue permit Scholarship 
Granting Organizations participating in the Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program to use up to 5% of 
eligible contributions received for administrative expenses. Scholarship Granting Organizations must 
expend for scholarships an amount equal to or greater than 95% of the net eligible contributions 
remaining after administrative expenses. During the year ended June 30, 2018, the Alabama Opportunity 
Scholarship Fund collected $22.521. 746 of eligible contributions. The Alabama Opportunity Scholarship 
Fund claimed an administrative allowance of $1,126,045 and expended $9,387,814 for scholarships 
during the year ended June 30. 2018. During the year ended June 30, 2017 the Alabama Opportunity 
Scholarship Fund collected $8,832,356 of eligible contributions. The Alabama Opportunity Scholarship 
Fund claimed an administrative allowance of $441,843 and expended $12.015,070 for scholarships 
during the year ended June 30. 2017 

Scholarships under the Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program are awarded annually to qualified 
students. To qualify for a scholarship, a student and the parents or guardian of that student must meet 
economic need requirements. enroll in an eligible private school and comply with certain other 
responsibilities for program participation. · 
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Step Up For Students, Irle. and Subsidiary 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 

(With Summarized Comparatlve Information as of orfor Year Ended June 30, 2017) 


Note3. Property and Equipment 

Property and equipment consisted of the following at June 30: 

2018 2017 

Furniture and equipment $ 1.505,601 $ 1,329,889 
Software 3.358,716 1,576,622 
Leasehold improvements 58,625 58,625 

4,922,942 2,965,136 
Less accumulated depreciation (1 ,936, 777) (1,552, 144) 

$ 2.986,165 $ 1,412,992 

Depreciation expense for the years ended June 30, 2018 and 2017. was $384,633 and $257,002, 
respectively. 

Note4, Line of Credit 

Step Up For Students has a $40,000.000 fine of credit agreement with a bank bearing interest at the one­
month LIBOR interest rate plus 1.5% (3.5% at June 30, 2018). Interest on the line of credit is payable 
monthly and matures on April 30, 2019. The line of credit is collateralized by substantially all the assets of 
Step Up For Students. The line of credit had an outstanding balance of $14,986,632 at June 30, 2018. 
There was no outstanding balance on the line of Cl'edit at June 30, 2017. 

Note 5. Temporarily Restricted Net Assets 

Temporarily restricted net assets are available for the following purposes at June· 30: 

2018 2017 

Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program $ 491 ,4'16,263 $ 472,385,063 
Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Program 12,937,978 2,869,334 
Communications, Policy and Public Affairs 1,153,854 481,769 

s 505,588,095 s 475,536.166 

Net assets were released from donor restriction.s by Incurring expenses satisfying the purpose specified 
by donors as follows: 

2018 201'7 

Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program $ 641.657,071 $ 536.518,868 
Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Program 9.910.152 12,546,988 
Communications, Policy and Public Affairs 1,309,560 226,805 

s 652,876,783 $ 549.292,481 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiary 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 

(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or for Year Ended June 30, 2017) 


Note 6. Commitments 

Th~ Organization feases certain office equipment and office space under operating leases which expire at 
vanous dates through August 2021. Rent expense for the years ended June 30, 2018 and 2017. was 
$809,539 and $m.444, respectively 

Minimum future annual lease payments under operating leases are as follows: 

Years ending June 30: 

2019 
2020 
2021 
2022 

$ 

$ 

764.093 
546,328 

3,896 
649 

1,314,966 

Note 7. Major Donors 

Step Up For Students: Contributions from two major donors accounted for approximately 32.0% of 
contributions and grants - Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program during ttie year ended June 30, 2018. 
At June 30. 2018, approximately 34.4% of pledges receivable are due from these major donors. 
Contributions from two major donors accounted for approximately 41.2% of contributions and grants ­
Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program during the year ended June 30 2017. At June 30, 2017 
approximately 47.4% of pledges receivable are due from these major donors. 

Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund· Contributions from one major donor accounted for approximately 
14.3% of contributions and grants - Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Program during the year ended 
June 30, 2018. Contributions from two maior donors accounted for approximately 59.4% of contributions 
and grants -Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Program during the year ended June 30, 2017. 

Note 8. Retirement Plan 

The Organization has a defined contribution 401(k) Savi_ngs Plan \the Plan). All employees who meet 
certain age and service requirements are eligible to participate in the Plan. The Plan provides for salary 
reduction contributions from employees up to the federal tax limit according to the Internal Revenue 
Code. In addition, there could be additional retirement benefits from discretionary employer contributions. 
Con1ributions to this Plan for the years ended June 30, 2018 and 2017. were $658,683 and $479,985, 
respectively, which is included in payroll taxes and employee benefits in the accompanying consolidated 
statement of fqnctional expenses. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiary 

Consolidating Statement of Financial Position 
June 30, 2018 

Step Up For 
Students 

Assets 
Current Assets 

Cash and cash equivalents $ 5,500,130 
Pledges receivable, net 502,820,023 
Accounts and grants recei11able net 5,050,724 
Prepaid expenses and other assets 673,794 
Funds held in trust for students 58,467,378 

Total current assets 572,512,049 

Alabama 
Opportunity 
Scholarship 

Fund 

$ 13,565,453 

87,056 
27,606 

13,700,119 

Eliminations 

$ 

Consolidated 

$ 19,085,563 
502.820,023 

5,137,782 
701,402 

58,467,378 
586,212, 168 

Restricted Certificate of Deposit 
Property and Equipment, Net 

Total assets 

190,000 
2,982 663 

$ 575,690,932 
3.282 

$ 13.703,401 $ 

196,000 
2 ,986,165 

$ 589,394,333 

Llabllities and Net Assets 
Current Liabiltties 

Accounts payable $ 272,771 $ 16,971 $ $ 289,742 
Accrued expenses 1,875,664 71,290 1,946,954 
Line of credit 14,986,632 14.986,632 
Funds held in trust for students liability 58,467,378 58,467,376 

Total current llabilltles 75,602,445 88,261 75,690,706 

Net Assets 
Unrestricted 
Temporarily restricted 

Total net assets 

7,438,370 
492,650, 117 
500,088,487 

677,162 
12,937,978 
13,615,140 

8 ,115,532 
505,588,095 
513,703,627 

Total liabilities and net assets S 575.SS0.932 s 13,703.401 $ $ 589,394,333 
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Stap Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiary 

Consolidating St•t•m•nt ot Activities 
Year End.ed Juno 30, 2018 

Unre&Uoc!ed 

Slej! Up For SWdents 
Temponmly 

Reslricltd Total 

Alabama ()pj)ottuni!l Scholarsllij! Fund 
Temporarily 

Unte&lllCled Realrided Total Consolldated 

Revenues and Suppon 

ConlribUllons and gram: 
Florida Tax Creel~ Scholal$hlp Program. nel 
Alabama Opponunlty SchollltShlp Progrem 
Grants and other contrlbutiol\S 

$ 18.342.797 

817.220 

s 660,768.271 

1.981.645 

$ 679111,068 

2.798.865 

s 
1.126 045 

8S5 

s 
19.883.701 

295.095 

$ 

21.(l09,746 

295.950 

s 679.111.068 
21 ,009.746 

3,094.815 

Gardlntlf Sd\olarship Progrem 

Olherreven"° 

2,834,231 
1,260,909 

2,834,231 

1.260,909 
2,834.231 
1,260,909 

Scholar&hip service conlrad revenue 
Nel auolS releawd !Tom restrictions 

718,720 

642.966.631 (642.956.631) 

718.720 
9.910,152 j9,910, 152l 

718.720 

Tot•I revenuK and support 666,940508 19,783.285 684,723,793 11,037,052 10.268,644 21,305,696 708.029.489 

Expens.. 
Program services: 

FIOrld• T•x Credit Scholsrahip Program 648,283,010 648.283.010 648,263,010 

Alabama Oppo~unlly Scholaral\lp Program 9.926.40~ 9.926.404 9 ,926,404 

Communlcallons. Palley and Public Artair.. 3,565,575 3,565,575 3,565,575 

Gardiner Schola111hip Program 3,418.161 3 418,161 3,418,161 

School OevelOpmenl and Student Learning 1,693.947 1.893.947 1.893 947 

Scholarship Service Conuact 766.733 766.733 766.733 

Advocacy an<I Civic Engagement 409,439 409,439 63.087 63,087 472.526 

Hope Scholarship 151,511 151,511 151,511 

Reading Scholersh1p 126.091 126 091 126.091 

Totat progt'am ••rvfces 658.614.467 658.614,467 9,969.491 9.989,491 668.603,958 

..•..•.... ... 

Supporluig setVices: 
General end administrative 
D<l••topment and lundnil&fng 

Total aupporting HNlcee 
Total o•ponaea 
Cheng• in Mt au•l8 

Net Assets 

~ 
Ending 

3.685.512 
2,311,2&4 

5,996,796 
66.4,611,263 

2,329,245 

5,109,125 
$ 7.438.370 $ 

19,783,2.85 

472.866.832 
492.650.117 s 

3,685,512 

2.J11.28<t 
5.996 796 

66.4.611 263 
22 112,530 

477 .975,957 
500.068.487 

233 422 
13&.046 
371 .468 

10,360.959 

676.093 

1.069 
$ 677.162 

10.268,644 

2.669,334 
s 12.937.978 $ 

233.422 
138,046 

371 .468 

10,360,959 

10.944.737 

2.670,403 
13.615.140 

3,918,934 
2,449,330 

6.368,264 

674.972.222 
33.057.267 

480.646,360 
$ 513.703,627 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiary 

Schedule of Expenditures of State Financial Assis~nce 
Year Ended June 30, 2018 

GrantorlProgram Title 
State Financial Assistance . 
Florida Department of Education and Commissioner of Education: 

Gardiner Scholarship Program 

Total expenditures of state financial uslstanee 

See notes to schedule of expenditures of state financial assistance. 

State Contract/ 
CSFA Grant State 

Number Number Expenditures 

48.1 13 92X-90025-80001 $ 80,008.601 

s 80.008,601 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiary 

Notes to Schedule of Expenditures of State Financial Assistance 
Year Ended June 30, 2-018 

Note 1. Basis of Presentation 

The accompanying schedule of expenditures of state financial assistance (the Schedule) includes the 
state financial assistance project activity of Step Up For Students, Inc. and its subsidiary (the 
Organization) under programs of the State of Florida for the year ended June 30. 2018. The information in 
this Sctiedule is presented in accordance with the requirements of the State of Florida Chapter 10.650, 
Rules of the Auditor General. Because the Schedule presents only a selected portion of the operations of 
the Organization, it is not intended to and does not present the financial position. changes in net assets or 
cash flows of the OrganiZation. 

Note 2. Summary of Significant Accounting PoUcies 

Expenditures reported on the Schedule are recognized on the accrual basis of accounting. Such 
expenditures are reported following the cost principles established by the State of Flonda Department 
of Financial Services, wherein certain types ofexpenditures are not allowable or are limited as to 
reimbursement. Pass-through entity identifying numbers (contract or grant number) are presented where 
available. 

Step Up For Students is acting as an agent for this program, therefore. there are no revenues and 
expenses reported on the accompanying statement of actiVitles for scholarship funds received and 
distributed from the State of Florida. The expenditures reported as state financial assistance on the 
Schedule represent amounts distributed for reimbursement of program-related educational expenditures 
on behalf of eligible children which totaled $77, 174.370 and $2,834.231 received from the State of Florida 
which was used to pay admlnlstratiVe expenses tor the admlnlstrauon of the program on behalf of the 
State of Florida. 
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RSMUS LIJ> 

Reporton Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 

and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Financial 


Statements Performed in Accordance With Government Auditing Standards 


lndependl!,nt Auditor's Report 

To the Board of Directors 
Step Up For Students, Inc. 

We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
Amenca and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, t~e consolidated financial statements of Step Up 
For Students. Inc. and its subsidiary (the Organization), which comprise the· consolidated statement of 
financial position as of June 30, 2018, and the related consolidated statements of actMties, functional 
expenses and cash flows for the year then ended, and the related notes to the consolidated financial 
statements. and have issued our report thereon dated October 30, 2018. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
In planning and performing our audit of the consolidated financial statements, we considered the 
Organization's internal control over financial reporting (internal control) to determine the audit procedures 
that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the consolidated 
financial statements. but not for the purpose ofexpressing an opinion on the effectiveness of tne 
Organization's intemal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
Organi2ation's intemal control. . 

A deficiency in intemal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management 
or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and 
correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a combination of 
deficiencies, In internal control, such that there 1s a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of 
the entity's financial statements wilt not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis. A 
significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe 
than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance. 

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this 
section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material 
weaknesses or significant deficiencies. Given these limitations, during our audit. we did not ldeotify any 
deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, material 
weaknesses may exist that have not been identified. 

Compliance and other Matters 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about wflether the Organization's consolidated financial 
statements are free from material misstatement. we performed tests of its compliance with certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a 
direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts However, providing an 
opinion on compfiance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not 
express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other 
matters that are required to be reported under Govemment Auditing Standards. 

THE POWER Of l!EINGUNOERSTOOO 
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Purpose of This Report 
The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance 
and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the Organization's 
internal control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit perfonned in accordance with 
Govemment Auditing Standards in considering the Organization's internal control and compliance. 
Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other purpose. 

Orlando, Florida 

October 30, 2018 
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RSM US LLP 

Report on Compliance for its Major State Financial Assistance Project and 

Report on Internal Control Over Compliance required by State of Florida 


Chapter 10.650, Rules of the Auditor General 


Independent Auditor's Report 


To the Board of Directors 
Step Up For Students, Inc. 

Report on Compliance for its Major State Financial Assistance Project 
We have audited Step Up For Students Inc. and its subsidiary's {the Organization) compliance with the 
types of compliance requirements described in the Department of Financial Services' State Projects 
Compliance Supplement that could have a direct and material effect on the Organization's major state 
financial assistance project for the year emjed June 30. 2018. The Organization's major state financial 
assistance project is identified in the summary of auditor's results section of the accompanying schedule 
of findings and questioned costs. 

Management's Responsibility 
Management is responsible for compliance with state statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions 
of its state financial assistance applicable to its state financial assistance project. 

Auditor's Responsibility 
Our responsibility is to express an opin ion on compliance for the Organization's major state financial 
assistance project based on our audit of the types ofcompliance requirements referred to above. We 
conducted our audit of compliance in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America: the standards applicable to financial audtts contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. and the State of Florida Chapter 
10.650, Rules ofthe Auditor General Those slandards and the State of Florida Chapter 10.650, Rules of 
the Auditor General, require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about 
whether noncompliance with the types orcompliance requirements referred to above that could have a 
direct and material effect on a major state financial assistance project occurred. An audtt includes 
examining, on a test basis. evidence about the Organization's compliance with those requirements and 
perlorming such other procedures as we considered necessary In the circumstances. 

We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion on compliance for its major state 
financial assistance project. However, our audit does not provide a legal determination of the 
Organization's compliance. 

Opinion on its Major State Financial Assistance Project 
In our opinion, the Organization complied, in all material respects, with the types of compliance 
requirements referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on its major state financial 
assistance project for the year ended June 30, 2018. 

THE PCWF i? 0" BE"INC UNOF. RSTOOO 
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Report on Internal Control Over Compliance 
Management of the Organization is responsible for establishing and maintaining effective internal control 
over compliance with the types of compliance requirements referred to above. In planning and performing 
our audit of compliance, we considered the Organization's internal control over compliance with the types 
of requirements that could have e direct and material effect on its major state financial assistance project 
to determine the auditing procedures that are appropriate In the circumstances for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on compliance for its major slate financial assistance project and to test and report 
on internal control over compliance In accordance with the State of Florida Chapter 10.650, Rules of the 
Auditor General, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of internal control 
over compliance. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the Organizatiori's 
internal coritrol over compliance. · 

A deficiency In internal control overcompliance exists when the design or operation ofa control over 
compliance does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned 
functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, noncompliance with a type of compllance requirement of a 
state financial assistance project on a timely basis. A material weakness in internal control over compliance 
is a deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal control over compliance, such that there is a 
reasonable possibility that material noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a state 
financial assistance project will not be prevented or detected and corrected, on a timely basis. A significant 
deficiency in internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal 
controi over compliance with a type of compliance requirement of a state financial assistance project that 
is less severe than a material weakness in internal control over compliance, yet important enough to merit 
attention by those charged with governance. 

Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in the first 
paragraph of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control over 
compliance that might be material weaknesses or significant deficiencies. We did not identify any 
deficiencies in internal control over compliance that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, 
material weaknesses may eJOst that have not been identified. 

The purpose of this report on internal control over compliance is solely to describe the scope of our 
testing of Internal control over compliance and the results of that testing based on the requirements of the 
State of Florida Chapter 10.650, Ru/es of the Auditor General. Accordingly, this report Is not suitable for 
any other purpose. 

Orlando, Florida 

October 30, 2018 
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Step Up For Students. Inc. and Subsidiary 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
Year Ended June 30, 2018 

I - Summary of Auditor's Results 

Financial Statements 

Type of auditor's' report issued: 	 Unmodified 

Internal control over financial reporting: 

Material weakness(es) identified? Yes X No 

Significant deficiency(ies) identified? Yes X None Reported 


Noncompliance material to financial statements noted? Yes X No 

State Financial Assistance 

Internal control over major program: 

Material weakness(es) identified? Yes X No 

Significant deficiency(ies) identified? Yes _...;;x.;;...__None Reported 


Type of auditor's report issued on compliance for 
major program: Unmodified 

Any audit findings disclosed that are required 
to be reported in accordance with Section 
10.654{1}(h)(1)(f), Rules of the Auditor General? ---Yes X---No 

Identification of major program: 

CSFA Numberfsl Name of State Financial Assistance Prolect 
48.113 	 Gardiner Scholarship Program 

Dollar threshold used to distinguish between type 

A and type B state financial assistance projects: $ 2,400.2.58 

II. 	 Financ ial Statement Findings 

No matters to report 

Ill. 	 Finding$ and Questioned Costs for State Financial Assistance 

No matters to report. 

IV. Other Reporting 

1. 	 No Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings is presented because there were no prior audit 
findings related to state financial assistance projects. 

2. 	 No Corrective Action Piao is presented because there were no findings required to be 
reported under the Florida Single Audit Act. 

3. 	 There was no management letter or control deficiency letter issued for lhe year ended 
June30, 2018, and there were no matters required to be reported in these letters. 
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Step Up For Students 


Annual Report for the Year Ending June 30, 2019 


• 	 Student Data Information on Applications, Application Approval and 

Scholarship Fuhding 

• 	 Scholarship Monies Collected, Distributed Scholarships and Year End 

Balances 
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Step Up For Students (FTC) 


Number of Students Who Completed Applications 


2018-2019 

Gounty l(fndergarten First Second Third Fourth Fffth Sixth Seventh Eighth Ninth Tenth Eleventh Twelfth Unknown Grand Total 
Alachua 169 155 132 123 130 127 135 105 9S 93 79 46 34 1423 
Baker 15 12 6 13 8 14 7 4 4 4 5 4 96 
Bay 35 22 24 20 29 15 24 28 14 17 6 11 4 249 
Bradford 39 38 33 26 25 27 30 27 17 17 14 15 9 317 
Brevard 471 396 373 361 366 329 320 274 260 234 176 154 135 1 3850 
Broward 1882 1615 1538 1422 1493 1320 1289 1182 1004 878 773 637 514 3 15550 
Calhoun 1 2 2 l 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 15 
Charlotte 77 47 49 44 38 47 49 S2 44 26 23 25 22 543 
Citrus 90 75 83 75 65 60 65 S9 36 41 41 23 29 742 
Clay 136 115 86 90 90 92 84 67 58 56 44 42 33 993 
Collier 101 84 75 68 76 62 73 59 51 41 42 29 17 778 
Columbia 78 65 SS 55 44 47 54 S2 40 28 27 28 13 586 
DeSoto 18 11 24 10 13 9 9 7 5 5 3 5 4 123 
Dixie 7 18 10 16 14 9 8 11 9 5 5 10 5 127 
Duval 1573 1303 1235 1133 1115 1063 1085 942 759 725 578 442 384 2 12339 
Escambia 337 291 261 250 268 230 224 225 190 130 129 86 78 2699 
Flagler 93 83 70 58 78 SS 48 66 39 33 27 20 13 683 
Franklin 12 5 10 8 9 6 4 6 1 6 3 2 2 74 
Gadsden 97 66 7 4 63 65 59 56 52 46 47 44 28 24 721 
Gilchrist 15 8 10 7 6 8 13 10 8 7 6 2 5 105 
Glades 7 5 2 4 4 6 1 4 3 3 1 3 43 
Gulf 3 3 5 5 6 3 3 4 5 1 5 1 2 46 
Hamilton 20 12 13 19 13 18 17 15 9 6 8 16 10 176 
Hardee 9 11 3 10 10 6 8 6 2 6 7 1 3 82 
Hendry 37 28 31 22 43 26 18 18 21 9 18 11 8 1 291 
Hernando 115 110 117 82 98 76 94 71 57 53 42 30 28 973 
Highlands 108 79 75 71 69 65 67 41 44 45 39 35 29 767 
Hillsborough 916 802 835 670 661 656 620 559 487 384 339 302 247 7478 
Holmes 4 2 2 1 4 3 2 3 1 1 23 
Indian River 79 54 60 59 39 60 47 42 35 38 25 20 15 573 
Jackson 18 15 10 11 18 14 15 10 14 12 5 9 5 156 
Jefferson 19 19 15 13 11 9 9 15 12 11 3 6 6 148 
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Step Up For Students (FTC) 


Number of Students Who Completed Applications 


2018-2019 

eo.unty Krnder~arten First Second ;hfrd Fourth Filth Sixth Seventh Eighth llhnth Tenth Eleven\h Twelfth Unlinown Grand Total 
Lafayette s 7 7 7 s 5 3 1 1 1 2 4 2 so 
Lake 315 262 282 182 198 218 205 187 192 123 121 83 68 1 2437 
Lee 222 195 203 141 173 176 159 152 134 108 97 75 . 63 1898 
Leon 232 154 168 156 160 156 146 135 119 110 80 59 55 1730 
Levy 38 30 34 21 27 30 23 21 27 16 21 9 18 315 
Liberty 1 1 3 5 
Madison 9 5 7 12 7 11 7 9 5 5 4 2 2 85 
Manatee 141 125 113 121 108 95 134 95 83 58 52 40 47 1212 
Marion 374 304 273 260 232 238 251 209 164 178 131 123 65 2802 
Martin 70 46 49 44 42 35 39 36 45 14 35 15 14 484 
Miami-Dade 4432 3705 3423 3209 3180 3059 2936 2615 2227 2028 1587 1415 1114 7 34937 
Monroe 40 24 16 24 20 16 13 16 18 14 8 11 7 1 228 
Nassau 33 43 32 24 34 31 36 29 22 16 19 10 18 347 
Okaloosa 106 87 72 76 80 72 70 67 54 43 42 32 35 836 
Okeechobee 40 25 23 18 28 26 15 18 15 14 13 11 12 258 
Orange 2022 1758 1694 1520 1558 1386 1365 1220 1014 936 759 653 584 3 16472 
Osceola 582 549 510 498 491 438 452 384 333 310 233 194 182 1 5157 
Palm Beach 703 565 560 464 472 453 451 389 359 313 254 176 173 2 5334 
Pasco 255 207 232 192 198 179 178 150 146 144 117 89 92 2179 
Pinellas 712 571 553 473 502 479 453 403 382 328 238 232 197 5523 
Polk 649 559 496 482 487 453 448 376 338 302 243 179 202 1 5215 
Putnam 72 64 62 37 54 39 34 34 40 37 21 25 18 537 
Santa Rosa 39 63 60 48 47 56 47 45 35 44 21 20 10 535 
Sarasota 114 102 86 75 110 94 82 90 76 57 44 34 31 995 
Seminole 308 300 260 257 249 226 220 209 177 149 125 105 109 2694 
St. Johns 97 90 70 73 72 73 65 57 39 42 37 18 30 763 
St . Lucie 304 236 252 228 228 195 216 172 172 137 127 105 78 2450 
Sumter 27 15 18 11 18 14 9 16 9 7 3 s 1 153 
Suwannee 47 55 45 41 44 42 43 38 28 21 18 17 15 454 
Taylor 25 18 15 14 12 15 12 18 9 6 3 6 4 157 
Union 3 5 5 7 9 6 3 4 6 4 6 11 1 70 
Volusia 628 565 545 469 435 448 433 414 288 302 242 189 177 5135 
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Step Up For Students (FTC) 


Number of Students Who Completed Applications 


2018-2019 


County Kinder_garten Fir·st Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Seventh E!ghth Ninth l'enth Eleventh Twelfth Unknown Gfand Total 
Wakulla 21 13 13 18 12 12 10 5 9 9 9 3 4 138 
Walton 22 8 12 12 9 13 9 11 8 7 6 5 2 124 
Washington 14 21 6 4 16 13 14 8 10 7 11 11 1 136 
Grao!l Total 19282 16327 15SS6 14028 14226 13923 13061 11650 9957 8859 7248 6006 5113 23 154615 
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Step Up For Students (FTC) 


Number of Students Who Were Approved 


2018-2019 
County Kindergarten First Secona Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Seventh Eighth Ninth Tenfl'i Eleventh Twelfth Grand Tutal 
Alachua 175 139 12S 133 130 95 112 93 80 53 50 39 36 1260 
Baker 2 6 11 8 10 13 7 13 8 6 10 5 7 106 
Bay 27 20 25 14 25 22 16 19 21 6 8 6 l 210 
Bradford 15 12 22 21 18 12 20 21 12 17 15 17 12 214 
Brevard 28S 327 264 272 272 264 243 256 207 141 143 111 90 2875 
Broward 1217 1329 1314 1081 1062 1026 919 862 736 658 613 511 417 11745 
Calhoun 1 1 2 1 1 6 
Charlotte 

Citrus 
51 
67 

SS 
73 

50 
77 

49 
57 

47 
69 

58 
70 

51 
57 

45 
48 

49 
48 

28 
30 

15 
34 

18. 
24 

15 
16 

531 
670 

Clay 46 66 57 61 65 65 63 58 so 37 40 32 21 661 
Collier 54 56 46 64 62 62 52 36 47 32 31 21 20 583 
Columbia 40 51 63 so 52 47 44 56 43 41 32 18 16 553 
DeSoto 8 11 15 14 10 B 14 8 6 7 6 3 7 122 
Dixie 7 3 5 4 7 3 4 4 6 5 8 5 2 63 
Duval 802 880 827 818 818 781 803 736 693 550 472 404 380 8904 
Escambia 205 221 229 220 200 183 172 172 142 118 109 72 84 2127 
Flagler 44 58 46 45 41 52 63 SS 37 20 18 19 19 517 
Franklin 5 s 4 8 3 1 3 1 2 2 3 3 40 
Gadsden 25 26 36 37 52 56 44 45 36 29 40 27 36 489 
Gilchrist 8 6 4 3 8 6 5 5 4 2 7 4 6 68 
Glades 2 1 3 1 s 5 3 l 2 2 l 2 28 
Gulf 2 6 3 6 3 7 6 1 4 2 40 
Hamilton 8 12 9 9 10 10 s 9 10 10 s 5 2 104 
Hardee 6 7 5 3 7 9 3 6 1 1 l 49 
Hendry 17 24 28 23 20 25 28 24 26 18 15 8 8 264 
Hernando 86 84 113 96 96 92 101 90 77 68 60 40 30 1033 
Highlands 60 76 67 67 73 57 67 68 46 26 24 13 11 655 
Hillsborough 650 626 633 558 640 589 566 556 423 430 358 307· 243 6579 
Holmes 3 3 3 l l 3 1 1 1 2 3 22 
Indian River 47 34 43 38 42 34 48 39 32 15 17 9 11 409 
Jackson 13 22 12 16 12 14 17 12 11 10 3 1 2 145 
Jefferson 7 6 3 8 9 11 5 12 4 4 6 7 2 84 
Lafayette 1 5 4 4 9 1 5 3 5 2 1 44 
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Step Up for Students (FTC} 


Number of Students Who Were Approved 


2018-2019 
County Kindergarten first Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Seventh E1ghtb Ntnth Tenth Eleventh Twelfth Grand Total 
Lake 202 202 189 183 178 197 165 173 143 115 103 108, 86 2044 
Lee 148 160 143 157 134 126 133 105 87 93 74 59 53 1472 
Leon 91 94 94 82 83 63 75 59 54 42 41 22 28 828 
Levy 22 21 25 21 28 28 30 32 18 18 19 12 5 279 
Liberty 1 1 l 1 1 5 
Madison 5 1 5 1 2 2 2 4 0 0 0 22 
Manatee 81 115 98 88 84 85 91 82 63 62 48 39 24 960 
Marion 243 236 252 208 217 226 206 210 180 160 106 91 100 2435 
Martin 35 31 46 39 37 35 36 30 34 23 12 14 12 384 
Miami-Dade 3332 3852 3427 2840 2795 2529 2087 1835 1546 1351 1116 911 857 28478 
Monroe 17 12 18 19 16 12 16 9 7 4 1 2 2 135 
Nassau 33 27 23 32 25 22 20 20 24 10 15 5 5 261 
Okaloosa 62 65 62 75 59 63 54 35 23 18 11 23 7 557 
Okeechobee 19 19 19 27 25 19 19 14 16 11 7 6 4 205 
Orange 1167 1339 1229 1122 1150 1070 1008 976 827 630 532 435 379 11864 
Osceola 347 396 379 407 423 370 394 391 353 309 250 223 189 4431 
Palm Beach 377 401 366 327 352 367 364 326 283 218 189 162 147 3879 
Pasco 137 177 . 167 173 168 154 161 116 128 112 97 86 68 1744 
Pinellas 365 392 432 345 402 427 415 420 340 298 225 199 163 M23 
Polk 447 437 487 432 449 436 403 370 334 277 243 202 194 4711 
Putnam ~ 45 49 55 57 48 48 37 34 19 16 13' 13 478 
Santa Rosa 54 49 51 46 43 30 39 45 36 25 27 21 15 481 
Sarasota 70 76 76 78 82 64 72 68 57 50 37 36 14 780 
Seminole 185 188 189 184 174 156 144 136 94 92 71 58 52 1723 
St. Johns 46 68 79 56 55 44 41 41 38 22 22 17 12 541 
St. Lucie 233 288 235 210 218 204 198 161 151 124 102 82 59 2265 
Sumter 17 12 12 9 17 6 12 16 12 12 10 7 6 148 
Suwannee 32 45 44 35 38 49 43 35 37 31 36 30 20 475 
Taylor 9 20 22 20 24 20 15 18 14 14 6 9 6 197 
Union 7 7 3 2 5 7 7 8 2 2 2 2 1 SS 
Volusia 419 411 392 364 407 352 344 309 276 218 179 164 149 3984 
Wakulla 9 12 5 14 13 9 6 13 9 6 5 10 6 117 
Walton 10 5 6 10 14 4 10 5 8 1 l 5 3 82 
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Step Up For Students (FTC) 

Number of Students Who Were Approved 


2018·2019 

County Kindergarten Fl~st Second Third Fourth Fifth $ixth Sevent.ll Rgh\h Ntnth Tentli Eleventh Twelfth Grand Total 
Washington 17 24 24 13 11 12 17 16 6 7 6 5 4 162 
Grand Total 1~268 13477 ~2794 11464 11661 10931 10218 9469 8103 6747 5760 4793 4180 H-1865 
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Step Up For Students (FTC) 


Number of Students Who Received Scholarship Funding 


201B·2019 
·county Kindergarten First Second Jhlrd F,ourth Fifth Sixth Seventh Eighth Ninth Tenth Eleventh Twelft);l Grand Total 
Alachua 140 108 106 108 113 78 88 70 6S 45 41 29 25 1016 
Baker 2 4 8 7 9 7 6 12 6 6 8 s 4 84 
Bay 23 16 20 12 23 17 13 16 18 4 4 4 170 
Bradford 14 12 19 17 17 10 19 19 10 15 11 15 11 189 
Brevard 233 272 227 229 235 223 219 218 182 98 103 80 62 2381 
Broward 944 1123 1087 914 904 856 749 719 608 445 464 367 306 9486 
Calhoun 1 1 2 1 1 

< 

6 
Charlotte 39 48 45 46 43 53 43 39 46 22 9 12 11 4S6 
Citrus S8 67 66 54 62 61 50 41 37 24 28 16 13 577 
Clay 32 SS 47 51 56 53 S4 49 40 31 33 2S 12 541 
Collier 37 47 39 53 49 53 38 27 33 23 28 17 16 460 
Columbia 34 42 so 44 49 42 33 52 34 36 30 17 12 475 
DeSoto 7 7 12 10 8 11 10 8 6 5 3 2 3 92 
Dixie 7 3 5 4 7 3 4 4 6 s 8 s 2 63 
Duval 6SS 754 701 702 679 671 661 604 570 408 3S2 302 262 7321 
Escambia 172 191 197 183 172 157 145 149 111 77 85 52 53 1744 
Flagler 39 S3 39 41 38 49 57 48 33 14 16 14 14 455 
Franklin s 4 3 7 2 1 3 1 2 2 3 3 36 
Gadsden 21 21 30 33 42 43 38 37 28 24 35 22 32 406 
Gilchrist 6 4 2 3 7 6 4 5 2 2 4 3 1 49 
Glades 2 1 3 5 4 3 1 2 2 1 24 
Gulf 2 6 3 6 2 5 3 4 1 32 
Hamilton 8 11 9 8 9 10 4 9 5 9 l 3 1 87 
Hardee s s 5 3 7 8 3 3 39 
Hendry 14 20 22 18 19 22 24 17 25 12 11 4 4 212 
Hernando 73 68 94 78 76 76 8S 78 64 43 47 3i 2S 839 
Highlands SS 69 63 61 68 so 58 59 36 22 15 9 7 572 
Hillsborough 509 538 537 457 517 487 452 462 351 316 284 2S8 167 5335 
Holmes 3 3 3 l 1 3 l 1 l 2 2 21 
Indian River 40 26 36 33 37 32 34 33 28 8 9 7 7 330 
Jackson 9 14 10 13 8 11 15 9 9 8 3 1 2 112 
Jefferson 7 5 3 8 8 8 5 11 2 4 4 s 2 72 
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Step Up For Students (FTC) 


Number of Students Who Received Scholarship Funding 


2018-2019 
County Kindergarten first Second Thi rd Fotdrth Fffth Sixth Seventh Eight!) Ntnt'1 Tenth Eleventh Twelfth Grand Total 

Lafayette 3 4 4 3 8 1 3 1 4 1 32 
Lake 159 162 161 155 144 165 134 147 123 87 83 87 67 1674 
Lee 117 132 124 129 119 106 113 95 74 71 63 46 42 1231 
Leon 67 75 73 69 67 49 54 43 43 26 25 12 22 625 
Levy 19 19 22 18 22 24 27 27 15 13 16 11 3 236 
Liberty 1 1 1 3 
Madison 1 4 1 2 2 1 3 14 
Manatee 69 105 86 83 71 77 81 66 55 49 40 32 15 829 
Marion 187 196 221 177 182 189 172 191 157 123 80 78 77 2030 
Martin 26 28 39 31 28 30 32 24 26 17 8 11 10 310 
Miami· Dade 2696 3200 2885 2401 2377 2204 1709 1517 1289 956 857 723 608 23422 
Monroe 13 12 16 14 14 11 14 8 7 2 1 1 113 

Nassau 28 25 21 28 23 21 18 18 23 10 11 5 1 232 
Okaloosa 44 56 49 56 43 57 42 32 16 14 8 15 5 437 
Okeechobee 15 17 16 26 22 14 17 12 13 9 3 2 3 169 
Orange 927 1137 1061 945 956 917 831 802 665 434 388 315 236 9614 
Osceola 276 346 329 351 371 322 335 338 309 239 194 173 130 3713 
Palm Beach 279 333 304 284 287 315 303 272 243 149 141 123 114 3147 
Pasco 109 151 137 148 142 132 132 99 106 88 69 GS 57 1438 
Pinellas 290 332 376 294 340 359 340 350 276 214 172 162 116 3621 
Polk 357 356 415 360 362 358 325 312 270 215 202 156 136 3824 
Putnam 38 38 44 48 so 39 42 30 24 16 13 11 10 403 
Santa Rosa 39 40 43 35 39 27 32 35 32 18 21 14 13 388 
Sarasota 59 67 68 72 78 56 65 58 52 44 27 33 8 687 
Seminole 137 152 155 154 146 134 122 118 73 66 54 45 38 1394 
St. Johns 36 53 64 45 48 39 33 36 29 7 16 16 9 431 
St Lucie 187 243 202 177 176 180 156 133 119 86 73 60 41 1833 
Sumter 14 8 7 8 12 1 8 11 7 7 6 3 4 96 
Suwannee 26 41 42 31 35 44 40 32 28 27 33 25· 18 422 
Taylor 9 18 19 16 21 15 12 15 9 13 4 9 5 165 
Union 6 6 2 1 4 3 5 6 2 1 1 1 1 39 
Volusia 318 344 309 304 339 295 289 264 217 161 136 123 98 3197 
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Step Up For Students (FTC) 

Number of Students Who Received Scholarship Funding 

2018-2019 
County Kindergarten Fi~st Second Th1rd Fotirth Fifth Sixth Seventh Eighth Ninth Tenth Eleventh Twelfth brand Total 

Wakulla 5 11 5 13 7 9 5 9 7 5 3 9 5 93 

Walton 9 5 3 9 11 3 8 3 6 1 1 4 2 65 
Washington 15 17 18 9 10 11 11 14 4 4 6 3 2 124 
Grand Total 9773 11328 10815 9701 9826 9327 8429 7923 6686 4886 4399 3688 2952 99733 
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Step Up For Students (Gardiner) 


Number of Students Who Completed Applications 


2018·2019 

Cou11ty P3 P4 P.K K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Gl'llnd Total 
Alachua 15 18 27 31 28 27 23 23 24 19 15 13 17 11 8 299 
Baker 1 2 2 l 3 l 1 1 3 l l 17 
Bay 5 4 8 11 8 11 11 6 B 7 6 2 3 3 3 96 
Bradford 1 1 3 1 3 1 2 l 3 2 18 
Brevard 38 61 1 79 80 64 70 63 75 71 65 59 58 32 28 36 880 
Broward 88 120 167 101 87 98 92 86 102 92 84 101 80 49 72 1419 
Calhoun 1 1 1 3 
Charlotte l 5 4 5 4 6 5 7 5 4 3 4 3 2 6 64 
Citrus 6 7 7 7 6 6 9 12 6 4 11 5 6 6 10 108 
Clay 4 8 24 13 12 19 17 24 12 24 15 18 10 10 10 220 
Collier 6 12 18 12 7 14 9 10 18 5 11 11 10 10 8 161 
Columbia 1 2 7 10 12 6 9 9 14 14 6 13 11 11 ll 136 
DeSoto 1 2 1 2 2 2 1 l 2 1 15 
Dixie 2 4 2 1 9 
Duval 29 63 94 54 42 62 63 73 72 70 64 61 60 49 46 902 
Escambia 6 8 19 19 13 17 13 18 23 20 17 16 14 11 6 220 
Flagler 3 4 12 8 11 9 7 6 8 5 9 5 6 2 4 99 
Franklin 1 1 1 3 
Gadsden 3 8 4 5 4 3 5 3 4 3 1 3 1 47 
Gilchrist 2 1 1 2 2 2 1 6 2 2 21 
Glades 1 2 1 1 5 
Gulf l 2 1 1 5 
Hamilton 1 2 1 1 5 
Hardee 1 1 1 1 1 l 1 1 8 
Hendry 1 1 1 4 4 4 2 2 1 2 1 23 
Hernando 22 24 45 32 32 32 31 32 22 29 23 15 18 14 20 391 
Highlands 1 4 7 11 2 3 5 5 3 4 1 2 2 l 51 
Hillsborough 60 92 119 110 73 97 91 87 84 69 89 74 51 36 37 1169 
Holmes 1 1 1 l 1 5 
Indian River 3 7 10 13 9 8 9 11 11 12 6 6 2 3 5 115 
Jackson 2 1 3 2 1 1 1 3 2 3 3 1 23 
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Step Up For Students {Gardiner) 

Number of Students Who Completed Applications 


2018-2019 


P3 P4 PK Kcounty 1 2 3 4 s 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Grand Total 
Jefferson 1 1 2 4 1 1 2 4 1 4 2 23 
Lafayette 1 l 1 2 l 6 
Lake 24 47 68 52 31 41 43 34 41 48 so 31 21 20 29 580 
Lee 12 29 35 30 23 33 21 39 28 24 26 2S 15 18 16 374 
Leon 40 47 47 31 15 30 25 32 30 17 33 20 17 10 19 413 
Levy 2 2 3 1 2 2 4 2 2 l 1 1 1 24 
Liberty 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 
Madison 1 1 1 2 1 1 7 
Manatee 18 24 1 26 34 17 23 31 25 30 28 21 22 32 21 12 365 
Marion 18 23 27 17 31 32 23 20 21 28 18 21 15 9 11 314 
Martin 10 6 16 7 20 8 11 14 14 10 10 12 10 1 6 155 
Miami-Dade 315 345 368 249 183 154 164 144 191 98 100 94 114 79 97 2695 
Monroe 6 4 3 2 2 1 6 3 11 2 l 3 1 4S 
Nassau 3 3 4 4 s 2 3 7 11 1 3 11 4 6 67 
Okaloosa 11 17 3S 33 26 20 25 14 11 lS 19 9 10 5 4 254 
Okeechobee 2 3 4 3 4 1 1 4 1 2 1 2 1 29 
Orange 81 121 19S 148 138 138 130 130 130 125 106 103 69 49 59 1722 
Osceola 29 44 62 47 Sl 33 52 48 33 42 37 31 29 25 18 581 
Palm Beach 90 84 118 57 S4 6S 71 67 72 71 60 72 58 35 46 1020 
Pasco 29 32 S3 61 40 63 37 63 48 so 47 49 39 38 33 682 
Pinellas 27 37 6S S7 39 58 59 58 61 65 84 S4 SS 49 51 819 
Polk 25 50 90 71 60 85 70 82 76 73 57 63 48 46 38 934 
Putnam 2 3 1 1 3 6 5 1 3 4 1 3 33 
Santa Rosa 8 7 18 10 10 11 12 16 14 11 10 10 10 4 2 153 
Sarasota 7 24 21 12 7 17 16 15 22 25 20 2S 14 13 12 250 
Seminole 29 45 77 51 51 S6 S8 54 61 49 49 50 37 27 33 727 
St. Johns 15 15 26 25 12 16 10 11 13 16 14 14 20 11 18 236 
St. Lucie 20 27 40 24 32 34 22 22 18 24 24 22 9 9 18 345 
Sumter 1 1 2 1 6 4 3 6 3 3 5 1 1 1 38 
Suwannee 7 3 6 4 7 3 4 4 6 5 5 2 2 58 
Taylor l 1 1 4 1 2 1 2 1 14 
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Step Up For Students (Gardiner) 


Number of Students Who Completed Applications 


2018-2019 

County P3 P4 Pi< K 1 2 3 4 s 6 7 8 9 10 l1 12 Grand Total 

Union 3 1 2 1 1 3 1 12 
Volusia 23 34 80 53 38 42 66 48 56 54 59 41 38 27 22 681 
Wakulla 3 1 1 1 3 2 1 1 3 1 3 4 l 25 
Walton 11 14 15 7 8 5 2 6 5 2 2 3 4 2 86 
Washington 3 l l 2 1 l 9 
Grand Total a.164 1547 2 2181 1628 1344 1490 1451 1480 1519 1368 1301 1205 1028 769 842 20319 
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Step Up For Students (Gardiner) 


Number of Students Who Received Scholarship Funding 


2018-2019 

County P3 P4 K 1 3 4 s 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Grand Total 
Alachua 9 15 17 17 22 22 13 17 17 11 12 8 14 9 3 206 
Baker 2 1 l 1 1 2 1 9 
Bay 2 4 6 8 6 6 5 3 4 5 5 1 2 2 59 
Bradford l 1 1 2 1 1 1 l 9 
Brevard 28 ' 47 59 49 39 48 42 58 57 49 42 44 26 24 27 639 
Broward 57 75 91 47 49 56 47 44 50 61 54 62 60 33 41 827 
Calhoun 1 1 l 3 
Charlotte l 3 1 3 1 4 4 3 3 2 1 3 2 1 s 37 
Citrus 3 3 2 5 5 5 6 8 5 4 9 3 6 4 7 75 
Clay 2 5 16 8 8 13 8 11 7 15 13 13 6 9 8 142 
Collier 4 9 13 7 s 11 6 5 12 3 6 9 8 10 5 113 
Columbia 1 1 3 6 7 3 7 6 6 12 6 11 9 11 8 97 
DeSoto 1 1 1 1 l 2 1 8 
Dixie 2 3 1 1 7 
Duval 21 39 54 34 26 35 37 so 40 49 41 41 47 37 33 584 
Escambia 4 4 7 11 9 9 8 13 15 12 13 11 12 9 3 140 
Flagler 2 3 7 6 10 8 2 s 6 3 8 4 4 2 2 72 
Gadsden 1 6 3 5 2 2 3 2 2 1 1 28 
Gilchrist 1 1 2 2 2 4 2 2 16 
Glades 1 1 1 1 4 
Gulf l 1 1 3 
Hamilton 1 l 1 3 
Hardee 1 1 1 l 1 5 
Hendry 1 1 l 3 2 2 1 l 2 14 
Hernando 17 20 33 24 22 23 24 20 16 24 16 14 17 11 12 293 
Highlands 1 2 5 6 1 1 l 2 2 3 1 2 2 l 30 
Hillsborough 39 58 68 61 41 42 46 53 43 44 55 49 32 25 26 682 
Holmes 1 1 1 3 
Indian River 2 4 10 9 8 6 5 9 5 10 5 5 1 3 5 87 
Jackson 1 1 l 2 1 3 2 1 12 
Jefferson 1 3 1 1 2 4 4 1 17 
Lafayette 1 1 l 3 
lake 17 38 52 38 23 24 28 21 29 32 36 23 16 17 20 414 
Lee 5 23 24 17 17 23 12 26 14 15 16 18 12 17 10 249 
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Step Up For Students (Gardiner) 

Number of Student s W ho Received Scholarship Funding 


2018-2019 

Courlty P3 P4 K 1 2 3 4 s 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Grand Total 
Leon 28 39 32 22 13 23 13 24 23 14 27 17 12 6 14 307 
Levy 1 2 2 l 1 2 l 1 1 12 
Liberty 1 1 1 1 4 
Madison 1 l 1 3 
M anatee 13 18 20 17 11 13 17 15 13 22 15 14 27 16 8 239 
Marion 9 12 20 8 22 19 11 11 14 17 13 16 8 7 10 197 
Martin 7 3 12 3 11 7 8 12 13 6 10 7 8 1 6 114 
Miami-Dade 230 263 250 158 122 99 95 91 112 61 67 57 84 62 60 1811 
Monroe 5 4 3 1 2 4 2 7 2 1 2 1 34 
Nassau 1 1 2 1 2 2 4 7 1 2 5 3 6 37 
Oka loosa 5 14 23 23 18 13 16 9 7 8 13 8 7 3 4 171 
Okeechobee 1 2 3 3 3 l 3 1 1 1 1 1 21 
Orange 46 85 92 84 86 69 78 76 73 75 78 75 53 35 40 1045 
Osceola 20 33 38 27 38 16 35 30 25 27 29 21 17 15 7 378 
Palm Beach 72 70 85 29 36 42 42 39 48 54 47 49 46 25 32 716 
Pasco 20 19 28 39 28 36 17 43 33 40 36 38 32 29 25 463 
Pinellas 16 28 40 36 23 33 36 39 38 49 62 42 45 33 37 557 
Polk 16 34 45 33 38 50 41 42 49 52 39 so 42 39 24 594 
Putnam 1 2 2 2 1 3 1 3 15 
Santa Rosa 6 5 9 7 7 4 8 11 10 7 9 8 6 4 101 
Sarasota 3 17 11 7 6 11 8 10 14 18 16 21 11 9 7 169 
Seminole 21 34 48 29 30 36 41 37 48 37 41 42 29 22 22 517 
St. Johns 11 12 17 18 8 8 6 6 9 12 11 10 16 10 11 165 
St. Lucie 16 20 24 16 24 19 17 13 10 15 13 18 6 8 10 229 
Sumter 1 1 5 3 1 2 2 4 19 
Suwannee s 2 5 2 6 2 3 3 6 s 3 2 2 46 
Taylor l 1 2 1 1 1 2 1 10 
Union 3 2 1 6 
Volusia 14 27 42 32 25 25 43 35 38 46 40 30 27 22 16 462 
Wakulla 1 1 1 1 3 1 2 4 l 15 
Walton 8 10 11 5 5 4 1 3 2 2 3 4 l 59 
Washington 1 1 1 1 1 5 
Grand Tot al 792 1121 1341 96'1 882 888 86b 927 947 950 935 864 782 595 960 13411 
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Step Up For Students (Reading) 


Number of Students Who Received Funding 


2018·2019 
County Kiriderga'rten First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Seventh Eighth Ninth Tenth Elev.erith Twelfth Gr.and i:otal 
Alachua 2 9 14 25 
Baker 8 4 5 17 
Bay 27 25 52 
Bradford 2 2 
Brevard 31 26 57 
Broward 45 312 319 676 
Calhoun 2 3 5 
Charlotte 3 23 24 so 
Citrus 1 4 11 16 
Clay 1 74 72 147 
Collier 6 66 49 121 
Columbia 9 43 43 95 
Dade 30 171 126 327 
DeSoto 1 3 4 
Duval s 27 18 so 
Escambia 8 36 15 59 
Flagler 2 19 20 41 
Frankl in 4 16 3 23 
Gadsden 5 2 7 
Gilchrist 4 4 
Hamilton 2 1 3 
Hardee 1 2 l 4 
Hendry 1 1 2 
Hernando 10 11 17 38 
Highlands 3 28 27 58 
Hillsborough 29 140 108 277 
Holmes 3 3 
Indian River 6 32 24 62 
Island 

Jackson 
1 

1 
1 
1 

Jefferson 

Lafayette 

lake 
2 

4 

4 

51 

1 
2 

so 

1 
8 

105 
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Step Up For Students (Reading) 


Number of Students Who Received Funding 


2018-2019 

County Kindergarten First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Seventh Eighth Ninth Tenth Eleventh TWelfth Grand Total 

Lee 7 4 
 11 

Leon 1 29 48 
 78 

Levy 2 
 1 
 3 

Liberty 1 2 
 3 

Madison 6 
 1 
 7 

Manatee 17 63 72 
 152 

Marion 9 75 71 
 155 

Martin 4 
 29 28 
 61 

Monroe 3 6 
 9 

Nassau 1 8 
 4 
 13 

Okaloosa 5 7 10 
 22 

Okeechobee 2 11 17 
 30 

Orange 133 647 714 
 1494 

Osceola 2 11 16 
 29 

Palm Beach 19 79 71 
 169 

Pasco 29 88 78 
 195 

Pinellas 3 41 45 
 89 

Polk 21 47 60 
 128 

Putnam 6 4 
 10 

Santa Rosa 2 3 1 
 6 

Sarasota 13 59 56 
 128 

Seminole 25 98 137 
 260 

St. Johns 2 57 62 
 121 

St. Lucie 3 28 18 
 49 

Sumter 1 1 2 
 4 

Suwannee 2 11 4 
 17 

Taylor 1 
 1 

Volusia 2 15 13 
 30 

Wakulla 2 1 
 3 

Walton 2 9 8 
 19 

Washington 1 
 1 
 2 

Grand Total 0 0 0 478 2594 2567 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 5639 


Page 143 




Step Up For Students (Reading) 


Number of Students Who Were Approved 


2018·2019 
County 
Alachua 

Baker 

Bay 

Bradford 

Brevard 

Broward 

Calhoun 

Charlotte 

Citrus 
Clay 

Collier 

Columbia 

Dade 

DeSoto 
Duval 

Escambia 

Flagler 
Franklin 

Gadsden 
Gilchrist 

Hamilton 

Hardee 

Hendry 

Hernando 
Highlands 

Hillsborough 

Holmes 
Indian River 

Island 

Jackson 
Jefferson 

Lafayette 
Lake 

Kindergarten First Second Third 

2 

9 

45 

3 

1 
1 

6 
9 

31 

s 
8 
2 

4 

1 

10 
3 

29 

6 

2 
4 

Fourth 
9 

4 

27 

2 
31 

313 

2 
23 

4 
74 

66 
43 

171 
1 

28 
36 
19 
16 

5 
4 

2. 

2 

1 
11 

28 
141 

32 
1 

1 

4 
51 

Fifth 
14 

s 
25 

26 
320 

3 
24 

11 
72 

49 
43 

126 
3 

18 
lS 
20 
3 
2 

1 

1 

1 
18 
27 

108 
3 

24 

1 
2 

so 

Sixth Seventh Eighth Ninth Tenth Eleventh Twelfth Grand Total 

2.5 

9 

61 
2 

57 
678 

5 

so 
16 

147 
121 

9S 

328 
4 

Sl 
59 
41 
23 

7 
4 

3 
4 

2 
39 
58 

278 
3 

62 
1 

1 
1 

8 
lOS 

Page 144 



Step Up For Students (Reading) 


Number of Students Who Were Approved 


2018-2019 

County Kindergarten First second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Seventh Eighth Ninth Tenth Eleventh Twelfth Grand Total 

tee 7 4 
 11 

Leon 1 29 48 
 78 

Levy 2 1 
 3 

Liberty 1 2 
 3 

Madison 6 1 
 7 

Manatee 17 64 73 
 154 

Marion 9 75 71 
 155 

Martin 4 29 28 
 61 

Monroe 3 6 
 9 

Nassau 1 8 4 
 13 

Okaloosa 5 7 11 
 23 

Okeechobee 2 11 17 
 30 

Orange 134 648 715 
 1497 

Osceola 2 11 16 
 29 

Palm Beach 19 80 71 
 170 

Pasco 29 88 79 
 196 

Pinellas 3 42 45 
 90 

Polk 21 47 60 
 128 

Putnam 6 4 
 10 

Santa Rosa 2 3 1 
 6 

Sarasota 13 59 57 
 129 

Seminole 25 98 137 
 260 

St. Johns 2 
 57 62 
 121 

St. Lucie 3 28 18 
 49 

Sumter 1 1 2 
 4 

Suwannee 2 11 4 
 17 

Taylor 1 
 1 

Volusia 2 16 13 
 31 

Wakulla 2 1 
 3 

Walton 2 9 9 
 20

Washington 1 1 
 2 

Grand Total 0 0 0 481 2602 2575 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 0 5658 
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Step Up For Students (Reading) 


Number of Students Who Completed Applications 


2018-2019 

County Kindergarten First Second Third ~Ourth Fifth Sixth Seventh Eighth Ninth Tenth Eleventh Twelfth Grand Total 
Alachua 2 10 15 27 
Baker 4 6 l 11 
Bay 10 30 25 65 
Bradford 2 2 
Brevard 32 27 1 60 
Broward 54 331 345 4 734 
Calhoun 2 3 5 
Charlotte 3 23 24 so 
Citrus 1 4 11 16 
Clay 4 77 75 1 157 
Collier 6 67 51 124 
Columbia 10 49 46 105 
Dade 1 43 194 135 4 377 
DeSoto l 3 4 
Duval 5 32 20 1 58 
Escambia 8 36 16 1 61 
Flagler 2 20 20 1 43 
Franklio s 16 3 24 
Gadsden s 2 7 
Gilchrist 4 l s 
Hamilton 2 l 3 
Hardee 1 2 l 4 
Hendry 1 1 2 
Hernando 10 11 18 39 
Highlands 4 28 29 1 62 
Hillsborough 35 157 114 4 l 311 
Holmes 4 4 
Indian River 6 32 24 1 63 
Jackson 1 1 
Jefferson l l 
Lafayette 2 4 2 8 
Lake 6 SS 56 1 118 
Lee 8 4 12 
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Step Up For Students (Reading) 


Number of Students Who Completed Applications 


2018-2019 

County ~indergarten First SeGond Third fourth Fifth srxth Seventh Eighth Ninth Tenth Eleventh Twelfth Grand Total 
Leon 4 29 49 82 
Levy 2 1 3 
Liberty 1 2 3 
Madison 6 1 7 
Manatee 17 69 75 2 163 
Marion 9 79 74 162 
Martin 4 32 30 66 
Monroe 3 6 9 

Nassau 1 9 4 14 
Okaloosa s 8 11 24 

Okeechobee 3 11 18 32 
Orange 2 145 672 759 1 1579 
Osceola 2 11 16 1 1 31 
Palm Beach 21 86 76 183 
Pasco 30 93 82 1 206 
Pinellas 4 43 48 95 
Polk 21 52 62 135 
Putnam 6 3 9 
Santa Rosa 2 4 1 7 
Sarasota 13 61 57 3 134 
Seminole 1 28 102 144 3 278 
St. Johns 3 62 63 128 
St. Lucie 4 30 18 1 53 
Sumter 1 1 3 5 
Suwannee 2 11 4 17 
Taylor 1 1 
Volusia 2 3 17 14 36 
Wakulla 2 1 3 
Walton 2 9 9 20 
Washington 1 1 2 
Grand Total 0 2 4 542 275-3 2714 28 4 1 2 0 0 0 6050 
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Step l.Jp For Students (Hope) 


Number of Students Who Received Funding 


2018-2019 

County Kindergarten First Second Th ird Fourth Fffth Sixth Seventh Erghth Ninth Tenth Eleventh Twelfth Grand To_tal 

Alachua 1 1 2 
Saker 1 1 2 
Sroward 1 l 2 1 5 

Charlotte 1 l 
Columbia 1 1 

Dade 2 1 3 
Duval 1 1 2 4 

Escambia 1 2 1 4 

Highlands 1 1 
Hillsborough 1 1 l 3 1 1 1 1 10 
lake 1 1 1 1 1 5 

lee 1 1 

Leon 1 1 2 
Levy 1 1 
Manatee 1 1 2 
Marion 1 1 2 2 6 
Monroe 1 1 
Orange 3 2 4 1 2 1 1 14 
Osceola 2 1 3 
Palm Beacll 1 2 1 1 1 6 
Pasco 2 2 2 1 7 
Pinellas 1 1 1 3 1 1 8 
Polk 1 2 2 2 1 1 9 
Santa Rosa 1 1 1 2 5 
Seminole 1 1 1 3 
St_ Johns 1 1 2 4 
Suwannee 1 1 1 1 1 5 
Volusia 1 1 1 2 3 8 
Grand Total 6 2 10 4 7 14 25 21 12 9 11 2 0 123 
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Step Up For Students (Hope) 


Number of Students Who Were Awarded 


2018-2019 

County Kintfergarten First Second Third Fourth Ff ftti Sixth Seventh ~ghth Ninth Tenth ~leventh i:welfth Grand Total 
Alachua l l 1 3 
Brevard l 1 2 
Broward 4 1 1 1 1 8 
Charlotte l 1 

Citrus 1 1 2 
Clay 1 1 1 3 
Dade 1 1 2 
Duval 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 8 

Escambia 1 1 2 1 5 
Flagler 1 1 
Gadsden 1 l 
Hamilton 1 1 
Hernando 1 1 
Highlands 1 1 

Hillsborough 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 10 
Lake 2 1 2 2 1 1 1 10 

lee 1 1 1 1 4 

Leon l 1 1 3 
Marion 2 3 3 1 1 1 11 

Martin 1 1 

Monroe 1 1 
Orange 1 1 2 1 4 8 1 2 3 1 24 
Osceola 1 1 
Palm Beach 2 2 1 1 l 7 
Pasco 1 2 1 4 

Pinellas 2 1 1 1 1 1 7 
Polk 1 1 1 1 4 
Santa Rosa 1 l 2 
Sarasota 1 1 
Seminole 1 2 l 2 1 1 8 
StJohns 1 1 2 
St. Lucie 1 1 
Sumter 1 1 
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Step Up For Students (Hope) 

Number ofStudents Who Were Awarded 

2018-2019 

County ~inderg<1rten Fl~st Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Seventh EJghth Ninth Tenth Eleventh l'welfth Gr,and Total 
Suwannee 1 1 
Volusia 1 1 1 1 4 

Wakulla l l 2 
Grand Total 2 10 6 12 20 23 19 23 8 ti 10 3 0 148 
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Step Up For Students (Hope} 


Number of Students Who Completed Applications 

2018­2019 

County Kindergarten First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Seventh Eighth Ninth Tenth Eleventh Twelfth Grand Total 
Alachua 1 2 2 l l 7 
Baker l 1 2 
Brevard 2 2 l 1 1 1 3 1 1 13 
Broward 1 2 1 4 4 6 2 2 1 23 
Charlotte 1 1 2 
Citrus l l 2 
Clay l 1 1 3 
Columbia 1 1 2 
Dade 1 3 5 3 1 1 1 15 
Duval 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 2 15 
Escambia 2 1 1 4 1 1 10 
Flagler l 1 
Gadsden 1 1 
Hamilton 1 1 
Hernando 1 1 1 3 
Highlands 2 2 
Hillsborough 1 3 2 4 2 1 3 2 1 1 1 21 
Lake 1 3 1 3 3 2 2 1 16 
Lee 1 l 1 1 1 1 6 
Leon 1 2 2 1 1 1 8 
Levy 1 1 
Manatee 1 1 2 
Marion 4 3 6 3 1 l 1 21 
Martin 1 l 
Monroe 1 1 2 
Nassau 1 1 
Orange 1 1 2 5 6 12 2 6 5 3 43 

' Osceola 1 2 1 4 
Palm Beach 2 1 2 1 4 1 3 2 l 17 
Pasco 1 1 5 3 2 1 13 
Pinellas 2 1 2 1 1 s 3 2 17 
Polk 1 1 2 1 3 4 1 1 14 
Santa Rosa 1 1 l 3 2 8 
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Step Up For Students (Hope) 

fl!umber of Students Who Completed Applications 

2018·2019 

County Kindergarten ~1rst Second Third Feurth Fifth Sixth Seventh Eighth Ninth Tenth Eleventh Twelfth Graa:id Total 

Sarasota 1 1 
Se minole 1 2 2 3 l 1 1 ll 
St Johns 1 1 2 
St. Johns 1 1 2 4 
St . Lucie 1 1 2 
Sumter 1 1 
Suwannee 1 2 1 1 1 6 
Volusia 2 1 1 1 1 2 2 3 13 
Wakulla 1 1 2 

Walton 1 1 

~rand Total 10 14 19 26 33 46 52 59 24 27 23 0 3~0 
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St~Upfo,-st~ 
fiOlotAASHIP~FLOW 

Julv "" S.nnhtmber Ortnber Hovembe' 

flsc;al 2:0UI 
De<en11>CC ~tlu~t"ll ktbfU:lt"ll M•rdl Aarl• M.. ..... fiscal 2019 

Total 
Of>9"ll'lf(Uh &~Equlva.lc,..ts ($117,0SG) Sll0,150,249 $81.,785,116 ($26,859,843) 523.011.881 ~.0. 1GJ.9fl Sli.. JS1,0SI' $77,SE>S,Ul (S687,19J) SJ,S24,961 $19,837,070 (SlS,479,"47) ($117.056) 
Grou: OoMt!ons S41,GS7.19J $42.714,151 Sst,3 t7,'ZS7 $49,l4t837 $62.633,12') Sll1.9S4,20S S4l.SJ,,..,. SJ$.?o?,l$6 $44,$79,060 $18,'93,oZS $19,55'6,"'41 $n,04S,292 S&l•,719,7$1 
Florld.11 Mlmfn .:low<i11CC ISl.249,716 ISIASl.11481 1St.S19,Sl9l {$1,480,703) (Sl,8$9,4941 IS>.358.626) m.21s,sm ISU6t,218l ISt,346,312 1$2$51.19! llSS5,693 1$931,lS' 1$18,622,135) 

N•t DoneUons $40,407..77 SA1,261,110 $49,777,778 ~7,86Z,l34 $60,743,63S $106,S9S,S7' $41,244,2" $37,546,0l' $4l_,S3l;,688 S7G,04l.l)S $18,969,74.8 $30.111,911 SS96.097,65S 
.sci:.io1~rov.p P~vmenu (Sl.S8,966,06S} ($!S7,,4!,9'.S) ($157A86..8l9) (SUS.0,9.3131 ($629,041.161) 
?a.vmol\t$ Re<.•IYCd from~Is S2S9,827 Sl7l,9S8 SSC.127 SZ.029,S92 Sl88,4'3 S900,48l $.WJ,727 St,388,itaet S679A72 $270,813 smµs ~Sl.,94S $!,:i4&,7':l 
Llneo:ofC~~it $40,000,000 ($40,000,000) $40,000,000 ISS.000.000) S3S,OOO,OOO 
S.lat1ee •tend of month• 540,350.24, SBl,785.316 (S26.8S9.&43) 523,031,&SJ S84.16l,9Sl S36,1Sl,.Q96 $77,865,122 1$687 199 S:l.S24.96l S79,837.070 (SlS.419.607) S10.oe6.231 $10,036,23.l 
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Step Up For Students 

Detailed Accounting of Administrative Funds 


A detailed accounting of how the organization spent its administrative funds is contained on 
page S of the statutorily required audit financial statements. A copy of this audited schedule 
follows . This detailed accounting also includes the expenditure from scholarship application 
and service fees. 
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Sltp Up for Stlldentl, Inc. and Sllbsldilly 
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Independent Auditor’s Report 

To the Board of Directors 
Step Up For Students, Inc. 

Report on the Financial Statements
We have audited the accompanying consolidated financial statements of Step Up For Students, Inc. and 
its subsidiaries, which comprise the consolidated statement of financial position as of June 30, 2019, and 
the related consolidated statements of activities, functional expenses and cash flows for the year then 
ended, and the related notes to the consolidated financial statements. 

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these consolidated financial 
statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; 
this includes the design, implementation and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation 
and fair presentation of consolidated financial statements that are free from material misstatement, 
whether due to fraud or error. 

Auditor’s Responsibility 
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these consolidated financial statements based on our audit. 
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the consolidated financial statements 
are free from material misstatement. 

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in 
the consolidated financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgment, 
including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the consolidated financial statements, 
whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control 
relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair presentation of the consolidated financial statements in order 
to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. Accordingly, we express no 
such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the 
reasonableness of significant accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the 
overall presentation of the consolidated financial statements. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for 
our audit opinion. 

Opinion 
In our opinion, the consolidated financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material 
respects, the consolidated financial position of Step Up For Students, Inc. and its subsidiaries as of 
June 30, 2019, and the changes in their net assets and their cash flows for the year then ended in 
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. 
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Report on Summarized Comparative Information 
We have previously audited Step Up For Students, Inc. and its subsidiaries’ 2018 consolidated financial 
statements, and we expressed an unmodified audit opinion on those audited consolidated financial 
statements in our report dated October 30, 2018. In our opinion, the summarized comparative information 
presented herein as of and for the year ended June 30, 2018, is consistent, in all material respects, with 
the audited consolidated financial statements from which it has been derived. 

Emphasis of Matter – Change in Accounting
As discussed in Note 1 to the accompanying consolidated financial statements, Step Up For Students, 
Inc. and its subsidiaries adopted Accounting Standards Update (ASU) No. 2016-14, Not-for-Profit Entities 
(Topic 958): Presentation of Financial Statements of Not-for-Profit Entities. Our opinion is not modified 
with respect to this matter. 

Other Matters – Supplementary Information
Our audit was conducted for the purpose of forming an opinion on the consolidated financial statements 
as a whole. The accompanying consolidating statement of financial position and consolidating statement 
of activities is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the consolidated 
financial statements. The accompanying schedule of expenditures of state financial assistance, as 
required by State of Florida Chapter 10.650, Rules of the Auditor General, is also presented for purposes 
of additional analysis and is not a required part of the consolidated financial statements. Such information 
is the responsibility of management and was derived from and relates directly to the underlying accounting 
and other records used to prepare the consolidated financial statements. The information has been 
subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the consolidated financial statements and 
certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the 
underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the consolidated financial statements or to the 
consolidated financial statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing 
standards generally accepted in the United States of America. In our opinion, the information is fairly 
stated, in all material respects, in relation to the consolidated financial statements as a whole. 

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards 
In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated December 18, 
2019, on our consideration of Step Up For Students, Inc. and its subsidiaries’ internal control over 
financial reporting and on our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, 
contracts, and grant agreements and other matters. The purpose of that report is solely to describe the 
scope of our testing of internal control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that 
testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of Step Up For Students, Inc. and its 
subsidiaries’ internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an integral part of an 
audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering Step Up For Students, 
Inc. and its subsidiaries’ internal control over financial reporting and compliance. 

Orlando, Florida 
December 18, 2019 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries 

Consolidated Statement of Financial Position 
June 30, 2019 
(With Summarized Comparative Information for June 30, 2018) 

2019 2018 
Assets 

Current assets: 
Cash and cash equivalents 63,558,310  $ 19,085,583  $ 
Pledges receivable, less allowance for uncollectible pledges 

of $20,000,000 in 2019 and 2018 542,649,336  502,820,023  
Accounts and grants receivable, less allowance for uncollectible 

accounts of $661,235 and $102,760 in 2019 and 2018, respectively 5,088,297  5,137,782  
Prepaid expenses and other assets 858,639  701,402  
Funds held in trust for students 82,182,389  58,467,378  

Total current assets 694,336,971  586,212,168  

Restricted certificate of deposit 130,000  196,000  
Property and equipment, net 2,896,104  2,986,165  

Total assets $ 697,363,075  $ 589,394,333  

Liabilities and Net Assets 

Current liabilities: 
Accounts payable 828,692  $ 289,742  $ 
Accrued expenses 2,262,437  1,946,954  
Line of credit 35,000,000  14,986,632  
Funds held in trust for students liability 82,182,389  58,467,378  

Total current liabilities 120,273,518  75,690,706  

Commitments (Note 6) 

Net assets: 
Without donor restrictions 6,621,589  8,115,532  
With donor restrictions 570,467,968  505,588,095  

Total net assets 577,089,557  513,703,627  

Total liabilities and net assets $ 697,363,075  $ 589,394,333  

See notes to consolidated financial statements. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries 

Consolidated Statement of Activities 
Year Ended June 30, 2019 
(With Summarized Comparative Information for June 30, 2018) 

2019 
Without Donor With Donor Total 

Restrictions Restrictions Total 2018 
Revenues and support: 

Contributions and grants: 
Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program, net 18,622,135  $ 644,767,033  $ $ 663,389,168  $ 679,111,068  
Hope Scholarship Program 1,264,022  40,870,044  42,134,066  -
Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program 180,772  3,439,665  3,620,437  21,009,746  
Gardiner Scholarship Program 3,537,044  - 3,537,044  2,834,231  
Reading Scholarship Program 84,280  - 84,280  -
Grants and other contributions 771,443  1,976,730  2,748,173  3,094,815  

Other revenue and interest income 692,448  1,446,841  2,139,289  1,260,909  
Scholarship service contract revenue 981,486  - 981,486  718,720  
Net assets released from restrictions 627,620,440  (627,620,440) - -

Total revenues and support 653,754,070  64,879,873  718,633,943  708,029,489  

Expenses: 
Program services: 

Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program 625,981,768  - 625,981,768  648,283,010  
Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program 9,380,985  - 9,380,985  9,926,404  
Gardiner Scholarship Program 4,993,457  - 4,993,457  3,418,161  
School Development and Student Learning 1,785,546  - 1,785,546  1,893,947  
Communications, Policy and Public Affairs 1,732,298  - 1,732,298  3,565,575  
Hope Scholarship Program 1,427,683  - 1,427,683  151,511  
Scholarship Service Contract 1,010,028  - 1,010,028  766,733  
Advocacy and Civic Engagement 934,496  - 934,496  472,526  
Reading Scholarship Program 827,726  - 827,726  126,091  
Family Empowerment Scholarship 107,480  - 107,480  -

Total program services 648,181,467  - 648,181,467  668,603,958  

Supporting services: 
General and administrative 4,399,635  - 4,399,635  3,918,934  
Development and fundraising 2,666,911  - 2,666,911  2,449,330  

Total supporting services 7,066,546  - 7,066,546  6,368,264  
Total expenses 655,248,013  - 655,248,013  674,972,222  
Change in net assets (1,493,943) 64,879,873  63,385,930  33,057,267  

Net assets: 
Beginning 8,115,532  505,588,095  513,703,627  480,646,360  

Ending 6,621,589  $ 570,467,968  $ $ 577,089,557  $ 513,703,627  

See notes to consolidated financial statements. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries 

Consolidated Statement of Functional Expenses 
Year Ended June 30, 2019 
(With Summarized Comparative Information for June 30, 2018) 

2019 

Florida 
Tax Credit 

Scholarship 
Program 

Alabama 
Tax Credit 

Scholarship 
Program 

School Communications, 
Gardiner Development Policy and Hope Scholarship 

Scholarship and Student Public Scholarship Service
Program Learning Affairs Program Contract 

Program Services 

Advocacy 
 and Civic 

Engagement 

Reading 
Scholarship 

Program 

Family Total 
Empowerment Program 

Scholarship Services 

Scholarships and grants 615,252,820  $ 
Salaries and wages 5,475,165  
Payroll taxes and employee benefits 1,617,979  
Contract services 376,932  
Other costs 842,721  
Recruiting and advertising 475,133  
Rent 266,321  
Travel, lodging and meals 85,425  
Depreciation 224,219  
Professional fees 15,898  
Write-off of school receivables 578,562  
Repairs and maintenance 140,505  
Printing and postage 154,155  
Telephone 102,469  
Bank charges and fees 244,662  
Insurance 85,327  
Office expenses 40,241  
Temporary labor 3,234  

8,781,932  $ 
224,085  
37,469 

160,866  
27,915  
12,011 
25,064  
55,376  
1,006  

-
25,000  

472 
12,913  
10,937  

-
1,629  
4,310  

-

-$ -$ -$ 290,968  $ -$ 
3,537,075  921,703  895,571  850,646  494,778  

451,716  300,930  272,298  43,842  104,335  
159,122  136,680  237,248  20,903  235,711  
86,285  108,298  87,426  22,887  20,913  

225,012  - 10,716  73,668  6,656  
157,461  57,623  50,230  33,895  33,895 
16,254  112,856  46,435 7,782  12,961 

180,241  48,513  39,952  28,537 28,537  
1,382  389 20,331  229 14,644 

- - - - -
102,047  29,135  23,994  17,138 17,138  
11,019 19,509  2,708  9,711  14,314  
43,433  26,985  20,050  4,786  4,829  

(45,574) - - 10,191  -
64,588  18,462  15,204  10,860  10,860  
3,396  4,463  10,135  1,640  741 

- - - - 9,716  

-$ 
257,410  
77,665 
93,677  

143,101  
8,240  

27,116  
252,264  
23,459  

183 
-

13,711  
8,707  

12,045  
-

9,706  
7,212  

-

-$ 
524,890  
34,912  
84,043  
23,938  
52,763  
33,895  
2,863  

28,537  
229 

-
17,138 
4,356  
4,855  
3,121  

10,860 
1,326  

-

-$ $ 624,325,720  
89,553  13,270,876 
14,688  2,955,834  

- 1,505,182  
198 1,363,682  
26 864,225  
- 685,500  

2,414  594,630  
- 603,001  
- 53,285  
- 603,562  
- 361,278  
- 237,392  

601 230,990  
- 212,400  
- 227,496  
- 73,464  
- 12,950  

Total 625,981,768  $ 9,380,985  $ 4,993,457  $ 1,785,546  $ 1,732,298  $ 1,427,683  $ 1,010,028  $ 934,496  $ 827,726  $ 107,480  $ $ 648,181,467  

(Continued) 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries
 

Consolidated Statement of Functional Expenses (Continued)
 
Year Ended June 30, 2019
 
(With Summarized Comparative Information for June 30, 2018)
 

2019 
Supporting Services 

Scholarships and grants 
Salaries and wages 
Payroll taxes and employee benefits 
Contract services 
Other costs 
Recruiting and advertising 
Rent 
Travel, lodging and meals 
Depreciation 
Professional fees 
Write-off of school receivables 
Repairs and maintenance 
Printing and postage 
Telephone 
Bank charges and fees 
Insurance 
Office expenses 
Temporary labor 

Total 

$ 

$ 

General 
and 

Administrative 

-
1,462,006  

574,775  
829,035  
330,505  
72,551 

123,441  
126,364  
100,760  
499,164  

-
72,916 
34,834  
31,703 
85,772 
39,435  
16,374  

-

4,399,635  

Development 
and 

Fundraising 

-$ 
1,378,519  

336,602  
86,613  

212,287  
43,527  
67,131 

147,256  
54,849  

125,436  
-

32,563  
83,513  
36,768  

-
21,652 
40,195 

-

2,666,911  $ 

$ 

$ 

Total 
Supporting 

Services 

-
2,840,525  

911,377  
915,648  
542,792  
116,078  
190,572  
273,620  
155,609  
624,600  

-
105,479  
118,347  
68,471  
85,772  
61,087  
56,569  

-

7,066,546  

$ 

$ 

Total 
Expenses 

624,325,720  
16,111,401 
3,867,211  
2,420,830  
1,906,474  

980,303  
876,072  
868,250  
758,610  
677,885  
603,562  
466,757  
355,739  
299,461  
298,172  
288,583  
130,033  
12,950  

655,248,013  

$ 

$ 

Total 
2018 

Expenses 

650,979,063  
12,743,602 
3,225,823  
1,847,534  

950,590  
661,958  
809,539  
616,355  
384,633  
507,403  
126,721  
408,807  
308,886  
384,792  
431,288  
274,012  
143,806  
167,410  

674,972,222  

See notes to consolidated financial statements. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries 

Consolidated Statement of Cash Flows 
Year Ended June 30, 2019 
(With Summarized Comparative Information for June 30, 2018) 

2019 2018 
Cash flows from operating activities: 

Change in net assets 
Adjustments to reconcile change in net assets to net cash 

provided by (used in) operating activities: 
Depreciation 
Provision for uncollectible pledges 
Write-off of school receivables 
Change in operating assets and liabilities: 

(Increase) decrease in assets: 
Pledges receivable 
Accounts and grants receivable 
Prepaid expenses and other assets 
Funds held in trust for students 

Increase (decrease) in liabilities: 
Accounts payable 
Accrued expenses 
Funds held in trust for students liability 

Net cash provided by (used in) operating activities 

$ 63,385,930  

758,610  
13,436,770  

603,562  

(53,266,083) 
(554,077) 
(157,237) 

(23,715,011) 

538,950  
315,483  

23,715,011  
25,061,908  

$ 33,057,267  

384,633  
19,450,366  

126,721  

(85,622,856) 
(3,671,712) 

(122,190) 
(22,236,359) 

148,977  
372,792  

22,236,359  
(35,876,002) 

Cash flows from investing activities: 
Purchases of property and equipment 
Decrease in restricted certificate of deposit 

Net cash used in investing activities 

(668,549) 
66,000  

(602,549) 

(1,957,806) 
29,000  

(1,928,806) 

Cash flows from financing activities: 
Borrowings on line of credit 
Repayments on line of credit 

Net cash provided by financing activities 

90,000,000  
(69,986,632) 
20,013,368  

20,000,000  
(5,013,368) 
14,986,632  

Net increase (decrease) in cash and cash equivalents 44,472,727  (22,818,176) 

Cash and cash equivalents: 
Beginning 19,085,583  41,903,759  

Ending $ 63,558,310  $ 19,085,583  

Supplemental disclosure of cash flow information: 
Cash paid during the year for interest $ 130,714  $ 13,368  

See notes to consolidated financial statements. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries
 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
 
(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or for the Year Ended June 30, 2018)
 

Note 1. Nature of Organization and Significant Accounting Policies
 

Nature of organization: The primary mission of Step Up For Students, Inc. and its subsidiaries 
(collectively, the Organization) is to empower parents to pursue and engage in the most appropriate 
learning options for their children, with an emphasis on families who lack the information and financial 
resources to access these options. By pursuing this mission, the Organization helps public education 
fulfill the promise of equal opportunity. 

Step Up For Students, Inc. (Step Up For Students) is a not-for-profit organization incorporated on 
February 18, 2000. Through the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program, Step Up For Students served 
100,415 and 106,548 students in 1,811 and 1,818 private schools across Florida during the 2018 – 2019 
and 2017 – 2018 school years, respectively. 

Additionally, Step Up For Students administers the Gardiner Scholarship Program. The Gardiner 
Scholarship Program was created to provide the option for parents to better meet the individual educational 
needs of an eligible child. The Gardiner Scholarship Program provides eligible students a scholarship that 
can be used to purchase approved services or products. During the years ended June 30, 2019 and 
2018, Step Up For Students administered the program on behalf of the State of Florida for 11,845 and 
9,601 eligible children, respectively. 

The Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund, LLC (Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund) is a not-for­
profit limited liability company incorporated on October 4, 2013, whose sole member is Step Up For 
Students. The Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund was established to operate under the standards 
prescribed by the Alabama Accountability Act of 2013. Through the Alabama Opportunity Scholarship 
Fund K-12 scholarship program, 1,568 and 1,590 children received scholarships to attend private schools 
for the 2018 – 2019 and 2017 – 2018 school years, respectively. 

The C2 Opportunity Scholarships, LLC (C2) is a not-for-profit limited liability company incorporated on 
November 28, 2018, whose sole member is Step Up For Students. C2 was established to operate under 
the standards prescribed by the Alabama Accountability Act of 2013. Through the C2 K-12 scholarship 
program, there were no scholarships made during the year ended June 30, 2019. 

The Alabama Opportunity Action Fund (AOAF) is a not-for-profit organization incorporated on March 15, 
2019, affiliated to Step Up For Students through common control and management, with the support of 
the American Federation for Children to create positive grassroots and legislative influence for 
scholarship programs and school choice programs in Alabama. AOAF brought dozens of scholarship 
families from around the State to the Statehouse to share their stories with Legislators and ask them to 
continue supporting the scholarship program. Additionally, AOAF spent the session creating a grassroots 
team to support an education savings account for special needs students, which it continues to grow. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries
 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
 
(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or for the Year Ended June 30, 2018)
 

Note 1. Nature of Organization and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)
 
The following is a summary of the programs operated by the Organization: 

•	 Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program: Step Up For Students, Inc. is approved under Florida 
Statute 1002.395 to serve as a Scholarship Funding Organization (SFO). Since July 1, 2011, 
Step Up For Students has been the predominate Florida SFO. As an SFO, Step Up For Students 
can solicit and receive corporate contributions that are entitled to a state tax credit against 100% 
of corporate income tax, insurance premium tax, and direct-pay sales tax liabilities, 90% of 
alcoholic beverage tax liabilities, and 50% of oil and gas severance tax liabilities. Those 
contributions, in turn, must be spent to provide scholarships to low income Florida school children 
in compliance with the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program. For the 2018 – 2019 school year 
and the 2017 – 2018 school year, qualified students received a maximum scholarship of $7,111 
and $6,920, respectively, to attend a private school that have been approved by the State of 
Florida or $750 for transportation to an out-of-district public school. Scholarships are expensed 
when a student attends a qualified school. Step Up For Students is allowed to use up to 3% of the 
contributions collected to administer the scholarship program. 

•	 Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program: The Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund and 
C2 were established to operate under standards prescribed in the Alabama Accountability Act of 
2013 and is approved under the Alabama Department of Revenue to serve as a Scholarship 
Granting Organization (SGO). In accordance with the Alabama Accountability Act of 2013 and the 
Administrative Rulings by the Alabama Department of Revenue, the Alabama Opportunity 
Scholarship Fund and C2 must use at least 95% of revenue from credit eligible scholarship 
donations and all interest and investment income attributable to these scholarship funds for 
educational scholarships. Therefore, the Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund and C2 may use 
no more than 5% of the amount of its scholarship donations for purposes other than making 
scholarship grants. As an SGO, the Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund and C2 can solicit 
and receive corporate and individual donations that entitle the donors to certain tax credits 
administrated by the Alabama Department of Revenue. 

•	 School Development and Student Learning: This program oversees the process development 
intended to assist schools and families in establishing and maintaining collaborative partnerships 
that ensure the academic, social and emotional success of every child; while at the same time, 
upholding the belief that the ultimate responsibility for the education of the child resides with the 
parent. 

•	 Gardiner Scholarship Program: In June 2014, legislation creating scholarships for special 
needs children was signed into law in Florida. This scholarship is for Florida students in 
kindergarten through 12th grade with one of the following disabilities: Autism, Muscular 
Dystrophy, Cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, Prader-Willi syndrome, Spina bifida, Williams 
syndrome, Intellectual Disability (severe cognitive impairment), Phelan McDermid Syndrome, rare 
diseases as defined by the National Organization for Rare Disorders, Anaphylaxis, deaf, visually 
impaired, dual sensory impaired, traumatic brain injured, hospital or home bound. Also, 
kindergarten students deemed “high risk” because of developmental delays may be eligible. The 
students need either an Individual Education Plan (IEP) from a Florida school district or a formal 
diagnosis from a licensed physician or psychologist to qualify. Students can participate in this 
scholarship as part of home education; however, they cannot be enrolled in a public school or be 
receiving any other state-sponsored scholarship, including the McKay Scholarship or the Florida 
Tax Credit Scholarship. A Gardiner Scholarship account is established for each child that is 
awarded a special needs scholarship. Parents use this money to personalize the education of 
their children with unique abilities by directing money towards a combination of programs and 
state approved providers. These include schools, therapists, specialists, curriculum and 
technology and college savings accounts. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries
 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
 
(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or for the Year Ended June 30, 2018)
 

Note 1. Nature of Organization and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)
 
Step Up For Students, per the provisions of state statute, receives an administrative fee of 3% of 
funded scholarships from the State of Florida to cover the administration of the program on behalf of 
the State of Florida. During the years ended June 30, 2019 and 2018, Step Up For Students received 
an administrative fee for administering the program on behalf of the State of Florida in the amount of 
approximately $3,537,000 and $2,834,000, respectively. 

During the years ended June 30, 2019 and 2018, Step Up For Students distributed approximately 
$97.8 million and $77.2 million, leaving a balance of approximately $79.5 million and $58.5 million, 
respectively, which is recorded in the accompanying consolidated statement of financial position as 
both an asset and liability. Step Up For Students is acting as an agent for this program; therefore, 
there are no revenues and expenses reported on the accompanying consolidated statement of 
activities for scholarship funds received and distributed from the State of Florida. 

•	 Communications, Policy and Public Affairs: This program takes the message of the scholarship 
program to constituency groups, community and political leaders, and local, state and national news 
publications. It creates monthly student spotlights, issues press releases on topics of special concern, 
writes commentary for various publications and publishes a newsletter. The group also analyzes 
demographic, achievement and participation data and trends in the program and school choice 
movement. 

•	 Advocacy and Civic Engagement: This program, through the Florida Parent Network, organizes 
parents and supporters who believe children should be educated based on how they learn, rather 
than where they live. This includes parents who utilize scholarships as well as charter, magnet, home 
and virtual schools. The Florida Parent Network educates, informs and trains parents to be advocates 
and supporters for the protections and expansion of choice opportunities. Advocacy and civic 
engagement provides these services to parents of children participating in programs administered by 
the Organization and to parents utilizing other choice options under contract service agreements with 
choice advocacy groups. 

•	 Scholarship Service Contract: Step Up For Students has contracted with Empower Illinois, an 
approved 501(c)(3), Scholarship Granting Organization (SGO) in the State of Illinois, that administers 
the Illinois Invest in Kids Scholarship program, a tax credit scholarship program. Effective November 
2017, Step Up For Students has provided scholarship administration services for Empower Illinois, 
both in-house and through a third-party partner. Empower Illinois can solicit and receive corporate 
and individual contributions that are entitled to a 75% state tax credit of corporate and individual state 
income tax. Those contributions, in turn must be spent to provide scholarships to low income Illinois 
school children in compliance with the Invest in Kids Act. For the 2018 – 2019 school year, qualified 
students received scholarships of up to $13,336, or for Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
students, up to $26,673, to attend a participating private school within the State of Illinois. Scholarships 
are expended when a student attends a participating school. Empower Illinois is allowed to use up to 
5% of the contributions collected to administer this program, and Step Up For Students is compensated 
for its work by Empower Illinois via those administrative funds. 

10 



  
 

  
  

 

 

    

     
  

  
   

 

  
 

    
     

    
  

     
    

    
 

 
     

  
   

 
 

  

   
   

       
  

 
     

  
  

 
 

 
   

   
   

 
  

 
     

  
 

    
    

Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries
 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
 
(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or for the Year Ended June 30, 2018)
 

Note 1. Nature of Organization and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued) 

•	 Hope Scholarship Program: The Hope Scholarship Program was established by Florida Statute 
1002.40, which was created in 2018 to provide the option of private-school scholarships to students in 
public schools who have experienced acts of bullying and intimidation. Step Up For Students, as an 
approved Scholarship Funding Organization (SFO), is authorized to administer Hope Scholarships. 
The Hope law provides that automobile buyers may redirect up to $105 of their state taxes on each 
purchase toward an authorized SFO. Those contributions must be used to provide tuition 
scholarships to participating private schools or a $750 transportation scholarship to a public school in 
another district. Any unused funds in the Hope Scholarship Program can be used to fund 
scholarships to students in the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program in the next State of Florida 
fiscal year. The maximum tuition scholarships for 2018 – 2019 are $6,519 for elementary grades, 
$6,815 for middle school and $7,111 for high school. Step Up for Students is allowed to use up to 3% 
of the contributions to administer the scholarship. The Hope Scholarship Program became effective 
for the 2018 – 2019 school year and served 128 students. During the year ended June 30, 2019, Step 
Up For Students collected $42,134,066 of eligible contributions. Step Up For Students claimed an 
administrative allowance of $1,264,022 and expended $290,968 for scholarships during the year 
ended June 30, 2019. 

•	 Reading Scholarship Program: The Reading Scholarship Program was established by Florida 
Statute 1002.411, which was created in 2018 to provide academic support for elementary school 
students who struggle in reading in district or charter schools. Step Up For Students, as an approved 
Scholarship Funding Organization (SFO), is authorized to administer the program. The scholarship is 
available to students in third- through fifth-grade who have scored a Level 1 or 2 on the English 
Language Arts section of the Florida Standards Assessment (FSA). Each scholarship is worth $500, 
which the parent can use to pay for tuition and fees related to part-time tutoring, summer and after-
school literacy programs, instructional materials and more. The funding is from direct state 
appropriation. A Reading Scholarship account is established for each child that is awarded a reading 
scholarship. The Reading Scholarship Program became effective for the 2018 – 2019 school year 
and served 5,658 students. 

Step Up For Students, per the provisions of state statute, receives an administrative fee of 3% of 
funded scholarships from the State of Florida to cover the administration of the program on behalf of 
the State of Florida. During the year ended June 30, 2019, Step Up For Students received an 
administrative fee for administering the program on behalf of the State of Florida in the amount of 
approximately $84,000. 

During the year ended June 30, 2019, Step Up For Students distributed approximately $304,000, 
leaving a balance of approximately $2.7 million, which is recorded in the accompanying consolidated 
statement of financial position as both an asset and liability. Step Up For Students is acting as an 
agent for this program, therefore, there are no revenues and expenses reported on the accompanying 
consolidated statement of activities for scholarship funds received and distributed from the State of 
Florida. 

•	 Family Empowerment Scholarship: In May 2019, Governor Ron Desantis signed into law the 
Family Empowerment Scholarship, which is intended to help reduce the waiting list for the Florida Tax 
Credit Scholarship Program and similarly services students from low-income and working-class 
households. Step Up For Students worked directly with the State Department of Education to 
administer this scholarship and its first-year goal in 2019 – 2020 is to serve 18,000 K-12 students. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries
 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
 
(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or for the Year Ended June 30, 2018)
 

Note 1. Nature of Organization and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)
 
A summary of the Organization’s significant accounting policies follows: 

Principles of consolidation: The consolidated financial statements include the accounts of Step Up For 
Students and its wholly owned subsidiaries, the Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund, LLC and C2 
Opportunity Scholarships, LLC. In addition, the consolidated financial statements include the accounts of 
Alabama Opportunity Action Fund, which is affiliated to Step Up For Students through common control 
and management. All significant intercompany transactions have been eliminated in consolidation. 

Comparative financial statements: The consolidated financial statements include certain prior-year 
summarized comparative information in total but not by net asset class. Such information does not 
include sufficient detail to constitute a presentation in conformity with accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America. Accordingly, such information should be read in conjunction 
with the Organization’s consolidated financial statements for the year ended June 30, 2018, from which 
the summarized information was derived. 

Use of estimates: The presentation of financial statements in conformity with accounting principles 
generally accepted in the United States of America (U.S. GAAP) requires management to make estimates 
and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure of contingent 
assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and 
support, and expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates. 

Basis of presentation: The accompanying consolidated financial statements have been prepared on the 
accrual basis of accounting. 

A not-for-profit organization is required to report information regarding its financial position and activities 
according to two classes of net assets: without donor restrictions and with donor restrictions. Accordingly, 
net assets of the Organization and changes therein are classified and reported as follows: 

Net assets without donor restrictions: Net assets that are not subject to donor-imposed stipulations, 
but may be designated for specific purposes by action of the Board of Directors. 

Net assets with donor restrictions: Net assets subject to donor-imposed stipulations that may or will be 
met either by actions of the Organization, passage of time, or permanently maintained by the Organization. 
When a restriction expires, net assets with donor restrictions are reclassified to net assets without donor 
restrictions and reported in the consolidated statement of activities as net assets released from restrictions. 

Cash and cash equivalents: For purposes of the consolidated statement of cash flows, the Organization 
considers all short-term securities purchased with an original maturity of three months or less to be cash 
equivalents. Cash and cash equivalents excludes funds held in trust for students. 

The Organization maintains their cash accounts at commercial banks, which are insured by the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC). Balances exceed amounts insured by the FDIC and the 
Organization has not experienced any losses on such accounts. To help reduce any potential losses, 
excess balances are swept into a money market fund, which is invested in U.S. Government Obligations. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries
 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
 
(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or for the Year Ended June 30, 2018)
 

Note 1. Nature of Organization and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)
 
Pledges receivable, contributions and grants: Contributions and grants are recorded in the period 
received at fair value as net assets without donor restrictions or net assets with donor restrictions support 
depending on the existence or nature of any donor restrictions. Contributions and grants that are 
restricted by the donor are reported as increases in net assets with donor restrictions depending on the 
nature of the restrictions. When time restrictions expire or purpose restrictions are fulfilled, net assets with 
donor restrictions are reclassified to net assets without donor restrictions. 

Unconditional promises to give (pledges) are recognized as support in the period received at fair value. 
Conditional promises to give are recognized when the conditions on which they depend are substantially 
met. The Organization uses the allowance method to determine uncollectible pledges receivable. The 
allowance is established based upon management’s analysis of specific pledges and other economic 
factors. The Organization has received promises to give from corporations for the Florida Tax Credit 
Scholarship Program, from corporations and individuals for the Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program, 
and from private foundations. 

Pledges, which become uncollectible or for which an allowance is established in the year of the pledge, 
are written off against contribution revenue. Pledges which become uncollectible in subsequent years are 
charged to the allowance for uncollectible pledges. 

Contributed services are recognized and reported at fair value in the period received, if the services 
received create or enhance non-financial assets or require specialized skills, are provided by individuals 
possessing those skills, and would typically need to be purchased if not provided by contribution. There 
were no contributed services for the years ended June 30, 2019 and 2018. 

Accounts and grants receivable: Accounts and grants receivable are stated at net realizable value. The 
Organization uses the allowance method to determine uncollectible accounts receivable. The allowance 
is established based upon management’s analysis of specific accounts and other economic factors. In the 
opinion of management, an allowance for uncollectible accounts of $661,235 and $102,760 was considered 
necessary at June 30, 2019 and 2018, respectively. 

Restricted certificate of deposit: Restricted certificate of deposit held by the Organization represents 
funds required to be set aside by the lessor relating to an office lease signed by the Organization in 2015 
for collateral and is carried at amortized cost. 

Property and equipment: Property and equipment are recorded at cost when purchased or at fair value 
at the date of gift, if contributed. Depreciation of property and equipment is computed using the straight-
line method of accounting over the estimated useful lives of the depreciable assets. Routine maintenance 
and repair costs are charged to expense as incurred, while major replacements and improvements are 
capitalized as additions to the related assets. When assets are sold or retired, the related cost and 
accumulated depreciation are removed from the accounts and gains or losses from dispositions are 
credited or charged to income. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries
 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
 
(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or for the Year Ended June 30, 2018)
 

Note 1. Nature of Organization and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)
 
Impairment of long-lived assets: The carrying value of property and equipment is reviewed for 
impairment whenever events or changes in circumstances indicate such value may not be recoverable. 
Recoverability of assets or asset groups to be held and used is measured by a comparison of the carrying 
amount of an asset or asset group to future net cash flows expected to be generated by the asset or 
asset group. If such assets or asset groups are considered to be impaired, the impairment to be recognized 
is measured by the amount by which the carrying amount of the assets exceeds the fair value of the 
assets or asset group. Assets or asset groups to be disposed of are reported at the lower of the carrying 
amount or fair value less cost to sell. No impairment of the Organization’s long-lived assets or asset 
groups have been recognized during the years ended June 30, 2019 and 2018. 

Funds held in trust for students and funds held in trust for students liability: Funds held in trust for 
students and funds held in trust for students liability represents funds received for the Gardiner Scholarship 
Program and the Reading Scholarship Program. A Gardiner Scholarship account is established for each 
child that is awarded a special needs scholarship and a Reading Scholarship account is established for 
each child that is awarded a reading scholarship. As parents use these funds in accordance with State of 
Florida guidelines, the asset and liability are reduced accordingly. The following represents a breakout of 
the funds held in trust for students and funds held in trust for students liability at June 30, 2019 and 2018: 

2019 2018 

Gardiner Scholarship Program $ 79,443,366  $ 58,467,378  
Reading Scholarship Program 2,739,023  ­

$ 82,182,389  $ 58,467,378  

Functional expenses: The costs of providing the various programs and supporting services have been 
summarized on a functional basis in the consolidated statement of activities and in the consolidated 
statement of functional expenses. Accordingly, certain costs have been allocated among the various 
programs and supporting services benefited. Salaries and related payroll expenses are allocated among 
functional categories based on the estimated proportion of time spent to each function. All other expenses 
are allocated based on management’s estimate of the relative functional activity. 

Income taxes: Step Up For Students is exempt from federal income taxes under Section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code and from state income taxes under similar provisions of the Florida Statutes. 
Accordingly, no provision for federal and state income taxes has been recorded in the accompanying 
consolidated financial statements. Step Up For Students has made an election under Section 501(h) of 
the Internal Revenue Code, which permits certain eligible 501(c)(3) organizations to make limited 
expenditures to influence legislation. Step Up For Students would be subject to an excise tax if it spends 
more than the amounts permitted. Such limits have not been exceeded. 

The Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund is a disregarded entity for federal and state income tax 
purposes and, therefore, reports all federal and state tax information through Step Up For Students. 
Accordingly, no provision for federal and state income taxes has been recorded in the accompanying 
consolidated financial statements. 

C2 is a disregarded entity for federal and state income tax purposes and, therefore, reports all federal and 
state tax information through Step Up For Students. Accordingly, no provision for federal and state 
income taxes has been recorded in the accompanying consolidated financial statements. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries
 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
 
(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or for the Year Ended June 30, 2018)
 

Note 1. Nature of Organization and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)
 
AOAF is exempt from federal income taxes under Section 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code and 
from state income taxes under similar provisions of the Alabama Statutes. Accordingly, no provision for 
federal and state income taxes has been recorded in the accompanying consolidated financial statements. 

The Organization follows accounting standards relating to accounting for uncertainty in income taxes. 
Management assessed whether there were any uncertain tax positions which may give rise to income tax 
liabilities and determined that there were no such matters requiring recognition in the accompanying 
consolidated financial statements. Generally, the Organization is no longer subject to U.S. federal or state 
income tax examinations by tax authorities for years before June 30, 2016. 

Recent accounting pronouncements: In May 2014, the Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) 
issued Accounting Standards Update (ASU) No. 2014-09, Revenue from Contracts with Customers 
(Topic 606), requiring an entity to recognize the amount of revenue to which it expects to be entitled for 
the transfer of promised goods or services to customers. The update will replace most existing revenue 
recognition guidance in U.S. GAAP when it becomes effective and permits the use of either a full 
retrospective or retrospective with cumulate effect transition method. The updated standard will become 
effective for annual reporting periods beginning after December 15, 2018. The Organization has not yet 
selected a transition method and is currently evaluating the impact this ASU will have on its consolidated 
financial statements. 

In February 2016, the FASB issued its new lease accounting guidance in ASU No. 2016-02, Leases 
(Topic 842). Under the new guidance, lessees will be required to recognize the following for all leases 
(with the exception of short-term leases) at the commencement date: (1) A lease liability, which is a 
lessee’s obligation to make lease payments arising from a lease, measured on a discounted basis; and 
(2) A right-of-use asset, which is an asset that represents the lessee’s right to use, or control the use of, a 
specified asset for the lease term. Lessees will no longer be provided with a source of off-balance sheet 
financing. Lessees must apply a modified retrospective transition approach for leases existing at, or 
entered into after, the beginning of the earliest comparative period presented in the financial statements. 
Nonpublic entities should apply the amendments for fiscal years beginning after December 15, 2019. The 
Organization is currently evaluating the impact this ASU will have on its consolidated financial statements. 

The FASB has issued certain new or modifications to, or interpretations of, existing accounting guidance 
in addition to the ASU’s described above. The Organization has considered the new pronouncements and 
does not believe that any other new or modified guidance will have a material impact on the 
Organization’s reported financial position or activities in the near term. 

Change in accounting: In August 2016, the FASB issued Accounting Standards Update (ASU) No. 
2016-14, Not-for-Profit Entities (Topic 958): Presentation of Financial Statements of Not-for-Profit Entities. 
ASU No. 2016-14 changes presentation and disclosure requirements for not-for-profit entities to provide 
qualitative and quantitative requirements as follows: 

•	 Net assets presentation in two categories – net assets without donor restrictions and net assets 
with donor restrictions; 

•	 Presentation of investment income net of investment expenses; 
•	 Analysis of expenses by both natural and functional classification; 
•	 Liquidity and availability of resources disclosure requirement; 
•	 Presentation of operating cash flows either direct or indirect method; permits the use of direct 

method without reconciliation of change in net assets to net cash flows from operating activities. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries
 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
 
(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or for the Year Ended June 30, 2018)
 

Note 1. Nature of Organization and Significant Accounting Policies (Continued)
 
As the result of ASU No. 2016-14 adoption, the Organization has adjusted the presentation of these 
consolidated financial statements accordingly. The ASU has been applied retrospectively to all periods 
presented. 

Subsequent events: Management has assessed subsequent events through December 18, 2019, the 
date the consolidated financial statements were available to be issued. 

Note 2. Tax Credit Scholarship Programs and Scholarships Awarded 
Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program and Scholarships Awarded – Florida Statutes permit 
Scholarship Funding Organizations participating in the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program to use up 
to 3% of eligible contributions received for administrative expenses. Scholarship Funding Organizations 
must expend for annual or partial-year scholarships an amount equal to or greater than 75% of the net 
eligible contributions remaining after administrative expenses during the year in which such contributions 
are collected. No more than 25% of such net eligible contributions may be carried forward for expenditure 
to the following year. During the year ended June 30, 2019, Step Up For Students collected $615,088,723 
of eligible contributions. Step Up For Students claimed an administrative allowance of $18,452,512 and 
expended $615,252,820 for scholarships during the year ended June 30, 2019. During the year ended 
June 30, 2018, Step Up For Students collected $611,426,578 of eligible contributions. Step Up For 
Students claimed an administrative allowance of $18,342,797 and expended $641,591,249 for 
scholarships during the year ended June 30, 2018. During the year ended June 30, 2019, Step Up For 
Students received transferred funds from another SGO amounting to $8,481,132 in which Step Up For 
Students was entitled to a 2% administrative allowance of $169,623. 

Scholarships under the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program are awarded annually to qualified 
students. To qualify for a scholarship, a student and the parents or guardian of that student must meet 
economic need requirements, enroll in an eligible private school and comply with certain other 
responsibilities for program participation. Scholarships for the 2018 – 2019 and 2017 – 2018 school years 
could not exceed $7,111 and $6,920, respectively. The scholarship checks are made payable to the 
student’s parent or guardian and the private school. The checks are mailed to the schools in quarterly 
installments. Before the mailing, the schools verify the students’ attendance and that the students’ 
parents or guardians have complied with their responsibilities under the program. Both the parents or 
guardians and schools endorse the checks before they are deposited into the schools’ bank accounts. 

Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program and Scholarships Awarded – The Alabama Accountability 
Act of 2013 and the Administrative Rulings by the Alabama Department of Revenue permit Scholarship 
Granting Organizations participating in the Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program to use up to 5% of 
eligible contributions received for administrative expenses. Scholarship Granting Organizations must 
expend for scholarships an amount equal to or greater than 95% of the net eligible contributions 
remaining after administrative expenses. During the year ended June 30, 2019, the Alabama Opportunity 
Scholarship Fund collected $3,339,900 of eligible contributions. The Alabama Opportunity Scholarship 
Fund claimed an administrative allowance of $166,995 and expended $8,781,932 for scholarships during 
the year ended June 30, 2019. During the year ended June 30, 2018, the Alabama Opportunity 
Scholarship Fund collected $22,521,746 of eligible contributions. The Alabama Opportunity Scholarship 
Fund claimed an administrative allowance of $1,126,045 and expended $9,387,814 for scholarships 
during the year ended June 30, 2018. During the year ended June 30, 2019, C2 collected $275,537 of 
eligible contributions. C2 claimed an administrative allowance of $13,777 and there were amounts 
expended for scholarships during the year ended June 30, 2019. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries
 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
 
(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or for the Year Ended June 30, 2018)
 

Note 2. Tax Credit Scholarship Programs and Scholarships Awarded (Continued)
 
Scholarships under the Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program are awarded annually to qualified 
students. To qualify for a scholarship, a student and the parents or guardian of that student must meet 
economic need requirements, enroll in an eligible private school and comply with certain other 
responsibilities for program participation. 

Note 3. Property and Equipment 
Property and equipment consisted of the following at June 30: 

2019 2018 

Furniture and equipment 
Software 
Leasehold improvements 

Less accumulated depreciation 

1,320,061  $ 
3,269,663  

47,544  
4,637,268  

(1,741,164) 
2,896,104  $ 

$ 

$ 

1,505,601  
3,358,716  

58,625  
4,922,942  

(1,936,777) 
2,986,165  

Depreciation expense for the years ended June 30, 2019 and 2018, was $758,610 and $384,633, 
respectively. 

Note 4. Line of Credit 
Step Up For Students has a $40,000,000 line of credit agreement with a bank bearing interest at the one-
month LIBOR interest rate plus 1.5% (4.0% at June 30, 2019). Interest on the line of credit is payable 
monthly and matures on April 29, 2020. The line of credit is collateralized by substantially all the assets of 
Step Up For Students. The Organization maintains the line of credit for the purpose of funding Florida Tax 
Credit Scholarship commitments in the event that expected contributions from donors are delayed. The 
line of credit had an outstanding balance of $35,000,000 and $14,986,632 at June 30, 2019 and 2018, 
respectively. On September 30, 2019, the line of credit was increased to $60,000,000. 

The outstanding balances were utilized to fund scholarships for the last distributions of the fiscal year for 
the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program. During 2019, several donors took advantage of a change in 
the statutory program provisions that allowed them to make donation payments up to the due date for 
submission of their tax returns. As such, pledges receivable increased by $39,829,313 during 2019 and 
the Organization used the line of credit to offset these delayed receipts. The outstanding balances were 
repaid in full on July 2, 2019 and July 5, 2018 for the year ended 2019 and 2018, respectively. 

Note 5. Net Assets 
Net assets without donor restrictions are available for the following purposes at June 30: 

2019 2018 

Undesignated $ 5,338,047  $ 8,115,532  
Board designated for specified purposes 1,283,542  ­

$ 6,621,589  $ 8,115,532  
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements 
(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or for the Year Ended June 30, 2018) 

Note 5. Net Assets (Continued) 
Net assets with donor restrictions are available for the following purposes at June 30: 

2019 2018 

Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program 
Hope Scholarship 
Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program 
Communications, Policy and Public Affairs 

521,424,386  $ 
40,840,971  
7,548,453  

654,158  
570,467,968  $ 

$ 

$ 

491,496,263  
-

12,937,978  
1,153,854  

505,588,095  

Net assets with donor restrictions were released from donor restrictions by incurring expenses satisfying 
the purpose specified by donors as follows: 

2019 2018 

Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program $ 615,886,182  $ 641,657,071  
Hope Scholarship 290,968  ­
Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program 9,226,864  9,910,152  
Communications, Policy and Public Affairs 2,216,426  1,309,560  

$ 627,620,440  $ 652,876,783  

Note 6. Commitments 
The Organization leases certain office equipment and office space under operating leases which expire at 
various dates through August 2021. Rent expense for the years ended June 30, 2019 and 2018, was 
$876,072 and $809,539, respectively. 

Minimum future annual lease payments under operating leases are as follows: 

Years ending June 30: 
2020 $ 605,719  
2021 3,896  
2022 649 

$ 610,264  
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries
 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
 
(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or for the Year Ended June 30, 2018)
 

Note 7. Liquidity and Availability of Resources
 

As of June 30, 2019, the following reflects the Organization’s financial assets, reduced by amounts not 
available for general use because of contractual or donor-imposed restrictions, board designations and 
amounts used to repay the line of credit on July 2, 2019 within one year of June 30, 2019. 

Financial assets, at year-end 
Cash and cash equivalents $ 63,558,310  
Pledges receivable, net 542,649,336  
Accounts and grants receivable, net 5,088,297  
Less those unavailable for general expenditures within one year, due to: 

Contractual or donor-imposed restrictions: 
Restricted by donors with purpose restrictions (570,467,968) 

Board designations: 
Board designated for Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program (1,283,542) 

Repayment of line of credit on July 2, 2019 (35,000,000) 
Financial assets available to meet cash needs for general expenditures 

within one year $ 4,544,433  

The Organization’s goal is to manage its tax-credited fundraising and associated scholarship 
commitments such that as many students as possible receive a scholarship while maintaining a 5% 
reserve of the funds received (approximately $32.5 million). The purpose of that reserve is to provide for 
timing differences and potential rescindments by donors. 

Historically, the Organization pays scholarship payments four times per year during the school year, the 
timing for which is established based on historical fundraising trends such that sufficient donations are 
received prior to each payment. Donations received between scholarship payments are invested in short-
term U.S. Treasury instruments, the interest from which is designated by the Board of Directors to fund 
scholarships. The Company maintains a $40 million line of credit (increased to $60 million on 
September 30, 2019) for the purpose of funding scholarship commitments in the event that expected 
contributions from donors are delayed. 

As of the statement of financial position date, the Organization has materially paid all scholarship 
commitments as the school year had ended for all of its scholarship recipients. During 2019, donors took 
advantage of a new statutory provision that allowed them to delay their contributions as long as they 
reserved their credits with the State of Florida prior to the end of their fiscal year. This new provision 
contributed to the delay of approximately $56 million in tax-credited donations from 2019 to 2020, which 
significantly impacted cash flow forecasts. Accordingly, the Organization borrowed $35 million in June 
2019 to fund the final major distribution of the 2019 school year. The full amount was repaid on July 2, 
2019, as sufficient funds were available. 

Note 8. Major Donors 
Step Up For Students: Contributions from one major donor accounted for approximately 22.4% of 
contributions and grants – Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program during the year ended June 30, 2019. 
At June 30, 2019, approximately 26.7% of pledges receivable are due from this major donor. 
Contributions from two major donors accounted for approximately 32.0% of contributions and grants – 
Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program during the year ended June 30, 2018. At June 30, 2018, 
approximately 34.4% of pledges receivable are due from these major donors. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries
 

Notes to Consolidated Financial Statements
 
(With Summarized Comparative Information as of or for the Year Ended June 30, 2018)
 

Note 8. Major Donors (Continued)
 
Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund: Contributions from one major donor accounted for approximately 
44.8% of contributions and grants – Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program during the year ended 
June 30, 2019. Contributions from one major donor accounted for approximately 14.3% of contributions 
and grants – Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program during the year ended June 30, 2018. 

C2: Contributions from one major donor accounted for approximately 14.5% of contributions and grants – 
Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program during the year ended June 30, 2019. 

Note 9. Retirement Plan 
The Organization has a defined contribution 401(k) Savings Plan (the Plan). All employees who meet 
certain age and service requirements are eligible to participate in the Plan. The Plan provides for salary 
reduction contributions from employees up to the federal tax limit according to the Internal Revenue 
Code. In addition, there could be additional retirement benefits from discretionary employer contributions. 
Contributions to this Plan for the years ended June 30, 2019 and 2018, were $756,938 and $658,683, 
respectively, which is included in payroll taxes and employee benefits in the accompanying consolidated 
statement of functional expenses. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries 

Consolidating Statement of Financial Position 
June 30, 2019 

Alabama Alabama 
Opportunity C2 Opportunity 

Step Up For Scholarship Opportunity Action 
Students, Inc. Fund, LLC Scholarships, LLC Fund Eliminations Consolidated 

Assets 

Current assets: 
Cash and cash equivalents 
Pledges receivable, net 
Accounts and grants receivable, net 
Prepaid expenses and other assets 
Funds held in trust for students 
Due from related party 

Total current assets 

$ 55,486,043  
542,644,336  

4,888,036  
835,210  

82,182,389  
61,075  

686,097,089  

$ 7,614,360  
5,000  

75,261  
23,429  

-
-

7,718,050  

$ 341,702  
-
-
-
-
-

341,702  

$ 116,205  
-

125,000  
-
-
-

241,205  

$ -
-
-
-
-

(61,075) 
(61,075) 

$ 63,558,310  
542,649,336  

5,088,297  
858,639  

82,182,389  
-

694,336,971  

Restricted certificate of deposit 
Property and equipment, net 

130,000  
2,883,967  

-
12,137  

-
-

-
-

-
-

130,000  
2,896,104  

Total assets $ 689,111,056  $ 7,730,187  $ 341,702  $ 241,205  $ (61,075) $ 697,363,075  

Liabilities and Net Assets 

Current liabilities: 
Accounts payable 
Accrued expenses 
Line of credit 
Funds held in trust for students liability 
Due to related party 

Total current liabilities 

$ 774,599  
2,200,830  

35,000,000  
82,182,389  

-
120,157,818  

$ 54,093  
47,303  

-
-

39,312  
140,708  

$ -
6,683  

-
-

12,993  
19,676  

$ -
7,621  

-
-

8,770  
16,391  

$ -
-
-
-

(61,075) 
(61,075) 

$ 828,692  
2,262,437  

35,000,000  
82,182,389  

-
120,273,518  

Net assets: 
With donor restrictions 
Without donor restrictions 

Total net assets 

6,258,537  
562,694,701  
568,953,238  

302,786  
7,286,693  
7,589,479  

60,266  
261,760  
322,026  

-
224,814  
224,814  

-
-
-

6,621,589  
570,467,968  
577,089,557  

Total liabilities and net assets $ 689,111,056  $ 7,730,187  $ 341,702  $ 241,205  $ (61,075) $ 697,363,075  
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries 

Consolidating Statement of Activities 
Year Ended June 30, 2019 

Step Up For Students, Inc. Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund, LLC 
Without Donor With Donor Without Donor With Donor 

Restrictions Restrictions Total Restrictions Restrictions Total 
Revenues and support: 

Contributions and grants: 
Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program, net 18,622,135  $ 644,767,033  $ 663,389,168  $ $ - $ - $ -
Hope Scholarship Program 1,264,022  40,870,044  42,134,066  - - -
Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program - - - 166,995  3,177,905  3,344,900  
Gardiner Scholarship Program 3,537,044  - 3,537,044  - - -
Reading Scholarship Program 84,280  - 84,280  - - -
Grants and other contributions 651,991  1,426,730  2,078,721  300 210,000  210,300  

Other revenue and interest income 692,448  1,309,167  2,001,615  - 137,674  137,674  
Scholarship service contract revenue 981,486  - 981,486  - - -
Net assets released from restrictions 618,328,390  (618,328,390) - 9,176,864  (9,176,864) -

Total revenues and support 644,161,796  70,044,584  714,206,380  9,344,159  (5,651,285) 3,692,874  

Expenses: 
Program services: 

Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program 625,981,768  - 625,981,768  - - -
Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program - - - 9,360,220  - 9,360,220  
Gardiner Scholarship Program 4,993,457  - 4,993,457  - - -
School Development and Student Learning 1,785,546  - 1,785,546  - - -
Communications, Policy and Public Affairs 1,667,112  - 1,667,112  - - -
Hope Scholarship Program 1,427,683  - 1,427,683  - - -
Scholarship Service Contract 1,010,028  - 1,010,028  - - -
Advocacy and Civic Engagement 923,754  - 923,754  10,612  - 10,612  
Reading Scholarship Program 827,726  - 827,726  - - -
Family Empowerment Scholarship 107,480  - 107,480  - - -

Total program services 638,724,554  - 638,724,554  9,370,832  - 9,370,832  

Supporting services: 
General and administrative 4,108,789  - 4,108,789  236,594  - 236,594  
Development and fundraising 2,508,286  - 2,508,286  111,109  - 111,109  

Total supporting services 6,617,075  - 6,617,075  347,703  - 347,703  
Total expenses 645,341,629  - 645,341,629  9,718,535  - 9,718,535  
Change in net assets (1,179,833) 70,044,584  68,864,751  (374,376) (5,651,285) (6,025,661) 

Net assets: 
Beginning 7,438,370  492,650,117  500,088,487  677,162  12,937,978  13,615,140  

Ending 6,258,537  $ 562,694,701  $ 568,953,238  $ 302,786  $ 7,286,693  $ 7,589,479  $ 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries 

Consolidating Statement of Activities (Continued) 
Year Ended June 30, 2019 

C2 Opportunity Scholarships, LLC Alabama Opportunity Action Fund 
Without Donor With Donor Without Donor With Donor 

Restrictions Restrictions Total Restrictions Restrictions Total Consolidated 
Revenues and support: 

Contributions and grants: 
Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program, net $ - $ - $ - $ - $ - $ - $ 663,389,168  
Hope Scholarship Program - - - - - - 42,134,066  
Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program 13,777  261,760  275,537  - - - 3,620,437  
Gardiner Scholarship Program - - - - - - 3,537,044  
Reading Scholarship Program - - - - - - 84,280  
Grants and other contributions 119,152  50,000  169,152  - 290,000  290,000  2,748,173  

Other revenue and interest income - - - - - - 2,139,289  
Scholarship service contract revenue - - - - - - 981,486  
Net assets released from restrictions 50,000  (50,000) - 65,186  (65,186) - -

Total revenues and support 182,929  261,760  444,689  65,186  224,814  290,000  718,633,943  

Expenses: 
Program services: 

Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program - - - - - - 625,981,768  
Alabama Tax Credit Scholarship Program 20,765  - 20,765  - - - 9,380,985  
Gardiner Scholarship Program - - - - - - 4,993,457  
School Development and Student Learning - - - - - - 1,785,546  
Communications, Policy and Public Affairs - - - 65,186  - 65,186  1,732,298  
Hope Scholarship Program - - - - - - 1,427,683  
Scholarship Service Contract - - - - - - 1,010,028  
Advocacy and Civic Engagement 130 - 130 - - - 934,496  
Reading Scholarship Program - - - - - - 827,726  
Family Empowerment Scholarship - - - - - - 107,480  

Total program services 20,895  - 20,895  65,186  - 65,186  648,181,467  

Supporting services: 
General and administrative 54,252  - 54,252  - - - 4,399,635  
Development and fundraising 47,516  - 47,516  - - - 2,666,911  

Total supporting services 101,768  - 101,768  - - - 7,066,546  
Total expenses 122,663  - 122,663  65,186  - 65,186  655,248,013  
Change in net assets 60,266  261,760  322,026  - 224,814  224,814  63,385,930  

Net assets: 
Beginning - - - - - - 513,703,627  

Ending $ 60,266  $ 261,760  $ 322,026  $ - $ 224,814  $ 224,814  $ 577,089,557  
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries 

Schedule of Expenditures of State Financial Assistance 
Year Ended June 30, 2019 

State Contract/ 
CSFA Grant State 

Grantor/Program Title Number Number Expenditures 
State Financial Assistance 
Florida Department of Education and Commissioner of Education: 

Gardiner Scholarship Program 48.113 92X-90025-9D001 $ 101,368,773  
Reading Scholarship Accounts Program 48.157 92X-90550-9D001 388,324  

Total expenditures of state financial assistance $ 101,757,097  

See notes to schedule of expenditures of state financial assistance. 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiaries 

Notes to Schedule of Expenditures of State Financial Assistance
Year Ended June 30, 2019 

Note 1. Basis of Presentation 
The accompanying schedule of expenditures of state financial assistance (the Schedule) includes the 
state financial assistance project activity of Step Up For Students, Inc. and its subsidiaries (the 
Organization) under programs of the State of Florida for the year ended June 30, 2019. The information in 
this Schedule is presented in accordance with the requirements of the State of Florida Chapter 10.650, 
Rules of the Auditor General. Because the Schedule presents only a selected portion of the operations of 
the Organization, it is not intended to and does not present the financial position, changes in net assets or 
cash flows of the Organization. 

Note 2. Summary of Significant Accounting Policies 
Expenditures reported on the Schedule are recognized on the accrual basis of accounting. Such 
expenditures are reported following the cost principles established by the State of Florida Department 
of Financial Services, wherein certain types of expenditures are not allowable or are limited as to 
reimbursement. Pass-through entity identifying numbers (contract or grant number) are presented where 
available. 

Step Up For Students is acting as an agent for the Gardiner Scholarship Program; therefore, there are no 
revenues and expenses reported on the accompanying consolidated statement of activities for 
scholarship funds received and distributed from the State of Florida. The expenditures reported as state 
financial assistance on the Schedule represent amounts distributed for reimbursement of program-related 
educational expenditures on behalf of eligible children, which totaled $97,831,729 and $3,537,044 
received from the State of Florida, which were used to pay administrative expenses for the administration 
of the program on behalf of the State of Florida. 

Step Up For Students is acting as an agent for the Reading Scholarship Accounts Program; therefore, 
there are no revenues and expenses reported on the accompanying consolidated statement of activities 
for scholarship funds received and distributed from the State of Florida. The expenditures reported as 
state financial assistance on the Schedule represent amounts distributed for reimbursement of program-
related expenditures on behalf of eligible children, which totaled $304,044 and $84,280 received from the 
State of Florida, which were used to pay administrative expenses for the administration of the program on 
behalf of the State of Florida. 

Note 3. Subrecipients 
There was no state financial assistance passed through to subrecipients by the Organization. 
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Report on Internal Control Over Financial Reporting
and on Compliance and Other Matters Based on an Audit of Financial

Statements Performed in Accordance With Government Auditing Standards 

Independent Auditor’s Report 

To the Board of Directors 
Step Up For Students, Inc. 

We have audited, in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States, the consolidated financial statements of Step Up 
For Students, Inc. and its subsidiaries (the Organization), which comprise the consolidated statement of 
financial position as of June 30, 2019, and the related consolidated statements of activities, functional 
expenses and cash flows for the year then ended, and the related notes to the consolidated financial 
statements, and have issued our report thereon dated December 18, 2019. 

Internal Control Over Financial Reporting 
In planning and performing our audit of the consolidated financial statements, we considered the 
Organization’s internal control over financial reporting (internal control) to determine the audit procedures 
that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinion on the consolidated 
financial statements, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
Organization’s internal control. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the 
Organization’s internal control. 

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow management 
or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or detect and 
correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a combination of 
deficiencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement of 
the entity’s financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected on a timely basis. A 
significant deficiency is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control that is less severe 
than a material weakness, yet important enough to merit attention by those charged with governance. 

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph of this 
section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material 
weaknesses or significant deficiencies. Given these limitations, during our audit, we did not identify any 
deficiencies in internal control that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, material 
weaknesses may exist that have not been identified. 

Compliance and Other Matters 
As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the Organization’s consolidated financial 
statements are free from material misstatement, we performed tests of its compliance with certain 
provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a 
direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts. However, providing an 
opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objective of our audit, and accordingly, we do not 
express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other 
matters that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards. 



 

 

 
   

 
  

   
   

 

 
  

 

Purpose of This Report 
The purpose of this report is solely to describe the scope of our testing of internal control and compliance 
and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the Organization’s 
internal control or on compliance. This report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with 
Government Auditing Standards in considering the Organization’s internal control and compliance. 
Accordingly, this communication is not suitable for any other purpose. 

Orlando, Florida 
December 18, 2019 
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Report on Compliance for its Major State Financial Assistance Project and
Report on Internal Control Over Compliance Required by State of

Florida Chapter 10.650, Rules of the Auditor General 

Independent Auditor’s Report 

To the Board of Directors 
Step Up For Students, Inc. 

Report on Compliance for its Major State Financial Assistance Project 
We have audited Step Up For Students, Inc. and its subsidiaries’ (the Organization) compliance with the 
types of compliance requirements described in the Department of Financial Services’ State Projects 
Compliance Supplement that could have a direct and material effect on the Organization’s major state 
financial assistance project for the year ended June 30, 2019. The Organization’s major state financial 
assistance project is identified in the summary of auditor’s results section of the accompanying schedule 
of findings and questioned costs. 

Management’s Responsibility 
Management is responsible for compliance with state statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions 
of its state financial assistance applicable to its state financial assistance project. 

Auditor’s Responsibility 
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on compliance for the Organization’s major state financial 
assistance project based on our audit of the types of compliance requirements referred to above. We 
conducted our audit of compliance in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing 
Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and the State of Florida Chapter 
10.650, Rules of the Auditor General. Those standards and the State of Florida Chapter 10.650, Rules of 
the Auditor General, require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about 
whether noncompliance with the types of compliance requirements referred to above that could have a 
direct and material effect on a major state financial assistance project occurred. An audit includes 
examining, on a test basis, evidence about the Organization’s compliance with those requirements and 
performing such other procedures as we considered necessary in the circumstances. 

We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion on compliance for its major state 
financial assistance project. However, our audit does not provide a legal determination of the 
Organization’s compliance. 

Opinion on its Major State Financial Assistance Project 
In our opinion, the Organization complied, in all material respects, with the types of compliance 
requirements referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on its major state financial 
assistance project for the year ended June 30, 2019. 



 

 

 
   

  
    

     
    

      
    

   
      

  
 

   
 

     
   

 
   

    
  

    
   

 
  

    
     

   
   

 
  

 
     

  
 

 
 

 

Report on Internal Control Over Compliance 
Management of the Organization is responsible for establishing and maintaining effective internal control 
over compliance with the types of compliance requirements referred to above. In planning and performing 
our audit of compliance, we considered the Organization’s internal control over compliance with the types 
of requirements that could have a direct and material effect on its major state financial assistance project 
to determine the auditing procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances for the purpose of 
expressing an opinion on compliance for its major state financial assistance project and to test and report 
on internal control over compliance in accordance with the State of Florida Chapter 10.650, Rules of the 
Auditor General, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of internal control 
over compliance. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the Organization’s 
internal control over compliance. 

A deficiency in internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation of a control over 
compliance does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned 
functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a 
state financial assistance project on a timely basis. A material weakness in internal control over compliance 
is a deficiency, or combination of deficiencies, in internal control over compliance, such that there is a 
reasonable possibility that material noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a state 
financial assistance project will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a timely basis. A significant 
deficiency in internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal 
control over compliance with a type of compliance requirement of a state financial assistance project that 
is less severe than a material weakness in internal control over compliance, yet important enough to merit 
attention by those charged with governance. 

Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in the first 
paragraph of this section and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control over 
compliance that might be material weaknesses or significant deficiencies. We did not identify any 
deficiencies in internal control over compliance that we consider to be material weaknesses. However, 
material weaknesses may exist that have not been identified. 

The purpose of this report on internal control over compliance is solely to describe the scope of our 
testing of internal control over compliance and the results of that testing based on the requirements of the 
State of Florida Chapter 10.650, Rules of the Auditor General. Accordingly, this report is not suitable for 
any other purpose. 

Orlando, Florida 
December 18, 2019 
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Step Up For Students, Inc. and Subsidiary 

Schedule of Findings and Questioned Costs 
Year Ended June 30, 2019 

I - Summary of Auditor’s Results 

Financial Statements 

Type of auditor’s report issued:	 Unmodified 

Internal control over financial reporting: 
Material weakness(es) identified?	 Yes X No 
Significant deficiency(ies) identified? Yes X None Reported 

Noncompliance material to financial statements noted? Yes X No 

State Financial Assistance 

Internal control over major program: 
Material weakness(es) identified?	 Yes X No 
Significant deficiency(ies) identified?	 Yes X None Reported 

Type of auditor’s report issued on compliance for 
major program: Unmodified 

Any audit findings disclosed that are required 
to be reported in accordance with Section 
10.654(1)(h)(1)(f), Rules of the Auditor General ? Yes X No 

Identification of major program: 

CSFA Number(s)	 Name of State Financial Assistance Project 
48.113	 Gardiner Scholarship Program 

Dollar threshold used to distinguish between type 
A and type B state financial assistance projects: $ 3,052,713  

II.	 Financial Statement Findings 

No matters to report. 

III.	 Findings and Questioned Costs for State Financial Assistance 

No matters to report. 

IV. Other Reporting 

1.	 No Summary Schedule of Prior Audit Findings is presented because there were no prior audit 
findings related to state financial assistance projects. 

2.	 No Corrective Action Plan is presented because there were no findings required to be 
reported under the Florida Single Audit Act. 

3.	 There was no management letter or control deficiency letter issued for the year ended 
June 30, 2019, and there were no matters required to be reported in these letters. 
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DECEMBER 5, 2019 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 
4655 SALISBURY ROAD NO. 400 
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32256 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC.: 

ENCLOSED ARE THE ORIGINAL AND ONE COPY OF THE 2018 EXEMPT ORGANIZATION RETURN,
 
AS FOLLOWS...
 

2018 FORM 990
 

EACH ORIGINAL SHOULD BE DATED, SIGNED AND FILED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE FILING
 
INSTRUCTIONS. THE COPY SHOULD BE RETAINED FOR YOUR FILES.
 

REGARDS, 


JULIANA KREUL 




 

 
 

 

 

 

 

TAX RETURN FILING INSTRUCTIONS 
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FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
JUNE 30, 2019 

PREPARED FOR: 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 
4655 SALISBURY ROAD NO. 400 
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32256 

PREPARED BY: 

RSM US LLP 
7351 OFFICE PARK PL. 
MELBOURNE, FL 32940-8229 

AMOUNT DUE OR REFUND: 

NOT APPLICABLE 

MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: 

NOT APPLICABLE 

MAIL TAX RETURN AND CHECK (IF APPLICABLE) TO: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE CENTER 
OGDEN, UT 84201-0027 

RETURN MUST BE MAILED ON OR BEFORE:
 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS:
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STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC.
4655 SALISBURY ROAD, NO. 400
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32256

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE CENTER
OGDEN, UT  84201-0027

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

!8420100276!

                                 FORM 990



Fo"' 8879-EO 

Olpartmon.t of tt...Traa$Uf)I 
lnwr.I Ftewnw Setvlc:e 

Name of exempt or113nlzalion 

IRS e-file Signature Authorization 
for an Exempt Organization 

For eiHendlt )"&31' 2018, Ot fiscal reet btg!M~O JUL l . 2018. Md.,.,~ JUN )0 

... Do not send to the IRS. Keep for your records. 

.,. Go to www.ft.AAv/Form8879EO for the latest Information. 

STEP OP FOR STOOl!N'l'S, I NC. 

2018 
Employer identification n1mber 

59-3649371 

Name and title of officer 
JOE 	 PPOONTZ 
CPO 

IPart I I Type of Retum and Retum Information (Wl1ole Dollars Only) 

Checl< the box for the return for which you are using this Form 8879·EO and enter the appficable amount, if any, from the return. H you check the bOx 
on line 1a, 2a, 3a1 4a, or sa, belo\v, and the amount on that line for the return being filed with this form was blank, then leave Une 1b, 2b, 3b, 4b, or Sb, 
whichever is applicable, blank (do not enter -0-~ But. if you entered -0· on the return, then enter -0- on the appticable ine below. Do not complete more 
than one line in Part I. 

1a Fo1m 990 che<:k here ... [!] b Total revenue, if any{Form 990, Part VIII, column (A). lin& 12) ....... ............. 1b ____7_1_7~, 9_4_9~,_6_6_7_. 
2a Form 990·EZ check here ... D b Total rev•nue, if any (Fonm 990·EZ. line 9) .......................................... 2b 

33 Fonm1120-P0Lche<:khere ... D b Totol tax{Form1120-POL, fine22) ................................................ 3b --- ­ ---­

4" Form 990·PF check here ... D b Tax based on lnve$1ment income (Form 99o.PF, Part VI, tine 5) .... ..... 4b ---------

Sa Form 8868 check here ...D b Balance Due (Form 8868, line 3c) ......... .................... .............................. Sb 

IPart II I Declaration and Signature Authorization of Officer 
Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I am an offlC&r ol the above organization and that I have examined a copy of the organization's 2018 
electronic return and accompanying schedules and statements and to the best of my knowiedge and belief, they are true, correc~ and complete. I 
further declare that the amount in Part I above is the amount shown on the copy of the organization's electronic rerum. I consent to allow my 
int&nnediate service provider, transmitter, or electronic retum originator (ERO) to send the organization's return to the IRS and to receive from the IRS 
(a) an acknowledgement of receipt or reason for rejection of the transmission, (b) the reason for any delay In processing the return or ref\lnd, and (c) 
tho date of any refund. II applicable, I authorize the U.S. Treasury and ~s designated Ananclal Agent to initiate an electronic funds withdrawal (direct 
debiq entry to the financial institution account indicated In the tax preparation software for payment of the organization's federal taxes owed on this 
return, and the financial institution to debit the entry to this account. To revoke a payment, I must contact the U.S. Treasury Financial Agent at 
1-888-3534537 no later than 2 business days prior to the payment (settlement) date. I also authorize the financial lnst~utlons involved in the 
processing of the &fectrontc payment of taxes to receive confidential information necessary to answer inquiries and resotv• i5sues related to the 
payment. I have selected a personal Identification number (PIN) as mysignature for the organization's electronic return and,~ applicable, the 
organization's consent to electronic funds withdrawal. 

Officer'• PIN: check one boxonly 

[!] I authorize RSM us LLP 	 to enter my PIN I 49371 
~----------------------------~ 

ERO ftrm name 	 Enter five numbers, bul 
do not enter au zeros 

as my signature on the organiutlon's tax year 2018 electronically filed return. If I have indicated within this return fhat a copy of the return 
is being filed with a state agency(ies) regulating char'rties as part of the IRS Fed/State program, I also a.uthorize the aforementioned ERO to 
onter my PIN on the retum•s disclosure consent screen. 

D 	As an officer of the organization, I will enter my PIN as my signature on the organization's tax year 2018 etactronicaUy filed return. If I have 
indicated within this return that a copy of the return Is being filed with a st.ate agencyQes) regulating charities as part of the IRS Fed/State 
program. I ·n enter my IN on the re 's disclosure consent screen. 

Date .,. _.../0...._-....1,,8'_-_./'-Cf._____~~r-:¥1....-c._ 

ent1catlon 
ERO's EFINIPIN. Enter your six·dig~ electronic fifing identification 

number (EFIN) followed by your five-digit self·selected PIN. 50888953718 

Do not toter all mos 
I certify that the above numeric entry is my PIN, which is my signature on the 2018 electronically filed return for the organization indicated above. I 
confirm that I am submitting this return in accordance with the requirements of Pub. 4163. Modamized e-File (MeF) Information for Authorized IRS 
e·file Providerg f01 Business Retums. 

Date .,. _______________ERO's signature ... 

ERO Must Retain This Form - See Instructions 

Do Not Submit This Form to the IRS Unless Requested To Do So 


LHA For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice~, see instructions. 	 Form 8879-EO (2018) 
823051 10.2&-13 
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Are all subordinates included? 

832001  12-31-18

Beginning of Current Year

Paid

Preparer

Use Only

Under section 501(c), 527, or 4947(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code (except private foundations)

|  Do not enter social security numbers on this form as it may be made public. Open to Public 
Inspection|  Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for instructions and the latest information.

A For the 2018 calendar year, or tax year beginning and ending

B C D Employer identification number

E

G

H(a)
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H(c)

F Yes No

Yes No

I
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Here

Yes No

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the separate instructions.  

(or P.O. box if mail is not delivered to street address) Room/suite

)501(c)(3) 501(c) ( (insert no.) 4947(a)(1) or 527

 |Corporation Trust Association OtherForm of organization: Year of formation: State of legal domicile:

 |

 |
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Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have examined this return, including accompanying schedules and statements, and to the best of my knowledge and belief, it is

true, correct, and complete. Declaration of preparer (other than officer) is based on all information of which preparer has any knowledge.

Signature of officer Date

Type or print name and title

Date PTINPrint/Type preparer's name Preparer's signature

Firm's name Firm's EIN

Firm's address

Phone no.

 

Form

Name of organization

Doing business as

Number and street Telephone number

City or town, state or province, country, and ZIP or foreign postal code

Is this a group return 

for subordinates?Name and address of principal officer: ~~

If "No," attach a list. (see instructions)

Group exemption number  |

Tax-exempt status:

Briefly describe the organization's mission or most significant activities:

Check this box if the organization discontinued its operations or disposed of more than 25% of its net assets.

Number of voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1a)

Number of independent voting members of the governing body (Part VI, line 1b)

Total number of individuals employed in calendar year 2018 (Part V, line 2a)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Total number of volunteers (estimate if necessary)

Total unrelated business revenue from Part VIII, column (C), line 12

Net unrelated business taxable income from Form 990-T, line 38

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

����������������������

Contributions and grants (Part VIII, line 1h) ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Program service revenue (Part VIII, line 2g) ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~Investment income (Part VIII, column (A), lines 3, 4, and 7d)

Other revenue (Part VIII, column (A), lines 5, 6d, 8c, 9c, 10c, and 11e) ~~~~~~~~

Total revenue - add lines 8 through 11 (must equal Part VIII, column (A), line 12) ���

Grants and similar amounts paid (Part IX, column (A), lines 1-3)

Benefits paid to or for members (Part IX, column (A), line 4)

Salaries, other compensation, employee benefits (Part IX, column (A), lines 5-10)

~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~

Professional fundraising fees (Part IX, column (A), line 11e)

Total fundraising expenses (Part IX, column (D), line 25)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Other expenses (Part IX, column (A), lines 11a-11d, 11f-24e)

Total expenses. Add lines 13-17 (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25)

Revenue less expenses. Subtract line 18 from line 12

~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~

����������������

Total assets (Part X, line 16)

Total liabilities (Part X, line 26)

Net assets or fund balances. Subtract line 21 from line 20

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

��������������

May the IRS discuss this return with the preparer shown above? (see instructions) ���������������������

LHA Form (2018)

Part I Summary

Signature BlockPart II

990

Return of Organization Exempt From Income Tax990 2018
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                    ** PUBLIC DISCLOSURE COPY **

JUL 1, 2018 JUN 30, 2019

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC.
59-3649371

904-352-22464655 SALISBURY ROAD 400
717,949,667.

JACKSONVILLE, FL  32256
XJOE PFOUNTZ

WWW.STEPUPFORSTUDENTS.ORG
X 2000 FL

8
8

291
1085
0.
0.

714,828,892.
1,432,494.
1,673,206.

15,075.
707,661,184. 717,949,667.

624,325,720.
0.

19,899,245.
0.

2,666,911.
10,563,586.

674,603,917. 654,788,551.
33,057,267. 63,161,116.

589,394,333. 697,130,640.
75,690,706. 120,265,897.
513,703,627. 576,864,743.

JOE PFOUNTZ, CFO

P01204534JULIANA KREUL
42-0714325RSM US LLP

7351 OFFICE PARK PL.
MELBOURNE, FL 32940-8229 321-751-6200

X

SAME AS C ABOVE

SEE SCHEDULE O

X

705,681,555.
976,220.
999,419.
3,990.

650,979,063.
0.

15,927,052.
0.

7,697,802.

 12/20/2019



Code: Expenses $ including grants of $ Revenue $

Code: Expenses $ including grants of $ Revenue $

Code: Expenses $ including grants of $ Revenue $

Expenses $ including grants of $ Revenue $
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Yes No

4a

4b

4c

4d

4e

 

Form 990 (2018) Page 

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part III ����������������������������

Briefly describe the organization's mission:

Did the organization undertake any significant program services during the year which were not listed on the

prior Form 990 or 990-EZ?

If "Yes," describe these new services on Schedule O.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization cease conducting, or make significant changes in how it conducts, any program services?

If "Yes," describe these changes on Schedule O.

~~~~~~

Describe the organization's program service accomplishments for each of its three largest program services, as measured by expenses.

Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations are required to report the amount of grants and allocations to others, the total expenses, and

revenue, if any, for each program service reported.

( ) ( ) ( )

( ) ( ) ( )

( ) ( ) ( )

Other program services (Describe in Schedule O.)

( ) ( )

Total program service expenses |

Form (2018)

2
Statement of Program Service AccomplishmentsPart III

990

 

   

   

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS EMPOWERS PARENTS TO PURSUE AND ENGAGE IN THE MOST

X

X

APPROPRIATE LEARNING OPTIONS FOR THEIR CHILDREN, WITH AN EMPHASIS ON

625,587,489. 615,252,820.  

100,320 UNDERPRIVILEGED STUDENTS ATTENDED 1,825 PRIVATE SCHOOLS ON A

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371

FAMILIES WHO LACK THE INFORMATION AND FINANCIAL RESOURCES TO ACCESS
THESE OPTIONS.  BY PURSUING THIS MISSION, WE HELP PUBLIC EDUCATION

FLORIDA TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM: IN THE 2018-19 SCHOOL YEAR,

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS' TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP. THE K-12 SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM WAS CREATED IN 2001 TO HELP ALLEVIATE THE ENORMOUS EDUCATIONAL
CHALLENGES FACED BY CHILDREN WHO LIVE IN POVERTY, AND IT IS NOW THE
LARGEST SUCH SCHOLARSHIP IN THE NATION. ELIGIBLE STUDENTS COULD CHOOSE

9,380,985. 8,781,932. 0.
THE ALABAMA OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP FUND (ALOSF) IS A SCHOLARSHIP

BETWEEN SCHOLARSHIPS WORTH UP TO $7,111 FOR PRIVATE SCHOOL TUITION AND
FEES OR UP TO $750 IN TRANSPORTATION COSTS TO ATTEND AN OUT-OF-DISTRICT
PUBLIC SCHOOL. THE AVERAGE INCOME FOR PARTICIPANTS WAS 13% ABOVE THE
FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL, AND 55% OF THE STUDENTS WERE FROM SINGLE-PARENT
HOUSEHOLDS.  STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES RELEASED IN AUGUST 2018 SHOWED
THAT SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS WERE ACHIEVING THE SAME GAINS IN READING AND

GRANTING ORGANIZATION FORMED TO IMPLEMENT THE ALABAMA ACOUNTABILITY
ACT.  ALOSF AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS TO ELIGIBLE LOW-INCOME K5-12TH GRADE
STUDENTS WITH PRIORITY GIVEN TO STUDENTS WHO ARE ZONED TO ATTEND A
FAILING PUBLIC SCHOOL.  THE SCHOLARSHIPS PAY FOR PRIVATE SCHOOL TUITION

4,993,457.   
THE GARDINER SCHOLARSHIP ACCOUNT PROGRAM:  IN THE 2018-19 SCHOOL YEAR,

OR TRANSFER FEES TO A NON-FAILING PUBLIC SCHOOL.  THE FIRST
SCHOLARSHIPS WERE GRANTED FOR THE SEMESTER STARTING JANUARY 2014.  
ALOSF HAS AWARDED OVER 10,750 SCHOLARSHIPS OVER 5 1/2 YEARS
REPRESENTING 46 OF THE 67 COUNTIES IN ALABAMA.  THE SCHOLARSHIPS ARE
FUNDED BY DONATIONS OF INCOME TAX LIABILITY FROM INDIVIDUALS AND
CORPORATIONS WHO RECEIVE AN ALABAMA STATE INCOME TAX CREDIT. 

STEP UP ALSO ADMINISTERED A STATEWIDE SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE TO
SPECIAL-NEEDS STUDENTS WITH SPECIFIC DISABILITIES THAT INCLUDE: AUTISM,
CEREBRAL PALSY, DOWN SYNDROME, SPINA BIFIDA, INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY
AND WILLIAMS SYNDROME. FOR 2018-19, THE PROGRAM SERVED 13,407 STUDENTS
WHO RECEIVED SCHOLARSHIPS WORTH AN AVERAGE OF $10,306 EACH. THE PROGRAM

647,722,004.
7,760,073. 290,968. 1,447,569.

EMPOWERS FAMILIES TO CHOOSE THE EDUCATIONAL SERVICES THAT BEST MEET THE
NEEDS OF THEIR STUDENT, AND THE MONEY CAN BE SPENT FOR SCHOOLS,
THERAPISTS, SPECIALISTS, CURRICULUM, TECHNOLOGY - EVEN A COLLEGE
SAVINGS ACCOUNT.

 

 

 

X

SEE SCHEDULE O FOR CONTINUATION(S)
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Yes No

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Section 501(c)(3) organizations.

a

b

c

d

e

f

a

b

11a

11b

11c

11d

11e

11f

12a

12b

13

14a

14b

15

16

17

18

19

20a

20b

21

a

b

20

21

a

b

If "Yes," complete Schedule A

Schedule B, Schedule of Contributors

If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part I

If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part II

If "Yes," complete Schedule C, Part III

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part I

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part II

If "Yes," complete

Schedule D, Part III

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part IV

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part V

If "Yes," complete Schedule D,

Part VI

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part VII

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part VIII

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part IX

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part X

If "Yes," complete Schedule D, Part X

If "Yes," complete

Schedule D, Parts XI and XII

If "Yes," and if the organization answered "No" to line 12a, then completing Schedule D, Parts XI and XII is optional
If "Yes," complete Schedule E

If "Yes," complete Schedule F, Parts I and IV

If "Yes," complete Schedule F, Parts II and IV

If "Yes," complete Schedule F, Parts III and IV

If "Yes," complete Schedule G, Part I

If "Yes," complete Schedule G, Part II

If "Yes,"

complete Schedule G, Part III

If "Yes," complete Schedule H

If "Yes," complete Schedule I, Parts I and II

Form 990 (2018) Page 

Is the organization described in section 501(c)(3) or 4947(a)(1) (other than a private foundation)?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Is the organization required to complete ?

Did the organization engage in direct or indirect political campaign activities on behalf of or in opposition to candidates for

public office? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

 Did the organization engage in lobbying activities, or have a section 501(h) election in effect

during the tax year? 

Is the organization a section 501(c)(4), 501(c)(5), or 501(c)(6) organization that receives membership dues, assessments, or

similar amounts as defined in Revenue Procedure 98-19? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization maintain any donor advised funds or any similar funds or accounts for which donors have the right to

provide advice on the distribution or investment of amounts in such funds or accounts? 

Did the organization receive or hold a conservation easement, including easements to preserve open space,

the environment, historic land areas, or historic structures? 

Did the organization maintain collections of works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization report an amount in Part X, line 21, for escrow or custodial account liability, serve as a custodian for

amounts not listed in Part X; or provide credit counseling, debt management, credit repair, or debt negotiation services?

Did the organization, directly or through a related organization, hold assets in temporarily restricted endowments, permanent

endowments, or quasi-endowments? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If the organization's answer to any of the following questions is "Yes," then complete Schedule D, Parts VI, VII, VIII, IX, or X

as applicable.

Did the organization report an amount for land, buildings, and equipment in Part X, line 10? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization report an amount for investments - other securities in Part X, line 12 that is 5% or more of its total

assets reported in Part X, line 16? 

Did the organization report an amount for investments - program related in Part X, line 13 that is 5% or more of its total

assets reported in Part X, line 16? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization report an amount for other assets in Part X, line 15 that is 5% or more of its total assets reported in

Part X, line 16? 

Did the organization report an amount for other liabilities in Part X, line 25? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~

Did the organization's separate or consolidated financial statements for the tax year include a footnote that addresses

the organization's liability for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740)? 

Did the organization obtain separate, independent audited financial statements for the tax year? 

~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Was the organization included in consolidated, independent audited financial statements for the tax year?

~~~~~

Is the organization a school described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii)? 

Did the organization maintain an office, employees, or agents outside of the United States?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization have aggregate revenues or expenses of more than $10,000 from grantmaking, fundraising, business,

investment, and program service activities outside the United States, or aggregate foreign investments valued at $100,000

or more? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for any

foreign organization? 

Did the organization report on Part IX, column (A), line 3, more than $5,000 of aggregate grants or other assistance to 

or for foreign individuals? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization report a total of more than $15,000 of expenses for professional fundraising services on Part IX,

column (A), lines 6 and 11e? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization report more than $15,000 total of fundraising event gross income and contributions on Part VIII, lines

1c and 8a? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization report more than $15,000 of gross income from gaming activities on Part VIII, line 9a? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization operate one or more hospital facilities? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If "Yes" to line 20a, did the organization attach a copy of its audited financial statements to this return? ~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to any domestic organization or

domestic government on Part IX, column (A), line 1? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~��������������

Form  (2018)

3
Part IV Checklist of Required Schedules

990

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371
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Yes No

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

22

23

24a

24b

24c

24d

25a

25b

26

27

28a

28b

28c

29

30

31

32

33

34

35a

35b

36

37

38

a

b

c

d

a

b

Section 501(c)(3),  501(c)(4), and 501(c)(29) organizations. 

a

b

c

a

b

Section 501(c)(3) organizations. 

Note. 

Yes No

1a

b

c

1a

1b

1c

(continued)

If "Yes," complete Schedule I, Parts I and III

If "Yes," complete

Schedule J

If "Yes," answer lines 24b through 24d and complete

Schedule K. If "No," go to line 25a

If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part I

If "Yes," complete

Schedule L, Part I

 If "Yes,"

complete Schedule L, Part II

If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part III

If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part IV

If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part IV

If "Yes," complete Schedule L, Part IV

If "Yes," complete Schedule M

If "Yes," complete Schedule M

If "Yes," complete Schedule N, Part I

If "Yes," complete

Schedule N, Part II

If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part I

If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part II, III, or IV, and 

Part V, line 1

If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2

If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part V, line 2

If "Yes," complete Schedule R, Part VI

Form 990 (2018) Page 

Did the organization report more than $5,000 of grants or other assistance to or for domestic individuals on

Part IX, column (A), line 2?  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization answer "Yes" to Part VII, Section A, line 3, 4, or 5 about compensation of the organization's current

and former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization have a tax-exempt bond issue with an outstanding principal amount of more than $100,000 as of the

last day of the year, that was issued after December 31, 2002? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization invest any proceeds of tax-exempt bonds beyond a temporary period exception?

Did the organization maintain an escrow account other than a refunding escrow at any time during the year to defease

any tax-exempt bonds?

Did the organization act as an "on behalf of" issuer for bonds outstanding at any time during the year?

~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization engage in an excess benefit

transaction with a disqualified person during the year? 

Is the organization aware that it engaged in an excess benefit transaction with a disqualified person in a prior year, and

that the transaction has not been reported on any of the organization's prior Forms 990 or 990-EZ? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization report any amount on Part X, line 5, 6, or 22 for receivables from or payables to any current or

former officers, directors, trustees, key employees, highest compensated employees, or disqualified persons?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization provide a grant or other assistance to an officer, director, trustee, key employee, substantial

contributor or employee thereof, a grant selection committee member, or to a 35% controlled entity or family member

of any of these persons? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Was the organization a party to a business transaction with one of the following parties (see Schedule L, Part IV

instructions for applicable filing thresholds, conditions, and exceptions):

A current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? ~~~~~~~~~~~

A family member of a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee? 

An entity of which a current or former officer, director, trustee, or key employee (or a family member thereof) was an officer,

director, trustee, or direct or indirect owner? 

~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization receive more than $25,000 in non-cash contributions? 

Did the organization receive contributions of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets, or qualified conservation

contributions? 

~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization liquidate, terminate, or dissolve and cease operations?

Did the organization sell, exchange, dispose of, or transfer more than 25% of its net assets? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization own 100% of an entity disregarded as separate from the organization under Regulations

sections 301.7701-2 and 301.7701-3? 

Was the organization related to any tax-exempt or taxable entity? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization have a controlled entity within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)?

If "Yes" to line 35a, did the organization receive any payment from or engage in any transaction with a controlled entity

within the meaning of section 512(b)(13)? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization make any transfers to an exempt non-charitable related organization?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization conduct more than 5% of its activities through an entity that is not a related organization

and that is treated as a partnership for federal income tax purposes? ~~~~~~~~

Did the organization complete Schedule O and provide explanations in Schedule O for Part VI, lines 11b and 19?

All Form 990 filers are required to complete Schedule O �������������������������������

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part V ���������������������������

Enter the number reported in Box 3 of Form 1096. Enter -0- if not applicable ~~~~~~~~~~~

Enter the number of Forms W-2G included in line 1a. Enter -0- if not applicable ~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization comply with backup withholding rules for reportable payments to vendors and reportable gaming

(gambling) winnings to prize winners? �������������������������������������������

Form  (2018)

4
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Yes No

2

3

4

5

6

7

a

b

2a

Note. 

2b

3a

3b

4a

5a

5b

5c

6a

6b

7a

7b

7c

7e

7f

7g

7h

8

9a

9b

a

b

a

b

a

b

c

a

b

Organizations that may receive deductible contributions under section 170(c).

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

7d

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds. 

Sponsoring organizations maintaining donor advised funds.

a

b

Section 501(c)(7) organizations. 

a

b

10a

10b

Section 501(c)(12) organizations. 

a

b

11a

11b

a

b

Section 4947(a)(1) non-exempt charitable trusts. 12a

12b

Section 501(c)(29) qualified nonprofit health insurance issuers.

Note.

a

b

c

a

b

13a

13b

13c

14a

14b

15

16

(continued)

e-file

If "No" to line 3b, provide an explanation in Schedule O

If "No," provide an explanation in Schedule O

Did the organization receive a payment in excess of $75 made partly as a contribution and partly for goods and services provided to the payor?

Form  (2018)

Form 990 (2018) Page 

Enter the number of employees reported on Form W-3, Transmittal of Wage and Tax Statements,

filed for the calendar year ending with or within the year covered by this return ~~~~~~~~~~

If at least one is reported on line 2a, did the organization file all required federal employment tax returns?

If the sum of lines 1a and 2a is greater than 250, you may be required to  (see instructions)

~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization have unrelated business gross income of $1,000 or more during the year?

If "Yes," has it filed a Form 990-T for this year? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~

At any time during the calendar year, did the organization have an interest in, or a signature or other authority over, a

financial account in a foreign country (such as a bank account, securities account, or other financial account)? ~~~~~~~

If "Yes," enter the name of the foreign country:

See instructions for filing requirements for FinCEN Form 114, Report of Foreign Bank and Financial Accounts (FBAR).

Was the organization a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction at any time during the tax year?

Did any taxable party notify the organization that it was or is a party to a prohibited tax shelter transaction?

~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~

If "Yes" to line 5a or 5b, did the organization file Form 8886-T? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Does the organization have annual gross receipts that are normally greater than $100,000, and did the organization solicit

any contributions that were not tax deductible as charitable contributions?

If "Yes," did the organization include with every solicitation an express statement that such contributions or gifts

were not tax deductible?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If "Yes," did the organization notify the donor of the value of the goods or services provided?

Did the organization sell, exchange, or otherwise dispose of tangible personal property for which it was required

to file Form 8282?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

����������������������������������������������������

If "Yes," indicate the number of Forms 8282 filed during the year

Did the organization receive any funds, directly or indirectly, to pay premiums on a personal benefit contract?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~Did the organization, during the year, pay premiums, directly or indirectly, on a personal benefit contract?

If the organization received a contribution of qualified intellectual property, did the organization file Form 8899 as required?

If the organization received a contribution of cars, boats, airplanes, or other vehicles, did the organization file a Form 1098-C?

~

Did a donor advised fund maintained by the 

sponsoring organization have excess business holdings at any time during the year? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the sponsoring organization make any taxable distributions under section 4966?

Did the sponsoring organization make a distribution to a donor, donor advisor, or related person?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Enter:

Initiation fees and capital contributions included on Part VIII, line 12

Gross receipts, included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12, for public use of club facilities

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~

Enter:

Gross income from members or shareholders

Gross income from other sources (Do not net amounts due or paid to other sources against

amounts due or received from them.)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Is the organization filing Form 990 in lieu of Form 1041?

If "Yes," enter the amount of tax-exempt interest received or accrued during the year ������

Is the organization licensed to issue qualified health plans in more than one state?

 See the instructions for additional information the organization must report on Schedule O.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Enter the amount of reserves the organization is required to maintain by the states in which the

organization is licensed to issue qualified health plans

Enter the amount of reserves on hand

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization receive any payments for indoor tanning services during the tax year?

If "Yes," has it filed a Form 720 to report these payments? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~

Is the organization subject to the section 4960 tax on payment(s) of more than $1,000,000 in remuneration or

excess parachute payment(s) during the year?

If "Yes," see instructions and file Form 4720, Schedule N.

Is the organization an educational institution subject to the section 4968 excise tax on net investment income?

If "Yes," complete Form 4720, Schedule O.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~

5
Part V Statements Regarding Other IRS Filings and Tax Compliance
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Yes No

1a

1b

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

a

b

2

3

4

5

6

7a

7b

8a

8b

9

a

b

a

b

Yes No

10

11

a

b

10a

10b

11a

12a

12b

12c

13

14

15a

15b

16a

16b

a

b

12a

b

c

13

14

15

a

b

16a

b

17

18

19

20

For each "Yes" response to lines 2 through 7b below, and for a "No" response
to line 8a, 8b, or 10b below, describe the circumstances, processes, or changes in Schedule O. See instructions.

If "Yes," provide the names and addresses in Schedule O

(This Section B requests information about policies not required by the Internal Revenue Code.)

If "No," go to line 13

If "Yes," describe

in Schedule O how this was done

 (explain in Schedule O)

If there are material differences in voting rights among members of the governing body, or if the governing

body delegated broad authority to an executive committee or similar committee, explain in Schedule O.

Did the organization contemporaneously document the meetings held or written actions undertaken during the year by the following:

Were officers, directors, or trustees, and key employees required to disclose annually interests that could give rise to conflicts?

Form  (2018)

Form 990 (2018) Page 

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VI ���������������������������

Enter the number of voting members of the governing body at the end of the tax year

Enter the number of voting members included in line 1a, above, who are independent

~~~~~~

~~~~~~

Did any officer, director, trustee, or key employee have a family relationship or a business relationship with any other

officer, director, trustee, or key employee? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization delegate control over management duties customarily performed by or under the direct supervision

of officers, directors, or trustees, or key employees to a management company or other person? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization make any significant changes to its governing documents since the prior Form 990 was filed?

Did the organization become aware during the year of a significant diversion of the organization's assets?

Did the organization have members or stockholders?

~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization have members, stockholders, or other persons who had the power to elect or appoint one or

more members of the governing body?

Are any governance decisions of the organization reserved to (or subject to approval by) members, stockholders, or

persons other than the governing body?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The governing body?

Each committee with authority to act on behalf of the governing body?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Is there any officer, director, trustee, or key employee listed in Part VII, Section A, who cannot be reached at the

organization's mailing address? �����������������

Did the organization have local chapters, branches, or affiliates?

If "Yes," did the organization have written policies and procedures governing the activities of such chapters, affiliates,

and branches to ensure their operations are consistent with the organization's exempt purposes?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Has the organization provided a complete copy of this Form 990 to all members of its governing body before filing the form?

Describe in Schedule O the process, if any, used by the organization to review this Form 990.

Did the organization have a written conflict of interest policy? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~

Did the organization regularly and consistently monitor and enforce compliance with the policy? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization have a written whistleblower policy?

Did the organization have a written document retention and destruction policy?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the process for determining compensation of the following persons include a review and approval by independent

persons, comparability data, and contemporaneous substantiation of the deliberation and decision?

The organization's CEO, Executive Director, or top management official

Other officers or key employees of the organization

If "Yes" to line 15a or 15b, describe the process in Schedule O (see instructions).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization invest in, contribute assets to, or participate in a joint venture or similar arrangement with a

taxable entity during the year? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If "Yes," did the organization follow a written policy or procedure requiring the organization to evaluate its participation

in joint venture arrangements under applicable federal tax law, and take steps to safeguard the organization's

exempt status with respect to such arrangements? ������������������������������������

List the states with which a copy of this Form 990 is required to be filed 

Section 6104 requires an organization to make its Forms 1023 (1024 or 1024-A if applicable), 990, and 990-T (Section 501(c)(3)s only) available

for public inspection. Indicate how you made these available. Check all that apply.

Own website Another's website Upon request Other

Describe in Schedule O whether (and if so, how) the organization made its governing documents, conflict of interest policy, and financial

statements available to the public during the tax year.

State the name, address, and telephone number of the person who possesses the organization's books and records |

6
Part VI Governance, Management, and Disclosure 

Section A. Governing Body and Management

Section B. Policies 

Section C. Disclosure

990

 

J

       

8

8

X

X
X

X

X
X

X
X
X

X
X

X

X

X
X

X

X

X

X

X

JOE PFOUNTZ - 904-352-2246
4655 SALISBURY RD, SUITE 400, JACKSONVILLE, FL  32256

X

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371

X

AK,AR,CA,CO,CT,FL,DC,GA,HI,IL,KS,KY

SEE SCHEDULE O FOR FULL LIST OF STATES
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 current

 

Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees

1a  

current 

current 

former 

former directors or trustees 

(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) (F)

 

Form 990 (2018) Page 

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VII ���������������������������

Complete this table for all persons required to be listed. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization's tax year.

¥ List all of the organization's officers, directors, trustees (whether individuals or organizations), regardless of amount of compensation.
Enter -0- in columns (D), (E), and (F) if no compensation was paid.

¥ List all of the organization's key employees, if any. See instructions for definition of "key employee."
¥ List the organization's five  highest compensated employees (other than an officer, director, trustee, or key employee) who received report-

able compensation (Box 5 of Form W-2 and/or Box 7 of Form 1099-MISC) of more than $100,000 from the organization and any related organizations.

¥ List all of the organization's officers, key employees, and highest compensated employees who received more than $100,000 of
reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations.

¥ List all of the organization's that received, in the capacity as a former director or trustee of the organization,
more than $10,000 of reportable compensation from the organization and any related organizations.

List persons in the following order: individual trustees or directors; institutional trustees; officers; key employees; highest compensated employees; 
and former such persons.

Check this box if neither the organization nor any related organization compensated any current officer, director, or trustee.

PositionName and Title Average 
hours per

week 
(list any

hours for
related

organizations
below
line)

Reportable
compensation

from 
the

organization
(W-2/1099-MISC)

Reportable
compensation
from related

organizations
(W-2/1099-MISC)

Estimated
amount of

other
compensation

from the
organization
and related

organizations

Form (2018)

7
Part VII Compensation of Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, Highest Compensated

Employees, and Independent Contractors

990

 

 

(1)  JOHN KIRTLEY
CHAIRMAN, SUFS/DIRECTOR, A
(2)  ALISON HERTOG

(3)  ALFRED "AL" LAWSON

(4)  RICHARD OUTRAM

(5)  PAUL SHERMAN

(6)  CURTIS STOKES

(7)  TERRY JOVE

(8)  JOHN LEGG

(9)  DOUG TUTHILL

(10) ANNE WHITE

(11) JOE PFOUNTZ

(12) ALISSA RANDALL

(13) JONATHAN BECKHAM

(14) GINA LYNCH

(15) CAROL MACEDONIA

(16) JONATHAN EAST

DIRECTOR, SUFS

DIRECTOR, SUFS

DIRECTOR, SUFS

DIRECTOR, SUFS

DIRECTOR, SUFS

DIRECTOR, SUFS

DIRECTOR, SUFS

PRESIDENT, SUFS

CAO, SUFS

TREASURER & CFO, SUFS

VP MARKETING & EVENTS, SUF

VP INNOVATION

VP OPERATIONS

VP STUDENT LEARNING

VP POLICY & PUBLIC AFFAIRS

40.00

2.00

2.00

2.00

2.00

2.00

2.00

2.00

40.00

40.00

40.00

40.00

40.00

40.00

40.00

40.00

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

X

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

244,845.

162,690.

194,872.

155,886.

149,755.

145,642.

145,157.

143,893.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

0.

28,247.

24,542.

25,054.

17,918.

31,880.

21,826.

17,677.

16,008.

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371
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(do not check more than one
box, unless person is both an
officer and a director/trustee)
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Section A. Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees 

(B) (C)(A) (D) (E) (F)

1b

c

d

Sub-total

Total from continuation sheets to Part VII, Section A

Total (add lines 1b and 1c)

2

Yes No

3

4

5

former 

3

4

5

Section B. Independent Contractors

1

(A) (B) (C)

2

(continued)

If "Yes," complete Schedule J for such individual

If "Yes," complete Schedule J for such individual

If "Yes," complete Schedule J for such person

Page Form 990 (2018)

PositionAverage 
hours per

week
(list any

hours for
related

organizations
below
line)

Name and title Reportable
compensation

from 
the

organization
(W-2/1099-MISC)

Reportable
compensation
from related

organizations
(W-2/1099-MISC)

Estimated
amount of

other
compensation

from the
organization
and related

organizations

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ |

~~~~~~~~~~ |

������������������������ |

Total number of individuals (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than $100,000 of reportable

compensation from the organization |

Did the organization list any officer, director, or trustee, key employee, or highest compensated employee on

line 1a? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

For any individual listed on line 1a, is the sum of reportable compensation and other compensation from the organization

and related organizations greater than $150,000? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did any person listed on line 1a receive or accrue compensation from any unrelated organization or individual for services

rendered to the organization? ������������������������

Complete this table for your five highest compensated independent contractors that received more than $100,000 of compensation from 

the organization. Report compensation for the calendar year ending with or within the organization's tax year.

Name and business address Description of services Compensation

Total number of independent contractors (including but not limited to those listed above) who received more than

$100,000 of compensation from the organization |

Form  (2018)

8
Part VII

990

1,342,740. 0. 183,152.
0. 0. 0.

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19182-4024

CENTER DRIVE, CHICAGO, IL 60693

STE 200, INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46204

PO BOX 206174, DALLAS, TX 75320-6174

STE 200, NASHVILLE, TN 37215

25

16

1,342,740. 0. 183,152.

X

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC.

X

X

59-3649371

SAP AMERICA, INC., PO BOX 7780-824024,

ROBERT HALF TECHNOLOGY, 12400 COLLECTIONS

PREMIKATI, INC., 310 NORTH ALABAMA STREET,

GENESYS TELECOMMUNICATIONS LABORATORIES, IN

ACQUIRE DIGITAL, LLC, 2000 GLEN ECHO RD,

SOFTWARE SERVICES

CONSULTING SERVICES

SOFTWARE SERVICES

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

MARKETING AND ADVERTISING

369,358.

270,068.

230,993.

230,741.

218,671.



Noncash contributions included in lines 1a-1f: $

832009  12-31-18

Total revenue. 

 

(A) (B) (C) (D)

1 a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

1

1

1

1

1

1

a

b

c

d

e

f

C
o

n
tr

ib
u

ti
o

n
s
, 

G
if

ts
, 

G
ra

n
ts

a
n

d
 O

th
e

r 
S

im
ila

r 
A

m
o

u
n

ts

Total. 

Business Code

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

2

P
ro

g
ra

m
 S

e
rv

ic
e

R
e

ve
n

u
e

Total. 

3

4

5

6 a

b

c

d

a

b

c

d

7

a

b

c

8

a

b

9 a

b

c

a

b

10 a

b

c

a

b

Business Code

11 a

b

c

d

e Total. 

O
th

e
r 

R
e

ve
n

u
e

12

Revenue excluded
from tax under

sections
512 - 514

All other contributions, gifts, grants, and

similar amounts not included above

See instructions

Form  (2018)

Page Form 990 (2018)

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part VIII �������������������������

Total revenue Related or
exempt function

revenue

Unrelated
business
revenue

Federated campaigns

Membership dues

~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~

Fundraising events

Related organizations

~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~

Government grants (contributions)

~~

Add lines 1a-1f ����������������� |

All other program service revenue ~~~~~

Add lines 2a-2f ����������������� |

Investment income (including dividends, interest, and

other similar amounts)

Income from investment of tax-exempt bond proceeds

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ |

|

Royalties ����������������������� |

(i) Real (ii) Personal

Gross rents

Less: rental expenses

Rental income or (loss)

Net rental income or (loss)

~~~~~~~

~~~

~~

�������������� |

Gross amount from sales of

assets other than inventory

(i) Securities (ii) Other

Less: cost or other basis

and sales expenses

Gain or (loss)

~~~

~~~~~~~

Net gain or (loss) ������������������� |

Gross income from fundraising events (not

including $ of

contributions reported on line 1c). See

Part IV, line 18 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Less: direct expenses ~~~~~~~~~~

Net income or (loss) from fundraising events ����� |

Gross income from gaming activities. See

Part IV, line 19 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Less: direct expenses

Net income or (loss) from gaming activities

~~~~~~~~~

������ |

Gross sales of inventory, less returns

and allowances ~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Less: cost of goods sold

Net income or (loss) from sales of inventory

~~~~~~~~

������ |

Miscellaneous Revenue

All other revenue ~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Add lines 11a-11d ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ |

|�������������

9
Part VIII Statement of Revenue

990

 

 
 
 
 
 

981,486.

714,828,892.

714,828,892.
 

OTHER INCOME 900099  

1,432,494.

409,226.
41,782.

 15,075.

   

 

717,949,667. 1,447,569. 0. 1,673,206.

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371

SERVICE CONTRACT 561000   981,486.
ADVOCACY & CIVIC ENGAG 900099   409,226.
STUDENT DEVELOPMENT 900099  

  

 

1,673,206.
 
 

  1,673,206.
   
   

 
 
 

 
 
 

    

41,782.

 

 
 

 

 
 

    

 
 

   

 
 

    

 
 

    

 

15,075.

15,075.

 

 



Check here if following SOP 98-2 (ASC 958-720)

832010  12-31-18

Total functional expenses. 

Joint costs.

 

(A) (B) (C) (D)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

a

b

c

d

e

25

26

Section 501(c)(3) and 501(c)(4) organizations must complete all columns. All other organizations must complete column (A).

Grants and other assistance to domestic organizations

and domestic governments. See Part IV, line 21

Compensation not included above, to disqualified 

persons (as defined under section 4958(f)(1)) and 

persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B)

Pension plan accruals and contributions (include

section 401(k) and 403(b) employer contributions)

Professional fundraising services. See Part IV, line 17

(If line 11g amount exceeds 10% of line 25,

column (A) amount, list line 11g expenses on Sch O.)

Other expenses. Itemize expenses not covered 
above. (List miscellaneous expenses in line 24e. If line
24e amount exceeds 10% of line 25, column (A)
amount, list line 24e expenses on Schedule O.)

Add lines 1 through 24e

 Complete this line only if the organization

reported in column (B) joint costs from a combined

educational campaign and fundraising solicitation.

 

Form 990 (2018) Page 

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part IX ��������������������������

Total expenses Program service
expenses

Management and
general expenses

Fundraising
expenses

~

Grants and other assistance to domestic

individuals. See Part IV, line 22 ~~~~~~~

Grants and other assistance to foreign

organizations, foreign governments, and foreign

individuals. See Part IV, lines 15 and 16 ~~~

Benefits paid to or for members ~~~~~~~

Compensation of current officers, directors,

trustees, and key employees ~~~~~~~~

~~~

Other salaries and wages ~~~~~~~~~~

Other employee benefits ~~~~~~~~~~

Payroll taxes ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Fees for services (non-employees):

Management

Legal

Accounting

Lobbying

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Investment management fees

Other. 

~~~~~~~~

Advertising and promotion

Office expenses

Information technology

Royalties

~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Occupancy ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Travel

Payments of travel or entertainment expenses

for any federal, state, or local public officials ~

Conferences, conventions, and meetings ~~

Interest

Payments to affiliates

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~

Depreciation, depletion, and amortization

Insurance

~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

All other expenses

|

Form (2018)

Do not include amounts reported on lines 6b,
7b, 8b, 9b, and 10b of Part VIII.

10
Statement of Functional ExpensesPart IX

990

 

 

 

624,325,720.

 
 

632,024.

 
15,408,848.

759,599.
1,962,014.
1,136,760.

 
121,960.
261,069.
256,683.

 

4,465,341.
585,918.
427,924.

 
 

873,297.
800,031.

 
 
 
 

758,610.
288,583.

603,562.
466,757.
355,679.
298,172.

 
654,788,551.

 

 

 

624,325,720.

 
 

 632,024.  

   
13,200,347. 829,982. 1,378,519.

562,224. 133,580. 63,795.
1,528,992. 251,534. 181,488.
855,779. 189,662. 91,319.

   
 121,960.  
 261,069.  

256,683.   
 

   

2,765,330. 1,275,674. 424,337.
469,841. 72,551. 43,526.
302,884. 48,077. 76,963.

   
   

682,725. 123,441. 67,131.
526,410. 126,365. 147,256.

   
   
   
   

603,001. 100,760. 54,849.
227,496. 39,435. 21,652.

603,562.   
361,278. 72,916. 32,563.
237,332. 34,834. 83,513.
212,400. 85,772.  

   
647,722,004. 4,399,636. 2,666,911.

   

OTHER COSTS
REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE
PRINTING AND POSTAGE
BANK FEES

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371
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(A) (B)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10c

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

a

b

10a

10b

A
s
s
e

ts

Total assets. 

L
ia

b
ili

ti
e

s

Total liabilities. 

Organizations that follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here and

complete lines 27 through 29, and lines 33 and 34.

27

28

29

Organizations that do not follow SFAS 117 (ASC 958), check here

and complete lines 30 through 34.

30

31

32

33

34

N
e

t 
A

s
s
e

ts
 o

r 
F

u
n

d
 B

a
la

n
c

e
s

 

Form 990 (2018) Page 

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part X �����������������������������

Beginning of year End of year

Cash - non-interest-bearing

Savings and temporary cash investments

Pledges and grants receivable, net

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Accounts receivable, net ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Loans and other receivables from current and former officers, directors,

trustees, key employees, and highest compensated employees. Complete

Part II of Schedule L ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Loans and other receivables from other disqualified persons (as defined under

section 4958(f)(1)), persons described in section 4958(c)(3)(B), and contributing

employers and sponsoring organizations of section 501(c)(9) voluntary

employees' beneficiary organizations (see instr). Complete Part II of Sch L ~~

Notes and loans receivable, net

Inventories for sale or use

Prepaid expenses and deferred charges

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Land, buildings, and equipment: cost or other

basis. Complete Part VI of Schedule D

Less: accumulated depreciation

~~~

~~~~~~

Investments - publicly traded securities

Investments - other securities. See Part IV, line 11

Investments - program-related. See Part IV, line 11

Intangible assets

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Other assets. See Part IV, line 11 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Add lines 1 through 15 (must equal line 34) ����������

Accounts payable and accrued expenses

Grants payable

Deferred revenue

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Tax-exempt bond liabilities

Escrow or custodial account liability. Complete Part IV of Schedule D

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~

Loans and other payables to current and former officers, directors, trustees,

key employees, highest compensated employees, and disqualified persons.

Complete Part II of Schedule L ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Secured mortgages and notes payable to unrelated third parties ~~~~~~

Unsecured notes and loans payable to unrelated third parties ~~~~~~~~

Other liabilities (including federal income tax, payables to related third

parties, and other liabilities not included on lines 17-24). Complete Part X of

Schedule D ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Add lines 17 through 25 ������������������

|

Unrestricted net assets

Temporarily restricted net assets

Permanently restricted net assets

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

|

Capital stock or trust principal, or current funds

Paid-in or capital surplus, or land, building, or equipment fund

Retained earnings, endowment, accumulated income, or other funds

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~

~~~~

Total net assets or fund balances ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Total liabilities and net assets/fund balances ����������������

Form (2018)
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Balance SheetPart X

990

 

 

 

19,085,583. 63,442,105.

5,137,782. 4,963,297.
502,820,023. 542,649,336.

  

  

  
  

701,402. 858,639.

  

4,637,268.
1,741,164. 2,986,165. 2,896,104.

58,467,378.

58,467,378. 82,191,159.
589,394,333. 697,130,640.

196,000. 130,000.

 

82,182,389.

2,236,696. 3,083,508.
  
  

  
14,986,632. 35,000,000.

  
75,690,706. 120,265,897.

X

8,115,532. 6,621,589.
505,588,095. 570,243,154.

  

  
  
  

513,703,627. 576,864,743.
589,394,333. 697,130,640.

  

59-3649371STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC.
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Yes No

1

2

3

a

b

c

2a

2b

2c

a

b

3a

3b

 

Form 990 (2018) Page 

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part XI ���������������������������

Total revenue (must equal Part VIII, column (A), line 12)

Total expenses (must equal Part IX, column (A), line 25)

Revenue less expenses. Subtract line 2 from line 1

Net assets or fund balances at beginning of year (must equal Part X, line 33, column (A))

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~

Net unrealized gains (losses) on investments

Donated services and use of facilities

Investment expenses

Prior period adjustments

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Other changes in net assets or fund balances (explain in Schedule O)

Net assets or fund balances at end of year. Combine lines 3 through 9 (must equal Part X, line 33,

column (B))

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

�����������������������������������������������

Check if Schedule O contains a response or note to any line in this Part XII ���������������������������

Accounting method used to prepare the Form 990: Cash Accrual Other

If the organization changed its method of accounting from a prior year or checked "Other," explain in Schedule O.

Were the organization's financial statements compiled or reviewed by an independent accountant? ~~~~~~~~~~~~

If "Yes," check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were compiled or reviewed on a

separate basis, consolidated basis, or both:

Separate basis Consolidated basis Both consolidated and separate basis

Were the organization's financial statements audited by an independent accountant? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If "Yes," check a box below to indicate whether the financial statements for the year were audited on a separate basis,

consolidated basis, or both:

Separate basis Consolidated basis Both consolidated and separate basis

If "Yes" to line 2a or 2b, does the organization have a committee that assumes responsibility for oversight of the audit,

review, or compilation of its financial statements and selection of an independent accountant? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If the organization changed either its oversight process or selection process during the tax year, explain in Schedule O.

As a result of a federal award, was the organization required to undergo an audit or audits as set forth in the Single Audit 

Act and OMB Circular A-133? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If "Yes," did the organization undergo the required audit or audits? If the organization did not undergo the required audit

or audits, explain why in Schedule O and describe any steps taken to undergo such audits ����������������

Form (2018)

12
Part XI Reconciliation of Net Assets

Part XII Financial Statements and Reporting

990

 

 

     

     

     X

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371

717,949,667.
654,788,551.
63,161,116.
513,703,627.

0.

576,864,743.

X

 
 
 
 

X

X

X

X

X



(iv) Is the organization listed
in your governing document?

OMB No. 1545-0047

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

832021  10-11-18

(i) (iii) (v) (vi)(ii) Name of supported

organization

Type of organization 
(described on lines 1-10 
above (see instructions))

Amount of monetary

support (see instructions)

Amount of other

support (see instructions)

EIN    

(Form 990 or 990-EZ)
Complete if the organization is a section 501(c)(3) organization or a section

4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust.
| Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. 

| Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for instructions and the latest information.

Open to Public
Inspection

Name of the organization Employer identification number

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

section 170(b)(1)(A)(i).

section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii).

section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii).

section 170(b)(1)(A)(iii).

section 170(b)(1)(A)(iv). 

section 170(b)(1)(A)(v).

section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi).

section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi).

section 170(b)(1)(A)(ix)

 section 509(a)(2).

section 509(a)(4).

section 509(a)(1) section 509(a)(2) section 509(a)(3).

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

Type I.

You must complete Part IV, Sections A and B.

Type II.

You must complete Part IV, Sections A and C.

Type III functionally integrated.

You must complete Part IV, Sections A, D, and E.

Type III non-functionally integrated.

You must complete Part IV, Sections A and D, and Part V.

Yes No

Total

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018

(All organizations must complete this part.) See instructions.

The organization is not a private foundation because it is: (For lines 1 through 12, check only one box.)

A church, convention of churches, or association of churches described in 

A school described in  (Attach Schedule E (Form 990 or 990-EZ).)

A hospital or a cooperative hospital service organization described in 

A medical research organization operated in conjunction with a hospital described in  Enter the hospital's name,

city, and state:

An organization operated for the benefit of a college or university owned or operated by a governmental unit described in

 (Complete Part II.)

A federal, state, or local government or governmental unit described in 

An organization that normally receives a substantial part of its support from a governmental unit or from the general public described in 

 (Complete Part II.)

A community trust described in  (Complete Part II.)

An agricultural research organization described in  operated in conjunction with a land-grant college

or university or a non-land-grant college of agriculture (see instructions). Enter the name, city, and state of the college or

university:

An organization that normally receives: (1) more than 33 1/3% of its support from contributions, membership fees, and gross receipts from 

activities related to its exempt functions - subject to certain exceptions, and (2) no more than 33 1/3% of its support from gross investment 

income and unrelated business taxable income (less section 511 tax) from businesses acquired by the organization after June 30, 1975. 

See  (Complete Part III.)

An organization organized and operated exclusively to test for public safety. See 

An organization organized and operated exclusively for the benefit of, to perform the functions of, or to carry out the purposes of one or 

more publicly supported organizations described in  or . See  Check the box in

lines 12a through 12d that describes the type of supporting organization and complete lines 12e, 12f, and 12g.

 A supporting organization operated, supervised, or controlled by its supported organization(s), typically by giving

the supported organization(s) the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the directors or trustees of the supporting

organization. 

 A supporting organization supervised or controlled in connection with its supported organization(s), by having

control or management of the supporting organization vested in the same persons that control or manage the supported

organization(s). 

 A supporting organization operated in connection with, and functionally integrated with,

its supported organization(s) (see instructions). 

 A supporting organization operated in connection with its supported organization(s)

that is not functionally integrated. The organization generally must satisfy a distribution requirement and an attentiveness

requirement (see instructions). 

Check this box if the organization received a written determination from the IRS that it is a Type I, Type II, Type III

functionally integrated, or Type III non-functionally integrated supporting organization.

Enter the number of supported organizations ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Provide the following information about the supported organization(s).

LHA 

SCHEDULE A

Part I Reason for Public Charity Status 

Public Charity Status and Public Support
2018

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

X

  

59-3649371STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC.

 



Subtract line 5 from line 4.

832022  10-11-18

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) 

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) |

2

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) 

1

2

3

4

5

Total.

6 Public support. 

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) 

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

Total support. 

12

First five years. 

stop here

14

15

14

15

16

17

18

a

b

a

b

33 1/3% support test - 2018.  

stop here. 

33 1/3% support test - 2017.  

stop here. 

10% -facts-and-circumstances test - 2018.  

stop here. 

10% -facts-and-circumstances test - 2017.  

stop here. 

Private foundation. 

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018

|

Add lines 7 through 10

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018 Page 

(Complete only if you checked the box on line 5, 7, or 8 of Part I or if the organization failed to qualify under Part III. If the organization

fails to qualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part III.)

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total

Gifts, grants, contributions, and

membership fees received. (Do not

include any "unusual grants.") ~~

Tax revenues levied for the organ-

ization's benefit and either paid to 

or expended on its behalf ~~~~

The value of services or facilities

furnished by a governmental unit to 

the organization without charge ~

 Add lines 1 through 3 ~~~

The portion of total contributions

by each person (other than a

governmental unit or publicly

supported organization) included

on line 1 that exceeds 2% of the

amount shown on line 11,

column (f) ~~~~~~~~~~~~

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total

Amounts from line 4 ~~~~~~~

Gross income from interest, 

dividends, payments received on 

securities loans, rents, royalties, 

and income from similar sources ~

Net income from unrelated business

activities, whether or not the

business is regularly carried on ~

Other income. Do not include gain

or loss from the sale of capital

assets (Explain in Part VI.) ~~~~

Gross receipts from related activities, etc. (see instructions) ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If the Form 990 is for the organization's first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3)

organization, check this box and ��������������������������������������������� |

~~~~~~~~~~~~Public support percentage for 2018 (line 6, column (f) divided by line 11, column (f))

Public support percentage from 2017 Schedule A, Part II, line 14

%

%~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If the organization did not check the box on line 13, and line 14 is 33 1/3% or more, check this box and

The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ |

If the organization did not check a box on line 13 or 16a, and line 15 is 33 1/3% or more, check this box

and The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ |

If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, or 16b, and line 14 is 10% or more,

and if the organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test, check this box and Explain in Part VI how the organization

meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ |

If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, or 17a, and line 15 is 10% or

more, and if the organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test, check this box and Explain in Part VI how the

organization meets the "facts-and-circumstances" test. The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization ~~~~~~~~ |

If the organization did not check a box on line 13, 16a, 16b, 17a, or 17b, check this box and see instructions ��� |

Part II Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Sections 170(b)(1)(A)(iv) and 170(b)(1)(A)(vi)

Section A. Public Support

Section B. Total Support

Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage
 

 

 

 

 
 

456,345,377.

 

 
456,345,377.

521,372,137.

 

 
521,372,137.

533,245,078. 705,681,555. 714,828,892. 2931473039.

    

    
533,245,078. 705,681,555. 714,828,892. 2931473039.

1157199278.
1774273761.

456,345,377. 521,372,137. 533,245,078. 705,681,555. 714,828,892. 2931473039.

8,223. 90,396. 397,500. 999,419. 1,673,206. 3,168,744.

      

12,665. 7,046. 339. 3,990. 15,075. 39,115.
2934680898.
4,025,083.

60.46
59.19

X

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371



(Subtract line 7c from line 6.)

Amounts included on lines 2 and 3 received

from other than disqualified persons that

exceed the greater of $5,000 or 1% of the

amount on line 13 for the year

(Add lines 9, 10c, 11, and 12.)

832023  10-11-18

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) |

Calendar year (or fiscal year beginning in) |

Total support. 

3

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Total.

a

b

c

8 Public support. 

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) 

9

10a

b

c
11

12

13

14 First five years. 

stop here

15

16

15

16

17

18

19

20

2018 

2017

17

18

a

b

33 1/3% support tests - 2018.  

stop here.

33 1/3% support tests - 2017.  

stop here.

Private foundation. 

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018

Unrelated business taxable income

(less section 511 taxes) from businesses

acquired after June 30, 1975

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018 Page 

(Complete only if you checked the box on line 10 of Part I or if the organization failed to qualify under Part II. If the organization fails to

qualify under the tests listed below, please complete Part II.) 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total

Gifts, grants, contributions, and

membership fees received. (Do not 

include any "unusual grants.") ~~

Gross receipts from admissions,
merchandise sold or services per-
formed, or facilities furnished in
any activity that is related to the
organization's tax-exempt purpose

Gross receipts from activities that

are not an unrelated trade or bus-

iness under section 513 ~~~~~

Tax revenues levied for the organ-

ization's benefit and either paid to 

or expended on its behalf ~~~~

The value of services or facilities

furnished by a governmental unit to

the organization without charge ~

~~~ Add lines 1 through 5

Amounts included on lines 1, 2, and

3 received from disqualified persons

~~~~~~

Add lines 7a and 7b ~~~~~~~

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 Total

Amounts from line 6 ~~~~~~~

Gross income from interest, 
dividends, payments received on 
securities loans, rents, royalties, 
and income from similar sources ~

~~~~

Add lines 10a and 10b ~~~~~~
Net income from unrelated business
activities not included in line 10b, 
whether or not the business is 
regularly carried on ~~~~~~~
Other income. Do not include gain
or loss from the sale of capital
assets (Explain in Part VI.) ~~~~

If the Form 990 is for the organization's first, second, third, fourth, or fifth tax year as a section 501(c)(3) organization,

check this box and ���������������������������������������������������� |

Public support percentage for 2018 (line 8, column (f), divided by line 13, column (f))

Public support percentage from 2017 Schedule A, Part III, line 15

~~~~~~~~~~~ %

%��������������������

Investment income percentage for (line 10c, column (f), divided by line 13, column (f))

Investment income percentage from  Schedule A, Part III, line 17

~~~~~~~~ %

%~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If the organization did not check the box on line 14, and line 15 is more than 33 1/3%, and line 17 is not

more than 33 1/3%, check this box and  The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization ~~~~~~~~~~ |

If the organization did not check a box on line 14 or line 19a, and line 16 is more than 33 1/3%, and

line 18 is not more than 33 1/3%, check this box and  The organization qualifies as a publicly supported organization ~~~~ |

If the organization did not check a box on line 14, 19a, or 19b, check this box and see instructions �������� |

Part III Support Schedule for Organizations Described in Section 509(a)(2) 

Section A. Public Support

Section B. Total Support

Section C. Computation of Public Support Percentage

Section D. Computation of Investment Income Percentage

 

 

 
 

      

      

      

      

      

      
      

      

      
      

 

      

      
      

      

      
 

 
 

 
 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371
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4

Yes No

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Part VI 

1

2

3a

3b

3c

4a

4b

4c

5a

5b

5c

6

7

8

9a

9b

9c

10a

10b

Part VI

a

b

c

a

b

c

a

b

c

a

b

c

a

b

Part VI 

Part VI

Part VI

Part VI

Part VI,

Type I or Type II only.

Substitutions only. 

Part VI.

Part VI.

Part VI.

Part VI.

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018

If "No," describe in how the supported organizations are designated. If designated by

class or purpose, describe the designation. If historic and continuing relationship, explain.

If "Yes," explain in  how the organization determined that the supported

organization was described in section 509(a)(1) or (2).

If "Yes," answer

(b) and (c) below.

If "Yes," describe in when and how the

organization made the determination.

If "Yes," explain in  what controls the organization put in place to ensure such use.

If

"Yes," and if you checked 12a or 12b in Part I, answer (b) and (c) below.

If "Yes," describe in  how the organization had such control and discretion

despite being controlled or supervised by or in connection with its supported organizations.

 If "Yes," explain in  what controls the organization used

to ensure that all support to the foreign supported organization was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B)

purposes.

If "Yes,"

answer (b) and (c) below (if applicable). Also, provide detail in including (i) the names and EIN

numbers of the supported organizations added, substituted, or removed; (ii) the reasons for each such action;

(iii) the authority under the organization's organizing document authorizing such action; and (iv) how the action

was accomplished (such as by amendment to the organizing document).

If "Yes," provide detail in

If "Yes," complete Part I of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ).

If "Yes," complete Part I of Schedule L (Form 990 or 990-EZ).

If "Yes," provide detail in 

 If "Yes," provide detail in 

If "Yes," provide detail in 

 If "Yes," answer 10b below.

(Use Schedule C, Form 4720, to

determine whether the organization had excess business holdings.)

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018 Page 

(Complete only if you checked a box in line 12 on Part I. If you checked 12a of Part I, complete Sections A

and B. If you checked 12b of Part I, complete Sections A and C. If you checked 12c of Part I, complete

Sections A, D, and E. If you checked 12d of Part I, complete Sections A and D, and complete Part V.)

Are all of the organization's supported organizations listed by name in the organization's governing

documents? 

Did the organization have any supported organization that does not have an IRS determination of status

under section 509(a)(1) or (2)? 

Did the organization have a supported organization described in section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6)? 

Did the organization confirm that each supported organization qualified under section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6) and

satisfied the public support tests under section 509(a)(2)? 

Did the organization ensure that all support to such organizations was used exclusively for section 170(c)(2)(B)

purposes? 

Was any supported organization not organized in the United States ("foreign supported organization")? 

Did the organization have ultimate control and discretion in deciding whether to make grants to the foreign

supported organization? 

Did the organization support any foreign supported organization that does not have an IRS determination

under sections 501(c)(3) and 509(a)(1) or (2)?

Did the organization add, substitute, or remove any supported organizations during the tax year? 

 Was any added or substituted supported organization part of a class already

designated in the organization's organizing document?

Was the substitution the result of an event beyond the organization's control?

Did the organization provide support (whether in the form of grants or the provision of services or facilities) to

anyone other than (i) its supported organizations, (ii) individuals that are part of the charitable class

benefited by one or more of its supported organizations, or (iii) other supporting organizations that also

support or benefit one or more of the filing organization's supported organizations? 

Did the organization provide a grant, loan, compensation, or other similar payment to a substantial contributor

(as defined in section 4958(c)(3)(C)), a family member of a substantial contributor, or a 35% controlled entity with

regard to a substantial contributor? 

Did the organization make a loan to a disqualified person (as defined in section 4958) not described in line 7?

Was the organization controlled directly or indirectly at any time during the tax year by one or more

disqualified persons as defined in section 4946 (other than foundation managers and organizations described

in section 509(a)(1) or (2))? 

Did one or more disqualified persons (as defined in line 9a) hold a controlling interest in any entity in which

the supporting organization had an interest?

Did a disqualified person (as defined in line 9a) have an ownership interest in, or derive any personal benefit

from, assets in which the supporting organization also had an interest? 

Was the organization subject to the excess business holdings rules of section 4943 because of section

4943(f) (regarding certain Type II supporting organizations, and all Type III non-functionally integrated

supporting organizations)?

Did the organization have any excess business holdings in the tax year? 

 

 

Part IV Supporting Organizations

Section A. All Supporting Organizations

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371
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5

Yes No

11

a

b

c

11a

11b

11cPart VI.

Yes No

1

2

Part VI

1

2

Part VI

Yes No

1

Part VI 

1

Yes No

1

2

3

1

2

3

Part VI

Part VI

1

2

3

 (see instructions).

a

b

c

line 2 

 line 3 

Part VI

Answer (a) and (b) below. Yes No

a

b

a

b

Part VI identify

those supported organizations and explain

2a

2b

3a

3b

Part VI

Answer (a) and (b) below.

Part VI.

Part VI 

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018

If "Yes" to a, b, or c, provide detail in 

If "No," describe in  how the supported organization(s) effectively operated, supervised, or

controlled the organization's activities. If the organization had more than one supported organization,

describe how the powers to appoint and/or remove directors or trustees were allocated among the supported

organizations and what conditions or restrictions, if any, applied to such powers during the tax year.

If "Yes," explain in

 how providing such benefit carried out the purposes of the supported organization(s) that operated,

supervised, or controlled the supporting organization.

If "No," describe in how control

or management of the supporting organization was vested in the same persons that controlled or managed

the supported organization(s).

 If "No," explain in  how

the organization maintained a close and continuous working relationship with the supported organization(s).

If "Yes," describe in  the role the organization's

supported organizations played in this regard.

Check the box next to the method that the organization used to satisfy the Integral Part Test during the year

Complete below.

Complete below.

Describe in  how you supported a government entity (see instructions).

If "Yes," then in 

 how these activities directly furthered their exempt purposes,

how the organization was responsive to those supported organizations, and how the organization determined

that these activities constituted substantially all of its activities.

 If "Yes," explain in  the

reasons for the organization's position that its supported organization(s) would have engaged in these

activities but for the organization's involvement.

Provide details in

If "Yes," describe in the role played by the organization in this regard.

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018 Page 

Has the organization accepted a gift or contribution from any of the following persons?

A person who directly or indirectly controls, either alone or together with persons described in (b) and (c)

below, the governing body of a supported organization?

A family member of a person described in (a) above?

A 35% controlled entity of a person described in (a) or (b) above? 

Did the directors, trustees, or membership of one or more supported organizations have the power to

regularly appoint or elect at least a majority of the organization's directors or trustees at all times during the

tax year? 

Did the organization operate for the benefit of any supported organization other than the supported

organization(s) that operated, supervised, or controlled the supporting organization? 

Were a majority of the organization's directors or trustees during the tax year also a majority of the directors

or trustees of each of the organization's supported organization(s)?  

Did the organization provide to each of its supported organizations, by the last day of the fifth month of the

organization's tax year, (i) a written notice describing the type and amount of support provided during the prior tax

year, (ii) a copy of the Form 990 that was most recently filed as of the date of notification, and (iii) copies of the

organization's governing documents in effect on the date of notification, to the extent not previously provided?

Were any of the organization's officers, directors, or trustees either (i) appointed or elected by the supported

organization(s) or (ii) serving on the governing body of a supported organization?

By reason of the relationship described in (2), did the organization's supported organizations have a

significant voice in the organization's investment policies and in directing the use of the organization's

income or assets at all times during the tax year? 

The organization satisfied the Activities Test. 

The organization is the parent of each of its supported organizations. 

The organization supported a governmental entity. 

Activities Test.

Did substantially all of the organization's activities during the tax year directly further the exempt purposes of

the supported organization(s) to which the organization was responsive? 

Did the activities described in (a) constitute activities that, but for the organization's involvement, one or more

of the organization's supported organization(s) would have been engaged in?

Parent of Supported Organizations. 

Did the organization have the power to regularly appoint or elect a majority of the officers, directors, or

trustees of each of the supported organizations?  

Did the organization exercise a substantial degree of direction over the policies, programs, and activities of each

of its supported organizations?  

 

(continued)Part IV Supporting Organizations 

Section B. Type I Supporting Organizations

Section C. Type II Supporting Organizations

Section D. All Type III Supporting Organizations

Section E. Type III Functionally Integrated Supporting Organizations
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1 See instructions.

Section A - Adjusted Net Income

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8Adjusted Net Income

Section B - Minimum Asset Amount

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

a

b

c

d

e

1a

1b

1c

1d

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Total 

Discount

Part VI

Minimum Asset Amount 

Section C - Distributable Amount

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

1

2

3

4

5

6

Distributable Amount.

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018 Page 

Check here if the organization satisfied the Integral Part Test as a qualifying trust on Nov. 20, 1970 (explain in Part VI.)  All

other Type III non-functionally integrated supporting organizations must complete Sections A through E.

(B) Current Year
(optional)(A) Prior Year

Net short-term capital gain

Recoveries of prior-year distributions

Other gross income (see instructions)

Add lines 1 through 3

Depreciation and depletion

Portion of operating expenses paid or incurred for production or

collection of gross income or for management, conservation, or

maintenance of property held for production of income (see instructions)

Other expenses (see instructions)

 (subtract lines 5, 6, and 7 from line 4)

(B) Current Year
(optional)(A) Prior Year

Aggregate fair market value of all non-exempt-use assets (see

instructions for short tax year or assets held for part of year):

Average monthly value of securities

Average monthly cash balances

Fair market value of other non-exempt-use assets

(add lines 1a, 1b, and 1c)

 claimed for blockage or other

factors (explain in detail in ):

Acquisition indebtedness applicable to non-exempt-use assets

Subtract line 2 from line 1d

Cash deemed held for exempt use. Enter 1-1/2% of line 3 (for greater amount,

see instructions)

Net value of non-exempt-use assets (subtract line 4 from line 3)

Multiply line 5 by .035

Recoveries of prior-year distributions

(add line 7 to line 6)

Current Year

Adjusted net income for prior year (from Section A, line 8, Column A)

Enter 85% of line 1

Minimum asset amount for prior year (from Section B, line 8, Column A)

Enter greater of line 2 or line 3

Income tax imposed in prior year

 Subtract line 5 from line 4, unless subject to

emergency temporary reduction (see instructions)

Check here if the current year is the organization's first as a non-functionally integrated Type III supporting organization (see

instructions).

Part V Type III Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting Organizations 
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Section D - Distributions Current Year

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Part VI

Total annual distributions.

Part VI

(i)

Excess Distributions

(ii)
Underdistributions

Pre-2018

(iii)
Distributable

Amount for 2018
Section E - Distribution Allocations 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Part VI

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

i

j

Total 

a

b

c

Part VI.

Part VI

Excess distributions carryover to 2019. 

a

b

c

d

e

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018 Page 

Amounts paid to supported organizations to accomplish exempt purposes

Amounts paid to perform activity that directly furthers exempt purposes of supported

organizations, in excess of income from activity

Administrative expenses paid to accomplish exempt purposes of supported organizations

Amounts paid to acquire exempt-use assets

Qualified set-aside amounts (prior IRS approval required)

Other distributions (describe in ). See instructions.

 Add lines 1 through 6.

Distributions to attentive supported organizations to which the organization is responsive

(provide details in ). See instructions.

Distributable amount for 2018 from Section C, line 6

Line 8 amount divided by line 9 amount

(see instructions)

Distributable amount for 2018 from Section C, line 6

Underdistributions, if any, for years prior to 2018 (reason-

able cause required- explain in ). See instructions.

Excess distributions carryover, if any, to 2018

From 2013

From 2014

From 2015

From 2016

From 2017

of lines 3a through e

Applied to underdistributions of prior years

Applied to 2018 distributable amount

Carryover from 2013 not applied (see instructions)

Remainder. Subtract lines 3g, 3h, and 3i from 3f.

Distributions for 2018 from Section D,

line 7: $

Applied to underdistributions of prior years

Applied to 2018 distributable amount

Remainder. Subtract lines 4a and 4b from 4.

Remaining underdistributions for years prior to 2018, if

any. Subtract lines 3g and 4a from line 2. For result greater

than zero, explain in  See instructions.

Remaining underdistributions for 2018. Subtract lines 3h

and 4b from line 1. For result greater than zero, explain in

. See instructions.

Add lines 3j

and 4c.

Breakdown of line 7:

Excess from 2014

Excess from 2015

Excess from 2016

Excess from 2017

Excess from 2018

(continued) Part V Type III Non-Functionally Integrated 509(a)(3) Supporting Organizations 
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Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018

Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018 Page 

Provide the explanations required by Part II, line 10; Part II, line 17a or 17b; Part III, line 12;
Part IV, Section A, lines 1, 2, 3b, 3c, 4b, 4c, 5a, 6, 9a, 9b, 9c, 11a, 11b, and 11c; Part IV, Section B, lines 1 and 2; Part IV, Section C,
line 1; Part IV, Section D, lines 2 and 3; Part IV, Section E, lines 1c, 2a, 2b, 3a, and 3b; Part V, line 1; Part V, Section B, line 1e; Part V,
Section D, lines 5, 6, and 8; and Part V, Section E, lines 2, 5, and 6. Also complete this part for any additional information.
(See instructions.)

Part VI Supplemental Information. 

OTHER INCOME

2014 AMOUNT: $   12,665.

2015 AMOUNT: $   7,046.

2016 AMOUNT: $   339.

2017 AMOUNT: $   3,990.

2018 AMOUNT: $   15,075.

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC.

SCHEDULE A, PART II, LINE 10, EXPLANATION FOR OTHER INCOME:

59-3649371



Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

823451  11-08-18

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the instructions for Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF. Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF) (2018)

OMB No. 1545-0047

(Form 990, 990-EZ,
or 990-PF)

|  Attach to Form 990, Form 990-EZ, or Form 990-PF.
|  Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for the latest information.

Employer identification number

Organization type

Filers of: Section:

 not

 General Rule  Special Rule.

Note: 

General Rule

Special Rules

(1) (2) 

General Rule 

Caution: 

 must

exclusively 

exclusively

 exclusively

nonexclusively

Name of the organization

(check one):

Form 990 or 990-EZ 501(c)( ) (enter number) organization

4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust  treated as a private foundation

527 political organization

Form 990-PF 501(c)(3) exempt private foundation

4947(a)(1) nonexempt charitable trust treated as a private foundation

501(c)(3) taxable private foundation

Check if your organization is covered by the  or a

Only a section 501(c)(7), (8), or (10) organization can check boxes for both the General Rule and a Special Rule. See instructions.

For an organization filing Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF that received, during the year, contributions totaling $5,000 or more (in money or

property) from any one contributor. Complete Parts I and II. See instructions for determining a contributor's total contributions.

For an organization described in section 501(c)(3) filing Form 990 or 990-EZ that met the 33 1/3% support test of the regulations under

sections 509(a)(1) and 170(b)(1)(A)(vi), that checked Schedule A (Form 990 or 990-EZ), Part II, line 13, 16a, or 16b, and that received from

any one contributor, during the year, total contributions of the greater of $5,000; or 2% of the amount on (i) Form 990, Part VIII, line 1h;

or (ii) Form 990-EZ, line 1. Complete Parts I and II.

For an organization described in section 501(c)(7), (8), or (10) filing Form 990 or 990-EZ that received from any one contributor, during the

year, total contributions of more than $1,000 for religious, charitable, scientific, literary, or educational purposes, or for the

prevention of cruelty to children or animals. Complete Parts I (entering "N/A" in column (b) instead of the contributor name and address),

II, and III.

For an organization described in section 501(c)(7), (8), or (10) filing Form 990 or 990-EZ that received from any one contributor, during the

year, contributions  for religious, charitable, etc., purposes, but no such contributions totaled more than $1,000. If this box

is checked, enter here the total contributions that were received during the year for an  religious, charitable, etc.,

purpose. Don't complete any of the parts unless the applies to this organization because it received 

religious, charitable, etc., contributions totaling $5,000 or more during the year ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ | $

An organization that isn't covered by the General Rule and/or the Special Rules doesn't file Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF),

but it  answer "No" on Part IV, line 2, of its Form 990; or check the box on line H of its Form 990-EZ or on its Form 990-PF, Part I, line 2, to

certify that it doesn't meet the filing requirements of Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF).

LHA

Schedule B Schedule of Contributors

2018
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X  3

X

** PUBLIC DISCLOSURE COPY **



823452  11-08-18 Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF) (2018)

Employer identification number

(a)

No.

(b)

Name, address, and ZIP + 4

(c)

Total contributions

(d)

Type of contribution

Person

Payroll

Noncash

(a)

No.

(b)

Name, address, and ZIP + 4

(c)

Total contributions

(d)

Type of contribution

Person

Payroll

Noncash

(a)

No.

(b)

Name, address, and ZIP + 4

(c)

Total contributions

(d)

Type of contribution

Person

Payroll

Noncash

(a)

No.

(b)

Name, address, and ZIP + 4

(c)

Total contributions

(d)

Type of contribution

Person

Payroll

Noncash

(a)

No.

(b)

Name, address, and ZIP + 4

(c)

Total contributions

(d)

Type of contribution

Person

Payroll

Noncash

(a)

No.

(b)

Name, address, and ZIP + 4

(c)

Total contributions

(d)

Type of contribution

Person

Payroll

Noncash

Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF) (2018) Page 

Name of organization

(see instructions). Use duplicate copies of Part I if additional space is needed.

$

(Complete Part II for
noncash contributions.)

$

(Complete Part II for
noncash contributions.)

$

(Complete Part II for
noncash contributions.)

$

(Complete Part II for
noncash contributions.)

$

(Complete Part II for
noncash contributions.)

$

(Complete Part II for
noncash contributions.)

2

Part I Contributors

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

1 X

17,250,000.

2 X

29,400,000.

3 X

22,000,000.

4 X

65,000,000.

5 X

150,000,000.

6 X

34,000,000.

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371



823452  11-08-18 Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF) (2018)

Employer identification number

(a)

No.

(b)

Name, address, and ZIP + 4

(c)

Total contributions

(d)

Type of contribution

Person

Payroll

Noncash

(a)

No.

(b)

Name, address, and ZIP + 4

(c)

Total contributions

(d)

Type of contribution

Person

Payroll

Noncash

(a)

No.

(b)

Name, address, and ZIP + 4

(c)

Total contributions

(d)

Type of contribution

Person

Payroll

Noncash

(a)

No.

(b)

Name, address, and ZIP + 4

(c)

Total contributions

(d)

Type of contribution

Person

Payroll

Noncash

(a)

No.

(b)

Name, address, and ZIP + 4

(c)

Total contributions

(d)

Type of contribution

Person

Payroll

Noncash

(a)

No.

(b)

Name, address, and ZIP + 4

(c)

Total contributions

(d)

Type of contribution

Person

Payroll

Noncash

Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF) (2018) Page 

Name of organization

(see instructions). Use duplicate copies of Part I if additional space is needed.

$

(Complete Part II for
noncash contributions.)

$

(Complete Part II for
noncash contributions.)

$

(Complete Part II for
noncash contributions.)

$

(Complete Part II for
noncash contributions.)

$

(Complete Part II for
noncash contributions.)

$

(Complete Part II for
noncash contributions.)

2

Part I Contributors

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

7 X

24,000,000.

8 X

38,000,000.

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371



823453  11-08-18 Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF) (2018)

Employer identification number

(a)

No.

from

Part I

(c)

FMV (or estimate)
(b)

Description of noncash property given

(d)

Date received

(a)

No.

from

Part I

(c)

FMV (or estimate)
(b)

Description of noncash property given

(d)

Date received

(a)

No.

from

Part I

(c)

FMV (or estimate)
(b)

Description of noncash property given

(d)

Date received

(a)

No.

from

Part I

(c)

FMV (or estimate)
(b)

Description of noncash property given

(d)

Date received

(a)

No.

from

Part I

(c)

FMV (or estimate)
(b)

Description of noncash property given

(d)

Date received

(a)

No.

from

Part I

(c)

FMV (or estimate)
(b)

Description of noncash property given

(d)

Date received

Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF) (2018) Page 

Name of organization

(see instructions). Use duplicate copies of Part II if additional space is needed.

(See instructions.)

$

(See instructions.)

$

(See instructions.)

$

(See instructions.)

$

(See instructions.)

$

(See instructions.)

$

3

Part II Noncash Property

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371



 (Enter this info. once.)completing Part III, enter the total of exclusively religious, charitable, etc., contributions of  for the year.

823454  11-08-18

Exclusively religious, charitable, etc., contributions to organizations described in section 501(c)(7), (8), or (10) that total more than $1,000 for the year
from any one contributor. (a) (e) and

$1,000 or less

Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF) (2018)

 Complete columns  through  the following line entry. For organizations

Employer identification number

(a) No.
from
Part I

(b) Purpose of gift (c) Use of gift (d) Description of how gift is held

(e) Transfer of gift

Transferee's name, address, and ZIP + 4 Relationship of transferor to transferee

(a) No.
from
Part I

(b) Purpose of gift (c) Use of gift (d) Description of how gift is held

(e) Transfer of gift

Transferee's name, address, and ZIP + 4 Relationship of transferor to transferee

(a) No.
from
Part I

(b) Purpose of gift (c) Use of gift (d) Description of how gift is held

(e) Transfer of gift

Transferee's name, address, and ZIP + 4 Relationship of transferor to transferee

(a) No.
from
Part I

(b) Purpose of gift (c) Use of gift (d) Description of how gift is held

(e) Transfer of gift

Transferee's name, address, and ZIP + 4 Relationship of transferor to transferee

 

Schedule B (Form 990, 990-EZ, or 990-PF) (2018) Page 

Name of organization

| $

Use duplicate copies of Part III if additional space is needed.

4

Part III
 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371



OMB No. 1545-0047

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

832041  11-08-18

(Form 990 or 990-EZ)
For Organizations Exempt From Income Tax Under section 501(c) and section 527

Open to Public
Inspection

Complete if the organization is described below.    Attach to Form 990 or Form 990-EZ. 

| Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for instructions and the latest information.

If the organization answered "Yes," on Form 990, Part IV, line 3, or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 46 (Political Campaign Activities), then

If the organization answered "Yes," on Form 990, Part IV, line 4, or Form 990-EZ, Part VI, line 47 (Lobbying Activities), then

If the organization answered "Yes," on Form 990, Part IV, line 5 (Proxy Tax) (see separate instructions) or Form 990-EZ, Part V, line 35c (Proxy
Tax) (see separate instructions), then

Employer identification number

1

2

3

1

2

3

4

Yes No

a

b

Yes No

1

2

3

4

5

Form 1120-POL Yes No

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) 

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018

¥ Section 501(c)(3) organizations: Complete Parts I-A and B. Do not complete Part I-C.

¥ Section 501(c) (other than section 501(c)(3)) organizations: Complete Parts I-A and C below. Do not complete Part I-B.

¥ Section 527 organizations: Complete Part I-A only.

¥ Section 501(c)(3) organizations that have filed Form 5768 (election under section 501(h)): Complete Part II-A. Do not complete Part II-B.

¥ Section 501(c)(3) organizations that have NOT filed Form 5768 (election under section 501(h)): Complete Part II-B. Do not complete Part II-A.

¥ Section 501(c)(4), (5), or (6) organizations: Complete Part III.
Name of organization

Provide a description of the organization's direct and indirect political campaign activities in Part IV.

Political campaign activity expenditures

Volunteer hours for political campaign activities

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ $

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Enter the amount of any excise tax incurred by the organization under section 4955

Enter the amount of any excise tax incurred by organization managers under section 4955

If the organization incurred a section 4955 tax, did it file Form 4720 for this year?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ $

~~~~~~~~~~ $

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Was a correction made?

If "Yes," describe in Part IV.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Enter the amount directly expended by the filing organization for section 527 exempt function activities

Enter the amount of the filing organization's funds contributed to other organizations for section 527

exempt function activities

~~~~ $

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ $

Total exempt function expenditures. Add lines 1 and 2. Enter here and on Form 1120-POL,

line 17b

Did the filing organization file for this year?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ $

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Enter the names, addresses and employer identification number (EIN) of all section 527 political organizations to which the filing organization

made payments. For each organization listed, enter the amount paid from the filing organization's funds. Also enter the amount of political

contributions received that were promptly and directly delivered to a separate political organization, such as a separate segregated fund or a

political action committee (PAC). If additional space is needed, provide information in Part IV.

Name Address EIN Amount paid from
filing organization's

funds. If none, enter -0-.

Amount of political
contributions received and

promptly and directly
delivered to a separate
political organization.

If none, enter -0-.

LHA

SCHEDULE C

Part I-A Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c) or is a section 527 organization.

Part I-B Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3).

Part I-C Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c), except section 501(c)(3).

Political Campaign and Lobbying Activities

2018
J J

J

J
J

   
   

J

J

J
   

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC.

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

59-3649371
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If the amount on line 1e, column (a) or (b) is:

2

A

B

Limits on Lobbying Expenditures
(The term "expenditures" means amounts paid or incurred.)

(a) (b) 

1a

b

c

d

e

f

The lobbying nontaxable amount is:

g

h

i

j

Yes No

4-Year Averaging Period Under Section 501(h)
(Some organizations that made a section 501(h) election do not have to complete all of the five columns below.

See the separate instructions for lines 2a through 2f.)

Lobbying Expenditures During 4-Year Averaging Period

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) 

2a

b

c

d

e

f

Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018

Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018 Page 

Check if the filing organization belongs to an affiliated group (and list in Part IV each affiliated group member's name, address, EIN,

expenses, and share of excess lobbying expenditures).

Check if the filing organization checked box A and "limited control" provisions apply.

Filing
organization's

totals

Affiliated group
totals

Total lobbying expenditures to influence public opinion (grass roots lobbying)

Total lobbying expenditures to influence a legislative body (direct lobbying)

~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~

Total lobbying expenditures (add lines 1a and 1b)

Other exempt purpose expenditures

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Total exempt purpose expenditures (add lines 1c and 1d)

Lobbying nontaxable amount. Enter the amount from the following table in both columns.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Not over $500,000

Over $500,000 but not over $1,000,000

Over $1,000,000 but not over $1,500,000

Over $1,500,000 but not over $17,000,000

Over $17,000,000

20% of the amount on line 1e.

$100,000 plus 15% of the excess over $500,000.

$175,000 plus 10% of the excess over $1,000,000.

$225,000 plus 5% of the excess over $1,500,000.

$1,000,000.

Grassroots nontaxable amount (enter 25% of line 1f)

Subtract line 1g from line 1a. If zero or less, enter -0-

Subtract line 1f from line 1c. If zero or less, enter -0-

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If there is an amount other than zero on either line 1h or line 1i, did the organization file Form 4720

reporting section 4911 tax for this year? ��������������������������������������

Calendar year 
(or fiscal year beginning in)

2015 2016 2017 2018 Total

Lobbying nontaxable amount

Lobbying ceiling amount

(150% of line 2a, column(e))

Total lobbying expenditures

Grassroots nontaxable amount

Grassroots ceiling amount

(150% of line 2d, column (e))

Grassroots lobbying expenditures

Part II-A Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3) and filed Form 5768 (election under
section 501(h)).

J  

J  

   

124,725.
131,958.
256,683.

654,531,868.
654,788,551.
1,000,000.

 
 
 
 
 
 

250,000.
0.
0.

 
 
 

1,000,000. 1,000,000. 1,000,000. 1,000,000. 4,000,000.

6,000,000.

450,437.

1,000,000.

1,500,000.

162,208.

11,942. 66,809. 115,003. 256,683.

250,000. 250,000. 250,000. 250,000.

8,171. 10,454. 18,858. 124,725.

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371
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3

(a) (b)

Yes No Amount

1

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

i

j

a

b

c

d

2

Yes No

1

2

3

1

2

3

1

2

3

4

5

(do not include amounts of political 

expenses for which the section 527(f) tax was paid).

1

2a

2b

2c

3

4

5

a

b

c

Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018

For each "Yes," response on lines 1a through 1i below, provide in Part IV a detailed description

of the lobbying activity. 

Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018 Page 

During the year, did the filing organization attempt to influence foreign, national, state, or

local legislation, including any attempt to influence public opinion on a legislative matter

or referendum, through the use of:

Volunteers?

Paid staff or management (include compensation in expenses reported on lines 1c through 1i)?

Media advertisements?

Mailings to members, legislators, or the public?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Publications, or published or broadcast statements?

Grants to other organizations for lobbying purposes?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Direct contact with legislators, their staffs, government officials, or a legislative body?

Rallies, demonstrations, seminars, conventions, speeches, lectures, or any similar means?

Other activities?

~~~~~~

~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Total. Add lines 1c through 1i

Did the activities in line 1 cause the organization to be not described in section 501(c)(3)?

If "Yes," enter the amount of any tax incurred under section 4912

If "Yes," enter the amount of any tax incurred by organization managers under section 4912

If the filing organization incurred a section 4912 tax, did it file Form 4720 for this year?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~

������

Were substantially all (90% or more) dues received nondeductible by members?

Did the organization make only in-house lobbying expenditures of $2,000 or less?

Did the organization agree to carry over lobbying and political campaign activity expenditures from the prior year?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Dues, assessments and similar amounts from members

Section 162(e) nondeductible lobbying and political expenditures 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Current year

Carryover from last year

Total

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Aggregate amount reported in section 6033(e)(1)(A) notices of nondeductible section 162(e) dues

If notices were sent and the amount on line 2c exceeds the amount on line 3, what portion of the excess

does the organization agree to carryover to the reasonable estimate of nondeductible lobbying and political 

expenditure next year?

~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Taxable amount of lobbying and political expenditures (see instructions) ���������������������

Provide the descriptions required for Part I-A, line 1; Part I-B, line 4; Part I-C, line 5; Part II-A (affiliated group list); Part II-A, lines 1 and 2 (see

instructions); and Part II-B, line 1. Also, complete this part for any additional information.

Part II-B Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(3) and has NOT filed Form 5768
(election under section 501(h)).

Part III-A Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(4), section 501(c)(5), or section 
501(c)(6).

Part III-B Complete if the organization is exempt under section 501(c)(4), section 501(c)(5), or section 
501(c)(6) and if either (a) BOTH Part III-A, lines 1 and 2, are answered "No," OR (b) Part III-A, line 3, is
answered "Yes."

Part IV Supplemental Information

THE SENIOR POLICY DIRECTOR, LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS MANAGER AND DIRECTOR OF

ADVOCACY AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT FOR STEP UP FOR STUDENTS PLAYED A KEY ROLE

IN THE 2019 SESSION OF THE FLORIDA LEGISLATURE. DURING THE SESSION,

LAWMAKERS CREATED A NEW DIRECT STATE-FUNDED PROGRAM CALLED THE FAMILY

EMPOWERMENT SCHOLARSHIP AND ALSO ADOPTED IMPROVEMENTS TO THE TAX CREDIT

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

SCHEDULE C, PART II-A

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371
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4

Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018

(continued)
Schedule C (Form 990 or 990-EZ) 2018 Page 

Supplemental Information Part IV

SCHOLARSHIP AND OTHER SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS. THE DIRECTOR AND LEGISLATIVE

AFFAIRS MANAGERS PROVIDED INFORMATION TO LAWMAKERS AND LEGISLATIVE STAFF,

AND THE ADVOCACY DIRECTOR HELPED CONNECT SCHOLARSHIP FAMILIES WITH

LAWMAKERS. THESE LOBBYING EFFORTS ARE FINANCED BY SEPARATE PRIVATE

FUNDRAISING AND NOT THROUGH ANY OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE ALLOWANCE STEP UP

RECEIVES FOR EACH PROGRAM. 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371



OMB No. 1545-0047

Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service
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Held at the End of the Tax Year

(Form 990) | Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990,
Part IV, line 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11a, 11b, 11c, 11d, 11e, 11f, 12a, or 12b.

| Attach to Form 990.
|Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for instructions and the latest information.

Open to Public
Inspection

Name of the organization Employer identification number

(a) (b) 

1

2

3

4

5

6

Yes No

Yes No

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

a

b

c

d

2a

2b

2c

2d

Yes No

Yes No

1

2

a

b

(i)

(ii)

a

b

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Schedule D (Form 990) 2018

Complete if the

organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 6.

Donor advised funds Funds and other accounts

Total number at end of year

Aggregate value of contributions to (during year)

Aggregate value of grants from (during year)

Aggregate value at end of year

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~

~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization inform all donors and donor advisors in writing that the assets held in donor advised funds

are the organization's property, subject to the organization's exclusive legal control? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization inform all grantees, donors, and donor advisors in writing that grant funds can be used only

for charitable purposes and not for the benefit of the donor or donor advisor, or for any other purpose conferring

impermissible private benefit? ��������������������������������������������

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 7.

Purpose(s) of conservation easements held by the organization (check all that apply).

Preservation of land for public use (e.g., recreation or education)

Protection of natural habitat

Preservation of open space

Preservation of a historically important land area

Preservation of a certified historic structure

Complete lines 2a through 2d if the organization held a qualified conservation contribution in the form of a conservation easement on the last

day of the tax year.

Total number of conservation easements

Total acreage restricted by conservation easements

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Number of conservation easements on a certified historic structure included in (a)

Number of conservation easements included in (c) acquired after 7/25/06, and not on a historic structure

listed in the National Register

~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Number of conservation easements modified, transferred, released, extinguished, or terminated by the organization during the tax

year |

Number of states where property subject to conservation easement is located |

Does the organization have a written policy regarding the periodic monitoring, inspection, handling of

violations, and enforcement of the conservation easements it holds? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Staff and volunteer hours devoted to monitoring, inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year 

|

Amount of expenses incurred in monitoring, inspecting, handling of violations, and enforcing conservation easements during the year 

| $

Does each conservation easement reported on line 2(d) above satisfy the requirements of section 170(h)(4)(B)(i)

and section 170(h)(4)(B)(ii)? ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

In Part XIII, describe how the organization reports conservation easements in its revenue and expense statement, and balance sheet, and

include, if applicable, the text of the footnote to the organization's financial statements that describes the organization's accounting for

conservation easements.

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 8.

If the organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), not to report in its revenue statement and balance sheet works of art,

historical treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of public service, provide, in Part XIII,

the text of the footnote to its financial statements that describes these items.

If the organization elected, as permitted under SFAS 116 (ASC 958), to report in its revenue statement and balance sheet works of art, historical

treasures, or other similar assets held for public exhibition, education, or research in furtherance of public service, provide the following amounts

relating to these items:

Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1

Assets included in Form 990, Part X

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ | $

$~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ |

If the organization received or held works of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets for financial gain, provide

the following amounts required to be reported under SFAS 116 (ASC 958) relating to these items:

Revenue included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 1

Assets included in Form 990, Part X

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ | $

$����������������������������������� |

LHA

Part I Organizations Maintaining Donor Advised Funds or Other Similar Funds or Accounts. 

Part II Conservation Easements. 

Part III Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets.

SCHEDULE D Supplemental Financial Statements
2018
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3

4

5

a

b

c

d

e

Yes No

1

2

a

b

c

d

e

f

a

b

Yes No

1c

1d

1e

1f

Yes No

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) 

1

2

3

4

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

a

b

c

a

b

Yes No

(i)

(ii)

3a(i)

3a(ii)

3b

(a) (b) (c) (d) 

1a

b

c

d

e

Total. 

Schedule D (Form 990) 2018

(continued)

(Column (d) must equal Form 990, Part X, column (B), line 10c.)

Two years back Three years back Four years back

Schedule D (Form 990) 2018 Page 

Using the organization's acquisition, accession, and other records, check any of the following that are a significant use of its collection items

(check all that apply):

Public exhibition

Scholarly research

Preservation for future generations

Loan or exchange programs

Other

Provide a description of the organization's collections and explain how they further the organization's exempt purpose in Part XIII.

During the year, did the organization solicit or receive donations of art, historical treasures, or other similar assets

to be sold to raise funds rather than to be maintained as part of the organization's collection? ������������

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 9, or
reported an amount on Form 990, Part X, line 21.

Is the organization an agent, trustee, custodian or other intermediary for contributions or other assets not included

on Form 990, Part X?

If "Yes," explain the arrangement in Part XIII and complete the following table:

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Amount

Beginning balance

Additions during the year

Distributions during the year

Ending balance

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization include an amount on Form 990, Part X, line 21, for escrow or custodial account liability?

If "Yes," explain the arrangement in Part XIII. Check here if the explanation has been provided on Part XIII

~~~~~

�������������

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 10.

Current year Prior year

Beginning of year balance

Contributions

Net investment earnings, gains, and losses

Grants or scholarships

~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~

Other expenditures for facilities

and programs

Administrative expenses

End of year balance

~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~

Provide the estimated percentage of the current year end balance (line 1g, column (a)) held as:

Board designated or quasi-endowment

Permanent endowment

Temporarily restricted endowment

The percentages on lines 2a, 2b, and 2c should equal 100%.

| %

| %

| %

Are there endowment funds not in the possession of the organization that are held and administered for the organization

by:

unrelated organizations

related organizations

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If "Yes" on line 3a(ii), are the related organizations listed as required on Schedule R?

Describe in Part XIII the intended uses of the organization's endowment funds.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 11a. See Form 990, Part X, line 10.

Description of property Cost or other
basis (investment)

Cost or other
basis (other)

Accumulated
depreciation

Book value

Land

Buildings

Leasehold improvements

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~

Equipment

Other

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

��������������������

Add lines 1a through 1e. |�������������

2
Part III Organizations Maintaining Collections of Art, Historical Treasures, or Other Similar Assets 

Part IV Escrow and Custodial Arrangements. 

Part V Endowment Funds. 

Part VI Land, Buildings, and Equipment.

   
   
 

   

   

   
 

X

58,467,378.
128,658,297.
104,943,286.
82,182,389.

X

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

47,544.
4,589,724.

 

 
35,453.

1,705,711.
 

 
 

12,091.
2,884,013.

 

 

2,896,104.

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

X



(including name of security)

832053  10-29-18

Total. 

Total. 

(a) (b) (c) 

(1)

(2)

(3)

(a) (b) (c) 

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(a) (b) 

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

Total. 

(a) (b) 1.

Total. 

2.

Schedule D (Form 990) 2018

(Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col. (B) line 15.)

(Column (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col. (B) line 25.)

Description of security or category 

(Col. (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col. (B) line 12.) |

(Col. (b) must equal Form 990, Part X, col. (B) line 13.) |

Schedule D (Form 990) 2018 Page 

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 11b. See Form 990, Part X, line 12.

Book value Method of valuation: Cost or end-of-year market value

Financial derivatives

Closely-held equity interests

Other

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~

(A)

(B)

(C)

(D)

(E)

(F)

(G)

(H)

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 11c. See Form 990, Part X, line 13.
Description of investment Book value Method of valuation: Cost or end-of-year market value

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 11d. See Form 990, Part X, line 15.

Description Book value

���������������������������� |

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 11e or 11f. See Form 990, Part X, line 25.

Description of liability Book value

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

Federal income taxes

����� |

Liability for uncertain tax positions. In Part XIII, provide the text of the footnote to the organization's financial statements that reports the

organization's liability for uncertain tax positions under FIN 48 (ASC 740). Check here if the text of the footnote has been provided in Part XIII

3
Part VII Investments - Other Securities.

Part VIII Investments - Program Related.

Part IX Other Assets.

Part X Other Liabilities.

 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC.

FUNDS HELD IN TRUST FOR STUDENTS
DUE FROM AFFILIATES

 

59-3649371

 

 

82,182,389.
8,770.

82,191,159.

 

 

 

X
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1

2

3

4

5

1

a

b

c

d

e

2a

2b

2c

2d

2a 2d 2e

32e 1

a

b

c

4a

4b

4a 4b

3 4c. 

4c

5

1

2

3

4

5

1

a

b

c

d

e

2a

2b

2c

2d

2a 2d

2e 1

2e

3

a

b

c

4a

4b

4a 4b

3 4c. 

4c

5

Schedule D (Form 990) 2018

(This must equal Form 990, Part I, line 12.)

(This must equal Form 990, Part I, line 18.)

Schedule D (Form 990) 2018 Page 

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 12a.

Total revenue, gains, and other support per audited financial statements

Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12:

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Net unrealized gains (losses) on investments

Donated services and use of facilities

Recoveries of prior year grants

Other (Describe in Part XIII.)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Add lines through ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Subtract line from line ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Amounts included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 12, but not on line 1:

Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 7b

Other (Describe in Part XIII.)

~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Add lines and 

Total revenue. Add lines and 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

�����������������

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 12a.

Total expenses and losses per audited financial statements

Amounts included on line 1 but not on Form 990, Part IX, line 25:

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Donated services and use of facilities

Prior year adjustments

Other losses

Other (Describe in Part XIII.)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Add lines through 

Subtract line from line 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Amounts included on Form 990, Part IX, line 25, but not on line 1:

Investment expenses not included on Form 990, Part VIII, line 7b

Other (Describe in Part XIII.)

~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Add lines and 

Total expenses. Add lines and 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

����������������

Provide the descriptions required for Part II, lines 3, 5, and 9; Part III, lines 1a and 4; Part IV, lines 1b and 2b; Part V, line 4; Part X, line 2; Part XI,

lines 2d and 4b; and Part XII, lines 2d and 4b. Also complete this part to provide any additional information.

4
Part XI Reconciliation of Revenue per Audited Financial Statements With Revenue per Return.

Part XII Reconciliation of Expenses per Audited Financial Statements With Expenses per Return.

Part XIII Supplemental Information.

IN JUNE 2014, LEGISLATION CREATED A SCHOLARSHIP FOR SPECIAL NEEDS CHILDREN

THAT WAS SIGNED INTO LAW IN FLORIDA.  A GARDINER SCHOLARSHIP ACCOUNT IS

ESTABLISHED FOR EACH CHILD THAT IS AWARDED A SPECIAL NEEDS SCHOLARSHIP. 

PARENTS USE THIS MONEY TO PERSONALIZE THE EDUCATION OF THEIR CHILDREN WITH

UNIQUE ABILITIES BY DIRECTING MONEY TOWARDS A COMBINATION OF PROGRAMS AND

STATE APPROVED PROVIDERS.  THESE INCLUDE SCHOOLS, THERAPISTS, SPECIALISTS,

CURRICULUM AND TECHNOLOGY AND COLLEGE SAVINGS ACCOUNTS.

718,633,943.

 
394,276.

 
290,000.

684,276.
717,949,667.

 
 

0.
717,949,667.

655,248,013.

394,276.
 
 

65,186.
459,462.

654,788,551.

 
 

0.
654,788,551.

PART IV, LINE 2B: 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371

IN JUNE 2018, LEGISLATION CREATED A SCHOLARSHIP TO PROVIDE ACADEMIC

SUPPORT FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN DISTRICT OR CHARTER SCHOOLS WHO

STRUGGLE IN READING THAT WAS SIGNED INTO LAW IN FLORIDA.  THE SCHOLARSHIP
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5

Schedule D (Form 990) 2018

(continued)
Schedule D (Form 990) 2018 Page 
Part XIII Supplemental Information 

IS AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS IN THIRD THROUGH FIFTH GRADE WHO HAVE SCORED A

LEVEL 1 OR 2 ON THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS SECTION OF THE FLORIDA STANDARDS

ASSESSMENT.  PARENTS USE THIS SCHOLARSHIP TO PAY FOR TUITION AND FEES

RELATED TO PART-TIME TUTORING, SUMMER AND AFTER-SCHOOL LITERACY PROGRAMS,

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND MORE.

DURING THE YEARS ENDED JUNE 30, 2019 AND 2018, STEP UP FOR STUDENTS

DISTRIBUTED APPROXIMATELY $104.9 MILLION AND $77.1 MILLION, LEAVING A

BALANCE OF APPROXIMATELY $82.1 MILLION AND $58.4 MILLION RESPECTIVELY,

WHICH IS RECORDED IN THE CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS

BOTH AN ASSET AND A LIABILITY.  STEP UP FOR STUDENTS IS ACTING AS AN AGENT

FOR BOTH OF THESE PROGRAMS, THEREFORE, THERE ARE NO REVENUES AND EXPENSES

REPORTED ON THE STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES FOR SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS RECEIVED AND

DISTRIBUTED FROM THE STATE OF FLORIDA.

PART X, LINE 2: 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS IS EXEMPT FROM FEDERAL INCOME TAXES UNDER SECTION

501(C)(3) OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE AND FROM STATE INCOME TAXES UNDER

SIMILAR PROVISIONS OF THE FLORIDA STATUTES. ACCORDINGLY, NO PROVISION FOR

FEDERAL AND STATE INCOME TAXES HAS BEEN RECORDED IN THE FINANCIAL

STATEMENTS.  STEP UP FOR STUDENTS HAS MADE AN ELECTION UNDER SECTION

501(H) OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE, WHICH PERMITS CERTAIN ELIGIBLE

501(C)(3) ORGANIZATIONS TO MAKE LIMITED EXPENDITURES TO INFLUENCE

LEGISLATION.  STEP UP FOR STUDENTS WOULD BE SUBJECT TO AN EXCISE TAX IF IT

SPENDS MORE THAN THE AMOUNTS PERMITTED. SUCH LIMITS HAVE NOT BEEN

EXCEEDED.

THE ALABAMA OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP FUND IS A DISREGARDED ENTITY FOR

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371
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Part XIII Supplemental Information 

FEDERAL AND STATE INCOME TAX PURPOSES AND THEREFORE, REPORTS ALL FEDERAL

AND STATE TAX INFORMATION THROUGH STEP UP FOR STUDENTS. ACCORDINGLY, NO

PROVISION FOR FEDERAL AND STATE INCOME TAXES HAS BEEN RECORDED IN THE

ACCOMPANYING CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS.

C2 IS A DISREGARDED ENTITY FOR FEDERAL AND STATE INCOME TAX PURPOSES AND

THEREFORE, REPORTS ALL FEDERAL AND STATE INCOME TAX INFORMATION THROUGH

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS. ACCORDINGLY, NO PROVISION FOR FEDERAL AND STATE

INCOME TAXES HAS BEEN RECORDED IN THE ACCOMPANYING CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL

STATEMENTS.

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS FOLLOWS ACCOUNTING STANDARDS RELATING TO ACCOUNTING

FOR UNCERTAINTY IN INCOME TAXES.  MANAGEMENT ASSESSED WHETHER THERE WERE

ANY UNCERTAIN TAX POSITIONS WHICH MAY GIVE RISE TO INCOME TAX LIABILITIES

AND DETERMINED THAT THERE WERE NO SUCH MATTERS REQUIRING RECOGNITION IN

THE CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS. GENERALLY, STEP UP FOR STUDENTS IS

NO LONGER SUBJECT TO U.S. FEDERAL OR STATE INCOME TAX EXAMINATIONS BY TAX

AUTHORITIES FOR YEARS BEFORE JUNE 30, 2016.

PART XI, LINE 2D - OTHER ADJUSTMENTS:

ALABAMA OPPORTUNITY ACTION FUND REVENUES                           290,000.

PART XII, LINE 2D - OTHER ADJUSTMENTS:

ALABAMA OPPORTUNITY ACTION FUND EXPENSES                            65,186.

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371
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Schedule I (Form 990) (2018) Page 

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 22.
Part III can be duplicated if additional space is needed.

Method of valuation
(book, FMV, appraisal, other)

Type of grant or assistance Number of
recipients

Amount of
cash grant

Amount of non-
cash assistance

Description of noncash assistance

Provide the information required in Part I, line 2; Part III, column (b); and any other additional information.

FLORIDA TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 100415

1568

128

ALABAMA OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP FUND

615,252,820.

8,781,932.

290,968.HOPE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

0.

0.

0.

PART I, LINE 2: 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS RECEIVES GRANTS TO FUND PROJECTS AND INITIATIVES TO

EMPOWER THE FAMILIES OF OUR STUDENTS.  THE GRANT EXPENSES ARE TRACKED BY

PROJECT CODE FOR EASE OF REPORTING TO OUR GRANTORS, IF APPLICABLE.

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371
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Name of the organization

Check the appropriate box(es) if the organization provided any of the following to or for a person listed on Form 990,

Part VII, Section A, line 1a. Complete Part III to provide any relevant information regarding these items.

First-class or charter travel

Travel for companions

Housing allowance or residence for personal use

Payments for business use of personal residence

Tax indemnification and gross-up payments

Discretionary spending account

Health or social club dues or initiation fees

Personal services (such as maid, chauffeur, chef)

If any of the boxes on line 1a are checked, did the organization follow a written policy regarding payment or

reimbursement or provision of all of the expenses described above? If "No," complete Part III to explain ~~~~~~~~~~~

Did the organization require substantiation prior to reimbursing or allowing expenses incurred by all directors,

trustees, and officers, including the CEO/Executive Director, regarding the items checked on line 1a? ~~~~~~~~~~~~

Indicate which, if any, of the following the filing organization used to establish the compensation of the organization's

CEO/Executive Director. Check all that apply. Do not check any boxes for methods used by a related organization to

establish compensation of the CEO/Executive Director, but explain in Part III.

Compensation committee

Independent compensation consultant

Form 990 of other organizations

Written employment contract

Compensation survey or study

Approval by the board or compensation committee

During the year, did any person listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, with respect to the filing

organization or a related organization:

Receive a severance payment or change-of-control payment?

Participate in, or receive payment from, a supplemental nonqualified retirement plan?

Participate in, or receive payment from, an equity-based compensation arrangement?

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

If "Yes" to any of lines 4a-c, list the persons and provide the applicable amounts for each item in Part III.

For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, did the organization pay or accrue any compensation

contingent on the revenues of:

The organization?

Any related organization?

If "Yes" on line 5a or 5b, describe in Part III.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, did the organization pay or accrue any compensation

contingent on the net earnings of:

The organization?

Any related organization?

If "Yes" on line 6a or 6b, describe in Part III.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

For persons listed on Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, did the organization provide any nonfixed payments

not described on lines 5 and 6? If "Yes," describe in Part III

Were any amounts reported on Form 990, Part VII, paid or accrued pursuant to a contract that was subject to the

initial contract exception described in Regulations section 53.4958-4(a)(3)? If "Yes," describe in Part III

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~

If "Yes" on line 8, did the organization also follow the rebuttable presumption procedure described in

Regulations section 53.4958-6(c)? ���������������������������������������������
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Part II Officers, Directors, Trustees, Key Employees, and Highest Compensated Employees. 

Note: 

(B) (C)  (D)  (E)  (F) 

(i) (ii) (iii) 
(A) 

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(ii)

Schedule J (Form 990) 2018

Schedule J (Form 990) 2018 Page 

Use duplicate copies if additional space is needed.

For each individual whose compensation must be reported on Schedule J, report compensation from the organization on row (i) and from related organizations, described in the instructions, on row (ii).
Do not list any individuals that aren't listed on Form 990, Part VII.

The sum of columns (B)(i)-(iii) for each listed individual must equal the total amount of Form 990, Part VII, Section A, line 1a, applicable column (D) and (E) amounts for that individual.

Breakdown of W-2 and/or 1099-MISC compensation Retirement and
other deferred
compensation

Nontaxable
benefits

Total of columns
(B)(i)-(D)

Compensation
in column (B)

reported as deferred
on prior Form 990

Base
compensation

Bonus &
incentive

compensation

Other
reportable

compensation

Name and Title

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC.

244,845. 0. 0. 14,940. 13,307. 273,092. 0.
PRESIDENT, SUFS 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0.

162,690. 0. 0. 10,145. 15,129. 187,964. 0.
CAO, SUFS 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0.

194,872. 0. 0. 10,447. 14,607. 219,926. 0.
TREASURER & CFO, SUFS 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0.

155,886. 0. 0. 9,516. 8,447. 173,849. 0.
VP MARKETING & EVENTS, SUF 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0.

149,755. 0. 0. 9,425. 22,455. 181,635. 0.
VP INNOVATION 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0.

145,642. 0. 0. 9,019. 12,807. 167,468. 0.
VP OPERATIONS 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0.

145,157. 0. 0. 8,841. 8,836. 162,834. 0.
VP STUDENT LEARNING 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0.

143,893. 0. 0. 8,729. 7,279. 159,901. 0.
VP POLICY & PUBLIC AFFAIRS 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0. 0.

59-3649371

(1)  DOUG TUTHILL

(2)  ANNE WHITE

(3)  JOE PFOUNTZ

(4)  ALISSA RANDALL

(5)  JONATHAN BECKHAM

(6)  GINA LYNCH

(7)  CAROL MACEDONIA

(8)  JONATHAN EAST
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Part III Supplemental Information

Schedule J (Form 990) 2018

Schedule J (Form 990) 2018 Page 

Provide the information, explanation, or descriptions required for Part I, lines 1a, 1b, 3, 4a, 4b, 4c, 5a, 5b, 6a, 6b, 7, and 8, and for Part II. Also complete this part for any additional information. 

59-3649371STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC.
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Open to Public
Inspection

Employer identification number

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990 or 990-EZ. Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2018)

Name of the organization

LHA

SCHEDULE O Supplemental Information to Form 990 or 990-EZ
2018

FORM 990, PART I, LINE 1, DESCRIPTION OF ORGANIZATION MISSION: 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS EMPOWERS PARENTS TO PURSUE AND ENGAGE IN THE MOST

APPROPRIATE LEARNING OPTIONS FOR THEIR CHILDREN.

FORM 990, PART III, LINE 1, DESCRIPTION OF ORGANIZATION MISSION: 

FULFILL THE PROMISE OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY.

FORM 990, PART III, LINE 2, NEW PROGRAM SERVICES: 

FAMILY EMPOWERMENT SCHOLARSHIP CREATED:

IN MAY 2019, GOV. RON DESANTIS SIGNED INTO LAW THE FAMILY EMPOWERMENT

SCHOLARSHIP, WHICH IS INTENDED TO HELP REDUCE THE WAITING LIST FOR THE

TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP AND SIMILARLY SERVES STUDENTS FROM LOW-INCOME

AND WORKING-CLASS HOUSEHOLDS. STEP UP WORKED DIRECTLY WITH THE STATE

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO ADMINISTER THIS SCHOLARSHIP AND ITS

FIRST-YEAR GOAL IN 2019-20 IS TO SERVE 18,000 K-12 STUDENTS.

FORM 990, PART III, LINE 4A, PROGRAM SERVICE ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

MATH AS STUDENTS OF ALL INCOME LEVELS NATIONALLY, EVEN AS THE STUDENTS

WHO CHOSE THE SCHOLARSHIP WERE AMONG THE POOREST AND LOWEST-PERFORMING

STUDENTS FROM THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS THEY LEFT BEHIND. IN FEBRUARY 2019,

THE URBAN INSTITUTE REPORTED THAT SCHOLARSHIP STUDENTS ARE 43 PERCENT

MORE LIKELY THAN THEIR PUBLIC-SCHOOL PEERS TO ATTEND COLLEGE AND 20

PERCENT MORE LIKELY TO EARN BACHELOR'S DEGREES. FOR THE 14TH TIME, STEP

UP FOR STUDENTS WAS AWARDED THE COVETED FOUR-STAR RATING BY CHARITY

NAVIGATOR FOR FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY. 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371
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Name of the organization

FORM 990, PART III, LINE 4D, OTHER PROGRAM SERVICES: 

STUDENT DEVELOPMENT AND STUDENT LEARNING: SCHOOLS AND FAMILIES NEED

POSITIVE, INFORMED PARTNERSHIPS AND STRONG LEADERSHIP, AS WELL AS

CULTURE THAT IS COMMITTED TO CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT.  WITH THAT AS A

GUIDING MANTRA, THE OFFICE OF STUDENT LEARNING WAS ESTABLISHED IN 2011

AND CONTINUES TO GROW TO MEET THE NEEDS OF OUR STEP UP SCHOLARS AND

THEIR FAMILIES.  THE OFFICE OF STUDENT LEARNING OFFERS FREE STATEWIDE

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING, INDIVIDUALIZED SCHOOL SUPPORT, COMMUNICATION

TOOLS, A STUDENT INFORMATION SYSTEM - THE TEACHING AND LEARNING

EXCHANGE, PARTNERSHIPS WITH NWEA FOR A MAP PROGRAM, CERTIFICATIONS FOR

OUR SCHOOL LEADERS, COUNCILS TO SUPPORT OUR GARDINER SCHOOLS AND

PARENTS AS WELL AS COMMITTEES TO SUPPORT OUR FLORIDA TAX CREDIT

PRINCIPALS.  WE ALSO OFFER EVENTS LIKE THE RISING STARS WHERE STUDENTS

ARE RECONIZED AS SCHOLARS AND THEIR PARENTS AND SCHOOLS ARE ALSO

RECOGNIZED FOR ACHIEVEMENTS.  IN 2019, THE OFFICE OF STUDENT LEARNING

HELD A CONFERENCE FOR EDUCATORS TO SUPPORT TEACHING, LEARNING AND

ASSESSMENT FOR THE FLORIDA TAX CREDIT AND GARDINER PROGRAMS.

EXPENSES $ 1,785,546.   INCLUDING GRANTS OF $ 0.   REVENUE $ 41,782.

RESEARCH ON STUDENT OUTCOMES:  EACH TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP IS INTENDED

TO PROVIDE A LOW-INCOME STUDENT IN FLORIDA WITH A VIABLE LEARNING

OPTION THAT CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN HIS OR HER EDUCATIONAL LIFE.

TOWARD THAT OBJECTIVE, STEP UP CONTINUES TO BUILD TOOLS TO ROBUSTLY

ASSESS ACADEMIC PROGRESS. THE STATE COLLECTS STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES

EVERY YEAR AND IN ITS MOST RECENT REPORT DETERMINED THAT SCHOLARSHIP

STUDENTS ACHIEVED THE SAME ACADEMIC GAINS IN READING AND MATH AS

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371

STUDENTS OF ALL INCOME LEVELS NATIONALLY. STEP UP HAS COMPLETED A DATA

WAREHOUSE THAT PULLS TOGETHER STUDENT ACADEMIC, DEMOGRAPHIC AND
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Name of the organization

ENROLLMENT INFORMATION FOR MOST OF THE PROGRAM'S HISTORY. FURTHER, STEP

UP HAS INVITED RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS TO MINE STUDENT DATA, AND THE

URBAN INSTITUTE RELEASED A SECOND INDEPENDENT REPORT IN FEBRUARY 2019

FINDING THAT STUDENTS ON THE SCHOLARSHIP AT LEAST THREE YEARS ARE 43

PERCENT MORE LIKELY THAN THEIR COUNTERPARTS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO ATTEND

COLLEGE.

EXPENSES $ 1,667,113.   INCLUDING GRANTS OF $ 0.   REVENUE $ 0.

HOPE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM:  STEP UP FOR STUDENTS ALSO ADMINISTERS THE

HOPE SCHOLARSHIP, WHICH WAS CREATED IN 2018 TO PROVIDE THE OPTION OF

PRIVATE SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS TO STUDENTS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS WHO HAVE

EXPERIENCED ACTS OF BULLYING AND INTIMIDATION.  THE SCHOLARSHIPS ARE

FINANCED BY CONTRIBUTIONS FROM AUTOMOBILE BUYERS, WHO ARE ALLOWED UNDER

THE LAW TO REDIRECT UP TO $105 OF THEIR STATE TAXES ON EACH PURCHASE.

THOSE CONTRIBUTIONS ARE USED TO PROVIDE TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS TO

PARTICIPATING PRIVATE SCHOOLS WORTH UP TO $7,111 OR A $750

TRANSPORTATION SCHOLARSHIP TO A PUBLIC SCHOOL IN ANOTHER DISTRICT. THE

SCHOLARSHIP DID NOT BEGIN UNTIL OCTOBER 2018 AND SERVED 123 STUDENTS IN

ITS FIRST YEAR.  ANY UNUSED FUNDS IN THE HOPE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM CAN

BE USED TO FUND SCHOLARSHIPS TO STUDENTS ON THE FLORIDA TAX CREDIT

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM IN THE NEXT STATE OF FLORIDA FISCAL YEAR.

EXPENSES $ 1,427,683.   INCLUDING GRANTS OF $ 290,968.   REVENUE $ 0.

ILLINOIS INVEST IN KIDS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM:  STEP UP FOR STUDENTS HAS

CONTRACTED WITH EMPOWER ILLINOIS, AN APPROVED 501(C)(3), SCHOLARSHIP

GRANTING ORGANIZATION (SGO) IN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, THAT ADMINISTERS

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371

THE ILLINOIS INVEST IN KIDS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM, A TAX CREDIT

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM.  SINCE NOVEMBER 2017, STEP UP FOR STUDENTS HAS
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PROVIDED SCHOLARSHIP ADMINISTRATION SERVICES FOR EMPOWER ILLINOIS.  

EMPOWER ILLINOIS CAN SOLICIT AND RECEIVE CORPORATE AND INDIVIDUAL

CONTRIBUTIONS THAT ARE ENTITLED TO A 75% STATE TAX CREDIT OF CORPORATE

AND INDIVIDUAL STATE INCOME TAX.  THOSE CONTRIBUTIONS, IN TURN MUST BE

SPENT TO PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS TO LOW INCOME ILLINOIS SCHOOL CHILDREN IN

COMPLIANCE WITH THE INVEST IN KIDS ACT.  FOR THE 2019- 2020 SCHOOL

YEAR, QUALIFIED STUDENTS RECEIVED SCHOLARSHIPS OF UP TO $13,336.64, OR

FOR INDIVIDUAL DISABILITY EDUCATION ACT STUDENTS, UP TO $26,673.28, TO

ATTEND A PARTICIPATING PRIVATE SCHOOL WITHIN THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

SCHOLARSHIPS ARE EXPENDED WHEN A STUDENT ATTENDS A PARTCIPATING SCHOOL.

EMPOWER ILLINOIS IS ALLOWED TO USE UP TO 5% OF THE CONTRIBUTIONS

COLLECTED TO ADMINISTER THE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM, AND STEP UP FOR

STUDENTS IS COMPENSATED FOR ITS WORK BY EMPOWER ILLINOIS VIA THOSE

ADMINISTRATIVE FUNDS.  ACCORDING TO SUBMITTED AUDIT MATERIAL,  FOR THE

2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR,  32,456 APPLICATIONS WERE SUBMITTED AND RESERVED

FOR POTENTIAL REVIEW, WHICH LED TO HAVING 5,528 SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED

TOTALING $37,008,673.   

EXPENSES $ 1,010,028.   INCLUDING GRANTS OF $ 0.   REVENUE $ 981,486.

ADVOCACY AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT (ACE):  ACE THROUGH FLORIDA PARENT

NETWORK, ORGANIZES ADVOCATES AND SUPPORTERS WHO BELIEVE CHILDREN SHOULD

BE EDUCATED BASED ON HOW THEY LEARN, RATHER THAN WHERE THEY LIVE.  THIS

INCLUDES PARENTS AND STUDENTS WHO UTILIZE SCHOLARSHIPS AS WELL AS

DISTRICT, CHARTER, MAGNET, HOME AND VIRTUAL SCHOOLS.  THIS ALSO

INCLUDES TEACHERS, COMMUNITY AND SCHOOL LEADERS, FAITH-BASED LEADERS

AND ALUMNI. FLORIDA PARENT NETWORK EDUCATES, INFORMS AND TRAINS

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371

ADVOCATES AND SUPPORTERS FOR THE PROTECTION AND EXPANSION OF EDUCATION

CHOICE.  ADVOCACY AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT PROVIDES THESE SERVICES TO
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ADVOCATES PARTICIPATING IN PROGRAMS ADMINISTERED BY THE ORGANIZATION

AND TO ADVOCATES UTILIZING OTHER CHOICE OPTIONS UNDER CONTRACT SERVICE

AGREEMENTS WITH CHOICE ADVOCACY GROUPS.

EXPENSES $ 934,496.   INCLUDING GRANTS OF $ 0.   REVENUE $ 424,301.

READING SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM: THE READING SCHOLARSHIP WAS CREATED IN

2018 TO PROVIDE ACADEMIC SUPPORT FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS IN

DISTRICT OR CHARTER SCHOOLS, WHO STRUGGLE IN READING.  STEP UP FOR

STUDENTS, AS AN APPROVED SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING ORGANIZATION, ADMINISTERS

THE PROGRAM.  THE SCHOLARSHIP IS AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS IN THIRD THROUGH

FIFTH GRADE WHO HAVE SCORED A LEVEL 1 OR 2 ON THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

SECTION OF THE FLORIDA STANDARDS ASSESSMENT.  EACH SCHOLARSHIP IS WORTH

$500, WHICH THE PARENT CAN USE TO PAY FOR TUITION AND FEES RELATED TO

PART-TIME TUTORING, SUMMER AND AFTER-SCHOOL LITERACY PROGRAMS,

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS AND MORE.  IN ITS FIRST YEAR, 2018-19, THE

SCHOLARSHIP SERVED 5,375 STUDENTS.

EXPENSES $ 827,726.   INCLUDING GRANTS OF $ 0.   REVENUE $ 0.

FAMILY EMPOWERMENT SCHOLARSHIP:  IN MAY 2019, GOV. RON DESANTIS SIGNED

INTO LAW THE FAMILY EMPOWERMENT SCHOLARSHIP, WHICH IS INTENDED TO HELP

REDUCE THE WAITING LIST FOR THE TAX CREDIT SCHOLARSHIP AND SIMILARLY

SERVES STUDENTS FROM LOW-INCOME AND WORKING-CLASS HOUSEHOLDS. STEP UP

WORKED DIRECTLY WITH THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO ADMINISTER

THIS SCHOLARSHIP AND ITS FIRST-YEAR GOAL IN 2019-20 IS TO SERVE 18,000

K-12 STUDENTS.

EXPENSES $ 107,481.   INCLUDING GRANTS OF $ 0.   REVENUE $ 0.

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION A, LINE 4: 
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THERE WAS A MINOR CHANGE TO THE BY-LAWS FOR STEP UP FOR STUDENTS IN

DECEMBER 2018.  UNDER ARTICLE IV, SECTION 4.4 UNDER DUTIES, WE ADDED DUTIES

FOR THE VICE CHAIR.  THE DUTIES INCLUDE "THE VICE CHAIR SHALL BE PREPARED

AT ALL TIMES TO ASSUME THE ROLE OF BOARD CHAIR, IF NECESSARY.  THE VICE

CHAIR, WHOSE KNOWLEDGE AND COMMITMENTS MIRRORS THAT OF THE CHAIR, MAY SERVE

IN THE CHAIR'S PLACE FOR BOARD ACTIVITIES AND IN THE SPOKESPERSON CAPACITY.

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION B, LINE 11B: 

FORM 990 IS PREPARED BY THE FUND'S INDEPENDENT CPA FIRM. AFTER BEING

REVIEWED BY MANAGEMENT, THE FULL FORM 990 INFORMATIONAL RETURN IS PROVIDED

TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT. THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS IS

ALSO AFFORDED THE OPPORTUNITY TO ASK QUESTIONS WITH RESPECT TO THE FORM 990

BEFORE THE RETURN IS FILED.

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION B, LINE 12C: 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS ENSURES THAT THE CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY IS

ADHERED TO WITH THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES: 1) REGULAR EDUCATION WITH THE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, OFFICERS AND KEY STAFF. EACH YEAR, THE POLICY IS

REVIEWED WITH THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND THE EXECUTIVE TEAM. EACH

ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR UNDERSTANDING AND COMPLIANCE BY SIGNING AN ANNUAL

COMPLIANCE STATEMENT. 2) THE CFO REVIEWS EACH CONTRACT THE ORGANIZATION

ENTERS. 3) FINANCE STAFF AND THE PRESIDENT REVIEW ALL PAYMENTS AS THEY ARE

MADE FOR POSSIBLE CONFLICTS.

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION B, LINE 15: 

THE COMPENSATION COMMITTEE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS REVIEWS COMPARABLE

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371

COMPENSATION AND BENEFITS DATA OF SIMILAR ORGANIZATIONS. DURING FISCAL YEAR

2016, AN INDEPENDENT COMPENSATION CONSULTING FIRM CONDUCTED A FULL
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2

Employer identification number

Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2018)

Schedule O (Form 990 or 990-EZ) (2018) Page 

Name of the organization

COMPARATIVE STUDY FOR EACH INDIVIDUAL EXECUTIVE POSITION AND ALL

NON-EXECUTIVE JOB GRADES. THE COMMITTEE USES THIS INFORMATION, COMBINED

WITH THE PERFORMANCE OF THE PRESIDENT, TO RECOMMEND THE PRESIDENT'S

COMPENSATION PACKAGE FOR APPROVAL OF THE FULL BOARD. THE FULL BOARD

APPROVES THE PACKAGE.

FORM 990, PART VI, LINE 17, LIST OF STATES RECEIVING COPY OF FORM 990:

AK,AR,CA,CO,CT,FL,DC,GA,HI,IL,KS,KY,ME,MD,MA,MI,MN,MS,NV,NH,NJ,NM,NY,NC,OH

OR,PA,RI,SC,TN,UT,VA,WA,WV,WI,AL,ND,MO

FORM 990, PART VI, SECTION C, LINE 19: 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS MAKES ITS GOVERNING DOCUMENTS, CONFLICT OF INTEREST

POLICY AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AVAILABLE ON ITS WEBSITE,

WWW.STEPUPFORSTUDENTS.ORG. PRINTED COPIES ARE AVAILABLE BY REQUEST FOR THE

SAME PERIOD OF DISCLOSURE AS SET FORTH IN IRC SECTION 6104(D).

FORM 990, PART XII, LINE 2C:

THIS PROCESS HAS NOT CHANGED SINCE THE PRIOR YEAR.

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371
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Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

Section 512(b)(13)

controlled

entity?
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SCHEDULE R
(Form 990) Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 33, 34, 35b, 36, or 37.

Attach to Form 990. Open to Public
Inspection| Go to www.irs.gov/Form990 for instructions and the latest information.

Employer identification number

Part I Identification of Disregarded Entities. 

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f)

Identification of Related Tax-Exempt Organizations. 
Part II

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)

Yes No

For Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see the Instructions for Form 990. Schedule R (Form 990) 2018

| 

| 

Name of the organization

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 33.

Name, address, and EIN (if applicable)
of disregarded entity

Primary activity Legal domicile (state or

foreign country)

Total income End-of-year assets Direct controlling
entity

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 34, because it had one or more related tax-exempt
organizations during the tax year.

Name, address, and EIN
of related organization

Primary activity Legal domicile (state or

foreign country)

Exempt Code
section

Public charity
status (if section

501(c)(3))

Direct controlling
entity

LHA

Related Organizations and Unrelated Partnerships

2018

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC.

THE ALABAMA OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP FUND -

C2 SCHOLARSHIPS - 83-2425710
BIRMINGHAM, AL  35205

BIRMINGHAM, AL  35205

ALABAMA OPPORTUNITY ACTION FUND - 83-3979219

BIRMIINGHAM, AL  35205

49-3813722, 2101 MAGNOLIA AVE S, STE 425,

2101 MAGNOLIA AVE S, STE 425

2101 MAGNOLIA AVE. S., STE. 425

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING 3,322,942.

394,689.SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING

7,589,479.

322,027.

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDING

ALABAMA

ALABAMA

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS

ALABAMA

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS

STEP UP FOR
STUDENTS

59-3649371

501(C)(4) X



Disproportionate

allocations?

Legal
domicile
(state or
foreign
country)

General or
managing
partner?

Section
512(b)(13)
controlled

entity?

Legal domicile
(state or
foreign
country)

832162  10-02-18

2

Identification of Related Organizations Taxable as a Partnership. Part III

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) (h) (i) (j) (k)

Yes No Yes No

Identification of Related Organizations Taxable as a Corporation or Trust. Part IV

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) (h) (i)

Yes No

Schedule R (Form 990) 2018

Predominant income
(related, unrelated,

excluded from tax under
sections 512-514)

Schedule R (Form 990) 2018 Page 

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 34, because it had one or more related
organizations treated as a partnership during the tax year.

Name, address, and EIN
of related organization

Primary activity Direct controlling
entity

Share of total
income

Share of
end-of-year

assets

Code V-UBI
amount in box
20 of Schedule
K-1 (Form 1065)

Percentage
ownership

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 34, because it had one or more related
organizations treated as a corporation or trust during the tax year.

Name, address, and EIN
of related organization

Primary activity Direct controlling
entity

Type of entity
(C corp, S corp,

or trust)

Share of total
income

Share of
end-of-year

assets

Percentage
ownership

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371
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3

Part V Transactions With Related Organizations. 

Note: Yes No

1

a

b

c

d

e

f

g

h

i

j

k

l

m

n

o

p

q

r

s

(i) (ii) (iii) (iv) 1a

1b

1c

1d

1e

1f

1g

1h

1i

1j

1k

1l

1m

1n

1o

1p

1q

1r

1s

2

(a) (b) (c) (d)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

Schedule R (Form 990) 2018

Schedule R (Form 990) 2018 Page 

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 34, 35b, or 36.

 Complete line 1 if any entity is listed in Parts II, III, or IV of this schedule.

During the tax year, did the organization engage in any of the following transactions with one or more related organizations listed in Parts II-IV?

Receipt of interest, annuities, royalties, or rent from a controlled entity ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Gift, grant, or capital contribution to related organization(s)

Gift, grant, or capital contribution from related organization(s)

Loans or loan guarantees to or for related organization(s)

Loans or loan guarantees by related organization(s)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Dividends from related organization(s) ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sale of assets to related organization(s)

Purchase of assets from related organization(s)

Exchange of assets with related organization(s)

Lease of facilities, equipment, or other assets to related organization(s)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Lease of facilities, equipment, or other assets from related organization(s)

Performance of services or membership or fundraising solicitations for related organization(s)

Performance of services or membership or fundraising solicitations by related organization(s)

Sharing of facilities, equipment, mailing lists, or other assets with related organization(s)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sharing of paid employees with related organization(s) ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Reimbursement paid to related organization(s) for expenses

Reimbursement paid by related organization(s) for expenses

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Other transfer of cash or property to related organization(s)

Other transfer of cash or property from related organization(s)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

��������������������������������������������������������

If the answer to any of the above is "Yes," see the instructions for information on who must complete this line, including covered relationships and transaction thresholds.

Name of related organization Transaction
type (a-s)

Amount involved Method of determining amount involved

X

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X

X
X
X
X
X

X

X

8,770.

0.

0.

Q

N

O

ALABAMA OPPORTUNITY ACTION FUND

ALABAMA OPPORTUNITY ACTION FUND

ALABAMA OPPORTUNITY ACTION FUND

59-3649371STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC.

FMV

X



Are all
partners sec.

501(c)(3)
orgs.?

Dispropor-
tionate

allocations?

General or
managing
partner?
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Yes No Yes No Yes N

4

Part VI Unrelated Organizations Taxable as a Partnership. 

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) (h) (i) (j) (k)

o

Schedule R (Form 990) 2018

Predominant income
(related, unrelated,

excluded from tax under
sections 512-514)

Code V-UBI
amount in box 20
of Schedule K-1

(Form 1065)

Schedule R (Form 990) 2018 Page 

Complete if the organization answered "Yes" on Form 990, Part IV, line 37.

Provide the following information for each entity taxed as a partnership through which the organization conducted more than five percent of its activities (measured by total assets or gross revenue)
that was not a related organization. See instructions regarding exclusion for certain investment partnerships.

Name, address, and EIN
of entity

Primary activity Legal domicile
(state or foreign

country)

Share of
total

income

Share of
end-of-year

assets

Percentage
ownership

59-3649371STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC.
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5

Schedule R (Form 990) 2018

Schedule R (Form 990) 2018 Page 

Provide additional information for responses to questions on Schedule R. See instructions.

Part VII Supplemental Information.

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC. 59-3649371



Department of the Treasury
Internal Revenue Service

File by the
due date for
filing your
return. See
instructions.

823841  12-19-18

| File a separate application for each return.

| Go to www.irs.gov/Form8868 for the latest information.

Electronic filing (e-file). 

Enter filer's identifying number

Type or

print

Application

Is For

Return

Code

Application

Is For

Return

Code

1

2

3a

 b

 c

3a

3b

3c

$

$

$

Balance due.

Caution: 

For Privacy Act and Paperwork Reduction Act Notice, see instructions. 8868

www.irs.gov/e-file-providers/e-file-for-charities-and-non-profits.

Form

(Rev. January 2019)
OMB No. 1545-1709

You can electronically file Form 8868 to request a 6-month automatic extension of time to file any of the

forms listed below with the exception of Form 8870, Information Return for Transfers Associated With Certain Personal Benefit

Contracts, for which an extension request must be sent to the IRS in paper format (see instructions). For more details on the electronic

filing of this form, visit 

All corporations required to file an income tax return other than Form 990-T (including 1120-C filers), partnerships, REMICs, and trusts

must use Form 7004 to request an extension of time to file income tax returns.

Name of exempt organization or other filer, see instructions. Employer identification number (EIN) or

Number, street, and room or suite no. If a P.O. box, see instructions.

City, town or post office, state, and ZIP code. For a foreign address, see instructions.

Social security number (SSN)

Enter the Return Code for the return that this application is for (file a separate application for each return) �����������������

Form 990 or Form 990-EZ

Form 990-BL

Form 4720 (individual)

Form 990-PF

01

02

03

04

05

06

Form 990-T (corporation) 07

08

09

10

11

12

Form 1041-A

Form 4720 (other than individual)

Form 5227

Form 6069

Form 8870

Form 990-T (sec. 401(a) or 408(a) trust)

Form 990-T (trust other than above)

¥ The books are in the care of |

Telephone No. | Fax No. |

¥ If the organization does not have an office or place of business in the United States, check this box ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ |

¥ If this is for a Group Return, enter the organization's four digit Group Exemption Number (GEN) . If this is for the whole group, check this

box . If it is for part of the group, check this box and attach a list with the names and EINs of all members the extension is for.| |

I request an automatic 6-month extension of time until , to file the exempt organization return for

the organization named above. The extension is for the organization's return for:

|

|

calendar year or

tax year beginning , and ending .

If the tax year entered in line 1 is for less than 12 months, check reason: Initial return Final return

Change in accounting period

If this application is for Forms 990-BL, 990-PF, 990-T, 4720, or 6069, enter the tentative tax, less

any nonrefundable credits. See instructions.

If this application is for Forms 990-PF, 990-T, 4720, or 6069, enter any refundable credits and

estimated tax payments made. Include any prior year overpayment allowed as a credit.

 Subtract line 3b from line 3a. Include your payment with this form, if required, by

using EFTPS (Electronic Federal Tax Payment System). See instructions.

If you are going to make an electronic funds withdrawal (direct debit) with this Form 8868, see Form 8453-EO and Form 8879-EO for payment
instructions.

LHA Form  (Rev. 1-2019)

Automatic 6-Month Extension of Time. Only submit original (no copies needed).

8868 Application for Automatic Extension of Time To File an
Exempt Organization Return

 

   

 
 

   
 

 

STEP UP FOR STUDENTS, INC.

JOE PFOUNTZ

X

0.

0.

0.

904-352-2246

4655 SALISBURY ROAD, NO. 400

JACKSONVILLE, FL  32256

59-3649371

   MAY 15, 2020

JUL 1, 2018 JUN 30, 2019

4655 SALISBURY RD, SUITE 400 - JACKSONVILLE, FL 32256

0 1
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