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SUMMARY 

Strengthens oversight and compliance on school safety and aligns resources to better address student 
mental health issues. Requires principals to attempt to notify a parent or guardian before an involuntary 
examination of a minor as well as timely notification of threats, unlawful acts and significant 
emergencies.  Requires codes of student conduct to include provisions relating to civil citation or similar 
pre-arrest diversion programs for specified purposes and revises training requirements for school safety 
officers. Includes procedures to assist mental or behavioral health service providers, or school resource 
or safety officers, who have completed mental health crisis intervention training, to verbally de-escalate 
a student’s crisis before initiating an involuntary examination.  
 
HIGHLIGHTS  

• Requires school health services plans to include a reasonable attempt to notify a parent or 
guardian before removing a student from school or a school-sponsored activity for an involuntary 
examination subject to the requirements and exceptions established under ss. 1002.20(3) and 
1002.33(9), F.S. Principals or their designee are responsible for the attempted notification at 
traditional public and charter schools. 

• Requires the principal or principal’s designee of public and charter schools to use and document 
available methods of communication to contact the student’s parent, guardian or other known 
emergency contact, including but not limited to telephone calls, text messages, emails and voice 
mail messages following the decision to initiate an involuntary examination of the student. 

• Requires the Florida Department of Education (FDOE) to report the number of involuntary 
examinations initiated at each school or school-sponsored activity and the number of students 
for whom an involuntary examination was initiated to the Mental Health Institute at the 
University of South Florida. This data is provided to support the evaluation of mental health 
services in the state pursuant to s. 1004.44, F.S.  

• Requires the principal or principal’s designee of public and charter schools to notify the parent 
before a student is removed from school, school transportation or a school-sponsored activity to 
be taken to a receiving facility for an involuntary examination. 

• Provides that parents of public and charter school students have a right to timely notification of 
threats, unlawful acts and significant emergencies and access to school safety and discipline 
incidents as reported in SESIR, pursuant to s. 1006.07(4), (7), and (9) F.S. 
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• Allows the principal or principal’s designee to delay notification, for no more than 24 hours, if the 
principal or designee believes that such a delay is necessary to avoid jeopardizing the health and 
safety of the student.  

• Requires districts to develop criteria for the following: 
o Recommendations that a student who commits a criminal offense be allowed to 

participate in a civil citation or pre-arrest diversion program as an alternative to 
expulsion or arrest; and 

o Develop criteria for assigning a student to a school-based intervention program when 
that student commits a petty act of misconduct. Assignments for non-criminal offenses 
cannot be entered in the Juvenile Justice Information System Prevention Web. 

• Permits school districts to provide accommodations for drills conducted by exceptional student 
education centers.  

• Expands district school board emergency procedures to include emergency preparedness policies 
and procedures.  

• Requires school safety officers to complete mental health crisis intervention training, which will 
include de-escalation skills. 

• Requires districts to annually report to FDOE the number of involuntary examinations at schools, 
on school transportation or at school-sponsored activities.  

• Requires districts to include the telephone numbers for national or statewide crisis and suicide 
hotlines and text lines on student identification cards issued to students in grades 6-12. 

• Requires that districts’ mental health assistance allocation plans include procedures to assist 
mental or behavioral health service providers, or school resource or school safety officers who 
have completed mental health crisis intervention training, to verbally de-escalate a student’s 
crisis before initiating an involuntary examination. The procedures must include strategies to de-
escalate a crisis situation for a student with a developmental disability. 
 

GENERAL IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE  

July 1, 2021 The act becomes effective. 

2021-2022 School Year Public school districts must include telephone numbers for national or statewide 
crisis and suicide hotlines and text lines on student identification cards in grades 
6 through 12. 

 

  


	HOUSE BILL 3 – HOME BOOK DELIVERY FOR ELEMENTARY STUDENTS 
	HOUSE BILL 5 - CIVIC EDUCATION CURRICULUM  
	SENATE BILL 52 - POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION
	SENATE BILL 72 – CIVIL LIABILITY FOR DAMAGES RELATING TO COVID-19  
	SENATE BILL 96 – CHILD WELFARE 
	HOUSE BILL 131 – EDUCATOR CONDUCT 
	HOUSE BILL 149 - STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS
	(CH. 2021-140, LAWS OF FLORIDA)
	HOUSE BILL 157 - FIRST AID TRAINING IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
	HOUSE BILL 173 - INDIVIDUAL EDUCATION PLAN REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
	HOUSE BILL  233 – POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION 
	HOUSE BILL 241 – PARENTS’ BILL OF RIGHTS 
	HOUSE BILL 259 - SAFETY OF RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS
	HOUSE BILL 311 – PUBLIC RECORDS/ASSESSMENT INSTRUMENTS 
	SENATE BILL 366 - EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES LEADING TO EMPLOYMENT
	HOUSE BILL 419 – EARLY LEARNING AND EARLY GRADE SUCCESS 
	HIGHLIGHTS
	 Eliminates the Office of Early Learning and creates the Division of Early Learning within FDOE. Provides the State Board of Education (SBOE) with enforcement authority over the early learning coalitions. 
	 Provides a Type 2 transfer of the Gold Seal Quality Care Program from DCF to FDOE.
	 Requires VPK Provider Readiness Rates be calculated using child learning gains and outcomes based on the Coordinated Screening and Progress Monitoring Program and provider program assessment scores that measure teacher/child interactions. 
	o 2020-2021 VPK provider kindergarten readiness rates to be calculated with current kindergarten screening (administered in Fall 2021) and 2020-21 VPK assessment results.      
	o 2021-2022 kindergarten screening results will not be used to calculate VPK providers’ readiness rates. Prescribes probation requirements for providers failing to meet the minimum readiness rate.   
	o 2022-2023 Methodology for calculating VPK providers’ performance metric will be developed and adopted. The methodology must include program assessment composite scores (weighted at no less than 50 percent) and child learning gains and outcomes based on progress monitoring results.
	o 2023-2024 VPK Providers will be assigned a performance metric that will include the following designations: Unsatisfactory, Emerging Proficiency, Proficient, Highly Proficient, Excellent.
	 Requires the use of a coalition customer services survey to be completed by School Readiness parents, childcare providers and coalition board members and revises the composition of coalition boards. 
	 Requires coalitions to complete an annual evaluation of the Executive Director and submit these evaluations to the Commissioner of Education. 
	 Requires FDOE to develop and implement performance standards for early learning coalitions.
	 Changes requirements for provider profiles to include additional information.
	 Requires the use of the newly created Coordinated Screening and Progress Monitoring Program to be used for VPK through grade 3 students. 
	 Creates the Council for Early Grades Success to provide recommendations on the Coordinated Screening and Progress Monitoring Program and provider/school designations. 
	 Removes the requirement of early learning coalition (ELC) Chairs to be appointed for a term of four years.
	 Requires the ELC Board to complete an annual evaluation of the ELC’s executive director or chief executive officer on forms adopted by FDOE and submit to the commissioner by June 30 of each year. 
	 Professional Development: Voluntary Prekindergarten Education Program
	o Requiring FDOE to adopt minimum standards for emergent literacy courses and make available online professional development that supports VPK instructors in increasing competency of teacher-child interactions. 
	o The prekindergarten instructor must successfully complete at least three emergent literacy training courses approved by FDOE.  Requires inclusion of curriculum implementation and usage of student-level data to inform instruction in training.
	o Prioritizes teachers for school district Summer VPK Programs who have completed emergent literacy and VPK standards coursework. 
	 Authorizes intensive reading interventions for students who completed the VPK Program and exhibit a substantial deficiency in early literacy. These interventions will be paid for using funds from the school district's research-based reading instruction allocation.
	 Expands requirements for the reading allocation to require interventions that are evidence based.
	 Defines the term “evidence-based” as demonstrating a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes or other relevant outcomes.
	HOUSE BILL 429 – PURPLE STAR CAMPUSES 
	HOUSE BILL 519 – REQUIRED HEALTH EDUCATION INSTRUCTION 
	HOUSE BILL 529 – MOMENTS OF SILENCE IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
	HOUSE BILL 545 - REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND DISEASE EDUCATION 
	SENATE BILL 590 – SCHOOL SAFETY 
	HOUSE BILL 723 – JUVENILE JUSTICE EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
	HOUSE BILL 735 - PREEMPTION OF LOCAL OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING  
	SENATE BILL 794 – INDEPENDENT LIVING SERVICES 
	HOUSE BILL 827 – SCHOOL DISTRICT FUNDING 
	HOUSE BILL 847 – FLORIDA POSTSECONDARY ACADEMIC LIBRARY NETWORK 
	HOUSE BILL 885 – JUVENILE JUSTICE PROGRAMS AND DETENTION 
	SENATE BILL 1028 – EDUCATION 
	HOUSE BILL 1079 – AGENCY CONTRACTS FOR COMMODITIES AND CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 
	SENATE BILL 1108 – EDUCATION 
	HOUSE BILL 1137 – INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY PROCUREMENT
	HOUSE BILL 1159 – EDUCATION
	HOUSE BILL 1261 – HIGHER EDUCATION 
	HOUSE BILL 1349– ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 
	HOUSE BILL 1507 – WORKFORCE RELATED PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 
	HOUSE BILL 7011 – STUDENT LITERACY 
	SUMMARY
	The bill revises existing literacy policy and practices and creates new systems of support for educators, parents and students to improve student literacy outcomes. It requires a Coordinated Screening and Progress Monitoring Program for Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Education through grade 8 and revises accountability for VPK providers.
	HIGHLIGHTS 
	 Requires the Just Read, Florida! Office to provide training for both reading coaches and school administrators on evidence-based reading instruction strategies.
	 Requires prekindergarten instructors to complete three, five-hour emergent literacy training courses and an emergent literacy training course at least once every five years after completion of the initial three emergent literacy training courses. 
	 Requires the Florida Department of Education (FDOE), in collaboration with the Office of Early Learning (OEL), to procure and require the use of a VPK-grade 8 coordinated screening and progress monitoring system and provides requirements for such system to be administered, starting in 2022-2023 school year.
	 Requires VPK Provider Readiness Rates to be calculated using learning gains and outcomes based on the Coordinated Screening and Progress Monitoring Program and provider program assessment scores that measure teacher/child interactions. 
	 Prohibits a school from waiting until a certain evaluation is completed to provide specified evidence-based interventions for a student whose parent submits documentation from a professional licensed under chapter 490 which demonstrates that the student has been diagnosed with dyslexia. Interventions must be provided based on the student’s specific areas of difficulty as identified by the licensed professional.
	 Requires schools to communicate with parents at least monthly regarding the progress of students who exhibit a substantial deficiency in reading and provides requirements for such communication.
	 Requires FDOE to compile resources that school districts must incorporate into read-at-home plans and provides requirements for such resources, including but not limited to assessment information, an overview of conducting an evaluation for exceptional student education (ESE), information on characteristics of dyslexia, etc.
	Establishes the Reading Achievement Initiative for Scholastic Excellence (RAISE) Program within FDOE, to include 20 literacy support regions and regional support teams and a tutoring program for high school students to tutor K-3 students having reading difficulties.
	 Establishes qualified prekindergarten students as eligible for intensive reading interventions and authorizes a school district to pay for interventions using the reading allocation of the FEFP.
	 Requires a root-cause analysis be conducted and a reflection tool be developed by FDOE to evaluate the effectiveness of interventions implemented under K-12 plans in the prior year.
	 Requires FDOE to adopt, by the beginning of the 2022-2023 school year, one or more statewide competency-based pathways for instructional personnel to earn a reading endorsement.
	 Requires FDOE in adopting statewide reading endorsement competency-based pathways to review the competencies for alignment with evidence-based strategies and recommend changes to the State Board of Education. Recommended changes must address identification of the characteristics of conditions such as dyslexia, implementation of evidence-based interventions and effective progress monitoring.
	 Prohibits instructional personnel from earning a reading endorsement solely by achieving a passing score on a specified assessment.
	 Modifies the goal of the William Cecil Golden Professional Development Program for School Leaders to also include supporting the professional growth of instructional personnel who provide reading instruction and interventions by training school administrators on classroom observation and teacher evaluation practices aligned to evidence-based reading instruction and intervention strategies.
	 Requires that, within 10 days after a student’s individual educational plan or 504 accommodation plan is issued, a school district must notify the parent of the student of all the scholarship options available under chapter 1002.
	 Requires that, beginning with candidates entering a teacher preparation program, educator preparation institute or a professional development certification and education competency program in the 2022-2023 school year, or a candidate for certification in a coverage area identified pursuant to s. 1012.585(3)(f), F.S., must successfully complete all competencies for a reading endorsement, including completion for the endorsement practicum in order to graduate from the program.
	 Requires school district personnel and instructional personnel who supervise teacher candidates’ field experience courses or internship in grades K-3 or are enrolled in a teacher preparation program for a certificate coverage area identified pursuant to s. 1012.585(3)(f), F.S., to be endorsed or certified in reading.
	 Requires FDOE to identify professional development opportunities that require teachers to demonstrate proficiency in specific classroom practices, with priority given to implementing training to complete a reading endorsement. 
	 Stipulates that a teacher may only earn in-service points once during a five-year period toward a professional certificate for any mandatory training that is not linked to student learning or professional growth.
	 Requires each school district to provide training to school librarians and media specialists regarding the prohibition against distributing harmful materials to minors under s. 847.012, F.S., and applicable case law and best practices for providing students access to age-appropriate materials and library resources.
	HOUSE BILL 7017 – FOREIGN INFLUENCE 
	HOUSE BILL 7033 – TASK FORCE ON CLOSING THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP FOR BOYS 
	HOUSE BILL 7045 – SCHOOL CHOICE



