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Desired Outcomes

• Locate information and resources related to the 
teaching and learning of M/J Civics EOCA courses. 

• Understand and apply content-specific skills that 
may support student performance with curricula 
associated with these courses. 
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Course Descriptions and Standards 

www.cpalms.org

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.cpalms.org/
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Course Standards and Coding Scheme 

http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/3202

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewStandard/Preview/3202
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1003.4156 General requirements for middle grades 
promotion. -

(c) Three middle grades or higher courses in social studies. Beginning with 
students entering grade 6 in the 2012-2013 school year, one of these 
courses must be at least a one-semester civics education course that 
includes the roles and responsibilities of federal, state, and local 
governments; the structures and functions of the legislative, executive, 
and judicial branches of government; and the meaning and significance of 
historic documents, such as the Articles of Confederation, the Declaration 
of Independence, and the Constitution of the United States. Beginning 
with the 2013-2014 school year, each student’s performance on the 
statewide, standardized EOC assessment in civics education required 
under s. 1008.22 constitutes 30 percent of the student’s final course 
grade.

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/subject-areas/social-studies.stml

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/subject-areas/social-studies.stml
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1008.22 Student assessment program for public 
schools. -

• (3)(b)End-of-course (EOC) assessments.—EOC assessments 
must be statewide, standardized, and developed or 
approved by the Department of Education as follows:
• (3)(b)1. EOC assessments for Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, Biology I, 

United States History, and Civics shall be administered to students enrolled 
in such courses as specified in the course code directory.

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/subject-areas/social-studies.stml

• The Civics EOCA was field tested in 2013.

• The baseline administration of the Civics EOCA was in 2014. 

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/subject-areas/social-studies.stml
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NGSSS EOC Assessments Fact Sheet 

http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/end-of-course-eoc-assessments/

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/end-of-course-eoc-assessments/
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State EOC Assessment Results 

• Civics EOCA
• Results Packets

http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/results/

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/results/
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Content Focus Reports

http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/end-of-course-eoc-assessments/content-focus-reports.stml

"Content focus" is a term that defines the specific content measured by each test 
item. These are generated after reporting is completed for each assessment 
administration. Content Focus Reports should not be used to make decisions about 
instruction at the individual student level. Some reporting categories have too few 
test items to report reliable or meaningful scores at the student level.

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/end-of-course-eoc-assessments/content-focus-reports.stml
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Achievement Level Descriptions 

Achievement Level Descriptions (ALDs) outline the specific student expectations 
for each of the five Achievement Levels for each EOC assessment. The content of 
each statewide assessment is organized by reporting categories that are used for 
test design, scoring, and reporting purposes, and the ALDs express what students 
at each Achievement Level know and can do for each reporting category.

http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/end-
of-course-eoc-assessments/achievement-level-descriptions.stml

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/end-of-course-eoc-assessments/achievement-level-descriptions.stml
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EOCA – Item Specs 

http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/end-of-course-eoc-assessments/

p. i

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/end-of-course-eoc-assessments/
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EOCA –Test Item Specifications  
• Purpose of the Test Item Specifications

• Scope of the Test Item Specifications

• Overall Considerations

• Criteria for Civics End-of-Course (EOC) Assessment Test 
Items

• Use of Graphics

• Item Style and Format

• General Guidelines

• Multiple-Choice (MC) Items

• Scope of Test Items

• Guidelines for Item Writers

http://www.fldoe.org/
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EOCA – Cognitive Complexity 

• Cognitive complexity is based upon Dr. Norman L. Webb’s 
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) levels and refers to the cognitive 
demand associated with an item.

• When classifying an item’s demands on thinking it is 
assumed that the student is familiar with the basic concepts 
of the task.

• Test Item Specifications, pp. 7-12.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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EOCA - Cognitive Complexity 

p.12

http://www.fldoe.org/
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EOCA – Definitions of Benchmark Specifications

• Strand
• Reporting Category 
• Standard 
• Benchmark 
• Also Assesses 
• Benchmark Clarification 
• Content Limits
• Stimulus Attributes 
• Content Focus 
• Sample Items 
• Test Item Specifications, p. 16.

http://www.fldoe.org/
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EOCA – Benchmark Specifications

What?

Why?

How? 
Benchmark Clarifications, 
Content Limit, Stimulus 
Attribute,  Content Focus 
and Sample Items.

p. 20

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Civics Item Rating Form 

Test Item Specifications, Appendix A

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Test Item Specifications – Appendices

Test Item Specifications, Appendix A

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Civics EOCA – Reporting Categories 

Reporting Category 1 (25%)

• Origins and Purposes of Law and Government

Reporting Category 2 (25%)

• Roles, Rights, and Responsibilities of Citizens

Reporting Category 3 (25%)

• Government Policies and Political Processes

Reporting Category 4 (25%)

• Organization and Function of Government

• Test Item Specifications, Appendix D – Test Design Summary

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Sample Questions for NGSSS EOCA

http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/end-of-course-eoc-assessments/

Consider
1. What NGSSS are being assessed?
2. What is the complexity of the 

question?
3. What content knowledge and skills 

are required of students?
4. What instructional strategies 

support the teaching and learning 
of the content knowledge and skills 
required of students to answer this 
question?

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/end-of-course-eoc-assessments/
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Stimulus Examples 

http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5662/urlt/0095808-fl542314_eoc_civics_tb_wt_r1g.pdf

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5662/urlt/0095808-fl542314_eoc_civics_tb_wt_r1g.pdf
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Resources for Locating Sources and Stimulus 

DocsTeach, National Archives
https://www.docsteach.org/

Document Analysis Worksheets
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/

Google Image Search – “Labeled for Reuse”  
https://images.google.com/

Library of Congress 
https://www.loc.gov/

TeachingHistory.org
http://teachinghistory.org/

http://www.fldoe.org/
https://www.docsteach.org/
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/
https://images.google.com/
https://www.loc.gov/
http://teachinghistory.org/
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Political Cartoon Analysis 

WAVES Strategy 
Words
Actions 
Visuals 
Emotions 
Significance 

WAVES Source: 
Sandra Davis 
Broward County Public Schools 

Source: Wikimedia Commons, the free media repository

http://www.fldoe.org/
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WAVES Strategy 
Words
Actions 
Visuals 
Emotions 
Significance 

Source: Wikimedia Commons, the free media repository

WAVES Source: 
Sandra Davis 
Broward County Public Schools 
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Document Analysis 

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Categorization 

PERSIA

Political

Economic 

Religious 

Social 

Intellectual 

Artistic 

SPRITE

Social  

Political

Religious

Intellectual 

Technological 

Economic 

Some versions of PERSIA and SPRITE may be different.   

http://www.fldoe.org/
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Categorization Practice  

http://www.fldoe.org/
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FDOE Resource – Florida Students  

http://www.floridastudents.org/

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.floridastudents.org/
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FDOE Resource - Toolkits

http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/12083/urlt/civics_toolkit.pdf

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/12083/urlt/civics_toolkit.pdf
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FDOE Resource - ePATs
Computer-Based Practice Tests (ePATs) for NGSSS EOC Assessments

http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/end-of-course-eoc-assessments/

http://www.fldoe.org/
http://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/end-of-course-eoc-assessments/
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Reflection
• Which instructional resources can I utilize to support 

standards-based instruction?

• How do I implement instructional resources to plan, teach, 
and assess my course’s standards-based curriculum?

http://www.fldoe.org/
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For more information, contact

Michael DiPierro
Social Studies Education Specialist

Michael.DiPierro@fldoe.org

http://www.fldoe.org/
mailto:Michael.DiPierro@fldoe.org
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