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DRAFT FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

A. Title I, Part A: Improving Basic Programs Operated by Local Educational 

Agencies (LEAs) 
 

1. Challenging State Academic Standards and Assessments (ESEA section 1111(b)(1) and (2) 

and 34 CFR §§ 200.1−200.8.)1 

 

On February 12, 2020, the Florida State Board of Education approved an amendment to Rule 

6A-1.09401, Florida Administrative Code, Student Performance Standards, adopting new 

student academic standards for K-12 English Language Arts and Mathematics. These new 

standards are called the Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T.) Standards and 

were developed by Florida teachers for Florida teachers throughout an extensive public 

review process.  

 

2. Eighth Grade Math Exception (ESEA section 1111(b)(2)(C) and 34 CFR § 200.5(b)(4)):  

i. Does the State administer an end-of-course mathematics assessment to meet the 

requirements under section 1111(b)(2)(B)(v)(I)(bb) of the ESEA? 

☒ Yes 

☐ No 

 

ii. If a State responds “yes” to question 2(i), does the State wish to exempt an eighth-

grade student who takes the high school mathematics course associated with the end-

of-course assessment from the mathematics assessment typically administered in 

eighth grade under section 1111(b)(2)(B)(v)(I)(aa) of the ESEA and ensure that: 

a. The student instead takes the end-of-course mathematics assessment the State 

administers to high school students under section 1111(b)(2)(B)(v)(I)(bb) of 

the ESEA; 

b. The student’s performance on the high school assessment is used in the year 

in which the student takes the assessment for purposes of measuring 

academic achievement under section 1111(c)(4)(B)(i) of the ESEA and 

participation in assessments under section 1111(c)(4)(E) of the ESEA; 

c. In high school: 

1. The student takes a State-administered end-of-course assessment 

or nationally recognized high school academic assessment as 

defined in 34 CFR § 200.3(d) in mathematics that is more 

advanced than the assessment the State administers under section 

1111(b)(2)(B)(v)(I)(bb) of the ESEA;  

2. The State provides for appropriate accommodations consistent 

with 34 CFR § 200.6(b) and (f); and 

3. The student’s performance on the more advanced mathematics 

assessment is used for purposes of measuring academic 

achievement under section 1111(c)(4)(B)(i) of the ESEA and 

participation in assessments under section 1111(c)(4)(E) of the 

ESEA.  

☒  Yes  

☐  No 

 

                                                           
1 The Secretary anticipates collecting relevant information consistent with the assessment peer review process in 34 CFR § 

200.2(d).  An SEA need not submit any information regarding challenging State academic standards and assessments at this time.       


