Subskill #
    Evaluate/Extend Meaning: Effect & Intention, 

Style & Technique II

Read the following article and use the information in the chart to answer questions 1 through 13.
Forestry is one of the major industries in Florida but wildfires present serious threats to the forests almost every year. Wildfires kill timber or retard its growth, reduce soil fertility, cause erosion, pollute air and water, and alter or destroy wildlife habitat. Additionally, from an aesthetic standpoint, blackened woodlands are a silent tomb for the beautiful forests and innocent wildlife.  

In addition to boosting Florida’s economy, the forests provide a natural recreational facility for many people. Man gains significant pleasure and resources from the Florida forests yet he is its worst enemy. Man causes over 90% of the forest fires and lightening is responsible for the rest. Incendiarism, also known as arson, is the number one cause of forest fires in Florida. 

There are periods within each year when the danger of forest fires is especially high. This is when air humidity is low and flammable forest fuels, especially dry leaves and grasses, are abundant. Under these conditions, wildfires spread like white-tailed deer streaking across barren fields. Additionally, human activities in the woods increase at this time of year when nature-lovers, campers, hikers, and hunters enjoy the forests. 

The fire season ends when grasses green up in the spring or when summer rain showers invade the state. However, in times of drought, the fire season may extend through the summer. The graph, based on averages for ten years, shows the times of greatest vulnerability for the North Florida forests.
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Source: Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
Now choose the best answer for each of the following questions.

1.   According to the passage, there are several negative effects of wildfires. Identify the answer that is not a negative effect of forest fires.

A.  Causes erosion

B. Alters wildlife habitat

C. Kills timber

D. Enhances soil fertility

2.  The writer’s purpose for writing this passage was most likely to


A.  Entertain forest fighters


B.  Inform the general public

C.  Persuade campers to avoid the forests


D.  Criticize hunters

3.  The reason the writer included the graph with the passage was to

A.  Illustrate the information in the passage

B.  Prove that man destroys forests

C. Reduce the number of forest fires 

D. Increase awareness of forest fires
4.  According to the graph, the least likely time for wildfires is

A.  Winter

B.  Spring

C.  Summer

D.  Fall

5.  The passage states that man causes most of the wildfires in Florida. According to the graph, we can conclude that the greatest numbers of people are in forest during 


A.  February/March


B.  October/November


C.  August/September


D.  June/July

6.  Based on information in the passage and graph, identify the statement that is opinion?

A.  Some seasons of the year are more susceptible to wildfires than other seasons

B.  Wildfire is a serious problem in Florida

C.  The graph reflects wildfire activity in North Florida

D.  Nature-lovers, campers, hikers, and hunters enjoy the forests

7.  The writer’s style is

A.  Humorous

B.  Serious

C.  Sentimental
D. Nostalgic
8.  A synonym for incendiarism as it is used in the passage is


A.  Indiscriminate


B.  Flammable


C.  Arson


D.  Deliberate

9.  The writer said, “It kills or retards growth.”  The word “retards” means


A.  Subnormal intelligence


B.  Speeds up


C.  Maintains speed


D.  Slows down

10. The writer said, “Wildfires spread like white-tailed deer streaking across barren fields.” Why did he use this writing technique?

A.  Help readers visualize how fast wildfire spreads

B.  Illustrate that white-tailed deer run fast

C.  Show that hunters are hunting white-tailed deer

D.  Prove that wildfires are endangering white-tailed deer

11.  
In this passage, the word streaking means


A.  Coloring hair


B.  Running extremely fast

C.  Escaping from hunters


D.  Running without clothes

12.  
The writer states that, “From an aesthetic viewpoint, the blackened woodlands are a silent tomb for our beautiful forests and innocent wild animals.” The writer uses this style of writing to help the reader   

A.  Sympathize with animals 

B.  Appreciate the beauty of the forests

C.  Visualize the effects of wildfires

D.  Summarize the passage

13.  
The passage says, “Man gains significant pleasure and resources from the Florida forests yet he is its worst enemy.” Identify the word that shows that the two phrases in this passage seemingly contradict each other. 

A. Significant

B. Yet

C. Enemy

D. And

Read this passage and answer Questions 14-15.
I have been working in this office for twenty years and I have hated every minute of it. That is a total of 41,600 hours of my life. These walls are my prison that has kept me captive from 8:00 – 5:00 every day. I sit at my desk and dream of the day when I can walk out of here and enroll in classes so I can become a forester. As a forester, I can work outside where my major responsibility will be to maintain the health of our beautiful forests. When will someone finally release me from this prison? 

14.  
In the passage, when the writer states that, “these walls are my prison,” he most likely means that


A. Police arrested him


B. He is sad


C. He is in a job that he dislikes 


D. The walls of his office are thick 

15. 
What image of the worker in this passage is the writer is creating? A person that is


A. Unhappy


B. Ambitious 


C. Confused


D. Confident


Answer Key

1. D

2. B

3. A

4. C

5. A

6. D

7. B

8. C

9. D

10. A

11. B

12. C

13. B

14. C

15. A
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