Subskill #  
Evaluate and Extend Meaning: Generalization, Genre, Apply Passage Elements II

Read the following passage and use information in the chart to answer questions 1 through 7.
The introduction of personal computers has totally revolutionized the workplace during the last decade. Today, every business from fast food restaurants to sophisticated financial institutions depend on the computer and the person that operates it. Employees are required to use computers at some level in almost every job today. Before the proliferation of personal computers, employers sought workers with good reading, writing, computation, reasoning, and people skills. Today, most employers have expanded this list of desired employability skills to include computer skills. 

Although some companies provide training for their specific operations, people have a definite hiring advantage if they have a basic understanding of computer operations. Additionally, it helps if they have the ability to use the computer for general tasks such as word processing, e-mail, etc. Given the rapid changes in technology and expanded computer use, the demand for computer skills will become even greater.

Percent of Workers Using Computers on the Job in Selected Years

	
	Year

	Age
	1993
	1997
	2001

	18-24
	34.4
	37.1
	37.8

	25-29
	48.3
	52.5
	56.3

	30-39
	50.7
	53.3
	58.4

	40-49
	51.3
	54.9
	58.6

	50-59
	43.9
	50.7
	57.4

	60 or older
	27.2
	32.6
	42.2

	Education
	
	
	

	Less than HS Diploma
	10.0
	11.9
	16.0

	High School Diploma
	34.2
	36.4
	38.8

	Some College
	50.4
	53.6
	55.8

	Associate Degree
	58.2
	60.7
	62.0

	Bachelor’s Degree
	68.8
	73.9
	80.3

	Master’s Degree
	71.2
	78.7
	85.0

	Doctorate or Professional Degree
	66.9
	74.6
	82.5

	Family Income
	
	
	

	Less than $20,000
	25.1
	26.7
	28.0

	$20,000-$29,999
	38.4
	38.4
	37.5

	$30,000-$39,999
	45.7
	45.8
	47.3

	$40,000-$49,999
	51.7
	52.3
	52.3

	$50,000-$74,999
	60.6
	59.9
	60.8

	$75,000 or more
	65.9
	69.7
	73.4


Now choose the best answer to each question.


1. The best title for this passage is

A. Changes in the Workplace

B. Computers in the Workplace

C. Computer Jobs

D. Employability Skills

2. The author’s purpose in writing this passage was probably to

A.  Encourage the use of computers in the workplace

B.  Show how the workplace has changed

C.  Discuss the changes in prices of computers 

D.  Explain the need for computer skills  

3.  Use information regarding family income in the chart to identify which of these       generalizations is accurate for 2001.

A.  Employees with high family incomes are more likely than those with low family incomes to use computers 

B.  There is no relationship between use of computers on the job and family income

C.  Higher family incomes give people a better opportunity to learn computer skills

D.  An employee that uses computers in the workplace is going to get rich

4. According to the chart, identify the conclusion about employees’ education and use of computers that is not accurate.

A. The percent of non-high school graduates using computers on the job has increased each year since 1993 

B.  Employees with Master’s Degrees were the greatest users of computers for all three years     

C.  For all three years, the numbers of employees with Associate’s Degrees decreased their use of computers on the job 

D.  In all three years, at least 50% of the employees with at least some college used computers on their jobs.
5. The passages states, “The introduction of personal computers has totally revolutionized the workplace during the last decade.” What the best definition is for revolutionized in this passage?

A.  Change radically

B.  Overthrow workplace

C. Change gradually

D.  Maintain status quo
6. The passage mentions, “Before the proliferation of computers…”  What is the opposite meaning of proliferation in this passage?

A. Rapid growth

B. Liberal

C. Pro-life

D. Slow growth

7.  Which of these statements is an opinion?

A.  More workers were using computers on their jobs in 2001 than in 1993.   

B.  The demand for computer skills will become greater in the future.

C. In 1997, employees in the 40 - 49 age groups were the greatest users of computers in their jobs.

D. Before the proliferation of personal computers, employers sought workers with good reading, writing, computation, reasoning, and people skills.


Use this quote to answer Questions 8 through 10.  

“Find a job you like and you’ll never work a day in your life.”  --Anonymous


8. From this quote, you can infer that the writer

A.  Thinks he can find a job and retire

B.  Dislikes his job

C. Is suggesting temporary work and never working again

D.  Is suggesting that jobs we enjoy don’t seem like work

9. The writer’s purpose in writing this quote was probably to

A.  Advise students choosing careers

B.  Entertain students at convocation

C. Instruct adults planning retirement

D.  Persuade adults to return to college

10. The writer’s tone is

A. Melancholy

B. Sentimental

C. Positive

D. Arrogant 

Use the following poem to answer questions 11 and 12.

Take time to work – It is the price of success

Take time to think – It is the source of power

Take time to play – It is the secret of youth

Take time to read – It is the basis of wisdom

Take time to worship – It fosters healthy reverence

Take time to be friendly – It is the road to happiness
--Anonymous

11. The best title for this poem would be

A. Balance Your Life


B. Enjoy Life


C. Take Time Today


D. Take Time to Reflect

12. The mood of the writer when he wrote this poem was probably

A. Sarcastic


B. Reflective


C. Self-pity


D. Remorseful

Use information from this quote to answer Question 13
“If you give the laziest man the hardest job, he will work the hardest to find the easiest way to do it.”  --Anonymous

13. Identify the organizational pattern the writer used in this quote.

A. Cause / Effect

B. Comparison / Contrast

C. List

D. Sequence


1. B

2. D

3. A

4. C

5. A

6. D

7. B

8. D

9. A

10. C

11. C

12. B

13. A 
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