Subskill # 25    
Structural Unit: Homonyms, Synonyms, Antonyms II

Synonyms are words that have the same meaning. There is one word underlined in each sentence. Choose the word that is not a synonym of that word. 

1.  Audrey has a very attractive smile.

A. appealing

B. pleasant

C. sticky

D. pretty

2.  Joe will have to revise his speech before he goes to the convention.

A. edit

B. change

C. fix

D. replace 

3.  Sam did something so foolish that it damaged his reputation.
A. harmed

B. broke

C. marred

D. blemished

4.  Warren has a very large collection of rare 1950 albums.
A. extensive

B. huge

C. big

D. portly

5.  Please consider the effect of yelling at a baby like that!
A. change

B. consequence

C. result

D. outcome

6.  Let’s trail them to see how far they will go.
A. path

B. follow

C. pursue

D. stalk

Antonyms are words with opposite meanings. For numbers 7 through 12, choose the antonym of the underlined word in each sentence.


7.  She was certain that Jerry was a dishonest car salesman.
A. great

B. successful

C. honest

D. good
8.  Suzanne, please remember to open the door for Pop when you leave.
A. lock

B. close

C. unlock

D. push

9.  Tom always pays for lunch on Friday.
A. often

B. seldom

C. usually

D. never

10. Silver made a wonderful suggestion, but the business owner did not accept it and told him to come up with a better idea.
A. like

B. hate

C. review

D. reject


11.  Tommy remembered to call the dentist’s office to check his appointment.
A. forgot

B. wanted

C. decided

D. declined

12.  I was so disturbed that my daughter made a thoughtless decision!
A. thought

B. thoughtful

C. quick

D. foolish

Homonyms are words that are pronounced the same but have different meanings. 

For numbers 13 through 20, choose the sentence that contains a pair of homonyms.


13.
A.  A famous author wrote this story before she became famous. 

B. Running shoes are too casual to wear at such a formal event.

C. I hope the new pharmacist brews up some high-quality medicine to put on my bruise.

D. I’m totally amazed at how completely wonderful and absolutely brilliant our teacher is!

14.
A.  It’s the same thing every four years: my husband and I always have opposite opinions about the election.

B. Cage believes that it was you who sold the faulty parts for his car.

C. Who’s going to tell me whose fingerprints are on my clean windows?

D. How could such an uneducated woman write such an exciting book?

15.
A.  I didn’t know whether to laugh or cry when I heard the news of your wedding.

B. She almost flew out the door when she learned John had the flu.

C. Why does Jimmy always do that?

D. Harry always says no too shopping.

16.
A.  I never guessed that Elaine would be our surprise guest.  
B. Which is more dangerous for the spacecraft, the ascent or the descent?

C. If he’s really innocent, why did the jury find him guilty?

D. Joanne’s knight in shining armor rides a horse that is as black as night.

17.
A.  Do you prefer an oar or a paddle when you rent the boat?

B. Joelle should never have told her little sister to wear shoes on the beach.

C. Kirk’s new car was much faster than mine.

D. Anthony wanted to be well again, after being sick for so long.

18.
A.  Charles refuses to buy any book written by that author.

B. Deb cut two-dozen daffodils and narcisis yesterday.

C. All my employees got together and said you need a dog.

D. I really have a bad case of the flu.

19.
A.  Guess which one is the chocolate chip cookie.

B. Debbie wants to go to the store, but she is sore.

C. In the bright light of day she had to light a match in the dark room.

D. Marc was furious that his mother was mad.

20.
A.  Wolf was a good dog when he wolfed down the food.

B. The cats were fighting so loud I couldn’t sleep.

C. I want to get a cruise ship job as part of the crew.

D. Matthew wanted to play bridge all night long.

Answer Key

1. C

2. D

3. B

4. D

5. A

6. A

7. C

8. B

9. D

10. D

11. A

12. B

13. C

14. C

15. B

16. D

17. A

18. A

19. C

20. C
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