Subskill #8 
Construct Meaning: Summary/Paraphrase Part II

Read the passage below and then answer the questions. This passage was taken from www.go.grolier.com.  

Ballooning is a sport involving competition between manned balloons. Pilot excellence is judged by the best-conducted flight. Because wind alone determines the velocity and direction of a flight, balloonists can seldom predict where their craft will land. But they must know the effects of air currents on height and direction and how to manipulate valves and ballast for ascents and descents.

Competitors participate in a variety of events, which include long-distance races, spot-landing matches, cross-country activity, and hare-and-hounds chases. In a long-distance race the winner's balloon is the one that travels the farthest and remains aloft the longest. In both spot-landing and cross-country matches, the pilot must take off and land within a specified time. In the former event, the one who lands closest to a designated point wins; in the latter, the one who goes the farthest is the winner. In hare-and-hounds racing, sports cars follow a balloon; the winner is the first driver to reach the landing spot.

Ballooning became an international sport in 1906 with the staging of the first James Gordon Bennett Trophy Race in France. This long-distance event took place nearly every year from 1906 to shortly before the beginning of World War II. In the 1950s, despite stringent air traffic controls and the high cost of the sport, enthusiasts from the many European balloon clubs revived free ballooning. Crews from several European nations and from the United States participated annually. Each year at Mürren, Switzerland, balloonists gathered to make the voyage over the Alps from Switzerland to Italy
In the United States, pilots must be licensed by the Federal Aviation Agency. The National Aeronautic Association (NAA) governs meets, and the Balloon Federation of America, a division of the NAA, coordinates local club activity. The Hot Air Balloon Club of America (Concord, Calif.) and the Balloon Club of America (Newtown, Pa.) are two prominent local clubs.

Now choose the best answer for each question.
1. Which of these statements best summarizes paragraph #1?

A. Ballooning is an easy sport.

B. The best-conducted flight is judged by the pilot.

C. The pilot of a balloon must have a wide range of skills.

D. The balloon does all of the piloting.

2. From the second paragraph we can surmise that __________.

A. Ballooning is a sport with many different types of events

B. Hare and hound races are the most difficult

C. In all events, the one closest to the designated spot wins

D. Spot-landing is the most difficult

3. Which of these statements best summarizes paragraph #3?

A. Ballooning stopped being a sport in the 1950s.

B. Ballooning is an international sport that has had almost a century of participation.

C. Ballooning is a sport for only European nations.

D. The Fédération Aéronautique Internationale governs all balloonists.

4. Which of these comments would Eduard Schweizer say about ballooning today?

A. In hare and hound races, a balloon follows a sports car.

B. Balloons are still my favorite form of transportation.

C. It’s great to see ballooning as an international sport

D. My balloon crew is still flying in the James Gordon Bennett Trophy Race.


5. Which of these statements best summarizes the passage?

A. Ballooning continues to be a sport of a long and varied history coupled with a variety of activities.

B. Ballooning is an international sport that is totally governed by the Federal Aviation Agency.

C. Ballooning originated in France and is licensed by the National Aeronautical Association.

D. Ballooning involves sending unmanned balloons aloft.

Read the passage below and then answer the questions. This passage was taken from www.go.grolier.com     

Astrology is the belief in the occult influence of heavenly bodies on human affairs and the practice or technique of divining events from astronomical observations. Astrology is based on the assumption that the position of the sun in relation to the stars and planets affects the auspiciousness of certain days in general and the fortunes of individuals in particular.

In its origins, astrology everywhere was linked to astronomy and religion. In the Western world, however, astronomy and religion have developed their separate identities. Astrology, despite attempts to establish itself as a science, must be considered a pseudoscience and a divinatory art. 

Contemporary astrology is a widespread and lucrative practice. Newspapers all over the world publish daily astrological forecasts; books and periodicals devoted exclusively to astrology have a large readership; and many astrologers prepare elaborate predictions for thousands of believers. In East Asia and elsewhere, auspicious days for important activities are selected by astrologers; in Korea, China, and Japan, for example, they give advice on the appropriate days for weddings.

In addition to its concern with auspicious days for individuals, astrology has found collective applications. Comets, eclipses of the sun or the moon, and other unusual astronomical events have been seen as portents of wars and calamities. Among the most famous of the old astrological treatises are the so-called prophecies of Nostradamus (published in 1555), who at one time in his life was the court physician to Charles IX of France. In times of crisis, astrological works such as those of Nostradamus have had astonishingly large sales. During World War I and World War II, and at the end of the 2d millennium (1999[image: image1.png]


2000), many people consulted Nostradamus and claimed that he foretold events.

Now choose the best answer for each question.

1. From the passage, we can summarize that ____.

A. Astrology is a true science that is based on astronomy

B. Nostradamus’ astrological predictions have all come true

C. Even though a pseudoscience, astrology still has a place in today’s world

D. Astrology is auspicious

2. Which of these best summarizes paragraph #2?

A. In times of crisis, Nostradamus found collective applications.

B. Charles IX of France foretold events at the end of the 2nd millennium.

C. Astrology has influenced people’s lives, especially in times of war and crisis.

D. Comets and eclipses are auspicious.

3. Based on the passage, what does “auspicious” mean?

A. It means pseudoscience.

B. It means elaborate.

C. It means lucrative.

D. It means lucky.

4. From paragraph #3, we can conclude that _____.

A. Astrology is prevalent today

B. Most people are afraid of astrology

C. Astrological events and astronomical events are the same

D. East Asia has more astrologers than the Western world

5. Based on the passage, we can conclude that_______.

A. Astrology will replace astronomy

B. Astrology is here to stay

C. Astrology foretells history

D. Astrology stopped at the end of the 2nd millennium

Answer Key

1. C

2. A

3. B

4. C

5. A

6. C

7. C

8. D

9. A

10. B
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