Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education and Improvement Act of 2006

Tech Prep Sub-Committee Recommendations
Sub-Committee:  Tech Prep 
Issue(s)

The subcommittee has been tasked with providing recommendations concerning the option states have to merge all or some Title II Tech Prep funds into the Title I Basic State Grant or remain separate under Title II.
Background Information

The Tech Prep subcommittee conducted meetings on the following dates: 

October 9, 2006  (conference call)

October 16, 2006 (conference call)
October 23, 2006 (conference call)

November 16, 2006 (meeting in Orlando)


December 7, 2006 (conference call)


January 30, 2007 (meeting in Orlando)
The Tech Prep subcommittee is comprised of the following members:

	Beverlee
	Andrews (present)
	Valencia Community College

	Billie
	Birdsong (present)
	Lake County Schools

	Susan
	Burnett (present)
	St. Petersburg College

	Angie
	Clifford (present)
	Santa Fe Community College

	Shermone 
	Flowers (present)
	Broward Community College

	Jeff
	Hess (not present)
	FCCJ

	Kelli
	Kennedy (present)
	Manatee County Public Schools

	Elizabeth
	Livings-Eassa, Co-Chair (present)
	Indian River Community College

	Jack
	Pause (present)
	Lee County Schools

	Ginger
	Pedersen (not present)
	Palm Beach Community College

	Rosario
	Roman (present)
	Miami Dade College

	Helen
	Shub (present)
	Palm Beach Community College

	Julie
	Summerlin (present)
	Lake County Schools

	Barbara
	Wall (present)
	Pensacola Junior College

	Gayle
	Manley, Co-Chair (present)
	Florida Department of Education

	Kathleen
	Taylor (present)
	Florida Department of Education


Recommendation 1: 

Maintain a Separate Tech Prep Delivery System during the 2007-2008 Transition Year
The Perkins IV Tech Prep Subcommittee strongly recommends to the Steering Committee that Tech Prep in Florida remain separate under Title II during the 2007-2008 transition year.  
Next Steps:
· Tech Prep narrative for the State Transition Plan has been developed in accordance with the USDOE State Plan Guide 

· Tech Prep RFA for 2007-2008 under review 
· Revise 07-08 RFA to include the submission of additional requirements
Recommendation 2: 

Tech Prep in Florida: An Innovator for the State’s Career and Technical Education System
The Perkins IV Tech Prep Subcommittee strongly recommends to the Steering Committee that Tech Prep in Florida remain separate under Title II in the five year state plan (2008-2013).  The committee understands the magnitude of the new programmatic requirements, including the new performance indicators for Tech Prep.
The subcommittee is pleased to see many of Tech Prep’s key concepts (ie. programs of study and articulation agreement) incorporated into the Perkins IV Basic State Grant.  This serves as validation of fifteen years of good work from the Tech Prep initiative.  
Tech Prep will continue its history and established identity as an innovative force by retaining flexibility, continuing progressive momentum, and established provision of a greater level of accountability than required by the Basic Grant.  

It is the subcommittee’s position that a separate and proven Tech Prep delivery system can continue to enhance and innovate career and technical education in Florida with its proven commitment to relevance, rigor, and relationships.
Discussion Point 1 – 
Seamless Transition between 
Secondary and Postsecondary Through Articulation

Tech Prep in Florida is a proven acceleration mechanism that allows students to pursue an advanced curriculum relevant to their postsecondary interests.  Articulation is the required mechanism by which the Tech Prep program is carried out.  The infrastructure has provided approximately 450,000 CTE students with the opportunity for seamless transition between secondary and postsecondary.  This seamless transition between secondary and postsecondary education reflects one of the main objectives of Perkins IV.   Tech Prep is the bridge that makes it happen!
Title II Tech Prep Act requires the formation of a governance structure between secondary and postsecondary institutions (i.e., the consortium) to carry out this objective.  The Tech Prep Subcommittee recommends that the Tech Prep infrastructure be protected as a separate program under Title II.
Discussion Point  2-
Proven Programs of Study through Articulation
Since its inception in Perkins II, Tech Prep has been an innovator in the field of career and technical education. One example of innovation is the development of a comprehensive, articulated, sequential program of study for students.  There have been significant increases in the quality and types of programs of study to support and institutionalize Tech Prep.  These efforts have experienced great success in developing a system to better prepare students to enter high demand professions which are projected to be in great demand over the next decade.  

The usage of programs of study assures that students progress through a comprehensive sequence of competencies from secondary through postsecondary education without duplication of effort.  Through the earnest persistence of consortium partners and consortium coordinators, today all of Florida’s 28 consortia have strong programs of study in place.   The jointly developed programs of study have been planned around designated career clusters and career pathways recognized within an individual consortium.  These programs of study ensure that students acquire foundational knowledge and skills necessary for multiple career options within each career cluster as well as advanced knowledge and skills for individual pathways.  
While the concept of programs of study has been incorporated into the Perkins IV Basic State Grant, Tech Prep programs of study are unique in that students receive postsecondary credit for articulated secondary course work and/or advanced standing for limited access programs.
Moving forward, the Tech Prep subcommittee envisions broadening career pathways options/exit points by expanding articulation of secondary programs to all possible cross-over exit points.  In addition, the subcommittee envisions broadening its role to include: promotion and expansion of statewide articulation, regional and cross-regional articulation as well as increased articulation with 4 year + degree institutions.  Florida’s Tech Prep system has been historically innovative in this requirement and will continue to lead the state’s career and technical education system in this effort.  

Discussion Point 3-  Tech Prep Programmatic Considerations
The cornerstone of the Tech Prep delivery system resides in Title II’s mandated elements.  In particular the provision in 203(c)(5) which mandates that Tech Prep “provide comprehensive career guidance and academic counseling to participating students, including special populations.”  This counseling mandate in Tech Prep is the sole provision in all of Perkins that actually requires that counseling occur.  In addition, the use of funds for preparatory services for transition between secondary (middle school and high school) and postsecondary is an essential element of Tech Prep.
Discussion Point 4 – Defined Cohort of Students in a Defined Career Pathway
The Tech Prep delivery system is distinguished by the fact that it serves a finite group of students enrolled in a defined field/cluster at the secondary and postsecondary level.  Students receive certifications and degrees in the field and ultimately employment in that field.

A Tech Prep secondary student is defined as a student who has enrolled in two courses in the secondary education component of a Tech Prep program.  A Tech Prep postsecondary student is defined as a student who has completed a secondary education component of a Tech Prep program and has enrolled in the postsecondary education of a Tech Prep program at an institution of higher education.
The Tech Prep Subcommittee recommends that the definitions for Tech Prep secondary student and Tech Prep postsecondary student be interpreted broadly to include the designation of career cluster to be used interchangeably with “program.”

Discussion Point 5 – Innovative Expansion of Professional Development
Innovative expansion of regional collaboration for professional development/ “shared” programs.  Cross-collaboration should also include efforts pertaining to student transition, counseling/career exploration, etc.  

Next Steps:
1) Representatives of the Subcommittee will convene to investigate Tech Prep accountability measures to determine clear guidelines for collection.
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