SUCCEED, Florida! Nursing and Allied Health Grant
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Questions and Answers

June 26, 2006

General Questions

Q:
Is the budget narrative included in the page limit? 

A:
No, it is not included in the page limitation. You should use for DOE-101 for the budget section of your narrative.

Q:
I'm completing the DOE100A budget form to accompany our Florida SUCCEED grant. Can you define the categories of "Function" and "Object" for me?

A:
You can find some information on page 2 of the form and more detailed information at http://www.firn.edu/doe/fefp/redtoc.htm.  Your business officers are another resource for information.
Q:
If my program operates with clock hours do we still fill out the part in Section I,B – Planned Student Enrollment, that speaks to credit hours and FTE (30 credit hours)?

A:
Please convert your clock hours to vocational credit hours (30 clock hours = 1 vocational credit hour) in section I.B and then use the vocational credit hours to calculate the FTE.

Q:
Are Charter schools eligible to apply for the SUCCEED Florida! Grant?



A:
Yes, charter schools are eligible to apply for the SUCCEED Florida! Career Paths funding.  

Q:
Are we allowed to include indirect costs in the budget?

A:
No.  Please see the first sentence of that paragraph stating, "Indirect costs shall only apply to federal projects."  SUCCEED, Florida! is state funded.  There is a provision for up to 5% of the budget being designated for administrative costs.

Q:
May we use faxed copies of letters to satisfy the following requirement? “Appropriate letters of support and commitment, with original signatures, from the chief executive officers of the institutions(s), and potential employers are included.” 

A:
No, the RFP states “original signatures” only.

Q:
What is a new student?
A:
Legislative proviso language states the following regarding the 2006-07 Succeed Funding:

“Funds must be used to support new students and not to supplant current funding or students. Institutions applying for funds shall not reduce funding or the current level of enrollment in existing programs.”

For New Funds (RFP)

New students are defined as:

Students whose enrollment in any part of an institution’s SUCCEED, Florida Future program is over and above the total enrollment for that institution’s SUCCEED, Florida program for 2005-06 (Summer 05, Fall 05, and Spring 06) AND whose enrollment was not supported by 2005-06 grant funds AND whose enrollment will not be reported for 2005-06 (Summer 05, Fall 05, Spring 06) 

In other words, new grant dollars from the RFP must be used for additional capacity expansion and not to maintain capacity increases built with last year’s SUCCEED, Florida! grant funding.

Q:
Does the timeline of the narrative count as part of the page limit?

A:
Yes, the timeline is part of the narrative page limit.  

Q:
The RFP states a limit on the number of proposals per institution.  Does this restrict an institution from submitting the maximum number of proposals in other grant areas?

A:
No.  Each grant opportunity is separate.  An institution may apply for the maximum number allowed per RFA/RFP.

Q:
What terms are included in the 2006-07 year?

A:
Summer, fall and spring

Q:
At our institution we plan on enrolling the first class of students in the fall 2006 quarter. If our proposal is accepted, I understand the grant is available in July: how soon do we need to apply the monies to the program?

A:
The budget period will be July 1, 2006-June 30, 2007.  Realistically, award recipients will probably receive notice about 6 weeks after the closing/due date (July 7).  The rate at which monies is spent is left to the discretion of the institution.  Recipients submit periodic reports to DOE, which include interim financial reports (DOE 300) accounting for the spending of funds.

Q:
My institution is a private, not for profit, university offering several disciplines.  Our classes are taught in English and Spanish.  Is this permitted by the grant?  

A:
There are no restrictions in the RFP related to program instruction.  As long as your proposal aligns with the initiative’s goal, it will be considered eligible and competitive.

Q:
I would like to view last year’s previous applications.  Is this possible?
A:
Yes.  Please email Julie Alexander and request the specific applications.  Requests take up to 10 days to process and requestors will be charged for copies.
Q:
What type of information should be included on the Project Performance Accountability form?

A:
The information submitted on this form should mirror the information contained in the proposal.  You should complete only the sections that are appropriate for your proposal.

Nursing and Allied Heath Questions

Q:
My institution would like to start a Sonography program and a Cardiovascular Tech program. Are “new” programs excluded from the grant process?

A:
Regarding new programs and SUCCEED, Florida! funding opportunities, the competitive application does not restrict eligibility to existing programs.  The Request for Proposal (RFP) eligibility statement has been updated to read:

Eligible Applicant(s)
·        Nursing programs fully approved by the Board of Nursing at public and private postsecondary educational institutions. Provisionally approved programs may collaborate with an eligible applicant.

·        Allied Health programs at fully accredited or licensed public and private postsecondary educational institutions. Provisionally approved programs may collaborate with an eligible applicant.

Q:

Is it possible to roll-over funds from last year?

A:
All 05-06 funds must be spent by the August 31, 2006 deadline.  No funds may be carried over.

Q:
Is there a restriction on submitting a proposal for Allied Health that includes plans for more than one allied health program?

A:
There is no restriction on submitting a proposal for Allied Health that includes plans for more than one of the eligible allied health programs identified in the Attachments section (page 12) of the Nursing and Allied Health Program RFP.

Q:
Are programs not listed eligible?

A:
Yes, you must provide justification for any program not listed.

Q:
Will reviewers be representative of all allied health programs?

A:
Yes.  The review committee selection will be comprised of a pool of allied health professionals.
Q:
Practical Nursing appears on the Eligible Nursing and Allied Heath Science Programs list; yet, the triple asterisks refer to a note that states that it is "not eligible for Succeed Grant in Nursing”. May we use this proposal to apply for a grant for Practical Nursing?

A:
Practical Nursing is not available in the Nursing section unless it is linked with a community college during a bridge program.  It is, however, allowed in the Allied Health Section.

Q:
On the Eligible Nursing and Allied Heath Science Programs list, five of the occupations listed are repeated.  Were five other occupations omitted by mistake, or were they intentionally repeated? 

A:
That is a duplication error and there are no additional programs to replace the duplicates. 

Q:
I am requesting to continue the grant so that I may purchase more laptops for the evening nursing students; software for development of the course work; a simulator technician.  Is this allowable?

A:
Yes, the purchase of laptops and simulators is a permissible use of funds under this program.

Q:
Are we required to submit letters of support for the Nursing and Allied Health RFP?

A:
Letters of support are not required by this grant and it is the sole discretion of the applicant to determine whether or not to submit letters to support the narrative component entitled, “collaboration.” 

Q:
Do the Nursing and Allied Health grants permit offering non-credit bearing courses (Basic Arithmea, Pacemaker, etc) to our hospital partners’ employees who are new graduates?

A:
No, this is not possible as the goal of the initiative is to educate new students in nursing programs not new graduates.
