TELECONFERENCE   (QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS!)

Question:  What new funding opportunities are available this year?

Answer:  Only Adult Geographic and English Literacy and Civics.  All other projects are continuation of existing projects ending the first year of a two year project in June 2003.

Questions:  Why are the Adult Geographic funding amounts so much smaller than last year?

Answer:  The increase in Adult Education Funds that Florida has experienced has been very positive over the past few years.  These increases were complemented by a large amount of funds that are typically referred to as “roll forward” funds.  Due to tight state resources, the Department made the decision two years ago to “roll” these funds out to local providers as quickly as possible.  Over the last two years many of you have become accustomed to these increased funding opportunities.  The accumulation of these funds has now been expended.  In addition, the anticipated allocation for Florida’s Adult Education and Family Literacy grants will remain the same or go down slightly for 2003-2004.  Due to these two issues, the funds available for the Adult Geographic funds this year is about half of what was received for the previous two years.

Question:  Are ESE completers/graduates included for Fast Track Services?

Answer:  All students with a certificate of completion that have not successfully passed the FCAT are eligible.

Questions:  Has the Green Book been updated?

Answer:  It is in the final review right now, and will be posted on our web-site once it has been approved.

Question:  Corrections agencies were not previously eligible for the ESL/Civics Education grants.  We do have a significant population that needs ESL/Civics Education Services.  Are we still ineligible?

Answer:  You may apply through the competitive process.  You may want to work with the district and/or community college in your area, since services must be provided countywide.

Question:  If we received geographical Adult Education funds for 2002-2003, are we considered a continuation application?

Answer:  No.  The only Adult Geographic funds available are for new competitive projects.

Question:  We are receiving a Family Literacy Grant and this will be our second year.  Sending a final performance report on this project in May puts us in a position of not being able to “report or count” any LCP’s or GED’s that are earned in the later part of May or June.

Answer:  File a final supplemental report at the close of the project period (June 30).

Question:  Can a school with a current family literacy program apply for English Literacy and Civics?

Answer:  yes

Question:  My school is presently operating a family literacy program, and we have been funded for two years (2002-2004).  Do we need to reapply?  Can we obtain additional funding?

Answer:  There is no additional funding for family literacy this year.  Only projects ending their first year this year (03) will be eligible for continuation funding.  Those projects must file a continuation application.

Question:  What is the status of the Tech Prep RFP—it is not on the web-site?

Answer:  All data is not yet available.  As soon as funding amounts are available, the RFP will be posted.

Question:  What is the purpose of the Perkins grant?

Answer:  Perkins is designed to enhance career and technical education programs for secondary and postsecondary students.  Perkins is also focused on student achievement through the integration of academics with career and technical programs.

Question:  The allocation amounts for Adult Education have been cut by more than 50%, yet now we are to focus on high school completers with no passing FCAT scores.  How are we to continue to meet the needs of the undereducated adults?  Skills are needed for productive employment for these adults.

Answer:  Serving the needs of our adult population is critical.  Serving the needs of adults with the weakest skills is Florida’s highest priority.  Florida also has an opportunity, however, to enable students to earn a high school diploma prior to entry into the workforce.  FETPIPs longitudinal study indicates that 10 years after high school graduation, only 32% of high school dropouts achieved a high school diploma.  The goal of the Fast Track program is to provide supportive services in a different environment to students who are extremely close to achieving a high school diploma, but may not be able to be successful on the FCAT.  While your allocations are less this year, we encourage you to find a balance that meets the needs of both sets of students.

