2006 STATUTES PERTAINING TO CORPORAL PUNISHMENT EXCERPTS
Title XLVIII
K-20 EDUCATION CODE
Chapter 1002
STUDENT AND PARENTAL RIGHTS AND EDUCATIONAL CHOICES
Section (s.) 1002. (4)(c), Florida Statutes -  Corporal Punishment
s. 1002.(4)(c) - Corporal punishment.--In accordance with the provisions of s. 1003.32, corporal punishment of a public school student may only be administered by a teacher or school principal within guidelines of the school principal and according to district school board policy.  Another adult must be present and must be informed in the student's presence of the reason for the punishment.  Upon request, the teacher or school principal must provide the parent with a written explanation of the reason for the punishment and the name of the other adult who was present. 
Link to complete Section:
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1002/SEC20.HTM&Title=->2006->Ch1002->Section%2020#1002.20

Chapter 1003

PUBLIC K-12 EDUCATION

Section 1003.32(1)(k), Florida Statutes - Authority of teacher; responsibility for control of students; district school board and principal duties.
s. 1003.32(1)(k)- Authority of teacher; responsibility for control of students; district school board and principal duties.--Subject to law and to the rules of the district school board, each teacher or other member of the staff of any school shall have such authority for the control and discipline of students as may be assigned to him or her by the principal or the principal's designated representative and shall keep good order in the classroom and in other places in which he or she is assigned to be in charge of students. 

(1)  In accordance with this section and within the framework of the district school board's code of student conduct, teachers and other instructional personnel shall have the authority to undertake any of the following actions in managing student behavior and ensuring the safety of all students in their classes and school and their opportunity to learn in an orderly and disciplined classroom:
…(k)  Use corporal punishment according to school board policy and at least the following procedures, if a teacher feels that corporal punishment is necessary: 

1.  The use of corporal punishment shall be approved in principle by the principal before it is used, but approval is not necessary for each specific instance in which it is used.  The principal shall prepare guidelines for administering such punishment which identify the types of punishable offenses, the conditions under which the punishment shall be administered, and the specific personnel on the school staff authorized to administer the punishment. 
2.  A teacher or principal may administer corporal punishment only in the presence of another adult who is informed beforehand, and in the student's presence, of the reason for the punishment. 
3. A teacher or principal who has administered punishment shall, upon request, provide the student's parent with a written explanation of the reason for the punishment and the name of the other adult who was present. 
Link to complete Section:

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1003/Sec32.HTM
Chapter 1006

SUPPORT FOR LEARNING
  

 Part I:  PUBLIC K-12 EDUCATION SUPPORT FOR LEARNING AND STUDENT SERVICES 

Section 1006.07(1)(a) and (2)(b), Florida Statutes - District school board duties relating to student discipline and school safety
s. 1006.07(1)(a) and (2)(b) - District school board duties relating to student discipline and school safety.--The district school board shall provide for the proper accounting for all students, for the attendance and control of students at school, and for proper attention to health, safety, and other matters relating to the welfare of students, including: 

(1)  CONTROL OF STUDENTS.-- 

(a)  Adopt rules for the control, discipline, in-school suspension, suspension, and expulsion of students and decide all cases recommended for expulsion.  Suspension hearings are exempted from the provisions of chapter 120.  Expulsion hearings shall be governed by ss. 120.569 and 120.57(2) and are exempt from s. 286.011.  However, the student's parent must be given notice of the provisions of s. 286.011 and may elect to have the hearing held in compliance with that section.  The district school board may prohibit the use of corporal punishment, if the district school board adopts or has adopted a written program of alternative control or discipline.
…(2)  CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT.--Adopt a code of student conduct for elementary schools and a code of student conduct for middle and high schools and distribute the appropriate code to all teachers, school personnel, students, and parents, at the beginning of every school year.  Each code shall be organized and written in language that is understandable to students and parents and shall be discussed at the beginning of every school year in student classes, school advisory council meetings, and parent and teacher association or organization meetings.  Each code shall be based on the rules governing student conduct and discipline adopted by the district school board and shall be made available in the student handbook or similar publication.  Each code shall include, but is not limited to:
…(b)  Procedures to be followed for acts requiring discipline, including corporal punishment. 

Link to complete Section:

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=Ch1006/SEC07.HTM&Title=->2006->Ch1006->Section%2007#1006.07

