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From the Officers’ Desk

Ben Castro:

Well the new year is off to a great start for us at West Port! We have already planned a community service event with Saddlewood Elementary and will soon begin our weekly reading to their struggling second graders. I hope every school has great things planned for this year and I look forward to seeing you soon. 

Ben, FFEA President

Reid Collier:

This has been a great year for me so far. I have been really busy with five college classes as well as high school classes while also planning the upcoming school year activities with Ben for our West Port Chapter. I hope each of you has a great start to the new school year. 

Reid, FFEA Vice-President

Congratulations Palm Bay High School!

Palm Bay High School is the very first recipient of the FFEA Outstanding Chapter Award! For information about Palm Bay’s exemplary accomplishments, please read their article. 

As the award recipient, Palm Bay will receive:

· Recognition on the FFEA Facebook page!

· An official framed award certificate presented to their FFEA Chapter!

· Recognition during a general session at the FFEA conference!

· One free extra hotel room provided to the chapter for the FFEA conference!

For you chapter to be considered for the next award period, please submit a self-nomination form to Allyson.Adolphson@fldoe.org. 

Palm Bay High School

Brevard County

The chapter placed an emphasis on the power of an education to change one’s circumstances such as poverty, oppression or outlook on life. In the month of August, we chose collecting expire manufacturer coupons for military families. This will be an ongoing project all year and we will send in the coupons at the end of the month. In August alone, we collected hundreds of coupons which can provide thousands of dollars in savings to military families. 

One of our main goals was to restore and revitalize membership representing Palm Bay High’s diverse population at the school with active, driven members desiring to make positive changes at the school setting and becoming catalysts in the community. Our motto for this year is “Making A Difference.” 

In the month of September, our community service project is collecting toiletries for the homeless shelter. Students and other members of our school family were able to donate toiletries such as soap, lotion, toothpaste, etc. to the local homeless shelter to help less fortunate citizens in our community. The response has been immense thus far. In the first two weeks we have collected numerous toiletries from toothpaste, deodorant to personal hygiene items.
Aretta Raines

West Port High School

Ocala, Marion County

We are so excited to start off the new year at West Port and already have so many activities planned!

To start, we have our first fundraiser of the year in October – a student talent show to raise money for us to travel to the convention.

Also, we were asked by the Teen Trendsetters Reading Mentoring Program to read to kindergarteners at Saddlewood Elementary the book Llama Llama Red Pajama and they plan to have a real llama there for the kids!

We are off and running with the new school year starting and FFEA club meetings underway. This year we have a large group of students, so it should prove to be a fun-filled and busy year!

We can’t wait to attend the convention this year and hope to see all of the chapters there!

Sincerely,

Vicki Craig

Chapter Advisor

Port St. Lucie High School

St. Lucie County

The FFEA Chapter at Port St. Lucie High School had their first meeting for the 2011-2012 school year on September 2nd, 2011. At this meeting, members elected new officers and decided what projects we would work on this year. Our newest officers elected are Tyler Miller, our new vice president and Mikayla Elrod, our newest treasurer. The members agreed to re-elect our previous officers: Logan Mazerole-Fry as president, Amber Womack as historian, and Brandon Fergison, as secretary. The members of our FFEA Chapter are running the concession stand for all of our home varsity football games to raise money for our chapter to purchase supplies to create manipulatives to be donated to teachers at our school and the tutoring lab at Indian River State College and to create books in a box to donate to Village Green Elementary down the street from our school. The members look forward to another great year and donating their time and effort to their school and community.

Thanks!

Ms. Kelli Siters

FFEA Port St. Lucie High School Chapter Sponsor

West Shore Jr./Sr. High School
Brevard County

The West Shore BFEA is planning for a promising first semester. We already have our spring “Middle School Study Skills” workshops planned for 7th and 8th graders. The workshops on September 20th and 19th will promote helpful advice to middle school students on topics such as organization, time management, note taking, stress and study strategies. Club Advisor and Guidance Counselor, Dina Dearmin, explained that “in previous years, we’ve had over 50 students attend the informative workshop and many teachers even provided extra credit for their students who attended.” Dearmin also added, “Our goal is to ultimately get the younger students on track for success at West Shore.” This year, BFEA plans on holding several workshops throughout the year. In addition, the club will compile a list of tutors as a resource for students who need extra assistance.

West Shore’s BFEA is also excited to welcome FIT’s, Direct of Teach Education, Debra Blenis, M.S., to speak to our club members on October 17th. Mrs. Blenis was a guest speaker at West Shore two years ago and addressed such issues as the outlook for the teaching profession, critical shortage areas and where to find teaching positions during a slow-down in hiring. Student thinking about a career in education will find her information invaluable.

Our club will also be busy this semester preparing for the “Walk for Education” on October 15th. Our goal this year is to increase our West Shore walkers by 50 percent! This is also our big fund raiser by selling Apple card to our friends, family members and people in our community who care about education.

We look forward, as always, ending the semester with our Brevard conference at FIT on December 9th. It’s a great way to see what the other clubs are doing, make new friends, get professional advice and, of course, win a few friendly competitions. Hope to see you there!

Rima Chaktoura

West Shore BFEA President

Bayside High School

Brevard County

Our Bayside High School FEA chapter in Palm Bay is very active and enjoys the camaraderie of our group. Every year, we participate in our Brevard County Walk for Education, our county BFEA conference, the state of Florida’s conference, career shadowing, and Relay for Life.

Our chapter has done extremely well over the last five year in winning spirit awards from broth the county and state competitions. We have won our Brevard County spirit competition of the last four years, and we have won 1st place twice at state in the last four years. I require all my students to compete in at least one personal event at the state level. We enjoy competing and watching other competitors. We also truly enjoy all of the workshops and the college fair.

Our other activities are fun and/or are all service oriented. We enjoy our Walk for Education (rain or shine!) and use this activity to not only raise funds for our club, but to build the camaraderie of our team. Through fundraising activities, we are able to participate in the different conferences, as well as donate money to community causes/issues. When we raise money, we are always utilizing the funds for Bayside High’s student/family emergency issues which our club is made aware. Furthermore, we are very enthusiastic participants every year with Relay for Life. We won the Spirit Award at Relay in 2009. We truly enjoy raising money and walking the track for 24 hours in support of the American Cancer Society.

In addition to these activities, we enjoy having speakers in our meetings concerning educational issues, career shadowing teachers at our high school, and doing other activities such as writing Santa letters for children, preparing shoeboxes for military personnel overseas, and other related FEA activities.
This past summer, I was involved in assisting with preparation of the Brevard FEA Leadership Seminar that we hold in the summer. Next summer, I will be running the event. It has been an extremely well received seminar that gives our students a wealth of information regarding FEA and ideas for making our clubs even bigger and better!

Rhonda Kaleel

Bayside High School

Community Service Opportunities

If your chapter is interested in some great community service opportunities where your members can really make a difference – try contacting your local elementary school and see if they are interested in having your members visit their school to read stories to their students!

You can also volunteer to help them with their yearly fundraisers such as their fall or spring carnivals.

Also, in many counties the local police stations sponsor a safe Halloween party that parents can bring their children to and that is a perfect way to help others in your community.

ACT & SAT Ready, Set, Go – Test!
All of you juniors and should be getting ready to take the ACT and the SAT tests this year! If you plan to go to a competitive college or university, you will need to have some good test scores, so now is the time to be doing some prep classes in order to be ready for those high-stakes tests!

Some excellent websites are out there to help you prepare, such as www.collegeboard.org and www.actstudents.org. Make sure to sign-up for the daily SAT question which will really help you when taking the test.

Attention Freshmen!

Congratulations to you freshmen who have decided to be a part of such a great organization as FFEA! 


It is really important as a freshman to stay focused and do well in ALL of your classes and keep that GPA up! 

You should also be involved in as many school and community activities as possible to start building your resume and tracking community service hours which are vital for scholarships and college acceptance.

Stay on track and study hard!

Attention Sophomores!
Sophomores – congratulations, you made it through your freshman year!
Now is the time to really start thinking of colleges you might wasn’t to attend and looking into the admissions requirements. It is NEVER too early!

As an FFEA member, you should have several opportunities to help in your school and in the community and accumulate those community service hours as well as experience needed to get you ready for college.

FFEA is a great way to meet new people, help teachers in your school, and work in the community as a volunteer. 

Stay focused and keep your grades up at ALL times!

Attention Juniors!
OK Juniors! If you have not registered to take the ACT or the SAT tests, you need to do that immediately!

These tests are required for college admission, and getting a good score makes all of the difference in the world to get accepted to the college of your choice.

Register for test prep classes and go to some of the free online websites to help increase your score – and don’t try to cram the night before the test!

Start looking for college scholarships and then start applying in the summer. Make sure you keep your resume up-to-date and ready to send out quickly if necessary.

Make sure you are tracking your community service hours and any other projects you are involved with so you have a wide variety of components to add to your application.

Stay FOCUSED!

Attention Seniors!

Seniors!!!

Do not get senioritis – you will have plenty of time to enjoy your young age after you get your high school diploma. 

Take the SAT and the ACT again or, if you have not taken it, do so immediately. 

Work hard in all of your classes, even if you have a class you really dislike. Work through it and you may even end up teaching that class one day.

If you did not apply to colleges over the summer you should be doing that now! Word hard and push through as many applications as you can.

Scholarships are very important as well. You should apply for as many as you can! There is one senior last year who graduated with almost $40,000 in scholarships, without winning a single scholarship more than a thousand dollars.

Also, make sure to keep your resume up-to-date and mention anything that shows you are creative. 

Remember, stay focused, keep working hard, and make this great nation proud. You are the future!

Official FFEA T-shirts On Sale!

FFEA is pleased to offer you a special, limited-time sale price for official FFEA T-shirts!

Each shirt is on sale for only $5 (regularly $9)! Buy 4 shirts and get the 5th one FREE!
The following adult sizes are currently available: Large, X-Large, and 2XL.

Bartow High School

Polk County

We are welcoming our new advisor, Mrs. Brown, and looking forward to our new school year. In our Teacher Academy classes, we have second, third, and fourth year students already going to elementary and middle schools throughout the town each class period. At the elementary or middle schools, each FFEA student spends about 70 percent of the time with the students and 30 percent of the time doing clerical work.
We have three officers so far this year and are hoping to help our program grow in the upcoming years. Our amazing president, Jessica Pena, our awesome vice president, Jayme McKinnish, and our lovely treasurer, Tyler Hernandez, are working hard on designing Polo shirts, making a float for the coming Christmas parade, planning a visit to Give Kids the World, and planning our annual Denise Smith Memorial softball game in January. We also hope to fundraise and go on a field trip in the spring and the FFEA conference in January. It’s going to be a great year!

Class Advisor: Kerry Brown

President: Jessica Pena

Vice President: Jayme McKinnish

Treasurer: Tyler Hernandez

Morningside Elementary

Dade County

Several FEA club members participated at the Annual “Save 509, 7K Run/Walk for Amputees in Haiti” at Florida International University Stadium in North Miami, Florida.

Club Advisor, Ms. Yolande Pierre and Co-Advisor, Ms. Widlyne Antoine accompanied the students. Three members won 2st and 2nd places in their respective categories.
Starke Elementary

Volusia County

The FFEA at Edith Starke Elementary is off to a great start this year. After our first meeting of the year, we are planning something NEW, BIG and EXCITING to start the year off right. The FFEA students with the help of Ms. Duchesneau, Ms. Lloyd and Ms. Simmons will be creating an exhibit for the Volusia County Fair. We are having a “Barn Yard Beach Party.” We are creating our beach party out of objects and things we have laying around the house along with some school supplies. We cannot wait to put all our ideas that we brainstormed together to see the finished product. Look for upcoming news on our progress “Barn Yard Beach Party” and look for us at the Volusia County Fair representing Starke Elementary.
University of Central Florida

Orange County

The University of Central Florida FFEA chapter is taking the initiative and making an IMPACT on education. 

Our program called IMPACT, recruits non-education majors into the college of education by minoring in education. We are also sponsoring the Florida Teacher Certification Examination (FCTE) workshops. These workshops instruct the students on how to pass the exams needed for certification as a teacher.

If you are a chapter in the Central Florida area please contact us at fea.impact@live.com.

Space Coast Jr./Sr. High School

Brevard County

This year has already been a blast in our FEA club! Space Coast Jr./Sr. High School sent four people to our Brevard FEA Leadership Seminar in Viera, Florida. We learned about new and exciting ways to involve students in the education process, how to run meetings, and community service project opportunities. We were all very happy to receive our completion certificates. A big thanks to Barbara Davis, Rhonda Kaleel and Aretta Raines for organizing this worthwhile event.

Our FEA members have been preparing for the annual Brevard Walk for Education by getting sponsors to walk. We have been making the community aware of the walk-a-thon by posting flyers in local businesses and by conversing with our faculty and administration. The students are already excited about the walk, the food, and the college representatives they will get to meet. We are currently working on our service learning project for Veterans’ Day. We are setting up a drive for the Paralyzed Veterans of America and hope to raise at least twice as much as last year. Besides raising money for the organization, we also create holiday greeting cards to show our Veterans that we care about them and appreciate their sacrifice. The next big event on the horizon is our local conference. Our FEA members are already working on our spirit board and our spirit role call/chant. This year is going to be a great one!

FFEA State Conference: Registration Opening Soon!

Theme: Teachers Plant the Seeds of Knowledge

We just wanted to give everyone a jumpstart on the upcoming 2012 FFEA Conference! The theme for this year is Teachers Plant the Seeds of Knowledge so get your members together and start brainstorming ideas for your chapter display, PowerPoint, speech and spirit cheer!

The conference will be held at the Rosen Plaza Hotel in Orlando on January 27-29, so start making plans to attend!

As soon as registration information is available, an email will be sent to advisors.

“Like” FFEA on Facebook
Facebook.com/FLFutureEducators

Did you know that Florida Future Educators of America (FFEA) has a Facebook page? This page is an online community where members and advisors can ask questions and share ideas with each other to further the mission of FFEA. You can use this page to connect with chapters located anywhere in Florida!

“Like” our page to receive exclusive details on the upcoming 2012 conference, student opportunities, outstanding chapter awards, scholarship information, educational resources, chapter pictures and more. 

Contact Your Officers

Ben Castro, President: Benjamin.castro@windowslive.com
Reid Collier, Vice-President: collier.reidc@gmail.com
Kara Delemeester, Secretary: bookwork11@tampabay.rr.com
West Port High Advisor, Vicki Craig: Victoria.craig@marion.k12.fl.us
Florida Department of Education

Bureau of Educator Recruitment, Development and Retention

325 West Gaines Street, Suite 124

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400

1-850-245-0554 or 1-800-TEACH-FL
