New World-Class Science Standards Fact Sheet

World-Class Standards

· The original Sunshine State Standards for Science were first developed and adopted 12 years ago in 1996.

· In 2006, the Florida Legislature passed A++ Legislation that requires revisions to the Sunshine State Standards every six years. 
· The process to create world-class science standards has spanned a year’s time, beginning with the Department of Education’s comprehensive review of the world’s leading science standards from countries such as Singapore and Finland. 

· States, such as Massachusetts and Indiana which lead the nation in science curriculum, also provided valuable guidance.

· Florida recognizes that to compete economically on a national and international level, students must have greater mathematic and scientific comprehension and knowledge.

The Drafting Process

· Florida recognized that a revision was needed because:

· Florida has received poor ratings from nationally recognized science standards experts, such as the Thomas B. Fordham Institute.
· Student performance has been low on state, national and international assessments. 

· Graduating seniors were demonstrating a lack of preparation for postsecondary education and the workforce. 

· Nationally, the United States has fallen behind in the production of scientists and engineers.

· In May 2007, a committee of 31 “framers” comprised of Kindergarten through 12th grade science educators including Exceptional Student Education (ESE) educators, community college science faculty, university scientists and faculty, business leaders and private citizens was assembled to help decide what should be included in the new standards.

· Nationally recognized representatives from Achieve Inc. American Diploma Project, American Association for the Advancement of Science and the former national coordinator for U.S. Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) were brought in to share information on international and national research addressing the characteristics of top Kindergarten through 12th grade education standards.

· The recommendations from the framers, testimony of experts and a thorough review of the latest national and international research set the tone for the proposed standards.
· Following the framers’ feedback, Florida brought together a group of 37 “writers”, comprised of Kindergarten through 12th grade science teachers, ESE teachers, district administrators, community college science professors, university scientists and professors of science education, representatives from the liberal arts, members of the business community and key members of the original framers committee, to draft the science standards. 

Public Input 

· This past fall, a Web-based system was developed and made available to the public for review of the initial draft of the proposed science standards and to provide feedback.

· The system was accessible to the public for 60 days, resulting in:

· 10,017 Reviewers

· 262,524 Ratings

· 20,993 Comments

· The public was also able to comment at five public hearings:

· Tallahassee, November 7, 2007

· Orlando, November 15, 2007

· Jacksonville, January 3, 2008

· Miramar, January 8, 2008

· Orlando, February 11, 2008

· The feedback was compiled and provided to writers, framers and State Board of Education members for their consideration. 

Revisions and Final Reviews
· An initial proposed draft of the science standards was written and developed over the course of 10 meetings held between May and October 2007. 
· This initial draft of the science standards was informally reviewed by scientists, postsecondary science educators and national science content experts, and resulted in an informal B+ rating by Dr. Lerner of the Thomas B. Fordham Institute.
· After carefully considering all comments from the public online review, public hearings and expert review, the writers revised the initial draft of the standards over a three day revision process that occurred January 9-11, 2008. 

· The proposed standards were further revised following additional expert review and input received from the final public hearing.  
· Based on public and expert input, approximately 75 percent of the science standards benchmarks have changed from the initial proposed draft.   

Preparing Florida’s Students for Science Success

· The new standards greatly reduce the number of benchmarks for grades Kindergarten-eighth grade, allowing more time for inquiry-based instruction and long term learning. 

· The science standards at the high school level covers all scientific subject matter, giving teachers content specific benchmarks for more clear and concise classroom instruction. 

· The new grade-specific science standards will prepare students for postsecondary education and eventually the workforce. 
