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What is a Charter School?

* Charter Schools are “Public Schools”
» Charter School Guiding Principles

» Purpose of Charter Schools
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Growth in Florida Charter Schools
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Students in Florida Charter Schools

67,512
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Students by Grade Level

6,459 6,523 6,967

SOURCE: Florida Department of Education, Education Information and Accountability Services, Survey 2, October 2003
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Student Racial/Ethnic Composition

White 45%
Black 25%
Hispanic 25%
Asian/Pacific 2%
Multiracial 3%

SOURCE: Florida Department of Education, Education Information and Accountability Services, Survey 2, October 2003
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ESE Students Served in Charter Schools

OTHER
31% SLD

38%
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23% 3%

SOURCE: Florida Departmer Education Information and Accountability Services, Survey 2, October 2003

rne, Commissioner of Education




Department of Education

Majority of Charter Schools
Perform Well*
F

16%

A
D
13% 42%
C
18% B *Out of the 88 schools graded

11%

SOURCE: Florida Department of Education, Education Information and Accountability Services, Survey 2, October 2003

ssioner of Education
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Assistance to “F” Charter Schools

* A+ Assistance Plus Plans

» Continuous Improvement Model
* Reading Coaches

» Technical Assistance

* On Site Visits

» Teacher Training

» Regular Conference Calls with Superintendents
and Directors
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Percentage of Charter Schools
Making AYP

Made AYP
31%

Did Not
Make AYP
62% NA
7%

Charter Schools Earning
School Recognition Awards

Number of Schools
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Parents Grade Charter Schools
“A” or Higher

Of the charter school parents surveyed in 2003:

* 69.1% graded their child’s school an “A+” or “A.”
* 21% graded their child’s school a B.
* 6.6% graded their child’s school as average.

» 3.3% graded their child’s school below average.

SOURCE: Lou Solomon, “How Florida Parents Grade Their Charter Schools,” November 19, 2003

im Horne, Commissioner of Education
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Charter School Funding

* FEFP Funding
 Capital Outlay
» Federal Start Up
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Challenges Facing Charter Schools

Auditor General Findings Associated with
Independent Financial Audits

Class Size Requirements

Capital Outlay

School and Student Performance

> Department of Education

Looking Ahead . ..
» Variety of New “Types” of Charter Schools

* “Meaningful” Annual Report to the Governor,
Legislature and SBE

* Expanding & Modeling Innovative Strategies

 Statutory Requirement for Review of Charter
School Policy by 2005 Legislature
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