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Florida Schools of Excellence Commission
Mr. Richard Moreno, Chairperson
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Mr. Hugo P. Arza

Mr. Charles F. Dodge 

Mr. Wade Dyke

Mrs. Liza J. McFadden

Ileana M. Gomez, Interim executive director
PROPOSED COMMISSION ACTION

For discussion
AUTHORITY FOR COMMISSION ACTION

§§ 1002.335(9) and 1002.33(6), Fla. Stat.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The National Association of Charter School Authorizers (NACSA), is assisting the Commission in various areas critical to the development and support of the 2008 charter school application and review process.  

This year's process involves (1) an initial review for application completeness, (2) application review by panels of three evaluators chosen for their expertise in the various areas relevant to charter school authorizing, and (3) interviews of all charter school candidates with complete applications.  There was no cut-off score for interviews.

Application reviewers reach consensus on the critical issues for follow-up in the interviews.  The team leader of that group together with Ileana Gomez, Mike McHugh and William Haft conduct the interviews open to the public.  The interview team reaches a consensus recommendation for the Commission.

Fifty-four schools applied to be Florida Schools of Excellence. Of the fifty-four schools, only thirty-eight will have their applications reviewed and attend a capacity interview since the other sixteen schools are located in Districts that were granted exclusivity. The application review process is now nearly over.  Interviews will be conducted according to the schedule attached as Appendix A. 
The interview teams plan to make recommendations to this board by its November or December meeting.  The Commission will vote at this meeting to approve or deny the 2008 applications. Applicants have been asked to waive their right to a sooner determination due to the great number of applicants and interviews that must be conducted.

Upon approval, the Commission will have 60 days to provide an initial proposed charter contract to the charter school and the applicant and sponsor will have 75 days thereafter to negotiate and notice the charter contract unless these deadlines are also waived.  The Commission may also consider the earliest date by which approved charter schools can open.
Recommended Action:
Discuss the application review and interview processes.
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PROPOSED COMMISSION ACTION

Consider Charter School Reimbursement Request.

AUTHORITY FOR COMMISSION ACTION

        None
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Commission previously approved the application of Odyssey Charter School ("School") to open in the 2008-09 academic year as a Florida School of Excellence.  The Commission authorized the commencement of negotiations intended to result in a final charter school contract between the Commission and School.  The parties consulted the Florida Department of Education ("Department") and Brevard County School District ("District") in an effort to make the process as transparent and inclusive as feasible.  The Department contributed language to a final draft charter contract, but was of the view that only the District could serve as the fiscal agent or Local Educational Agency under statutory law.  The District passed a resolution indicating that it is unwilling to serve in this capacity.  The result of this impasse was a Memorandum of Understanding between the Commission, Department, District and School.  

In the attached letter, the school is requesting that the FSEC reimburse $10,000 to defray the expenses that it claims to have incurred in relation to this process.  
Attached is the letter received by the FSEC from Odyssey Charter School. 

(Appendix B)
Recommended Action:
Discuss the letter submitted by Odyssey Charter School.
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