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Florida Schools of Excellence Commission

Mr. Richard Moreno, Chairperson

Mrs. Judie S. Budnick, Vice-Chairperson  

Mr. Hugo P. Arza

Mr. Charles F. Dodge

Mr. Wade Dyke

Mrs. Liza J. McFadden

PROPOSED COMMISSION ACTION

Establish the earliest date and locations by which Florida Schools of Excellence charter schools may open and identify the fiscal agent.  

AUTHORITY FOR COMMISSION ACTION

1002.33(6), (7), Florida Statute.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Following the agreed upon review process to review charter school applications, the Commission approved a number of charter school applications and instructed the executive director to begin contract negotiations with the applicants. However, the timing of the opening of the schools, as well as the counties where the schools will operate has not been defined by the Commission. Moreover, the Local Education Agency (LEA), although defined by the Commission in an earlier meeting in 2007, is now in conflict with the role of the school districts under current law.
Accordingly, the Commission consider establishing the timeline and designate the counties where the approved new and existing charter schools are to begin operations, as well as to designate the entity that will serve as the fiscal agent for the flow-through of funds.
Recommended Action:
Establish timeline and counties where the approved charter schools are to begin operation and to designate the entity that is to serve as the LEA.
Item: 03/08 - 001
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Florida Schools of Excellence Commission

Mr. Richard Moreno, Chairperson

Mrs. Judie S. Budnick, Vice-Chairperson  

Mr. Hugo P. Arza

Mr. Charles F. Dodge

Mr. Wade Dyke

Mrs. Liza J. McFadden

PROPOSED COMMISSION ACTION

Approve application period from potential co-sponsors and new and existing charter schools.  

AUTHORITY FOR COMMISSION ACTION

1002.33 (6) and 1002.335(6), (9) Florida Statute.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The FSE Commission is mandated by statute to accept applications from potential co-sponsors and charter school applicants annually. Under current language, applications from co-sponsors can be accepted any time of the year or at a specific period. Conversely, charter school applications for new and existing schools can be accepted by no later than August 1st of each year. Given the Commission’s adoption earlier in its existence of its “best-practice” to allow for new schools an 18 month window to begin operations, thus applications received this year will be considered to open for the 2009-2010 school year.

The following dates are provided for consideration for the acceptance of applications and technical assistance sessions:

· Co-sponsors – application period from June 2, 2008 to June 30, 2008 at 5:00 PM

· Charter school applicants for new and existing schools
· Technical assistance to applicants:

· NSU - Orlando – May 16, 2008

· NSU - North Miami Beach – May 20, 2008 

· Application period from July 1, 2008 to July 31, 2008 at 5:00 PM 

Recommended Action:
Approve the suggested dates for the acceptance of applications from co-sponsors and charter school applicants, as well as technical assistance sessions for applicants.
Item: 03/08 - 003
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Florida Schools of Excellence Commission

Mr. Richard Moreno, Chairperson

Mrs. Judie S. Budnick, Vice-Chairperson  

Mr. Hugo P. Arza

Mr. Charles F. Dodge

Mr. Wade Dyke

Mrs. Liza J. McFadden

PROPOSED COMMISSION ACTION

Adopt Standards and Accountability for Charter Schools and FSE Commission/Co-Sponsors
AUTHORITY FOR COMMISSION ACTION

1002.335 (1), (2) and (4) Florida Statute.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

At the Commission meeting of December 12, 2007, the Commission accepted the Charter School Standards and Accountability Final Report from MGT of America, Inc. The report contained the vetted input from various stakeholders and interested parties as a result of a number of strategically held meetings throughout the state, as well as the input from the subsequent review of the draft report that was provided to a significant number of stakeholders. Also contained in the report were a number of recommendations that were condensed into what are now referred to as the “standards”, identifiable to charter schools and sponsors/authorizers.
The attached document summarizes these standards which are hereby provided with the intention of adoption by the Commission and co-sponsors as the foundation for excellence. 

Recommended Action:
Adopt the Standards that have been identified by stakeholders and interested parties as contained in the Charter School Standards and Accountability Final Report from MGT of America, Inc., summarized herein. 
Item: 03/08 – 004
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Florida Schools of Excellence Commission

Mr. Richard Moreno, Chairperson

Mrs. Judie S. Budnick, Vice-Chairperson  

Mr. Hugo P. Arza

Mr. Charles F. Dodge

Mr. Wade Dyke

Mrs. Liza J. McFadden

PROPOSED COMMISSION ACTION

Approve the Proposed Amendment to the Operating Budget
AUTHORITY FOR COMMISSION ACTION

1002.335 (3) and (4) Florida Statute.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

As approved at the September 19, 2007 Commission meeting, Item 09/07 – 001, the Florida Department of Education awarded a fiscal agent agreement to Nova Southeastern University (NSU) effective November 1, 2007. The initial  

Due to the absence of historical financial data and operational requirements, it is necessary to reallocate the operating budget at this time to meet the current operational needs of the Commission. Accordingly, the attached operational budget for fiscal year 2007-08 – amendment, attempts to project the operational expenses of the Commission and to reallocate the available funds as required.
The main workload adjustments are as follows:

· Reduction to meet state shortfall ($20,000). This is the second reduction of an equal amount.
· Increase Legal Services allocation ($20,016)

· Increase At-Will Hourly ($12,933)

· Other workload and operational costs

The initial budget allocation that the Commission was provided did not consider certain operational costs that have had to be met from funds intended for other operational needs, such as the payment of $75,000 of the Standards Report, as well as other operational costs.
Recommended Action:
Approve the Proposed Amendment to the Commission’s Operating Budget 
Item: 03/08 - 005












