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Florida Schools of Excellence Commission
Mr. Richard Moreno, Chairperson

Mr. Hugo P. Arza

Mr. Charles F. Dodge 

Mr. Wade Dyke

Mrs. Liza J. McFadden

Ileana M. Gomez, Interim executive director
PROPOSED COMMISSION ACTION

Approve or deny the schools that were deferred from the 2007 application period

AUTHORITY FOR COMMISSION ACTION
§§1002.335(9) and 1002.33(6), Florida Statutes.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
In 2007, the Commission undertook a three-tiered charter school application review process, involving (1) an initial review for application completeness, (2) application review by panels of three evaluators chosen for their expertise in the various areas relevant to charter school authorizing, and (3) interviews of charter school candidates scoring at least 85 percent on their applications.

Application scores were based upon a consensus of review team members.  Interview teams including the Executive Director also reached a consensus about whether to approve an application based on the materials submitted and interview comments.  (Appendix A and B)
At the February 12, 2008 FSEC meeting, the executive director made a recommendation to the Commission based on the overall review process and criteria as approved by the Commission, to approve or deny each of the charter school applications not withdrawn.  However, some charter schools requested a postponement of the vote until the Commission meeting of October 8, 2008.  These include the following:

· Mater Academy of International Studies

· Mater Academy North Campus

· Mater Academy High of International Studies

· Doral Academy High School

· Somerset Oaks Academy

· Somerset Pines Academy

· Somerset Pines Academy High School

· Somerset Acres Academy

· Integrated Science and Asian Culture ISSAC Academy

· Integrated Science and Asian Culture ISSAC Academy South Campus

· Lincoln-Marti Charter School Little Havana 
All of these schools were originally recommended for approval except the last.  At this meeting, you are requested to approve or deny each of these charter school applications based on the 2007 record.  
Approval of a charter school shall be subject to law and the requirement that the Commission and charter school enter into a charter which must also be approved by the Commission.  F.S. 1002.33(7) requires that the major issues involving the operation of a charter school be considered in advance and written into any such charter.  The Commission must decide the earliest the charter schools could open.

Recommended Action:            Approve or deny the schools who requested a postponement of a vote until October 8, 2008.

Item: 10/08/08 – 001
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Ileana M. Gomez, Interim executive director

PROPOSED COMMISSION ACTION


Elect a FSEC chairperson and vice-chairperson.

AUTHORITY FOR COMMISSION ACTION
§ 1002.335(3(b), Florida Statutes
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Commission is required annually to vote to appoint a chairperson and vice-chairperson.  The Commission is asked to set the annual date for this election and to hold the election for a new chairperson and vice-chairperson.

Recommended Action:
Elect a chairperson and vice-chairperson.





Item: 10/08/08 – 002
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PROPOSED COMMISSION ACTION

Approve candidates to be interviewed for the Executive Director position on October 22nd, 2008

AUTHORITY FOR COMMISSION ACTION
1002.335 (1) (d) Florida Statutes
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Commission shall appoint an executive director who shall employ such staff as is necessary to perform the administrative duties and responsibilities of the commission.

Recommended Action:
Approve candidates to be interviewed for the executive Director position on October 22, 2008




Item: 10/08/08 – 003
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PROPOSED COMMISSION ACTION

Discuss Rule Making for Florida Schools of Excellence

AUTHORITY FOR COMMISSION ACTION

§ 1002.335(14), Florida Statutes.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The FSEC is empowered to propose rules "necessary to facilitate the implementation" of section 1002.335, Florida Statutes, its authorizing statute, for consideration and adoption by the State Board of Education.  § 1002.335(14), Fla. Stat.  Rules could help alleviate confusion and address disagreement about 

how current statutory law directs the provision of services to prospective Florida Schools of Excellence and how the funds may flow through school districts to them.  Specifically, Rules could interpret existing statutory law relating to, inter alia, the following items:

· The provision of general administrative services for Florida Schools of Excellence

· The provision of ESE services to Florida Schools of Excellence

· The provision of English as a Second Language instruction in Florida Schools of Excellence

· The provision of Supplemental Educational Services for Title I Florida Schools of Excellence

· How funds will flow to the FSEC and its schools.

Rule making ordinarily takes a minimum of 90 days and usually quite a bit longer when issues are contentious.  Rule development requires proper notice to concerned parties, public workshops for rule development, Administrative Procedure Committee review, and allows for a public hearing and administrative challenge before the Division of Administrative Hearings by those opposed to a proposed final rule.

Recommended Action:            Discuss whether to have the legal committee propose rules relating to these subjects to the State Board of Education for approval.

Item: 10/08/08 – 004

Appendix A:

The following applications are being recommended for approval with the opening date to be determined at the time of contract:
· Mater Academy of International Studies

· Mater Academy North Campus

· Mater Academy High of International Studies

· Doral Academy High School

· Somerset Oaks Academy

· Somerset Pines Academy

· Somerset Pines Academy High School

· Somerset Acres Academy

· Integrated Science and Asian Culture ISSAC Academy

· Integrated Science and Asian Culture ISSAC Academy South Campus

Appendix B:

The following charter school applications are recommended for denial on the grounds separately identified. 













