Examples of Unique and Effective Activities for SES Provider Fairs

District Staff Participation
Successful provider fairs usually have an abundance of district staff on hand to assist parents, help manage the event, and supervise all the activities.  Districts should recruit assistance from Title I staff, SES Site-facilitators, Parental Involvement Specialists, School Resource Officers, Migrant Liaisons, etc.  District staff should be available to:
· Assist parents in completing SES applications

· Translate information for non-English speaking families

· Manage fair activities by walking around the room and regularly checking with providers

· Supervise outside area surrounding fair to assist parents with directions and to monitor outside marketing

Fair Organization
Successful provider fairs have specific provider expectations that have been shared with providers prior to the fair.  The district should carefully plan all aspects of the fair, including room set-up and how information will be shared with parents.  Effective organizational strategies include:
· Provider table assignments by lottery

· Labeled tables with signs describing type of service

· List of schools eligible for SES available for parents’ reference

· Providers stationed around edges of room and SES applications at a table in center where district staff is available to assist parents

· District presentation offering basic SES information at the start of fair 

· Microphones for district to make regular announcements about SES information

· Conference calls or meetings with participating providers before the fair to discuss district policies, such as set-up time, clean up times, limitations on number of representatives per provider, marketing restrictions, etc.

Advertising to Parents
It is important for the district to market the provider fairs to ensure parents understand the purpose of provider fairs and all details regarding time and location.  Successful awareness strategies include:
· Scheduling provider fairs in conjunction with open houses or other district/school activities 

· Advertising at parental involvement activities and at parent meetings

· Contacting eligible families through Connect Ed  

· Placing radio ads, especially on Spanish-speaking radio stations

· Offering door prizes or food to encourage parent participation

· Ensuring provider fairs are in safe locations that are easily accessible to parents

· Placing signs at provider fair locations to direct parents to specific rooms
