BUREAU OF PUBLIC SCHOOL OPTIONS
CONFERENCE CALL FOR PROVIDERS
February 21, 2007 10:00 – 12:00 EST
Agenda
888.808.6959
Code: 2459936
	
	NOTES

	Welcome 


	

	Roll Call of Providers
	70 participated in the conference call.  Email Amber.Parrish@fldoe.org to record attendance. Providers were asked to put the name of the company and the code word (book) in the subject line.  Please note that you will be asked to email Amber Parrish with the code word to document participation after each conference call.  Please make a note of the email address.
Also, please remember the following protocol for our conference calls:

· Mute your phones during the conference call.  This will ensure that all participates are able to clearly hear the discussion.

· Do not put your phones on hold.  

· You must call in using a land line – not a cell phone.  The cell phones cause static and make it difficult for other participants to hear the discussion.

· Thank you for following these procedures.



	Overview of Agenda
	Mrs. Caster welcomed those participating.

	Update:  NCLB Monitoring 2006-2007
	· Self-Evaluation Thank you for providing the self-evaluation forms within a timely manner during the December holiday timeframe.
· Onsite monitoring visits – completed in January 2007 for 7 school districts and 26 state-approved SES providers
· Staff have compiled the findings and prepared draft preliminary reports, which are being reviewed by the Title I office

· Preliminary Reports were mailed to providers on February 8 and emailed February 12, 2007.

· Providers will have 10 working days to review, provide additional information, and develop and submit a system improvement plan due February 22, 2007.
· Providers will have an opportunity to provide additional documentation 

· The report is similar to last year’s report: first section is an overview of the monitoring process. The next section will be a summary chart of all compliance items with a check for compliance, partial compliance, or non compliance. The last section will contain the specific findings. 

· System improvement plan will be incorporated into the final reports. 

· We will forward copies of the provider final reports to the districts that were monitored on-site at that district.  Districts will not have any responsibility for monitoring the implementation of the System Improvement Plans. 
· Our department will work directly with the providers to develop the system improvement plans. We have provided samples and technical assistance via the emailed version of the report.
· The Department has determined a cycle for monitoring districts. The cycle may be found on page 13 of the Technical Assistance Paper on No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Monitoring of Local Education Agency Programs 2006-2007 and can be accessed at:  http://www.firn.edu/doe/title1/doc/2006_2007_nclb_monitoring.doc
· PDPA’s: Providers were congratulated on the thoroughness of the PDPAs this year. Most of the PDPAs had measurable goals. In general, the observations were very positive. Students were engaged in learning; tutors were prepared and had the necessary supplies.  In general, there were findings regarding the following: 

· Not starting by 10.15.06

· Curriculum not aligned with the SSS or the district curriculum

· Curriculum and instruction not aligned with the approved application

· If a provider disagrees with the finding, additional information can be provided to Department staff for review. Providers have until 2.22.07 to provide this information.

Desktop review – scheduled for March 2007 for 5 school districts and 25 state-approved SES providers

· All documentation to support the self evaluation study was due to DOE by Feb 16th (5 providers have not submitted their documents.  Temi has contacted each of these providers.)
· Staff will review the documents using the same work papers used by the providers (including lesson plans, progress reports, PDPAs, etc. Check the work papers and email from MJ Butler for a complete list of required documents.)
· Staff may follow up with provider contacts to conduct any necessary interviews related to work papers and documents

· Staff will compile the findings into a preliminary report to be distributed to the provider
· Providers will have an opportunity to provide additional information

· Provider will review, develop, and submit a system improvement plan

· The districts that undergo a desktop review will receive a copy of the final reports for those providers monitored within their district.


	Update:  RFA for 2007-08


	· The Dept web team is finalizing the online application which has been approved by the Chancellor and Commissioner.
· It will be announced and posted via the Department’s Paperless Communications System and the Bureau’s website.

· All current providers and interested entities must apply to be considered for being state-approved providers for 2007-08.  It is anticipated that the Department will hold only one Request For Application period for approving SES providers for the 2007-08 school year.
· Anticipated date of release of the RFA is Feb 28, 2007. Applicants will have one month to complete the application. The review will take place in April.
· The application is similar to last year’s. We have tried to revise the questions to ensure more specificity. We have also revised the rubric.  The process involves submitting an on-line application and submitting hard copy documentation for financial soundness and signed assurances.
· Applications will be reviewed by three people with experience and knowledge of Title I, education, and school programs. Reviewers will be department staff and district representatives. The Department’s comptroller’s staff will assist with the review of the fiscal documentation.
· Applicants will have approximately 30 days to complete and submit the application. 

· A technical assistance meeting is scheduled for Feb. 28 at the Rosen Plaza in Orlando. Applicants are encouraged to participate, but not required. All handouts, PowerPoint presentation and FAQs will be posted on the website after the meeting. 
· For registration for the meeting, please email Anna at anna.moore@fldoe.org. 
· Applications and hard copy documents will be due on March 30, 2007, by 5:00 p.m. EDST


	Other Items
	· NCLB School Choice Summit 2007 – July 25-27 in Orlando—SAVE THE DATE. 

· USDE is conducting “Listening Reviews.” This is a two day visit in which USDE staff meet with FLDOE staff, district staff, school staff, providers and parents. Two districts in Florida: Hillsborough in December; Dade in March. 

· USDE is also in the process of monitoring 17 states. Florida is on the schedule for next year. USDE has also selected 8 states to conduct an expanded monitoring visit for School Choice. During the week of April 9, USDE will monitor FLDOE, Marion, Broward, and Palm Beach. We are waiting on the protocol for this visit. We believe this will help with the monitoring visit for next year. USDE will monitor providers in the districts in which they visit. 
· 

	Questions and Answers
	· Several districts have enrolled students, but the providers have not started serving students. The district will need to determine the reasons the providers have not begun providing services. The district should immediately implement procedures and strategies to help facilitate the beginning of services:

· Reassign students

· Facilitate the process for providers to hire qualified staff
· Contact parents to help facilitate a new choice of providers. 

· Provider Effectiveness: There is no mechanism in place to factor in provider effectiveness for approval in future years. This information can be provided to parents. The department provides a spreadsheet for your use; however you may include results of parent satisfaction surveys, previous year information (# assigned, # served, # served on time, # making learning gains, etc) with parents. This must be presented in a factual, unbiased manner for all providers. 
· Evaluation of providers: We are still waiting for specific data from the warehouse. The delay is in creating the control group. We will include learning gains by provider and by district. The report will show if 80% of the students will have made at least a growth of 1 NCE. Districts will be able to provide this information to parents. The Department can provide a sample parent satisfaction survey for your use. 

· We are in the process of reviewing the providers who have failed to provide services. The providers have been notified and asked to complete a form, submit documentation. The Department will review the documentation and make a determination about the removal from the State Approved list of SES providers. 

· If a provider agrees to serve a number less than the number on the application and then withdraws, the provider must be reported to the Department using the withdrawal form. 
· If providers have failed to start in a timely manner, the district may reassign the students. 
· Districts may include language in the contract to require that providers to accept or return students in a timely manner before reassignment. Providers should not be permitted to “hold” students until they reach their minimum. This causes a delay in services for the students.
· SES for next year will start by 10.15.07 unless this is revised by the Florida Legislature. 
· The Department is encouraging districts to offer summer SES. If a provider is willing to provide services in the summer they should contact the districts SES coordinator to see if they are planning to extend SES to the summer and then notify Temi.Bennett@fldoe.org. Providers can only participate in summer programs for those districts they are currently approved to serve. Providers will not allowed to expand to additional districts for the summer. 
· In an effort to remove barriers to successful implementation to SES for the 2007-2008 school year, the department will allow providers to use student performance data provided by the district for the development of the PDPA. The data provided must be specific enough to identify the weaknesses of the students. For example, data must indicate student performance on the specific content clusters for FCAT, not just that the student is a level 1. The provider and PDPA team must be able to identify the specific areas in which additional instruction is needed. 

· The Department does not require a post-assessment; however, this is a requirement for many districts. The Department has stated that the last tutoring session may be used for this assessment and the provider is allowed to bill for this time. 

· Student eligibility is based on the lunch status of the students. Districts have been told they can use the lunch status from the previous year as long as the newly eligible students have been offered the opportunity to participate. It is a district decision when the lunch status of the student changes. Many districts will allow the provider to continue serving students when the status changes. 

· Under federal law (FERPA), districts may share directory information with contractors depending on the school board policy. The lunch status of a student is not part of the directory information. Districts may not provide a list of eligible students to any entity unless the parent has given prior written permission to release the information; therefore, providers only receive the information for students for whom the parents given permission. 

· SES providers should have access to the enrollment form; however, it may be marked as “SAMPLE” or “DRAFT”. Enrollment is the responsibility of the district. 



	Adjourn
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