BUREAU OF PUBLIC SCHOOL OPTIONS
CONFERENCE CALL FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS
May 3, 2006 10:00-12:00 EDST
850.921.5230 or SunCom 291.5230

Agenda
	
	NOTES

	Welcome 


	

	Roll Call of the District Contacts
	

	Overview of the Agenda
	

	Topic:  Parent Outreach and Notification
	· NCLB contains many new provisions and requirements and places the responsibility for implementation at the federal, state, and district level.
· The most significant changes contained in NCLB appear in Title I of the Act.  Schools and school districts that fail to demonstrate AYP in improving student proficiency may be identified as in need of improvement, corrective action, or restructuring.

· NCLB seeks to empower parents with information and options if their child’s academic needs are not being met.  Parents are provided with many options for their children who attend low-performing Title I schools, including the opportunity to transfer to a higher-performing public school and SES.

· The DOE has created a TAP related to parent notification and NCLB public school choice.

· According to NCLB section 1116, consequences for failing to demonstrate AYP in improving student proficiency:

· Level 1: TI school that fails to achieve AYP for 2 consecutive years – identified as in need of improvement and must offer CWT

· Level 2:  TI school that fails to achieve AYP for 3 consecutive years – remain in school improvement and must offer CWT and SES to eligible students.

· Level 3: TI school that fails to achieve AYP for 4 consecutive years – identified as in corrective action and must offer CWT and SES to eligible students

· Level 4: TI school that fails to achieve AYP for 5 consecutive years – identified as in restructuring and must offer CWT and SES to eligible students.

· Parent Notification:
· District must notify parents of all eligible students of their children’s school choice option – no later than the first day of school year and provide the following information:

· School’s status

· How the school compares to other public schools in district

· Reason for identification

· What school and district are doing to address problem

· How parents can help

· Options for school choice, including CWT and SES as applicable

· Parent Notification for SES:

· List of state-approved providers

· Brief description of services

· An offer to assist parents

· Increasing Participation – parent outreach

· Logic – parents may choose for their children to attend another school while their school is undergoing improvement efforts – or remain in the school and receive free tutoring to support the student while the school is undergoing improvement efforts.
· First Steps
· Parents must understand the opportunities afforded to them under NCLB and the opportunity provided by state-approved SES.

· Additional infor to include in the letter:

· Clarification of NLCB SES

· Student eligibility

· Services are free

· Timeline for enrolling
· School or district contact to obtain additional information

· Additional Strategies for Parent Outreach

· Enlist schools in outreach efforts

· Prepare classroom packets for teachers to share with parents during parent/teacher conferences

· Design flyers in multiple languages for students’ backpacks

· Place articles in newspapers

· Collaborate with local media

· Place flyers or posters in natural gathering places, such as community centers, churches, and shopping centers

· Facilitate provider fairs

· Develop partnerships with local and community organizations to communicate with parents

· Staff has drafted sample parent letters to share – will be translated into Spanish and Haitian Creole

· Will be released soon.
· Additional efforts for parent outreach – Diane McCain

· Newsletter: better understanding of options
· 2 posters: 

· generic version explaining program available

· FL specific: demonostrating partnered efforts

· Brochure: announcing web site
· News Release/ including Radio stations (local, state)

· Invitation flyer

· Timeline

· Evaluation chart for finding the right provider during the selection process

· These outreach materials will be disseminated end of June/ beginning July via CD 

	Update Regarding Previous Conference Calls

· Monitoring

· LEA plans

· SES RFA for 2006-2007


	· Monitoring (12) – This week onsite visits in Suwannee and Hamilton; next week in Okeechobee and St Lucie and the home 

· Self-evaluation – all district and provider certifications due to DOE 4.28.2006

· Desktop verification (18) – Will be notified to submit specified documentation

· LEA plans – online; released via K12 memo #2006-56 dated 4.21.06 due to DOE 6.30.06
· SES RFA for 2006-07 

· Online system on our website – as of Friday afternoon, almost 150 applicants
· Need reviewers – probably have two weeks to review – online and will provide training via conference call

· Remind small districts about email re: options for state-approved providers
· Summer TA Meeting – July 2006 in Tampa or Orlando; designed for districts and SES providers; more info to come

· Introduction to SES bill
· status of SB 2616 and HB 1373

· Content of SB 2616: creating streamline for applying to make choice

· Service within the first 2 weeks in October

· Less enrollment number -> option for 2. enrollment period

· PDPA more detailed

· Penalties for districts and providers

· NEW!!!!  The content in SB 2616 and HB 1373 was amended late Friday into CS/CS/SB 772.  You need to review this quickly.  You may access it on the FL Senate site at http://www.flsenate.gov/data/session/2006/Senate/bills/billtext/pdf/s0772er.pdf


	Questions
	1. Can districts use any portion of the 20% set aside for parent outreach activities such as translating materials, printing and dissemination costs, newsletters, etc.?
We checked with USDE staff and here is their response:  The feds consider administrative costs to be any costs that are not paying for tutoring for students.  Therefore, parent outreach and information would be considered administrative expenses.  Title I funding or other applicable funding can be used to pay for these activities – but it could not be counted against the 20% set aside.

	Adjourn
	Next Conference Call – June 7 at 10:00-12:00 EDST
Topic: Contract Management



