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	Requirement
	Issue
	Comments/Proposed Response

	(1) Incentives
A provider or school district may not provide incentives to entice a student or a student’s parent to choose a provider.  After a provider has been chosen, the student may be awarded incentives for performance or attendance, the total value of which may not exceed $50 per student per year. 

	· What are the consequences for non-compliance?
· How do we handle computers?  Given away as part of the tutoring program or as an incentive to keep after the program is complete?

· What is the definition of incentive?

· What is the process for reporting non-compliance to DOE?
	

	(2) Responsibilities of School District and Provider

	
	

	(2)(a)
School districts must create a streamlined parent enrollment and provider selection process for supplemental educational services and ensure that the process enables eligible students to begin receiving supplemental educational services no later than October 15 of each school year.


	· RFA and LEA plan require services to begin by October 1 of each school year.  Which requirement must be met by the state-approved providers and school districts?
· This will require districts to be prepared to contact state-approved providers approved for their district; notify providers and request a letter of intent; and finalize the contract process during the summer
· Districts must be prepared to share student data as soon as parents select providers

· Parent notification letters and/or enrollment forms must include an “opt out” indicator.  Districts will be required to track opt in and opt out responses.
· What is the definition of streamlined?

· What is the policy for providers that may begin serving students on or before Oct 15, but they only serve a small portion of the students assigned to them?
	· It is in the best interest of providers to begin as soon as possible to ensure that providers have maximum access to students to impact student achievement prior to the FCAT and also so that classroom teachers can build on the foundational skills that students are enhancing during the tutoring session – with more time and practice.

· It is in the best interest of districts to begin by October 1 so that they can report students as receiving services for survey 2, which may impact the review and approval of any requests to reallocate remaining portion of 20% set aside funds.

· Consider policy (maybe in contracts) that would require that providers must begin serving at least 80% of the assigned students by Oct 15 and the remaining 20% by the end of Oct.



	(2)(b)

Supplemental educational services enrollment forms must be made freely available to the parents of eligible students and providers both prior to and after the start of the school year.


	· This will require districts to notify parents at a minimum prior to and after the start of the school year regarding CWT and SES; and require districts to provide accompanying window for enrollment following the start of the school year.

· How many choices must districts provide for parents on the enrollment form?

· Will the district accept enrollment forms from providers with only one choice?

· Letters and enrollment forms must include “opt out” indicator.
· In the past, providers used forms to “enroll” students who were not eligible for SES.

· Parents must be provided an opportunity to choose from all of the providers approved to serve students in the district.

· Define the difference between recruiting/marketing by providers using the forms and enrolling students by providers

· Can districts provider the enrollment form just as a “sample form”?
	* 

	(2)(c)
School districts must provide notification to parents of students eligible to receive supplemental educational services prior to and after the start of the school year.  Notification shall include contact information for state-approved providers as well as the enrollment form, clear instructions, and timeline for the selection of providers and commencement of services.


	· Same as above

· Will DOE be able to provide a Directory of the approved providers that districts can print and disseminate to meet the federal and state requirements?
· Will districts be required to share effectiveness of programs to parents?  How to do this?  What data to use?

· Can DOE assist districts that have a limited number of approved providers for their district?


	* DOE required applicants to describe the effectiveness of their program and provide qualitative and quantitative data in the application.  By virtue of the state approving a provider, this would imply effectiveness of the programs.  DOE will follow up with USDE staff.

	(2)(d)
State-approved SES providers must be able to provide services to eligible students no later than October 15 of each school year contingent upon receipt of their district-approved student enrollment lists at least 20 days prior to the start date.

	· SES providers must be prepared as soon as they are notified of approval to complete a letter of intent for those districts in which they are approved to serve students
· Providers must be prepared to contact parents who chose them, schedule meeting to conduct assessment of students, and develop the PDPA.

· Providers must be prepared with the infrastructure to hire and train staff, obtain materials, sign contracts

· 20 days – calendar or business?
· What is the timeline to accomplish all of this within the required timeframe?

· Can districts set a deadline for providers to return the letter of intent?
	

	(2)(e)
In the event that a contract with a state-approved provider is signed less than 20 days prior to October 15, the provider shall have no less than 20 days from the date the contract was executed to begin delivering services.


	
	

	(2)(f)
Each school district must hold open student enrollment for supplemental educational services unless or until it has obtained a written election to receive or reject services from the parents of at least a majority of eligible students unless a waiver is granted by the State Board of Education.


	· Issues related to open enrollment and prioritizing students if it is determined that sufficient funds are not available to provide services to all eligible students whose parents requested SES
· Opt out indicator on parent letter and/or enrollment forms

· Choice with transportation for SES-eligible students would count as rejection for SES

· Definition of open enrollment?

· Can districts designate a window for open enrollment?

· Can districts set deadlines for parents to return the enrollment forms?

· Strategies for getting parents to return the form – either accepting or rejecting SES or CWT

· Creative ways to communicate with parents
· What data should districts use to calculate the majority of students since the eligibility for FRPL changes daily?

· Majority – 50% + 1 student?  Or 51%?
	

	(2)(g)
School districts, using the same policies applied to other organizations that have access to school sites, shall provide access to school facilities to providers that wish to use these sites for supplemental educational services.


	· Districts must have an approved policy related to the use of school facilities by non-district entities

· Districts must have a policy that ensures equity for all entities

· 
	

	(3) Compliance; Penalties for Noncompliance


	
	

	(3)(a)

The school district has met compliance when it has obtained evidence of reception or rejection of services from the parents of at least a majority of eligible students for parental choice with transportation or SES unless a waiver is granted by the State Board of Education. A waiver shall only be granted if there is clear and convincing evidence of the district's efforts to secure evidence of the parent's decision. Requirements for parental election to receive supplemental educational services shall not exceed the election requirements for the free and reduced-price lunch program.


	· Requires an opt out indicator on the parent notification letters and/or enrollment forms

· Requires districts to streamline the application/enrollment process for parents to select CWT or SES – similar to the application for FRPL.

· Define majority

· Establish waiver process

· 
	

	(3)(b)

Providers must be able to deliver supplemental educational services to school districts in which the provider is approved by the state. If a state-approved provider withdraws from offering services to students in a school district in which it is approved and in which it has signed either a contract to provide services or a letter of intent, and the minimum per site set by the provider has been met, the school district must report the provider to the department. The provider shall be immediately removed from the state-approved list for the current school year for that school district. Upon the second such withdrawal in any school district, the provider shall be ineligible to provide services in the state the following year.


	· DOE must develop process for districts to report; track reports, and notify providers 
· DOE may consider appeal process for unique or extenuating circumstances

· Two times in same year?

· How long must a provider stay off of the list?

· Can providers change rates?

· Will providers be allowed to serve less than they indicated on their approved application if they agree to doing so – without penalties?  If so, what happens if they back out later?
	

	(4) Reallocation of Funds

If a school district has not spent the required supplemental educational services set-aside funding, the district may apply to the Department of Education after January 1 for authorization to reallocate the funds. If the Commissioner of Education does not approve the reallocation of funds, the district may appeal to the State Board of Education. The State Board of Education must consider the appeal within 60 days of its receipt and the decision of the state board shall be final.


	· DOE must develop process for waiver and prepare recommendations and rule to SBE
· Standards/criteria for waiver

· Districts need per pupil allocation for 2006-07 ASAP

· 
	

	(5) Rules

The State Board of Education may adopt rules to implement and enforce the provisions of this section.


	
	

	
	
	


PAGE  
1

