BUREAU OF PUBLIC SCHOOL OPTIONS
CONFERENCE CALLS FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS
December 5, 2007  10:00-12:00 EST
Conference Phone Number 888.808.6959

Conference Code #2459936

Notes
	
	NOTES

	Welcome 


	49 districts participated on the conference call.

	Roll Call
	

	Overview of Agenda
	

	Topic:  NCLB Notification Requirements
	· Thank you to all of the districts and their aggressive and effective parent outreach efforts for 2007-08
· NCLB requires school districts to notify families of all students enrolled in a Title I school that has been identified as a school in need of improvement, corrective action, or restructuring of the following:
· AYP status and identification, including what the identification means

· Reason for identification

· How the school compares to other public schools in the district

· What the school/district are doing to address the academics problems

· How parents can help address the academic problems

· Options through NCLB school choice including CWT and SES as applicable

· NCLB requires that parents receive this notification no later than the first day of school

· Information regarding CWT must include:

· List of eligible transfer schools to choose from

· The academic status of these schools (including AYP status)

· Directions to apply and clear timelines

· Additional information you should include:

· Type of transportation that will be provided (for example, door-to-door service, localized hubs, shuttles from home school, etc.)
· Clear description of procedure to prioritize if demand exceeds available funds
· Eligible transfer schools

· Any non-SINI school

· District must offer one or more options when available but not all eligible schools in the district must be offered- the district chooses which

· Capacity may not be used as a reason to deny choice but may be taken into consideration when the district decides what schools to offer

· Prioritization

· If demand for transportation exceeds available funds, then the district must  prioritize transportation to the lowest-achieving of the low-income students

· The district’s provision of a priority to the lowest-achieving eligible children does not diminish the requirement for the district to provide choice to all students in its Title I schools that are in school improvement status
· The district must use fair and equitable criteria for determining which students are lowest-achieving

· The district must take parents’ preference into consideration when assigning transfer schools, so the district should allow parents to rank-order their preferences

· Districts must continue to provide CWT to students who transfer until the original SINI school exits school improvement status or the student exits the highest grade level in the receiving school

· SES Notification

· Florida law requires notification of SES to be prior to and after the start of the school year
· School’s AYP status and what the identification means

· Timeline for selection of providers and commencement of services

· Offer to assist parents in choosing a provider including contact information for someone to assist

· Clear description of process and procedure to prioritize services if demand exceeds available funds

· Clear instructions and sufficient timelines to submit applications

· SES provider directory

· Brief description of providers’ services

· Description of tutor qualifications

· Contact information for providers

· SES application/enrollment form


	Topic: Option for early notification regarding CWT
	· Please reference the booklet e-mailed: Offering NCLB School Choice through Choice with Transportation Early

· Reasons to consider offering choice early: 
· Notifications in conjunction with district wide choice may help minimize the confusion parents have after receiving multiple notification for options to transfer
· Notifications in conjunction with district choice allow parents to see the full range of options available to them- some districts may be restricted in the number of options through NCLB but have more options through the district’s choice programs
· Early notification and application timelines will assist transportation directors to arrange bus stops and the district to evaluate staffing needs at receiver schools
· Early notification allows school district personnel to be available for parents’ questions at the time notifications are received 
· Please note that your district may decide to not participate in early notification program for NCLB school choice.  You must consider the pros and cons for your district.  Districts implementing post-AYP notification will be required to only notify parents one time.  Early notification will require districts to implement two notifications: early notification offering choice and post-AYP notification with 2007-08 AYP status and other required information.  
· Early-identified schools: For schools that can be identified as Title I schools that will not exit improvement status regardless of the 07-08 AYP results, the district may send the families of the students enrolled in these schools early notification regarding the option to transfer through CWT.  These schools that can be early-identified are probably your Title I schools that are currently SINI that did not make AYP in 06-07
· The transfer schools offered in this early notification must be schools the district identifies as not becoming SINI next year.  These are your non-Title I schools and non-SINI Title I schools that made AYP in 06-07
· This early notification for early-identified schools must include:
· School’s current AYP status and what the identification means

· Option to participate in NCLB school choice by transferring to another public school through choice with transportation (CWT)

· A list of eligible receiver schools including their current AYP status

· Description of the type of transportation that will be provided (i.e. door-to-door, localized hubs, payment for gas or public transportation, etc.) and include a statement regarding the potential to prioritize applications for transportation if demand for transportation exceeds available funds

· Clear description of process and procedure to prioritize services if demand exceeds available funds

· Clear instructions and sufficient timelines to submit applications

· You may wish to include information regarding the potential to participate in supplemental educational services (SES)*, as applicable
· After AYP results for 07-08, the district must send a post-AYP notification to the same families that received the early notification.  This post-AYP notification for early-identified schools must include:
· School’s 2007-2008 AYP status and what the identification means

· Reason for the school’s identification

· How the school compares in terms of academic achievement to other public schools in the district

· What the school/district are doing to address the academic problems

· How the parents can help address the academic problems

· Option to participate in SES*, as applicable
· Districts are not required to offer CWT transfers again to early notified families; however, post-AYP notification should include reference that the option for CWT was given earlier in the year
· Early notification should not affect notifications to schools that could not be early-identified for early notification, such as newly identified SINI schools and SINI schools that made AYP in 06-07 and were therefore in a holding pattern
· Early notification should not affect SES notification
· Any district that wishes to participate in early notification must submit an Early Notification Plan to BPSO for review and approval
· We encourage districts to coordinate early notification with the districts’ regular choice options.  For example, you may coordinate timing of notification, applications, open-houses, information nights, marketing campaigns, etc.
· Districts need to take into consideration the needs to their students when deciding how to notify families.  For example, should the notification go out in backpack or by mail?  What languages should notifications be translated into?  What additional mass-media sources might be used to help parents understand this option- newspaper, Connect Ed, parent-teacher conferences etc.    


	Upcoming January Meetings
	· January 14, 2008: Dr. Ruby Payne will present “A Framework for Understanding Poverty”

· Registration available at: http://www.fldoe.org/flbpso/meeting.asp 

· Registration is limited to 600 attendees and will close by December 28, 2007

· $50 Registration fee must be submitted to the Florida Education Foundation by January 4, 2008
· January 15, 2008: RFA Technical Assistance Meeting- Districts with schools interested in becoming providers, or any other entity interested in becoming a provider should attend.  We encourage you to work with some of your non-SINI schools to apply to become a state-approved provider.  If you have questions related to this issue, please let me know.
· Both Meetings at the Florida Mall Hotel in Orlando, FL

	Resources
	NCLB School Choice Non-Regulatory Guidance

http://www.fldoe.org/flbpso/doc/schoolchoiceguidance_word.doc 

Frequently Asked Questions Regarding CWT

http://www.fldoe.org/faq/default.asp?Dept=307&Cat=99
Giving Parents Options: Strategies for Informing Parents and Implementing Public School Choice And Supplemental Educational Services Under No Child Left Behind

http://www.ed.gov/admins/comm/choice/options/index.html 

Creating Strong District School Choice Programs

http://www.ed.gov/admins/comm/choice/choiceprograms/index.html 

BuildingChoice.org

http://www.buildingchoice.org 



	Additional information
	· If you determine following survey 2 that you do not need all of the funds budgeted for CWT, we encourage you to move the funds from CWT to SES to enable the district to serve as many students as possible.  Preliminary data indicates that students participating in SES have greater academic gains than students participating in CWT.

· Florida law requires each district to hold open enrollment for SES until the district has obtained written acceptance or rejection of SES from the majority of parents.  If the district has additional funds for SES, we encourage the district to re-notify eligible parents that have not chosen to participate in the past and encourage them to apply for SES.  This is especially critical for students with low report card grades.  This is an opportune time for teachers to refer eligible parents to the district or site facilitator for additional information about free tutoring.  We would strongly encourage you to hold an enrollment period and assign students to providers as quickly as possible in January to enable them to have two months of services prior to the FCAT administration in March.

· If you have “maxed” out your available funds, open enrollment is not a relevant issue for your district this year.

· Please remind staff not to accept gifts from providers that may be perceived by others as incentives for preferential treatment.



	Adjourn
	Next Conference Call:
· Districts – January 9, 2008 (2nd Wednesday of the New Year)



