Parent Guide to:
No Child Left Behind (NCLB) School Choice with Transportation (CWT)

WHAT IS ADEQUATE YEARLY PROGRESS (AYP)?

NCLB requires each state to define the AYP measure of all public schools and school districts.  AYP is a measurement of the progress each school and school district made toward enabling all students to meet the state’s academic achievement standards.  AYP measurements target the performance and participation of different subgroups based on race/ethnicity, socioeconomic status, disability, and English proficiency.  AYP requires that a certain percentage of students in each group score “at grade level” on the FCAT in reading, writing, and mathematics.  If one group does not score at grade level, the entire school does not meet the AYP requirements for that year.

If a school that receives Title I funds does not make AYP for two consecutive years or more, the school is identified as a School in Need of Improvement.  This designation alone does not indicate a failing school, but provides a focus on areas for school improvement by principals, teachers, and parents.  Identified schools are eligible for additional support from the district and state as they work to improve teaching and learning, attendance, guidance, or participation in testing.

WHEN WILL I BE NOTIFIED THAT MY CHILD IS ELIGIBLE TO TRANSFER TO A PUBLIC CHOICE SCHOOL? 

NCLB requires districts to notify all families that attend a Title I school that has been identified as a School in Need of Improvement for a second year or more regarding their option to transfer to another public school in the district through a program called Choice with Transportation.  You should receive information regarding this option by the first day of school.  If you are unsure if your child’s school must offer this program, you should contact the school or the school district.  This information is also available on the Florida Department of Education’s Web site at: http://schoolgrades.fldoe.org.  

DO I HAVE TO TRANSFER MY CHILD TO ANOTHER SCHOOL? 

No.  The Choice with Transportation program is optional.  The decision is entirely up to you, and you must decide what is best for your child. 

HOW DO I APPLY TO HAVE MY CHILD ATTEND A CHOICE SCHOOL? 

You must complete a Choice with Transportation application form and rank, in the order of your preference, which schools you want your child to attend.  Applications should be available in the front office at your child’s current school or at the district office.  Follow the application deadlines and procedures listed on your application form.
WILL MY CHILD RECEIVE TRANSPORTATION TO THE CHOICE SCHOOL? 

The district will provide transportation for as many students as the district has funds to serve.  If demand for transportation exceeds available funds, the district must prioritize transportation to the lowest achieving of the low-income students.
If your child’s home Title I school is removed from the School in Need of Improvement status, your child may remain at the choice school but the district will not provide transportation.  Also, if your child transfers to a choice school and that receiving school becomes identified as a School in Need of Improvement, your child may remain at the choice school but the district will no longer provide transportation.
MAY I VISIT THE CHOICE SCHOOL PRIOR TO CHOOSING IT AS ONE OF MY OPTIONS? 

You are encouraged to call the choice schools to ask questions or schedule a time that you may visit the school.  If your child has a disability, you should contact the choice schools and learn more about what programs and services may be available for your child at each school.   

ARE ALL CHOICE WITH TRANSPORTATION APPLICATIONS APPROVED?
The district will make every effort to satisfy parents’ requests; however, due to various school constraints, you may not receive your first choice school.  Once the district assigns your child to a choice school, you will have the option to accept or decline the transfer.
HOW DOES A TITLE I SCHOOL COME OUT OF “SCHOOL IN NEED OF IMPROVEMENT” STATUS? 

A Title I school must make AYP for two consecutive years to come out of “school in need of improvement” status. 

WHAT DO I NEED TO DO IF I WANT MY CHILD TO REMAIN AT MY HOME TITLE I SCHOOL AND RECEIVE SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICES (SES)? 

If you want your child to remain at his or her current school for the 2008-2009 school year, you do not need to do anything.  Students that attend a Title I school that has been identified as a School in Need of Improvement may be eligible to participate in free tutoring if the student qualifies for free or reduced priced lunch.  This free tutoring is called supplemental educational services or SES.  The district will mail information regarding SES to eligible families before the start of the 2008-2009 school year. 

WHO DO I CONTACT IF I STILL HAVE MORE QUESTIONS?

If you have further questions regarding CWT, you should contact your district’s CWT contact.  You can call your district and ask to speak with the choice contact.  You may also find your district contact person on the Department’s Web site at:   http://www.fldoe.org/flbpso/nclbchoice/bpsoDirectory/directory.aspx, and then click on Choice with Transportation Contacts and select your School District.  
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Bureau of Student Assistance, Public School Options
325 West Gaines Street, Suite 348
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Phone 850.245.0479

http://www.fldoe.org/flbpso 
