BUREAU OF PUBLIC SCHOOL OPTIONS
CONFERENCE CALLS FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
September 5, 2007 10:00-12:00 EDST

Agenda
888.808.6959

Conference Code #2459936

	
	NOTES

	Welcome 
	Thank you for your commitment 

	Roll Call of District Contacts
	43 districts participated

	Overview of Agenda

	

	Enrollment Forms
	· Approval of General Council related to enrollment forms practices
· Districts are responsible for disseminating forms (easy access and submission)

· Provide template for provider’s access

· Providers are prohibited from distributing or filling out enrollment forms or recruiting students

· Report via email providers who fail to comply with these requirements
· Keep list of items to include in 0809 contract

· If a provider submits a formal records request for a copy of the district enrollment form, you must provide an official copy. 

· You may also notify then in writing that they are prohibited from altering the form, distributing to parents, or enrolling students.



	Student Learning Plans (SLP)
	· Student learning plans

· NCLB holds districts responsible for the process and for ensuring SLPs are compliance

· SLP must include measurable goals, based on diagnostic data, included all required elements. 
· Start date – October 15th
· Survey 2 (October) check data to ensure services to students

· Districts must provide student performance data to providers.

· We encourage districts to allow providers to use FCAT or other district data to develop the SLP and not require providers to conduct another diagnostic assessment to develop the SLP. Additional data for students who transferred, providers will be required to use diagnostic assessment
· We are recommending that districts work with providers and allow them to use the district student performance data to develop the SLPs and not require the providers to conduct an additional assessment.

· This will eliminate the need to conduct an additional assessment and hopefully will reduce the delay in services for students.



	Schools as Providers


	· Schools as providers

· Schools can be very effective as providers
· Districts must closely monitor the implementation of the school program to ensure that

      the program is not too closely affiliated with the district.

· We suggest that the approved school hire an additional person to coordinate the SES program; establish a separate account for billing and disbursing funds, including payment to tutors; directly pay tutors (not district pay tutors); 

· Ensure that there is no perception that school staff is promoting school SES program over other approved programs. No promotion of these schools – transparent process, reports

· Ensure equal access to students, parents, teachers, facilities, student data. School

      employees must never recruit students for a provider.

· Consider assurance related to dual employment for all district staff hired by providers. 

· District employment hired by providers must not conduct provider business during school time or use district resources such as the district email system to conduct provider business.

· Tutor can recruit teachers as tutors outside the school time

· District provide unbiased help to parents if asked

· Teachers who are hired by a certain company cannot promote providers 

· District site facilitators cannot also serve as a tutor for a provider



	Monitoring Activities 


	2006-2007:
· All district System Improvement Plans are reviewed and approved by our office
2007-2008:
· Recommend that districts and providers create folders (identified with compliance item) and begin documenting all activities related to NCLB school choice
· Format and process for SLP and contract

· USDE monitoring visit – Officially scheduled for Nov 5-9, 2007 (2 teams – south, north)

· Monitoring FDOE – conduct full visit of all titles in 5 districts related to leadership and compliance 

· Proposed extended monitoring visits for the additional districts related to school choice



	LEA Applications for 2007-08
	· 10 districts outstanding LEA application approval – see attached chart
· Staff is continuing to review LEA applications – school choice section.
· Use the guidance to prepare your LEA application.  We used the guidance to develop our review checklist.



	Additional Information and Resources
	· Survey 5 data was due August 3.
· Jan requested additional explanation related to data report to or correct data via email 

· Data need to reflect correctness for funding, media requests, policy making, compliance
· Technical questions about SES data reporting: Linda Fleming at Linda.Fleming@fldoe.org 
·  Content questions related to NCLB school choice: Jan Anderson at

      Jan.Anderson@fldoe.org


	Ethical Issues
	· Regarding email last week

· Propose to keep list to address next year’s contract

· Many providers provided positive feedback and expressed thank you

	Adjourn
	3 workshops for rule development related to SES (Section 1008.331, Florida Statutes)
Meeting dates:

· 10/8/07 Tallahassee

· 10/10/07 Orlando 

· 10/11/07 West Palm Beach  

Next Conference Call: October 3, 2007 at 10:00 – 12:00 EDST.

 



